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Outrunning   a   Hurricane      

"He   said   to   them,   'Pick   me   up   and   hurl   me   into   the   sea;   then   the   sea   will   quiet   down  
 for   you,   for   I   know   it   is   because   of   me   that   this   great   tempest   has   come   upon  
 you.'"   Jonah   1:12   Wow!   What   a   dramatic   scene!   Jonah   pleads   with   his   shipmates   to  
 throw   him   into   the   sea   so   that   they   can   have   peace.   But   that   is   no   less   dramatic  
 than   what   we   see   going   on   right   now.   Hurricanes,   wildfires   and   social   unrest   that  
 threaten   our   lives   and   that   we   can't   stop.   Here's   the   GREAT   NEWS.   There   is   no  
 need   to   hurl   our   neighbor   into   the   sea.   God   already   did   that.   He   sacrificed   His   only  
 Son   to   save   us.   So   that   we   can   have   peace.   Here's   the   rest   of   the   story.   Jonah   was  
 supposed   to   go   to   Ninevah   to   tell   them   to   repent   of   their   sins.   But   that   city   is  
 filled   with   people   who   despise   Jonah   and   his   countrymen.   Jonah   doesn't   want   to  
 look   at   them   much   less   save   them.   So   rather   than   obeying   God   Jonah   jumps   on   a  
 ship   going   to   Tarshish.   Just   in   case   you're   not   familiar   with   the   geography  
 Tarshish   is   literally   the   opposite   direction.   God's   word   says   that   Jonah   was   trying  
 to   escape   from   the   presence   of   the   Lord.      

But   there   is   no   escaping   God.   That's   what   leads   up   to   this   very   dramatic   scene.   In  
 Jonah   1:4   we   read,   "But   the   Lord   hurled   a   great   wind   upon   the   sea,   and   there   was   a  
 mighty   tempest   on   the   sea,   so   that   the   ship   threatened   to   break   up."   All   of   this  
 should   sound   familiar.   As   a   nation   we   have   been   running   from   the   Lord   for   some  
 time.   God   has   told   us   to   do   one   thing   and   we   have   done   something   completely  
 different.      

But   that's   not   the   worst   of   it.   We   have   been   called   to   repentance.   To   turn   from  
 our   sinful   behavior   to   the   Lord.   To   love   the   Lord   our   God   with   all   our   heart   and  
 with   all   our  soul   and   with   all   our   mind   and   our   neighbor   as   ourself.   But   instead   we  
 continue   to   do   what  we   want.   We   treat   human   life   with   no   more   regard   that   the  



 garbage   that   needs   to   be   taken   out.   We   have   more   regard   for   our   pets   than  
 another   person's   sexual   dignity.   We   value   our   pride   more   than   we   value   another  
 person's   presence.     

 Make   no   mistake   about   it.   The   storms   that   we   are   experiencing   today   including   the  
 wildfires,   the   hurricanes   and   the   storms   of   racial   and   social   unrest   have   all   been  
 hurled   by   the   Lord   and   there   is   nothing   that   we   can   do   to   stop   them   on   our   own.  
 God   wants   us   to   recognize   that   truth   and   cry   out   to   Him   for   help.      

Jonah's   shipmates   understand   that   they   have   to   do   something   to   save   themselves.  
 In   Jonah   1:11   they   ask   Jonah,   "What   shall   we   do   to   you,   that   the   sea   may   quiet  
 down   for   us?"   That   leads   to   to   Jonah's   response   in   verse   12.   "Pick   me   up   and   hurl  
 me   into   the   sea;   then   the   sea   will   quiet   down   for   you,   for   I   know   it   is   because   of   me  
 that   this   great   tempest   has   come   upon   you."   Jonah's   shipmates   were   horrified.  
 They   don't   want   to   sacrifice   "innocent   blood."   So   they   try   to   save   themselves.   In  
 verse   13   they   try   to   row   themselves   back   to   land   but   as   they   do   the   storm   only  
 gets   worse.   Finally,   they   understand   that   they   can't   do   anything   to   save  
 themselves   so   they   throw   Jonah   overboard   and   the   sea   stopped   from   its   raging.  
 Then   in   Jonah   1:16   we   read,   "Then   the   men   feared   the   Lord   exceedingly,   and   they  
 offered   a   sacrifice   to   the   Lord   and   made   vows."   These   unbelievers   became  
 believers.   They   received   God's   gifts   and   then   praised   Him.   They   worshipped.      

