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The Joy of Being a Child in the Midst of a Pandemic
"Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways!" Romans 11:33 
What we're going through right now is beyond difficult. Beyond frustrating. For a 
variety of reasons. You're not alone in feeling that way. Most of the people that I 
talk too are weary and frustrated. I am. 
One of the things that really frustrates me is that I don't have answers. When this 
began in March I can remember hoping that everything would return to normal by 
Easter. Today we're returning to school and things are far from normal. Should 
students be in school? Should church buildings be open? Should we all be 
wearing masks? Should we be singing around other people? When will there be 
a vaccine? When will we be able to see members of our congregation that we 
haven't seen in months? When will things return to some semblance of normal? 
On top of COVID-19 we have an election coming up and terrible storms ravaging 
our country - firestorms, windstorms, hurricanes and storms of racial unrest. 
These leave us wondering what tomorrow will look like.
When I'm looking for answers I usually end up in prayer so I'd like to share with 
you the image that God gave me in the midst of my prayer time. It's spectacular. 
Think back to when you were but a child (I know that's harder for some than 
others but try). When I was a child I didn't need to worry about how the electric 
bill would get paid. Or who the next president would be. Or what was going on in 
the Middle East or Washington DC. I didn't have to worry about curing cancer, 
COVID-19 or inflation. Why? Because I trusted my parents. They always 
provided a loving, safe home for me to live in. I always believed that they would 
take care of that stuff for me. 
Then I moved out on my own and it seemed like it was now up to me to take care 
of all of that stuff on my own. But it's not. Perhaps the most important thing we 
need to acknowledge is that we don't have all of the answers. (I really appreciate 
it when someone will admit that to me). We don't have all the answers. That can 
be really scary to admit but it doesn't have to be because we know someone who 
does know the answers. God. That's Paul's point in Romans 11.33. Listen to him 
again. "Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways!" Inscrutable 
means impossible to understand. It is impossible for us to understand God. 



What a comfort it is to know that God knows about everything going on and has 
an answer to all of the world's problems. What a comfort to know that God is 
orchestrating all of these events for our good (Romans 8:28). Jesus says the 
same thing in Matthew 10:28-31. "Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And 
not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs 
of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than 
many sparrows." We don't have to have all of the answers because our heavenly 
Father does! That means that we're free to enjoy being a child again. We can 
enjoy playing on the playground or with our action figures because our heavenly 
Father knows everything and is taking care of everything. We're invited to enjoy 
living as His children. 
If there is anything that I can do to help you in your prayer life please contact me. 
I'm going to invite you to join me in a special 40 days of prayer for our world and 
nation in the weeks to come. I pray that will be a blessing in filling you with the 
joy of being His child. 
God's Peace, 
Pastor Matt Sorenson 

Our Response to COVID-19 
The leaders of St. John's Lutheran Church have endeavored to respond to 
COVID-19 in a way that demonstrates both uncompromising faithfulness to God's 
Word and love for our neighbors. I believe we have done that and those two 
principles will continue to guide our response. 
Unfortunately, adhering to those two tenets has meant sacrifice on our behalf. 
We were unable to be in our building for festivals like GoodFriday, Easter and 
Pentecost. Funerals, baptisms and confirmations have all been impacted. We 
haven't been able to sing our favorite hymns together and in some cases we 
haven't seen friends on a long time. This is in fact what Jesus warns us about. In 
Matthew 16:24 he tells us "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow me." 
Jesus didn't come to be served but to serve. He came to put the world's need for 
forgiveness ahead of his need for life and he expects those who are a part of his 
kingdom. Those who are celebrating that forgiveness and life to deny 
themselves. To set aside their own needs and to bear their neighbor's cross just 
as he bore our cross. The cross that we bear today are the inconveniences we 
suffer for the sake of our neighbor. We don't have to agree with the science or 
the politics. It just makes bearing the cross all that more difficult. 
I also want you to know that we are committed to returning to worship and other 
activities in our building as soon as possible. We will continue to seek ways that 
we can resume "normal" activities in new ways using technology, face coverings 
or social distancing. We are actively working to integrate audio and video 



