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The Season of Hope 

 

Recently the television proclaimed the long awaited news that both Pfizer and Moderna have 
developed and tested COVID19 vaccines that are over 95% effective!  That story led the news 
broadcast several days in a row, it drove the stock market upward and was celebrated around 
the world.  IT SHOULD BE!  COVID19 has infected almost 56 million people and resulted in 1.3 
million deaths around the world.  It closed businesses, places of worship and destroyed 
economies.  It forced us to isolate ourselves leading to record levels of addiction and 
depression.  We canceled weddings, vacations and holiday gatherings.  It has impacted almost 
every facet of our lives.  

Since March we've had no idea when things would get better.  That's why this is incredible 
news.  We rejoice to know that there is a vaccine.  Now excitement builds as we wait for the 
vaccine to come.  You can already feel the difference.  There is a light at the end of the 
tunnel.  There is hope.  You can think about the vacation you'd like to take and the people you 
want to get together with. 

That's the season of Advent that we're in right now.  For 4,000 years the children of God had 
struggled with sin.  Often it seemed overwhelming.  Job felt overwhelmed by the loss he 
experienced and he didn't understand it.  David felt overwhelmed by his sinfulness when he 
was caught in adultery and murder.  Moses felt overwhelmed trying to lead the Israelites.  Each 



of them knew that they couldn't fix this on their own and they cried out to God for deliverance 
and God promised them a savior who would come to save them from their sins. 

We feel just like them.  Overwhelmed by what the Lord has asked us to do.  Overwhelmed by 
our broken bodies and a broken world.  Overwhelmed by our own sinfulness.  That's why the 
season of Advent is so spectacular because the Savior of the world is coming.  In just a few days 
we will celebrate Jesus' coming into the world on that first Christmas.  Just as he came about 
2,000 years ago he comes to us today in word and sacrament to forgive our sins and give us 
abundant life.  On the Last Day Jesus will come again in great glory and take us to our heavenly 
home where we will experience the fullness of that life in His presence. 

During Advent we celebrate a God who comes to save His people and that changes 
everything.  Sagging spirits are lifted, lifeless limbs are reinvigorated and a darkened world is 
once again full of light.  Hope is never more apparent as the Savior of the world comes.  We are 
very much the virgin Mary who sang, "My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God 
my Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.  For behold, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed."  Luke 1:46-48 

Special Services for Advent & Christmas 

 

Dec 2 @ 7 pm Advent Service 

Dec 9 @ 7 pm Advent Service 

Dec 16 @ 7 pm Advent Service 

Dec 24 @ 7 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service 

Dec 25 @ 10:30 
am 

Christmas Day Communion 
Service 

 

All of these services can be attended in the sanctuary or in the virtual worship 
space.  Participants in the sanctuary are required to wear face coverings and remain six feet 
apart.  Surfaces will be sanitized after each service and our air handling units have special units 
designed to remove airborne contaminants.  The virtual worship space can be accessed via 
Zoom by entering meeting # 263 206 206.  The passcode is 005369. 

 

 



Advent Sermon Series - The Gift of a Son 

I can't think of a better gift.  The day my son was born nothing else mattered.  I rejoice with my 
wife at this precious gift of life that I got to hold in my arms.  This year we prepare to celebrate 
the gift of a son.  But this is no ordinary son.  If the gift of my son was so profound in my life 
then the gift of this son is life changing.  And it should be. 

This is the son of David.  But he is also the son of Abraham and Tamar and Ruth and Manasseh 
and Achim.  This is the son of Mary.  But what does all of that mean?  I hope you'll join us on 
Wednesday's in Advent to find out why this is so important to each of us.  Our text is Matthew 
1:1-16. 

Social Ministry Begins Planning for the Family Life Center 

The board of Elders has been studying and praying about our first strategic focus objective - 
growing as disciples of Christ.  They have some ideas for improving our existing processes so 
that we can provide better opportunities for each of us to grow as disciples.  Their most 
startling revelation was that we have no existing processes in place to introduce outsiders to 
Jesus Christ.  None.  They have decided that must be a part of our processes for growing as 
disciples of Christ.   

They also recognize that we are blessed to have lots of outsiders who come to the church for 
help in various areas of their life.  Traditionally, we have given them help in the form of financial 
assistance, clothing, or food.  But we have little opportunity to talk to the about Jesus and 
rarely see them again unless they're looking for help again. 

What if, instead of giving them something and saying goodbye, we offered to walk alongside 
them while we helped them through this difficult time in their life?  That model for helping the 
community has been very successful elsewhere but is not available in this area.  We want to 
change that.  We want to implement services to help members of our community that would 
be managed out of our building much like we coordinate Feeding Farmville. 

Social Ministry is excited about this opportunity and is currently learning more about how this 
has been done elsewhere so that we can begin to think about how to do it here.  If you're 
interested in learning more or helping us contact pastor.  We have a special meeting on 
December 10th at 4 pm to talk to the founder of a ministry like this in Richmond. 

 

Applying Bible Principles 

The vast majority of people like to excel at something. Most of us like to do what 
we do in a manner that is truly first-class. Whether we are involved in one of the 
trades, or whether we are working in a profession, we like to excel in what we do. 



  

Similarly, in the Christian life, most of us like to demonstrate our love for the Lord 
in ways that will reflect properly on Him and that will bring honor to Him. As His 
servants, we take great care that our Christian service is of such quality that what 
we do for His sake is first-class. Thus, whether we sing a solo in a worship service 
at church, prepare a meal for someone who is a shut-in, or teach a Bible class, we 
strive to do what we do for God in the very best way possible. 

The Apostle Paul indicates we are also to excel in the grace of giving. “But as you 
excel in everything — in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in 
our love for you — see that you excel in this act of grace” (2 Cor. 8:7). In other 
words, just as we might seek to excel in other ways which demonstrate our 
Christian faith in action, we are also to excel in the grace of giving. 