Praise   the   Lord   that   we   don't   have   to   throw   anyone   overboard.   We   don't   have   to  
 sacrifice   anyone.   God   already   did   that.   He   sacrificed   innocent   blood   to   stop   the  
 raging   of   the   seas   so   that   we   can   know   peace.   So   that   we   can   receive   His   gifts   of  
 forgiveness,   eternal   life  and   peace.   So   that   we   can   worship   Him.   

Unfortunately,   many   of   our   neighbors   have   heard   that   message   but   they   don't   like  
 it   so   they're   desperately   trying   to   row   back   to   the   land   but   the   storms   are   only  
 getting   worse.   I   hope   you'll   join   me   in   a   time   of   repentance   and   prayer.   A   time   of  
 recognizing   that   we   can't   fix   this   on   our   own.   A   time   of   confessing   our   sinfulness  
 and   celebrating   our   deliverance   in   Christ   even   as   we   pray   for   the   deliverance   of   our  
 neighbors,   our   communities   and   our   nation.      

Your   servant   in   Christ,      

Pastor   Matt   Sorenson      



Mission   of   the   Month   -   Feeding   Farmville      

This   month   all   of   your   contributions   to   the   Mission   of   the   Month   will   go   to   support  
 Feeding   Farmville.   Their   vision   is   to   help   our   neighbors   grow   closer   to   God   through  
 His   unconditional   love.   They   accomplish   that   by   bringing   a   coalition   of   volunteers    

together   from   across   our   community   to   deliver   over   800   meals   to   our   neighbors   on  
 Thanksgiving   morning.   While   the   volunteers   are   delivering   the   meals   they   take   time  
 to   share   in fellowship   and   prayers   with   their   neighbors.   Every   year   this   project  
 brings   tears   of   joy   to   both   the   volunteers   and   those   receiving   the   meals.      

Although   this   project   has   been   led   by   a   group   from   St.   John's   Lutheran   Church   it  
 only   works   because   it   enjoys   broad   support   from   many   of   the   churches   and  
 businesses   in   the   community.   The   churches   and   businesses   supply   everything   from  
 monetary   donations   to   pumpkin   pies   that   they   have   prepared.   This   year   the   project  
 is   even   more   important   because   even   more   of   our   neighbors   are   struggling   both  
 with   finances   and   loneliness.   But   at   the   same   time   many   of   the   businesses   and  
 churches   that   have   supported   the   project   are   also   struggling.   Therefore,   your  
 support   is   even   more   important.   We   will   need   volunteers   to   cook,   package   and  
 deliver   meals.   We   need   financial   donations   to   purchase   food   and   supplies.   We   need  
 your   prayers!      

Any   donation   received   in   a   Mission   of   the   Month   envelope   during   October   will   be  
 given   to   Feeding   Farmville   and   will   be   used   to   provide   those   meals   that   bless   so  
 many   people!    

Our   Worship   Service   Practice   During   the   Pandemic      

Since   the   beginning   of   the   COVID19   pandemic   the   leaders   of   St.   John's   have   been  
 guided   by   two   principles   as   we   have   made   decisions   about   how   to   carry   out   our  
 mission   statement   -   experiencing   and   sharing   the   love   of   Jesus   Christ.   First,   as  
 God's   children   we   seek   to   love   God   and   do   what   He   commands.   Second,   we   seek   to  
 love   our   neighbors.   So   we   continuously   seek   to   understand   how   we   can   provide  
 worship   services   while   keeping   both   our   members   and   our   neighbors   safe.      