equipment so that the virtual service can be conducted while the in-person 
service is being held. We have made progress but are not quite there. 
There have also been more scholarly articles written on the risk of singing during 
the pandemic and we will evaluate those as we consider reintroducing live 
singing in the services. All of these decisions will be made based demonstrating 
uncompromising faithfulness to God's Word and love for our neighbors. As we 
make progress and reach decisions we will communicate those with you as soon 
as possible. 
In the meantime we hope you'll join us for worship in the sanctuary at 8 am or 
online at 10:30 am. Come and celebrate the Lord's Supper Monday through 
Thursday from 10 - 1. Join us for adult Bible study on Sundays or Tuesdays. Join 
us for Breadbreakers on Saturday evenings. In these difficult times it is so 
important to rest in God's mighty arms utilizing the gifts He gives us! 

Applying Bible Principles 
“ . . . ask, and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and it will be 
opened to you” (Luke 11:9). 
God has a wonderful “system” by which we as His children are to get our needs 
met. It’s a very simple “system,” but somehow, we fail to utilize it as we should. 
Here’s the plan: God says we are to ask Him. Is that simple or what? We are to 
call unto Him, to cry out our needs before Him, to bring our petitions before His 
throne. But somehow, we must think His plan is too complex, for with most of us, 
asking God is the last thing we do when we have needs. 
Oh, we’ll tell our friends. We’ll discuss our needs with any and all who have the 
patience and courtesy to listen. We’ll frequently complain about our problems, 
even to the extent of sometimes holding God responsible for His seeming failure 
to provide for us. But ask God? Usually we’ll do that only as a last resort. 
The result is a sad state of affairs among Christians. “You want something but 
don’t get it. . . .You do not have, because you do not ask God. When you ask, 
you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend 
what you get on your pleasures” (James 4:2-3). So our needs go unmet because 
either we do not ask or we ask with wrong motives. 
J. Irvin Overholtzer was a pastor who was greatly used by God as the founder of 
Child Evangelism Fellowship. His philosophy of providing for the financial needs 
of this world-wide organization was this: “Ask God . . . and tell His people.” Yes, 
we need to share our needs with others. We ought to make others aware of 
opportunities for them to get involved in being used of God to meet those needs. 
But the first step in the entire process is this: “Ask God.” 
And when we do, we can claim His promise stated so clearly in Jeremiah 33:3 — 
“Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and hidden things you have 
not known.” 



Say, do you have needs in your life today? Why not “ask God”? Why not come 
boldly to His throne? Why not take Him at His Word and “call” to Him? That’s 
God’s plan for His children: “ . . . ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will 
find; knock and it will be opened to you” (Luke 11:9). Or as Eliza Hickock wrote a 
century ago, “I know not by what methods rare, but this I know: God answers 
prayer!” 
New Bible Study on JOSHUA 
Our new Bible study on the book of Joshua will begin on Sunday, September 
13th and Tuesday, September 15th. The Sunday morning Bible study will be 
available in the fellowship hall or online at 9:15. The Tuesday evening Bible study 
will be available online only at 7pm. 
This description is from the Lutheran Study Bible. "The conquest of Canaan did 
not happen overnight, nor was it completed during Joshua's lifetime. The Book of 
Joshua covers only seven years and three campaigns against the people of 
Canaan, a struggle that would last until David's reign c 400 years later. Yet, 
Joshua's account anticipates full success and shows the people he way to 
ultimate victory: trust in the Lord, for He always fulfills His promises." 
This Bible study will follow the same format that we used for Genesis and Exodus 
last year. There are booklets and homework sheets to complete for the nine 
week study. They can be picked up in the back of the Church. The cost in $10 
and it can be put in the box, dropped off in the office or put in the offering plate 
(include a note). The homework should be completed before class so that you 
can fully participate in the discussion. 
We hope to see you in Bible study in a couple weeks! 
Mission of the Month 
The MOM for September is LCMS - Disaster Response. “We love because he 
first loved us.” (1 John 4:19). The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s Disaster 
Response ministry responds to immediate and long -term needs following natural 
and man-made disasters. 
Working through LCMS districts and congregations as well as with international 
Lutheran churches and other partners, LCMS Disaster Response builds capacity 
of the church’s partners to respond to needs with Christian care. The ministry 
reaches out to LCMS congregations and their communities with services that 
include on-site assessment, emergency relief and development grants, pastoral 
care for LCMS church workers and members, and other resources. 
Current examples of places where these funds would be used would be 
communities impacted by the wildfires, windstorms and hurricanes. If you would 
like to contribute you can put a gift in the basket at the back of the sanctuary, 
drop a gift off in the church office or put it in the mail. Please make a note that it 
is for LCMS disaster response or the MOM. 



