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Safe & Effective 

 

People around the world celebrated as we watched front line workers everywhere 

getting vaccinated.  We celebrated because this could signal the end of the 

pandemic that has gripped our world for almost a year and killed over 1.7 million 

people.  We should celebrate. 

 

We also just celebrated Christmas.  We celebrated the arrival of the Christ child 

which could signal the end of death's reign over all of humanity.  As Zechariah said 

in Luke 1:68, 69 "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited and 

redeemed His people . . . that we should be saved from our enemies and from the 

hand of all who hate us."  We should indeed celebrate. 

 

Despite the opportunity to receive a potentially life-saving vaccine many people 

remain skeptical and may not take it.  Therefore, a major campaign is underway to 

convince as many people as possible to get vaccinated.  The heads of the CDC and 

FDA have been interviewed to assure us that the vaccine is safe and 

effective.  Medical professionals across the country are getting vaccinated in 

front of the camera to demonstrate this the vaccine is safe and 

effective.  Political leaders, celebrities and sports heroes are all volunteering to 

get vaccinated in front of an audience to convince as many as possible that the 

vaccine is safe and effective.  If we don't believe the vaccine is safe and effective 

we won't get vaccinated and it won't help us. 

 

The Christ child, whose birth we just celebrated, cannot defeat sin, death and the 

devil for us unless we believe that he too is safe and effective.  The greatest gift 

ever will go unused unless we believe.  That's what the season of Epiphany is all 

about.  It's all about showing us exactly who Jesus is so that we believe that he is 

safe and effective.  Epiphany begins with God moving the stars in the sky to show 

some magi who the Christ child is.  Then we'll see Jesus getting baptized in the 

Jordan River and hear God the Father declare from heaven, "This is my beloved 

Son, with whom I am well pleased." (Matthew 3:17)  We will see Jesus doing things 

we simply can't do like changing water into wine, healing the sick and raising the 



dead.  The season of Epiphany will end with Jesus being transfigured and we will 

hear God the Father say "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; 

listen to him." (Matthew 17:5)  All so that you know that Jesus is the Son of God 

who defeated sin, death and the devil for you.  So that you know that he is safe 

and effective versus the sin virus that you struggle with. 

 

The twelve days of Christmas come to an end and Epiphany begins on January 6th 

and God comes to unwrap that spectacular gift so that you can celebrate the 

forgiveness of your sins every day!  

 

Foundation of Faith Class 

 

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.”  Romans 12:12 

 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 

power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”  Romans 15:13 

 

“Since we have such a hope, we are very bold.”  2 Corinthians 3:12 

 

“Having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to 

which He has called you.”  Ephesians 1:18 

 

“We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul - a hope.”  Hebrews 6:19 

 

These are just some of the verses which talk about what God does for us.  Our 

faith gives us hope.  Not the whimsical desire for something better.  But the sure 

and certain knowledge that something better is already ours.  A hope which makes 

us bold and holds us steady in the midst of the turmoil that life throws at us. 

 

Very soon we’re beginning a new group to explore the basis for this kind of radical 

hope.  Weekly beginning on Wednesday, January 20th at 7 pm a group of adults 

is going to get together to talk about this hope that God intends for us to have.  I 

anticipate that we will meet for about eleven weeks for about 1 hour each 

week.  This is a great way to become familiar with the foundational teachings of 

Christianity as the church has understood them for over 2,000 years.  But this 

group will also give us the opportunity to apply those teachings to current events. 

 



In addition to learning more about the incredible gifts of faith and hope this class 

will give you the opportunity to join St. John’s Lutheran Church if you are not 

already a member.  I’m praying that you will take this opportunity to join us and 

learn more about the hope that God has for you and your family right now.  We will 

meet using our Zoom Bible study link. It's available on our website at 

www.stjohnsfarmville.org or send me an email at pastor@stjohnsfarmville.org and I 

will send it to you! 