Initially,   we   closed   our   building   and   offered   worship   services   in   a   virtual   worship  
 space   only.   We   did   that   before   it   was   required   and   we   continued   to   do   that   even  
 after   the   state   allowed   in   person   gatherings.   We   opened   for   an   in-person   service  
 when   we   believed   we   could   keep   those   in   attendance   safe   but   we   continued   to   offer  
 our   virtual   service   for   those   who   preferred   to   stay   home.   We   continued   to   work  
 towards   providing   a   worship   experience   for   both   the   in-person   community   and   the  
 virtual   community   that   was   safe   and   excellent.   To   that   end   we   delayed  
 reintroducing   a   second   in-person   service   so   that   we   could   serve   the   virtual  
 community   well.      

We   do   many   things   to   make   the   in-person   service   as   safe   as   possible.      

1.   The   sanctuary   is   sanitized   after   every   use.   The   chairs   are   sprayed   and   the  
 surfaces   are   cleaned.      

2.      do   not   pass   anything   from   person   to   person.      

3.   Facial   coverings   are   worn   in   the   sanctuary.      

4.   Chairs   are   placed   six   feet   apart.      

5.   Responsive   reading   and   singing   is   limited.      

6.   Chairs   have   been   placed   so   that   they   are   not   in   front   of   an   air   duct.   7.   The  
 pastor   remains   15   -   20   feet   from   the   congregation   while   he   preaches.   

 8.   Equipment   upgrades   were   made   to   the   ventilation   system   which   neutralize   pollen,  
 allergens,   mold   and   COVID19.      

9.   Members   can   sit   in   the   narthex   or   a   separate   room   where   they   are   separated   by  
 walls   but   can   still   participate   in   the   in-person   service.      

As   of   September   27th   we   will   be   resuming   in-person   worship   services   at   both   8   am  
 and   10:30   am.   I   rejoice   that   we   have   been   able   to   successfully   integrate   both   the  
 audio   and   video   equipment   from   our   sanctuary   into   our   virtual   worship   service.   This  
 means   that   we  will   be   able   to   serve   both   the   in-person   community   and   the   virtual  
 community   well   at   the   same   time.   Our   10:30   service   will   be   available   to   both   people  
 in   the   building   and   people   in   the   virtual   worship   space.      



Those   who   have   been   participating   virtually   should   only   notice   a   few   changes.   First,  
 the   audio   and   video   quality   should   be   improved!   Second,   all   the   readings   will   be  
 done   in   the   sanctuary   so   we   will   not   be   subject   to   issues   on   the   internet.   Third,   the  
 preacher   will   be   in the   pulpit   rather   than   addressing   a   computer   screen.   I   have   only  
 identified   two   negatives.    

First,   the   pastor   will   not   be   able   to   interact   with   people   in   the   virtual   worship  
 space   like   the   children   during   the   children's   message.   Second,   the   pastor   will   not  
 be   able   to   see   any     of   the   people   in   the   virtual   worship   community.   I   expect   this   to  
 be   a   better   experience for   the   virtual   community   because   of   the   improved   quality  
 and   fewer   disruptions.   Prayer   requests   will   still   be   submitted   through   the   chat  
 room   which   will   be   managed   by   a   team   of   volunteers   and   there   will   still   be   an  
 opportunity   for   fellowship   after   the   service   in   the   virtual   space.   On   communion  
 Sundays   we   will   share   the   benediction   and   sing   the   closing   hymn   prior   to  
 celebrating   the   Lord's   Supper   so   that   those   in   the   virtual   space   can   either share  
 fellowship   or   leave.      

Your   help   is   needed   in   three   areas.   Please   share   with   us   feedback   so   that   we   can  
 continue   to   improve   the   worship   experience   for   everyone.   Second,   please   be  
 patient   with   the   team   as   we're   all   learning   together.   Finally,   please   keep   praying  
 for   and   loving   the   leaders   of   your   church   as   they   seek   to   serve   the   Lord   and   each  
 of   you.      

Are   In-Person   Worship   Services   and   Singing   Essential   Practices?      

