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… how beautiful are the feet of the messenger who brings good news 
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Living As Christians: Christian Vocations in All of Life 

by Pastor Richard J. Boeck, Jr. 
 

"But someone will say, 'You have faith, and I have works.' Show me your faith without your 

works, and I will show you my faith by my works." (James 2:18) 

 

There is no greater struggle for God's people today than to discover how to live as 
Christians in the world.While Scripture gives us all kinds of direction and insight, we are prone 

to missing it because of the prevailing worldview of our culture.  Going all the way back in 
history to the philosophies of Plato and Aristotle, the Western world in particular, has functioned 
with a dual view of existence.  On one plane there is the spiritual, which Plato and the ancient 

Greeks declared to be good, and on the other plane there is the material world, which was 
declared to be intrinsically evil.  Aristotelian philosophy held to a dualism that basically held that 

there are two truths, the truth of the supernatural world, and the truth of the natural world which 
contradicts the supernatural world.  It was this type of thinking that led people, prior to the 
Reformation, to believe that laypeople couldn't attain a great level of the spiritual because only 

the "religious people," priests, nuns, monks, hermits, etc., could reach the heights of the super-
natural because they set themselves off from the world. 
 

During the Reformation, the reformers pointed the people to Scripture and noted that all 
of life, for everyone who believes in Jesus, is spent in service to God.  Dr. Luther pointed out 

that a baker, a merchant, a homemaker, and every other person serving others by their work or 
profession was carrying out their vocation as given to them by God.  To live and work as a 
redeemed child of God is to serve Him and others according to His Will.  When the Age of 

Enlightenment came along in Europe after the Reformation, the thinking of the people reverted 
to the old dualism, partly because the reformers didn't develop a vocabulary which could help 

people to reject such falsehood and fully appreciate to what calling they had according to God's 
Will.  Somehow this has led to people talking about "going into the ministry"  as if "ministry" is 
only "ministry" when it's done by pastors, teachers, or other trained "church" professionals.  I 

remember reading a few years ago about one Christian businessman who felt he was a second-
class Christian because he was in business. 
 

This article certainly is a bit stuffy, isn’t it.  Yet it is a bit of a history and philosophy 
lesson that is amazingly applicable to our understanding of what living as Christians really 

means.  To live as Christians is to live confidently in the forgiveness of sins through faith in 
Jesus.  To live as Christians is to use our tongues for the benefit of others, to pray for them and 
not to tear them down.  To live as Christians is to do an honest day's work for an honest day's 

pay.  To live as Christians is to be concerned about the welfare of others.  To live as Christians is 
to take care of our families, to love our spouses, our children, our neighbors, our friends, our 

parents, and whomever else God brings into our lives.  To live as Christians is to be ready to give 
an account of the hope that is in us at the appropriate time, as God gives the opportunity.  To live 
as Christians is to practice good citizenship, obeying the laws of the land, fulfilling our responsi-

bilities as citizens by voting in elections, serving on juries, seeking ways to help the poor and 
homeless, and offering service in any number of ways as God gives us the opportunity.  In short, 

just as Jesus talks about in the Sermon on the Mount, we, the redeemed children of God through 



faith in Christ, are the "salt of the earth" and "the light of the world" (Matthew 5:13, 14) through 
whom God works to touch the lives of people with His grace, mercy, and love. 

Living as Christians is a remarkably fulfilling and challenging lifestyle.  It is a life that is 
lived both in the Kingdom of Heaven and in the world at the same time.  To have a Christian 

worldview, through which we see the world as God's Creation and every human being as some-
one for whom Jesus died and rose again, is to live each day to its fullest measure, and to truly 
understand what Jesus meant when He said, "I have come that they (His sheep) may have life, 

and have it more abundantly" (John 10:10).  We have been redeemed by Christ so that we might be 
made holy and perfect before our Father in heaven, as He intended for us to be when He created 

us.  By His grace we daily have the opportunity to live in Him and for Him in every aspect of 
daily life.  It is a great privilege, an awesome responsibility, a tremendous challenge, and a 
source of great joy and peace to be called to such a life in Jesus Christ. 
 
Prayer: Father, I thank You that You have called all people to receive Your mercy and forgive-
ness in Jesus Christ.  I know that I too often think that I don't have a ministry because I'm not 

serving in a church or some other professional "ministry" capacity.  It is a "malady" that has 
affected too much of Your Church on earth and too many of Your children.  Help all of Your 

people to understand that You have called all of us to live for You, in You, and through You in 
Jesus Christ in whatever work, business, profession, or situation in life we might find ourselves. 
Help me to recognize Your hand at work guiding me and others to live as Christians in every 

circumstance of life.  May my life be a witness to Your love for the world in Jesus; in Whose 
precious name I pray.  Amen. 
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Reformation 499 yrs. Ago   By: Jacob Ludeman 
     Since the earliest days of the church there has been a constant battle over God's Word; a battle 

to teach and present the Word, what it means, and how to apply it to our lives in the truthful way 
God intends. We look around us now and see more and more traditionally Christian 

denominations altering their stances on what "their interpretation" of the Word is, sometimes 
even pushing and championing drastic shifts in social behavior that are strictly contrary to God's 
Law. We see politicians professing to be Christian to garner public support for political gain, 

despite repeated actions and words that suggest otherwise. We think to ourselves that as time 
goes on we are drifting further and further from God's original Word and that things have never 

been worse. But, as things begin to seem hopeless we can find great inspiration by looking back 
499 years to the example of Martin Luther and his steadfastness to the Truth through times that 
were in some ways much more trying even than now. 