 

Thank You from the Sorenson’s 

 

Beth and I continue to be humbled in the profound ways that God shares His love 

with us.  World events could easily have made us feel alone and abandoned but this 

Christmas showed us that just as the Christ child came to Mary and Joseph so 

many years ago in a dark lonely stable so he continues to come to us today.  Thank 

you for being his hands to care for us and his heart to love us.  Your cards, gifts, 

cookies and well wishes mean so much to us.   In each of these we see the hand of 

God at work to care for us and love us and we are humbled, amazed and so so 

grateful. 

 

New Breadbreakers Bible Study on 2 Corinthians 

 

During the pandemic our Breadbreakers Bible study, like so many things around us, 

has taken on a new look.  Instead of being four hours gathering in someone's home 

around food, fellowship, God's Word and prayer it is two hours of feasting on 

God's Word and spending time in prayer in a Zoom meeting room.  We can't wait to 

gather again in our homes but in the meantime we rejoice to be able to spend time 

together.  This is a GREAT time to become familiar with our group because you can 

join us from your own home and mute your line for as long as you'd like. 

 

It's also a great time to join us because we're beginning a new topic.  We'll be 

looking at Paul's second letter to the Corinthians.  We recently completed a study 

of 1 Corinthians where the apostle Paul came down hard on the church in Corinth 

for a number of issues but particularly for their permissiveness and 

divisiveness.  Rather than being united under the blood of Christ they were being 

divided by the things of this world. 

 

In Paul's second letter to the church of Corinth he speaks to a people broken by 

their sin and points them to the solution that is theirs in Christ.  Paul speaks to 
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them on behalf of "the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us 

in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any 

affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God." (2 

Cor. 1:3-4). What a great opportunity to be lifted by God's Word from the 

hopelessness of our sins so that we to can enjoy living in 

the light as God's children.  If you're interested in joining us send an email to 

pastor@stjohnsfarmville.org  

 

Applying Bible Principles 

  

In 1935, Dr. R. A. Forrest, president of Toccoa Falls College in Georgia, embarked 

on a trip to visit former students who were serving the Lord on the mission field. R. 

G. LeTourneau, a prominent Christian businessman, heard him speak in Omaha and 

was very encouraged by what he heard. The night before Dr. Forrest sailed to 

Japan, a letter arrived at his hotel containing a check from Mr. LeTourneau for 

$1,000. Mr. LeTourneau thought it would be nice if Dr. Forrest “had some money in 

his pocket as he went around the world to give to folks in a tough spot.” 

  

Dr. Forrest was elated and kept a detailed accounting of how he used that money 

to minister to people in need. When he returned to New York, he mailed the 

records to Mr. LeTourneau. A few days later, a reply came from Mr. LeTourneau 

that simply read, “Come see me.” When Dr. Forrest arrived at Mr. LeTourneau’s 

office in Peoria, he found a man who was deeply moved by Dr. Forrest’s record of 

changed lives. He said, “If you can be trusted with $1,000 and make that kind of 

impact, you can be trusted with $10,000” and gave him a check in that amount. 

  

Dr. Forrest had received “without paying,” and he gave “without paying” (Matt. 

10:8). He typified the kind of giving that God expects each of us to demonstrate as 

we respond to His good gifts by giving back to Him what was rightfully His in the 

first place. 

  

Charles Stanley wrote this: “When God deals with us, it is always in abundant grace. 

He is lavish with His love and forgiveness. None of us can ever repay Christ for 

what He did for us at Calvary. He generously gave His life so we could enjoy eternal 

life.” He went on to say, “There are two kinds of people: givers and keepers. . . .If 

you decide to be a keeper, you will miss God’s richest blessings. But when you give 

yourself away, you will reap the goodness of God.” 
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That’s because it is impossible to out give God who has a unique accounting system. 

He never divides; He always multiplies. Will you trust Him today by giving 

generously to Him who “richly provides us with everything to enjoy” (1 Tim. 6:17)?  