Since   the   pandemic   began   months   ago   there   have   been   many   different   thoughts   on  
 how   we   should   respond   as   a   nation,   communities,   congregations   and   people.   It   is  
 important   to   remember   that   none   of   us   have   been   here   before   and   so   I   continue   to  
 urge   us   to   be   patient   and   loving   with   our   neighbors.   The   apostle   Paul   urges   the  
 citizens   of   Rome   who endured   so   much,   "Rejoice   in   hope,   be   patient   in   tribulation,  
 be   constant   in   prayer."   (Romans   12:12)      

One   of   the   questions   that   has   surfaced   is   how   should   the   church   respond   when   the  
 authorities   forbid   public   gatherings   and   singing?   Churches   in   Virginia   were  
 prohibited   from   having   in-person   services   for   several   months.   Churches   in   other  
 parts   of   the   country   are   still   prevented   from   hosting   in-person   services.   In  



 Virginia   the   authorities   only   recommended   that   singing   be   avoided   but   in   some  
 states   it   has   been   prohibited.   Recently   several   churches   and   religious   leaders   have  
 expressed   their   disapproval   of   these   prohibitions   and   cited   Acts   5:29   where   the  
 apostle   Peter   says,   “We   must   obey   God   rather   than   men."   as   justification   for   the  
 church   to   reject   the   authority   of   the   state   to   curtail   in-person   services   and  
 singing   and   to   resume   these   activities.   They   appeal   to   Christians  everywhere   to  
 stand   with   them.   In   light   of   their   ongoing   public   appeal   I   wanted   to   share   with   you  
 a   few   thoughts.      

They   correctly   state   that   worship   is   an   essential   activity   for   God's   people.  
 Worship   is   God   bestowing   His   gifts   upon   us   and   then   us   responding   to   those   gifts.   I  
 absolutely   agree   with   them   that   it   is   an   essential   activity   for   God's   people.   God  
 delights   to   share   His   gifts   of   forgiveness,   life   and   salvation   with   me   every   day   and  
 I   have   to   respond   with   prayer,   praise   and   thanksgiving.   That   is   an   essential   activity  
 for   the   child   of   God.  

    But   they   go   further.   They   point   out   that   the   Greek   word   for   church   (ekklesia)  
 means   an   assembly   and   that   for   the   church   to   be   the   church   it   has   to   assemble.  
 They   will   cite   verses   like   Hebrews   10:24-25,   "And   let   us   consider   how   to   stir   up  
 one   another   to  l ove   and   good   works,    not   neglecting   to   meet   together ,   as   is   the  
 habit   of   some,   but   encouraging   one     another,   and   all   the   more   as   you   see   the   Day  
 drawing   near."   as   evidence   that   God   requires   His   people   to   assemble.      

However,   the   authorities   have   not   prohibited   the   church   from   assembling.   They  
 have   prevented   the   church   from   assembling    in-person .   Instead   the   church   has  
 been   encouraged   to   assemble   in   parking   lot   services,   virtual   services   and   in   other  
 creative   venues.    Therefore,   it   might   be   helpful   to   look   at   how   the   apostles  
 understood   the   term   assembly   in   their   day.     

 When   Scripture   was   being   written   and   the   holy   writers   used   the   term   assembly   to  
 describe   the   church   and   encouraged   us   to   meet   together   the   majority   of   those  
 assemblies   were   in   small   house   churches.   In   fact,   for   the   first   300   years   of   the  
 church   assemblies   were   prohibited.   It   wasn't   until   313   that   Constantine   issued   the  
 Edict   of   Milan   which   recognized   Christianity   and   allowed   Christians   to   assemble.  
 Until   that   time,   the   church   assembled   in   small   groups   in   private   homes.      



