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“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp 
and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 5: 1416.


Many years ago I travelled to the Malaysian portion of the island of Borneo for a business 
conference. As we walked through the airport terminal I saw a group of young people sitting 
quietly in a group off to the side of the terminal. But what caught my attention was that they 
were all wearing orange jump suits. The suits reminded me very much of what prison inmates 
wear in the United States.


I asked our host about the group and he was kind enough to explain. He said that in Malaysia 
students take an exam in high school and the results of the exam determine their future. If a 
student does well the government sends them off to college. But if the student does not do 
well they are sent off to work camp. The group that we had just passed in the airport was a 
group of teens who were a part of the work camp.


During November we have two celebrations which are important to us as the children of God - 
Election Day and Thanksgiving. As people who have been forgiven every single sin by the 
blood of Christ nobody should be more thankful than us. But as Election Day approaches it can 
be easy to forget how blessed we are to live in the United States. It can be easy NOT to be 
thankful as we listen to politicians attack each other.


Even with all the problems that the United States is struggling with we are so blessed to live in 
this country. I am thankful that my children were able to choose to go to college or to do 
something else. I am thankful that we are free to go to the church of our choosing. I am 
thankful that we are able to elect our president and congressional representatives. I am 
thankful that we are free to speak without persecution. Because we are thankful we gladly 
participate by voting.


Voting is a privilege and a responsibility. It isn't made easy when see and hear our politicians 
behaving badly. It's important to remember that they are sinners like you and me but because 
of their position EVERYTHING they say and do gets reported. That's why Paul urges us to pray 
for those in high positions. (1 Timothy 2:1-2) Here are a few thoughts as you prepare to 
exercise your privilege and responsibility.


God’s word teaches us that everyone lives in TWO kingdoms - an earthly kingdom and an 
eternal kingdom. So we’re citizens of the U.S. and God’s kingdom or citizens of the U.S. and 
the devil’s kingdom. In some rare cases the two kingdoms have been combined into a 
theocracy. The nation of Israel was a theocracy when God appointed their first kings. But not 
the United States where separation of church and state is captured in the First Amendment 
which reads, "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof."


So should we care about the religious beliefs of the candidates? Should we be trying to 
Christianize this country? Yes and no. I agree with Martin Luther who said “I’d rather be 
governed by a smart Turk than a dumb Christian.” We should elect politicians who we believe 
can do the best job running the United States.




But there is always a place for our faith. Our faith instructs EVERY aspect of our lives including 
our vote. In the gospel of Matthew Jesus says, “You are the light of the world. A city set on a 
hill cannot be hidden.” Our Christian faith and values are the light that informs our living, 
speaking, and voting. If we choose not to vote or vote in a manner which is inconsistent with 
our faith then we have hidden God’s light under a basket or bushel. What a tragedy that would 
be because God has put you in this very place to be His light that guides this nation. That is 
the role of the Christian in voting - to bring God’s light to shine on their country. That could not 
be more important right now as our country struggles with really important issues.


There are many issues at stake in this election that God's Word speaks clearly too. First, all 
human life from conception to natural death is precious and must be protected (Exodus 20:13). 
Second, marriage as God instituted it is between a man and a woman (Genesis 2:24). Third, 
God created us male and female (Genesis 1:27). Fourth, we are to be good stewards of this 
earth (Genesis 1:28). Finally, we must be free to preach and teach God's Word (Acts 5:29). I 
have plenty of material to help you understand any of these issues. Please ask if you have 
questions.


I'd like to discuss the last issue in more depth. It is becoming increasingly difficult to preach 
and teach God's Word in the United States. Attacks against our right to free speech and 
freedom of religion are coming from at least two directions. First, our ability to share what we 
believe is in large part controlled by several major companies including Facebook, Wikipedia, 
Twitter, Google, Amazon and major networks like CBS. Rather than remain neutral and 
disseminate information these companies have begun to offer opinions on topics, label some 
as hate speech and even ban some.


The Restored Hope Network is a Christian ministry that helps those with unwanted sexual 
attractions or gender confusion. Their website says, "Restored Hope Network was born to 
declare that Jesus has life- changing power for all who seek him." On October 8, 2020 
Facebook removed Restored Hope Network from its site without notice and it hasn't been 
restored. It is a chilling example of censorship.


Wikipedia is an online encyclopedia which had a longstanding policy of neutrality. On October 
18, 2020 cofounder, Larry Sanger, announced that their neutrality policy was dead and banned 
any of their contributing editors who were deemed homophobic because of their positions on 
gay marriage. Another chilling example of censorship.


Amazon is the world's favorite bookstore and carried the book,"Health Hazards of 
Homosexuality: What the Medical and Psychological Research Reveals" for over three years. 
On July 17 the publishers were notified that the book would no longer be available through 
Amazon because it violates their "content guidelines." Prolife videos have been removed from 
Amazon Prime.