  

  

Marion Kyner 

. 

Bake Sale 

 

Thank you for your help and support for the LWML Bake Sale on 

Saturday/Sunday.  We made close to $800.   

 

Sara Schember 

 

All glory to God for what He has done! We pray that these funds will bless the 

charities and organizations that we support. After donating our tithe to St. John’s, 

we will decide where the donations will go at our next LWML meeting in January.  

 

We owe a huge thanks to Sarah Schember for organizing this event and 

contributing so many of the items for sale. Thank you to everyone who prepared 

items for sale or who participated in any way. God honored our efforts with 

success. Praise the Lord for His faithfulness and giving us salvation through Jesus 

Christ our Lord! Have a blessed Christmas.  

 

Mabelle Bloker 

 

Spreading the Kingdom 

 

Feeding Farmville 2020,  

 

This was the 5 th year of this community wide endeavor to deliver a hot 

Thanksgiving meal to our neighbors in need has occurred. We were able this year to 

serve 800 recipients and the residents of EchoFlats Richmond, a Premier Recovery 

Residence with left overs in spite of the restrictions given us by the Piedmont 

Section of the Virginia Department of Health during the COVID-19 pandemic. The 

multi-purpose of this endeavor includes not only sharing a hot meal with people in 

need, but through this effort to share God’s love and care for them through our 

service as well as building community relations by bringing together people of 



various ethnic ,social and religious backgrounds to work and serve our neighbors in 

a common effort. 

This was accomplished through a 7 member leadership board, a group of over 200 

volunteers, the assistance and support of 14 churches, 22 local businesses, 15 local 

organizations, The Town of Farmville, local radio stations, and newspapers as well 

as grants from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and of course the 800 recipients. 

Thanks be to all who served our God by serving His children with love, especially do 

we thank St, John’s who has hosted this for the 5 years. 

All our bills have been paid and we have a starting budget for 2021. Added to this 

would be 4 grants we received from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. We added a 

meat slicer, a scale, 4 tarps, and another roaster to our equipment list with some 

of the grant money. We also received metal serving pans for the serving line from 

the BSCA. 

This year’s event went well with a few hitches along the way which God cleared up  

for us. Letters, emails, and verbal comments have shown us that we accomplished 

our goals with the blessing from God. Some of these may be found on the bulletin 

board in the hallway. 

Please add the following to your Prayer List for 2021: 

We need a new facilitator for 2021 as well as Delivery and Kitchen Coordinators. 

Those who have held these positions are willing to assist new people if needed. 

We also need an assistant to work with the Distribution Coordinator. 

 

 

 

Catherine Varner 
 

 
 
 

  

  Oct-20 

Total Collections   $ 14,571.95 

Savings Used  $   4,913.30 

Total Expenses  $ 17,180.36 

    

Oct-20   

Total Savings Used  $      4,913.30 

MOM Mission Match  $           22.50 

Add Mortgage paid  $               100.00 

 

Giving Envelopes for 2021 



You will find in the narthex generic sets of 20 giving envelopes for 2020 ( non 

numbered). 

Since so many people are giving electronically or once a month, the council approved 

of the idea of simply giving out a generic set of 20 to start you off for the new 

year. Your tithes and donations will be recorded based on the information on 

your check. If you give cash, please complete the name line found on the back of 

the envelope so at the end of the year you may receive your statement of giving. 

Additional sets of 20 will be available in the narthex throughout the year as you 

need them as well as single envelopes for use on any given day.  

 

Amazon Smile 

You can make an impact while you shop for holiday deals on Amazon. Simply shop 

at smile.amazon.com/ch/54-0859461 and AmazonSmile will donate to Saint John's 

Lutheran Church, at no cost to you.   We received $7.67 last month from Amazon 

through this program.  All of these funds are directed to the church's special 

benevolence fund. This is the fund that pastor uses when community members 

come to us for financial help with bills such as utility and food. 
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