How   did   God   work   through   this   challenging   environment   to   unite   His   people?   The  
 Holy   Spirit   inspired   the   holy   writers   to   send   His   word   to   the   local   assemblies.   Most  
 of   the   Pauline   epistles   that   we   have   in   the   Bible   today   were   written   to   a   local  
 assembly   but   then   were   circulated   among   all   of   the   assemblies.   "And   when   this  
 letter   has   been   read   among   you,   have   it   also   read   in   the   church   of   the   Laodiceans;  
 and   see   that   you   also   read   the   letter   from   Laodicea."   (Colossians   4:16).   It   was   the  
 word   of   God   being   circulated   amongst   all   of   the   small,   disparate   assemblies   that  
 united   the   people   in   the   midst   of   persecution.   I   find   nothing   is   God's   Word   that  
 demands   that   God's   people   assemble    in-person .   In   fact,  the   assembling   that   we  
 have   been   doing   virtually   seems   more   like   what   the   early   church   was   doing   where  
 we   have   lots   of   small   local   assemblies   being   united   by   the   Word   of   God   shared   over  
 the   internet!   (While   not   required   to   assemble   in-person   there   are   many   advantages  
 to   an   in-person   assembly   including   the   participation   in   the   Sacraments   which   are   a  
 physical   blessing.)      

Those   assemblies   of   the   early   church   were   subjected   to   constant   persecution   and  
 the   result   was   that   the   church   grew   quickly.   A   local   assembly   would   be   persecuted  
 and   so   the   people   who   scatter   to   different   places   where   they   began   to   worship  
 again   and   invite   other   people   to   join   them.   God   used   persecution   to   grow   His  
 church.   The   present   situation   should   also   be   an   opportunity   to   grow   the   church   as  
 we   look   to   new   ways   to   share   God's   Word   with   people   while   protecting   their   health.  
    

When   they   insist   that   God   requires   His   people   to   sing   they   cite   Colossians   3:16.  
 "Let   the   word   of   Christ   dwell   in   you   richly,   teaching   and   admonishing   one   another   in  
 all   wisdom,   singing   psalms   and   hymns   and   spiritual   songs,   with   thankfulness   in   your  
 hearts   to   God." Lutherans   have   a   great   heritage   of   singing.   We   love   to   sing  
 privately   and   corporately.   But this   is   a   misapplication   of   this   particular   passage.  
 Paul   is   talking   about   how   we   live   our   lives   and   not   how   we   worship   together   as   a  
 group.   Clearly   in   the   history   of   the   church   there   have   been   periods   like   the   early  
 church   where   there   was   not   a   lot   of   singing   because   their   assemblies   were   not  
 permitted.    The   church's   desire   to   assemble   in-person   and   to   sing   are   good   desires  
 in   response   to   all   that   God   has   done   for   us.   But   even   good   desires   can   used   by  
 Satan   to   lead   us   astray.   I   believe   that   is   what   is   happening   today   and   Satan   is   using  



 it   to   exacerbate   an   already   difficult   set   of   circumstances.   God's   Word   very   clearly  
 tells   us   to   honor   the   authorities   that   God   has   given   us.   (Romans   13:1).   So   when   the  
 world   witnesses   the   church   disregarding   the   authorities   when   it   suites   them   then  
 the   world   asks   what   right   we   have   to   tell   them   to   honor   those   same   authorities.      

That   is   the   last   message   the   church   wants   to   send   in   these   difficult   times   where  
 so   many   people   in   our   midst   are   already   questioning   elected   leaders   and   law  
 enforcement   officials.   That   message   only   contributes   the   the   lawlessness   that  
 Jesus   came   to   bring   an   end   too   through   his   death   and   resurrection.      

Make   no   mistake   about   it.   These   are   very   difficult   times   that   call   for   great  
 sacrifice.   But   that's   exactly   what   Christ   did   for   us   and   in   turn   what   we   are   asked  
 to   do   for   our   neighbors.   "I   appeal   to   you   therefore,   brothers,   by   the   mercies   of  
 God,   to   present   your   bodies   as   a   living   sacrifice,   holy   and   acceptable   to   God,   which  
 is   your   spiritual   worship."   As   we   sacrifice   our   desires   for   the   sake   of   our   neighbor  
 and   our   God   we   offer   to   God   our   spiritual   worship   and   the   world   comes   to   know  
 what   a   great   God   we   have!   It   is   my   hope   and   prayer   that   these   thoughts   will  
 encourage   more   conversation   centered   on   God's   will   for   our   lives   as   found   in   His  
 Word.      