In the context of the verse we just read, Paul commends the Macedonian 
Christians for giving as much as they were able and more. When we follow their 
example, we experience “grace giving” in action, not only giving as we are able, 
but also, giving beyond our ability. This is possible only as we demonstrate the 
fruit of the Christian life by the power of the Holy Spirit within us. As we step out 
by faith (which is one of the signs of a Spirit-controlled life), we are able to give in 
ways which might seem improbable or impossible at first. The Spirit of God 
thereby motivates us and compels us to excel in the grace of giving! 

One anonymous writer penned these powerful words: “God has a storehouse of 
blessings. Prayer is the key to that storehouse. But faith both turns the key and 
unlocks the door.” 

Say, are you excelling in the grace of giving? If not, why not take God at His Word 
— by faith — and begin today? 

 Breadbreakers Christmas Dinner 

 

In lieu of their normal Bible study the Breadbreakers group is hosting a special Christmas Dinner 
on December 19th at 6 pm.  This will be a fantastic night full of great food, laughter and some 
Christmas carols.  Participants will bring their food dish to the church kitchen that day at 
noon.  Each person will then be able to fill up a plate and take it home.  Right before we begin 



 at 6 each person can warm up their plate in the microwave and then tune into our Bible study 
link on Zoom to join the group for a festive dinner. 

If you would like to participate please RSVP with pastor so that we can coordinate the dinner 
selections.  Since we’re participating virtually no facial coverings will be required but we hope 
you’ll put on your favorite Christmas clothes and get festive with us!  Final details will be shared via email 
with those who RSVP.  Pastor can be reached at pastor@stjohnsfarmville.org. 

Altar Flowers 

 In preparation for the coming year a new flower chart will be placed on the bulletin  board.   
You may sign up for one or two arrangements.    

Rhodette's florist still charges $20 each.  The flowers are  given to the  people of God and in 
honor or memory of a loved one or friend.  Please send your message to the church office 
before the bulletin will be printed.    

The flowers will be wrapped for you to take home after the church service.  

For a special request please call 434-808-6614. 

Christmas Poinsettias  

You may sign up (on the bulletin board) to purchase Christmas Poinsettias.  They are $5 each 
and may be taken home after  the service.    

 

My Stewardship Journey 

This Stewardship thing is BIG!  I’ve always thought I was more suited for social ministry; after 
all, I really love helping people.  Stewardship has always sounded more like asking for money 
and paying off debt like our mortgage.  But that is all so superficial.  My idea of social ministry 
as helping people is superficial as well and perhaps not the same idea as what God has in mind.  
You see, what I’ve learned thus far is that it really is ALL about my relationship with God, HOW I 
use what God has given me and How I help others. I’m still trying to wrap my head around it, 
but it’s a conceptual perspective that is big and makes all the difference in this world and the 
next.  

Stewardship; my relationship to God and how I use His gifts time, talents and money.  All that I 
have is on loan from God and is to be used for God’s purpose and as His blessing for me.  My 
relationship to and use of time is an even harder thing to change than that of money.  I’ve not 
been the best manager of my use of time.  If you know me, you know I’m often late, and even 
this Stewardship Journey entry is a day late getting turned in.   I struggle with workaholism; late 
hours at work, too many projects, and feeling overwhelmed and stressed out.  I have been 



making changes in my use of time to give up this addiction.  I’ve been spending more time in 
prayer in the morning and letting go of certain activities.  I still  need help.  

Time is a gift from God.  I live as if it’s “my” time, but really it’s God’s time.  I live “my” life with 
all “my” plans and ideas and of course they involve doing good things and helping people, 
things that God would want me to do.  And yet, I still ask “what is God’s will and what is God’s 
plan for “my” life”.   I go about “my” life praying and asking for inspiration, yet I often put God 
on standby, in case I need Him and then I’ll call on Him. 

God has plans and ideas of where life is going. One of my favorite bible verses is Jerimiah 19:11,  
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  What if I really lived each moment in God’s plan as 
His time?  How much more would I see His hand in everything, see His miracles.  I’d really be 
WOWED.  I think I would live my life different if I truly believe that God is in charge.  My prayer 
is for God to change my heart since I have been coveting “my” time and not living my life for 
Christ.    I’m living in the understory plan while God has the upper story plan.  So I’ve got it all 
backward, it’s God’s time and I’m His instrument.   

Let’s look at sacrifice and use of our time, for example, giving up a little sleep in the morning so 
I can spend time in prayer and reading the bible.  Or, going out of my way to help someone 
instead of following through on the plans I had for “my” time that day.  In the end, I often get 
more from doing these things than I put into it.  On mornings when I spend time with God He 
often inspires me with thoughts like these on Stewardship.   I feel more peace and don’t feel 
timed after about an hour or so.  When I help someone, I am blessed to see God’s loving grace 
at work in their life and I feel full, much better feeling than I get from shopping or looking on 
Facebook.  When I am in relationship with God, living my life as if it’s ALL God’s time, each 
moment is part of an amazing journey in a relationship beyond my wildest dreams.   

So what do I do?    Pray and meditate on God’s Word and allow God to direct my thoughts and 
life.  Psalm 1: 1-2 states “How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the 
wicked…but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night."   
By being in God’s Word, allowing Him to inspire and direct my prayer, by memorizing bible 
verses and saying them during the day, God will change my heart and my desires and help me 
to live the life that God has planned.   I’ll be hanging out with God more and living on His 
schedule with His plan and seeing just how much He loves me, how amazing He really is, and 
how He wants to use me and bless me.  I will think twice now when saying “my” life.    

Blessings, 

Marion Kyner 