But closer to home the legislature of the Commonwealth of Virginia put into law SB 868 
Discrimination; prohibited in public accommodations, etc., causes of action, civil actions. This 
bill, which became law this past year, does not provide any exception for churches. According 
to the official website, "The bill prohibits discrimination in public and private employment on 
the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity . . . Additionally, the bill (a) prohibits 
discrimination in public accommodations on the basis of sexual orientation, gender identity, or 
status as a veteran." In summary, this new law opens up churches who believe and practice a 
Biblical view of gender identity and marriage to litigation. It is a blatant attempt to bully 
Christians into silence.


But that is the LAST THING our country needs. We need to hear the truth. The truth is that we 
can't fix these problems because they are a result of our sinfulness. God offers us the solution 



to our problems in the blood of Jesus Christ. That blood covers all our sins and gives us 
eternal life and that changes everything. It gives us hope in the face of despair. Peace in the 
face of unrest. Love in the face of hate. The blood of Christ equips us to share hope, peace 
and love with the world. To let our light shine. That's what our nation and our world need. The 
truth to shine.


I want to finish by encouraging you to let your light shine. Tell your neighbors why you are full of 
peace, hope and love when you're faced with persecution and the world is full of chaos. Get 
out and vote because you're thankful for that privilege and responsibility. Let your light shine 
always remembering these words from John 1:5. "The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it."


You're in my prayers. If there is anything I can do to help you to let your Jesus shine let me 
know.


Your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Sorenson


Mission of the Month 
Our Mission of the Month is Operation Christmas Child. This year we packed enough 
shoeboxes to impact 100 children! They will be shipped to over 100 countries where they are 
given to a local church to distribute to children in need. Along with the gifts that you have 
packed with love they will distribute a copy of the Gospel in a booklet called "The Greatest 
Gift." In their native language they will learn about the gift of Jesus and how he offers them the 
forgiveness of their sins.


All of the funds we collect this month will be used to pay for the shipping charges to get those 
shoeboxes to the other side of the world. It costs $9 per shoebox. If you would like to help get 
to shoebox to a child please put your gift in the designated basket or you can put it in an 
envelope labelled Mission of the Month.


New Bible Study 
Join us as we begin a study of the book of Judges. The book of Judges is incredibly important 
and so relative for our walk today. It chronicles the life and times of the Israelites after the death 
of Joshua. Here's how Joshua ends. "Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the 
days of the elders who outlived Joshua and had known all the work that the Lord did for 
Israel." (Joshua 24:31)


You can probably guess what comes next. The Israelites faithfully followed the Lord all the days 
of Joshua and then they didn't. They begin to enjoy their inheritance and take their eyes off of 
the One who gave them the inheritance. The Canaanites that they didn't eliminate will become 
more and more of snare to them and they will become embroiled in idolatry. It's very much our 
story and God's faithfulness in calling them to repentance and restoring them is really 
important for us to understand.


I hope you'll join us. The workbooks will be available in the back of the church. They are $10. 
You can also download the worksheets on the website. We will begin on November 17th 
(Tuesday Night) and November 22nd (Sunday Morning).




EFFECTIVE STEWARDSHIP 

“Empowered by God — Responding by Grace” Applying

Bible Principles


How rich are you? Most of us would respond to that question with a recitation of our material 
possessions. We would list bank accounts and their contents, stocks, bonds, houses, vehicles, 
and other so-called assets as tangible evidence of our wealth.

But is that how rich we are? Not really. Adrian Rogers said this, “If you want to know how rich 
you are, add up everything you have that money can’t buy and what you’ve sent on to heaven. 
That’s how rich you really are.”


There are two ways to send money on to heaven, or as the Bible phrases it, to “lay up 
treasures in heaven.” One is to give to the work of the Lord. As we do that, particularly through 
giving our tithes and offerings here at St. John’s Lutheran Church, we make deposits in what 
one writer described as the “Bank of Heaven.” Another way to accomplish that goal is to give 
to meet the needs of other people. That’s the admonition provided by the Apostle Paul in 1 
Timothy 6:17-19 when he instructed Timothy, “As for the rich in this present age, charge them 
to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, thus storing up 
treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future. . .”


Compared to many people in the world, all of us — to one degree or another — have been 
richly blessed by God. That’s why we need to apply Paul’s counsel to our lives. As we follow 
his instruction, giving in the name of the Lord Jesus to meet the needs of others, we are 
“storing up treasure . . . for the future.”


One of the primary reasons God provides material blessings to us His children is that we might 
through those material provisions minister in His name to other people. According to Matthew

25:40, when we do that, even to what Jesus described as the “least” of His brothers, it is as 
though we have done it unto Him.


As one writer expressed it so well, “Investing in the lives of others and growing in our 
relationship with God are spiritual treasures. They are not subject to destruction or thievery.

They are fully protected. Their value never diminishes.”

Or as an anonymous poet wrote,

“Shall the great Judge say, when my task is through, that my soul had gathered some riches, 
too?

Or shall at the last it be mine to find that all I had worked for was left behind?”