  St.   John’s   2020   Operation   Christmas   Child      

We   packed   100   SHOEBOXES   again   this   year   and   did   it   with   social   distancing!  
 Thank   you   to   everyone   who   donated   to   the   bulk   items   as   well   as   those   who   picked  
 up   shoeboxes   to   finish   packing   them   at   home.   If   you   have   not   returned   them   to   the  
 church,   please   drop   them   off   in   the   fellowship   hall.     And   a   special   thank   you   to   the  
 Christmas   Elves   who   helped   set   up   and   prepare   the   supplies   for   packing,   you   know  
 who   you   are   !!   We   were   blessed   again   this   year   with   a   Thrivent   Action   Team   Grant  
 to   put   together   100   Kits   for   Kids   for   Teenage   Boys   and   Girls.    

Mabelle   attended   the   Farmville   OCC   Community   Kick   Off   at   Heritage   Baptist   on  
 Sept.   12   and   shared   with   them   the   work   you   all   have   done   to   make   this   a   success.  
 The   Shoeboxes   will   be   sent   to   Boone,   NC   in   November.   We   will   continue   to   collect  
 the   Shipping   Fee   of   $9   per   box with   the   Mission   of   the   Month   in   November.    

Thank   you   for   all   your   support   in   making   this   year’s   Shoebox   Packing   a   Success   ! ! 



    

  

  

Treasurer’s Report 

                     August                                                                                        
Year thus far 

 I    have   reformatted   my   report   this   month   to   show   the   total   collections   and   the  
 savings   used   to   pay   our   bills   as   two   separate   line   items.   The   way   in   which   I   was  
 labeling   them   in   the   past   had   people   mistakenly   thinking   that   we   were   consistently  

Total Collections $17,123.85 Total Collections  $   127,539.26

Savings Used $3,500.00 
 

Savings Used $     22,300.00

Total Expenses $  9,865.06 Total Expenses $   147,551.95

        August-20

 Total Savings Used $ 3,500.00 Total Savings 
Used

$     22,300.00

MOM Mission Match $      27.50 MOM Match $             
69.00

MOM- LCEF 
Disaster Relief

$    777.50

Add Mortgage paid $    550.00 Add Mortgage 
paid

$          
6,317.63



 meeting   our   budget.   That   is   not   the   case.   Each   month   I   am   drawing   from   saving   to  
 keep   our   accounts   current.      

While   the   vast   majority   of   our   members   continue   to   give   sacrificially   to   the   work  
 of   the church,   despite   all   of   the   difficulties   associated   with   COVID19,   the  
 church’s   finances   are  suffering.   Two   issues   have   particularly   impacted   our   finances.  
 First,   several   families   have   moved   out   of   the   area   and   no   longer   worship   at   St.  
 John’s.   While   this   is   somewhat   normal   for   some   families   to   move   out   of   the   area  
 and   others   to   move   into   the   area   the   pandemic   has   made   it   challenging   for   new  
 families   to   come   into   churches   that   are   not   physically   open  thus   exacerbating   this  
 issue.   Second,   some   families   which   had   previously   supported   the   work   of   our  
 congregation   financially   have   not   been   doing   so   during   the   pandemic.    

When   disasters   occur,   our   members   faithfully   rise   to   the   challenge   as   seen   by  
 August's   Mission   of   the   Month   (MOM)   collection   for   Disaster   Relief   totaling  
 $577.50.   Already   in  September   another   $560   has   been   given   for   disaster   relief   as  
 of   Sept   20th.     Special   gifts   to   reduce   the   mortgage   and   further   our   Strategic  
 Focus   Objectives   were   given   in   August   totaling   $550.    