    It's well documented that the Roman Catholic Church of the medieval times had let false 
doctrine and heresy run rampant in too many ways to list here. They had entangled themselves in 

political affairs more than spiritual ones, devised teachings to justify their greed for wealth and 
power, and worst of all stifled the gospel of Christ's salvation from reaching the people. We are 
familiar with the theological heroics of men like Martin Luther, Jan Hus, Phillip Melanchthon, 

etc. in which they denounced many of the false teachings that had crept into doctrine, returned to 
the true Word that Christ teaches us, and spread the Gospel through all of Europe in a language 

and manner that could be understood. But what often goes un-emphasized are the trials and 
temptations that quickly followed. Within a few short years many had turned and twisted the 
Word again to their own sinful desires and spread heresy that was just as destructive as that of 

the Catholic Church. The idea that everyone could read and understand the Bible quickly led to 
the harmful idea that individuals could interpret the Word each in their own way and whatever 

manner suited them best.  Some found this as an excuse to promote themselves to positions of 
personal power, while some used their own interpretations to form misguided attempts at 
backwards communist societies. Others used this notion to advocate ungodly, violent destruction 

of established rule and culture. Even some of  the former friends and colleagues of Luther in his 
work of spreading the truth of the Gospel such as Andreas von Carlstadt and Thomas Muntzer 

promoted radical thoughts of revolution and revolt.  
    But, through it all Luther was blessed to realize that despite the tumultuous times the Word of 
God is unchanged. The promise of salvation through Holy Baptism, the real presence of His 

body and blood in communion, and belief in Christ are constant, no matter what the trying times 
and events around us may be. Though social pressure, political turmoil, violence, and war may 

surround us we can trust in God and trust that His Word is true without having to add, subtract, 
or amend to it in any way. When we feel the temptation and despair brought by the devil and the 
ways of the world we can look to Martin Luther as an inspiration of dedication to the Lord and 

be reminded of the great difference doing so can make. Our history and doctrine are built on 
Scripture, God’s Grace, Faith in Jesus as our savior, and those things alone and by His 

Word those are enough. 
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Christ died for our sins, was buried, and rose again.  If you believe this gospel, if you 

stand upon it, and cling to it, you are saved.  Trust in this is the dividing line.  It defines, either 
positively or negatively, all men.  It separates and divides Cain from Abel, Job from his so-called 
friends, Abraham from Abimelech, Isaac from Ishmael, Jacob from Esau, David from Saul, 

Daniel from Belshazzar, Joseph from Herod, Lazarus from the rich man, and the tax collector 
from the Pharisee.  What defines men is not whether they are good or bad, but whether or not 

they believe in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins.  
 

The problem with man is his heart.  Our hearts are fallen and predisposed to think that we 

can impress God.  We think that if we do all the right things God will rewards us, and we will 
escape evil.  We think that God will be impressed with our gifts, that our prosperity and good-
ness is evidence that God loves us or that it should motivate God to love us.  
 

But we know better because God has blessed us with the faith of Abel, Job, and 
Abraham.  We know that God's grace in Christ saves us, not our works. 
 

We know that God is not impressed with our giving.  He is not impressed when we give 
Him that which is already His.  God doesn’t benefit from our giving and He doesn’t need it.  But 

our neighbor does need it.  And God delights in us growing more and more like Him.  He blesses 
us, and He invites us to bless one another with our giving: so that the Gospel may be proclaimed, 

so that the poor may be fed, so that all God's work through the Church may be done. 
 

So consider God's priorities in comparison to your own.  And be honest.  Reevaluate 

where you are and where God has called you to be.   Look into your own bank statement.  Would 
any accountant think that the Church was your priority?  He would see a spreadsheet filled with 
where your money actually goes: into house and clothing and cars, into eating out and beauty 

supplies and entertainment.  Indeed, much of it wasted on frivolous things.  But would he find 
great percentages going to the church?  Figure up the percentage.  Put it in relation to the propor-

tion of your income.  What percentage of your income do you give for the mission of the church: 
the preaching and teaching, the baptizing and communing, the help for the weak and poor 
brothers of Christ?  Is it even enough for a deduction when you file your income taxes?  The 

widow gave all she had and thought nothing of it.  She was glad to do it.  The rich man gave 
what to him was meaningless, trifle amount and desired a plaque in his honor.  Why is it that the 

less we give the prouder we are and the more credit we expect? 
 

All your works, even your monetary gifts, done in faith please God now for Christ's sake. 

No matter how great or small, frequent or infrequent.  They are all washed and cleansed by grace 
through faith on account of Christ.  Whatever you do from faith in God pleases Him for the sake 
of the Son.  So reevaluate your generosity in the light of the grace of Christ.  Freely you have 

received, freely give. 
  



A CLEAN HEART 
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But the things that come out of the mouth come from the heart, 
and these make a man 'unclean.'  

Matthew 15:18 (NIV) 

 
  



Senior Moments 

By: Coni Kroncke 

I must admit that this month’s topic is a bit of a struggle for me. In all my research I couldn’t 
find anything that could be explained in a short column article. I do, however, read a book on a 

daily basis called; “ Reading the Psalms with Luther”. I thought that you would like to hear what 
he said in the beginning of the book to help explain the Psalter. It reads as follows: 
 

… The Psalter is the book of all saints, and everyone, whatever his situation may be, finds 
psalms and words in it that fit his situation and apply to his case so exactly that it seems they 

were put in this way only for his sake. … 
 
What a great reason to make reading the psalms everyday a part of our daily devotions. It’s our 

book, written for us to help us in all the situations that come up in our lives. If nothing is 
happening in your life right now, why not give Psalm 100 a try you’ll like what you read.  
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Song of the Psalms 

Psalm 74: 2 
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Remember Your congregation, which you have purchased of old, which You have redeemed to 
be the tribe of Your heritage!... 
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Wisdom of the Proverbs 

Proverbs 9:10 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight. 
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