SOCIAL MINISTRY 
SHOE BOX PACKING August 22 – September 12 

We are planning to send 100 shoe boxes this year. Please help by picking up 
Shoeboxes from the Fellowship Hall. Individuals / Families may pick up 1-5 
empty shoeboxes at the church. Begin packing them and return them to the 
church Fellowship Hall by September 12. The boxes will be PRE-LABELED for 
each AGE GROUP: 10 Boxes each for Boys & Girls ages 2-5; 15 Boxes each 
ages 6-9 and 25 Boxes each for Boys & Girls ages 10-14. There are bulk items 
available for each box and several toys that you can add as well. An Information 
Sheet available at church listing THINGS TO INCLUDE IN EACH BOX: (Soap & 
Wash Cloth,Tooth Brush, Bag, Pencil Case & Pencils, Comb, Plastic Cup, Spiral 
Notebook, Crayons, A Wow Item – something special, Item of Clothing (1-2), 
other accessories or school items, small toys or useful items, and a personal 
note). Remember when purchasing items, space is limited to a SHOEBOX. 
Shipping for each shoebox costs $9. We have until November to raise money for 
the shipping or you may include this in your shoebox. 
DO NOT INCLUDE: NO liquids, lotions, medications, toothpaste, candy, 
gum, used or glass items, knives, toy guns or war toys. 
Please pray for the child who will receive the shoebox, who may have never 
heard the Name of Jesus. Remember, the shoebox you will pack with 
gifts and necessary items is a tangible expression of God’s love and a 
way to share the love of Jesus Christ with others. After receiving their 
shoebox the children will go through the Greatest Journey Bible Study with 
local church workers and Samaritan’s Purse Staff. You are a big part of that 
transforming of families and communities as new churches are planted. 
Thank you for all your support in making this year’s Shoebox Packing 

a Success!!
Operation Christmas Child Workshop 

Saturday, Sept. 12th 10:00 - 12:00 
Heritage Baptist Church 

                          700 Milnwood Rd. 

                  Everyone is welcome to attend



Feeding Farmville Newsletter for Sept. 2020

 

YES, VIRGINIA, THERE WILL BE FEEDING FARMVILLE 2020. 
The turkeys have come and the work has begun. We have met with a 
representative from the Piedmont Section of the Virginia Health 
Department, who told us he was enthused about us serving to meet needs 
of people in our community and gave us some directions on how we might 
do it and still meet requirements concerning COVID-19. Several of our 
chief workers from the past are dealing with health issues so we are 
looking for some new faces to step forth to lend a hand with organizing & 
planning for the event. One area is organizing & cooking the meal, another 
area is helping in seeking the volunteers to bake the pies and turkeys. Help 
with keeping the food donations counted and updated, and assistance with 
planning the routing are several other areas where assistance would be 
appreciated. If you are interested in serving your community in any of 
these areas or have questions about serving in some other way, please 
contact Shirley Sorenson at 434.391.3333 or sls.nanbear@gmail.com.