One   saving   grace   has   been   that   some   of   our   monthly   bills   have   been   reduced,   such  
 as   the   electric   bill.   Usually   running   close   to   $700   for   late   summer   into   early   fall,   it  
 is   averaging half   that   as   many   items   have   been   turned   off   since   we   are   not  
 consistently   in   the   building.   I   thank   our   buildings   &   ground   team   for   their  
 thoughtful   actions.      

My   challenge   to   you   is   that   you   keep   your   church   and   its   members   in   your   prayers.  
 Reach   out   to   those   friends   you   haven't   seen   in   these   great   many   months.   Check   on  
 their   welfare;  let   them   know   they   are   missed.   We   are   a   family.   Too   often   families  
 tend   to   take   each   other   for   granted,   but   they   are   one   of   God's   great   gifts   to   us.    
 Let   us   reconnect   with   those   friends   that   make   St   John's   such   a   special   place   for  
 us,   whether   we   are   able   to   come   together   as   a   group   or   not.      

    LWML   News   October   2020      

WELCOME   BACK,   ALL   LADIES!   We   had   our   first   LWML   meeting   on   September   8 th  

  since    since COVID-19 invaded our lives in March 2020. It was so good to see 
everyone in person, share a Bible study, and discuss what we plan for the future. 



On October 13 th we will be resuming our usual schedule for our meetings as the 
second Tuesday of each month at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall. Everyone is to wear a 
face covering, and we will provide space between us. With that in mind, it is helpful 
if you will let me know if you plan to attend so that I can have the seating 
appropriate for social distancing. Barbara Hansen is the Bible study leader and 
Elfriede Wolford is the hostess for this October meeting. Remember that each of 
us should bring our own sandwich and Bible. 

Another exciting development is regarding the Ladies’ Lunch Bunch! I’ve contacted 
Merk’s Place to see if that would work with them and they approved. Please let me 
know if you plan to join us for this special time together for fellowship. Please wear 
a face covering upon entering the restaurant. The date is October 15 th at 11:00 to 
visit with each and order our food at 11:30, so you can come any time. [Note: The 
schedule for our Lunch date will be the Thursday after the LWML meeting now 
instead of the second Thursday of the month.] 

I look forward to seeing those of you who feel comfortable joining us.   

Serving the Lord with Gladness, 

Mabelle Bloker 

A God Who Can Heal and Restore 

 There are times in our lives when we see so much happening around us that we 
cannot control. At times like that, as believers in the power of God to help us, we 
turn to Him in our prayers. We have planned such a service on Thursday, October 
8th at 7:00 PM. In our sanctuary.  

It is Paul who says in Philippians 4:6 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
know to God.” We see the devastating effect that Alzheimer’s disease is having on 
people all around us and often in our own families. Life has been disrupted by the 
Coronavirus. In our service we want to take time to pray for these two areas in 
particular. Also we will give time for anyone who would like to share personal 
experiences with these diseases.  

Plan to take the time to come let God know your concerns. 



 A PRAYER SERVICE FOR OUR NATION AND THE COMING ELECTION 

April 29th, Thursday evening at 7:00 PM in our sanctuary we want to gather to 
take time to pray for God’s hand of blessing for our nation and for the election the 
following week. St Paul urges us in 1 Timothy 2:1-2 “First of all, then, I urge 
that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all 
people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a 
peaceful and quiet life.” Life around us has been anything but peaceful and quiet 
this year. 

We ask you to come with us that evening and bring your concerns about the unrest, 
the riots, the storms, the wild fires, and the pandemic, as well as the election that 
is right around the corner. Do you feel powerless? God is almighty so let’s bring our 
fears and worries to Him knowing that He has the power to bring that peace and 
quietness that we so desire.  

Feeding Farmville 

A meeting will be held on Oct.7 at 7p.m. to go over plans and make any last minute 
changes for Feeding Farmville.  This is also for those uncertain about volunteering 
to come and ask questions and gather info.  There will be changes this year due to 
Covid-19 and we value others opinions and suggestions.  