As you consider your true wealth and what really counts for eternity, think about this: How 
much better to be a poor person who is spiritually rich than a rich person who is spiritually 
poor.

How rich are you?


LWML BAZAAR and BAKE SALE.   

Yes, we will be having our Bazaar and Bake Sale Saturday Dec. 12. We will also have the 
cookie walk. Modifications will be in place in order to follow the Covid guidelines.


 My Stewardship Journey

It’s been about two months since I stepped into the role of Stewardship Coordinator here at St. 
John’s and in that time God has had numerous early morning talks with me. I am still grappling 
with many questions and convictions but I’d like to share some of my stewardship journey thus 
far with you. The stewardship program we are using is a year round program with monthly 
stewardship spots called “Effective Stewardship: Building on Bible Principles” about God’s 



relationship with us and our time, talent, and money. I’ve learned a few things. We are stewards 
of God’s gifts; in other words, we are “agents”, “custodians” or “managers” but not owners. 
God owns it all. All that we have is given to us on loan to be used for God’s purpose, and as 
His blessing for us. “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in 
it” (Psalm 24:1). I believe it, but do I live this way? Is it mine or God’s (money, house, car, job, 
clothes, shoes, time, children, etc.)?


God’s job is to take care of me and my job is to fulfill God’s mission and purpose in my life. Do 
I look at life in terms of what I get out of it, where I’m going or what I put into it? Do I trust God 
for everything? For me, the hardest thing about trusting God is trusting God. I am so used to 
relying on myself that I forget to turn to God for help. I don’t like to admit it, but it’s true. Maybe 
I focus too much on the plan when I should focus on His purpose. Am I letting Him take care of 
me, or do I need to direct the show and give God some guidance on how I would do things? 
Do I ask God for what I need? Do I trust that He wants to give me what I ask? Are my motives 
for good reasons or my own desires? These are tough questions.


In August’s stewardship spot we learned that in relation to money, God tells us to give him the 
tithe and test him and see what he will do for us. Test Him? Money is the only subject which 
God challenges us to test him. God presents this test to us in Malachi, saying “Bring the full 
tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, 
says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out 
so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. “ (Mal. 3:10). Why are my money, 
talent and possessions so important to God? The answer is in the first commandment; “You 
shall have no other God’s before me”. What is my relationship to money? How does it make 
me feel?


Money is the number one thing people worship, the second is time. Money is a reward for my 
hard work. Money is a means to get what I want. Money is a bargaining tool with 
others .Money is a status symbol. Money is a source of tension in relationships; spouse, 
children, boss ,co- workers, politics. Money gives me a sense of security in times of crisis and 
for retirement. Money can buy me time with people; going out to dinner with my husband, 
having friends over for a party, and celebrating birthdays with family. Money can buy me 
comfort and joy; home, vacations, clothes and shoes. But, there’s no guarantee for any of 
these. Just look at how often I return clothes and shoes after I’ve purchased them. Money 
gives a false security, look at today’s economy. So why do I even have a relationship with 
money? I used to have a relationship with alcohol and drugs, they used to make me feel good; 
relief for my broken soul – until they didn’t any more. Honestly, I have a relationship to many 
things that bring me pleasure.


I can see how when I’m consumed by these “things”, they can take me away from my 
relationship with my husband, my daughters, family and friends and ultimately further away 
from God. Now I understand why I don’t think about God during the day like I should. It’s 
because my time and thoughts are taken up by my relationship to “things... money... 
status...plans...myself”. God is the giver of all these things and I am the manager or steward of 
what God has given me; time, talent and money. The Bible tells me to give to God first and he 
will “throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have 
room enough for it”. God, out of His love, has given me the most incredible blessing of all – His 
Son, Jesus, who has taken the burden of my sin, when I didn’t deserve or ask for it, so that He 
could have a relationship with ME! He wants to have a relationship with me….


So how am I being a manager or steward of what God has given me? How can I put God 
before

these things more? God has given me this amazing fellowship at St. John’s, a community of 
believers to strengthen my faith and support me in fulfilling His purpose in my life. We are




examples to one another of faith, love and God’s works. As I grow in this role and my 
relationship with God, I will continue to share my journey with you. I hope that I have sparked 
your thinking about God’s love for you and His desire to have a relationship with you.


Stewardship is a journey for each of us. 


Blessings,

Marion Kyner


Treasurer’s Report 
Sep-20 Year thus far 

Total Collections $ 14,931.71 Total Collections $ 142,470.97 
   
  
Savings Used $ 3,000.00  Savings Used $ 25,300.00 
   
          
Total Expenses  $ 20,027.42   Total Expenses  $ 167,579.37 
     
     
          
   
Sep-20 
  
Total Savings Used      $ 3,000.00  Totals Savings Used $ 25,300.00 
   

   
 MOM Mission Match      $ 28.00 MOM Match $ 97.00 
       
MOM- LCEF  
Disaster Relief              $ 588.00 
   
          
Add Mortgage paid   Add Mortgage pd.   $ 6,317.63 
     


