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… how beautiful are the feet of the messenger who brings good news 
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God Always Leads Us to Rejoice and Give Thanks 

By: Pastor Richard Boeck  

 
"Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!" (Philippians 4:4) 

         We all face "losses" in our lives every day and situations which we had not expected.  

Giving thanks and rejoicing under such circumstances, no matter how much encouragement we 

might have from St. Paul and the Holy Spirit is a challenge.  There are some years in which 

things just seem to go from bad to worse, with no end in sight and no hope of a turnaround. 
Looking for the good in the midst of the struggles is awfully difficult.  Certainly it can be said 

that when things are really tough it seems that looking for fish in a mud puddle is as good an 

option as any.  It's hard to find anything redeeming in the midst of continuous despair and "bad" 

times.  Even though we want to see the blessings of God in the midst of trial and tribulation Sin 

so often blinds us to those blessings and all we see are troubles all around us and no reason for 
giving thanks or rejoicing.. 

       The prophet Isaiah was facing the challenge of declaring God's will and salvation to the 

people of Israel who were despairing of God's love and presence in their lives in their captivity in 

Babylon.  We note that Isaiah powerfully and confidently declares not only his mission from 

God, but a message of the Good News of God's gift of salvation and the freedom from the power 
of Sin, Death, and Satan for His children.  In the same way, St. Paul writes to the church at 

Philippi that they should also, in all things, no matter how terrible things may seem to be, 

"rejoice in the Lord always."  Ultimately, it's God who lifts us up to Himself and carries us in His 

arms through every trial and tribulation which might come our way and would seek to lead us to 

despair of His love an presence with us. 
        As God lifts us up to Himself every day of our lives by the power of His Word and Spirit 

working in and through our Baptisms, He points us to Jesus.  He reminds us that things appeared 

bleak and lost when Jesus was tried, beaten, and scourged even though He was sinless and 

undeserving of such a punishment.  The bleakness of our condition seems even more pronounced 

when we see Jesus not only falsely accused by also nailed to the cross to suffer and die.  Yet 
God's Good News to us is that through such ignominious treatment and, finally, a horrible death, 

Christ won our freedom from Sin, Death, and Satan.   His sacrifice brings the Father's forgive-

ness to bear in our lives so that we can "fall in the mud puddle and look for fish in our pockets."  

We can live optimistic lives of faith, filled with God's peace, joy, and forgiveness.  We can be 

certain that no matter what our circumstances might be, or how many "losses" we may be 
experiencing, our heavenly Father is always with us to "lift us up" to Himself and lead us to 

rejoice and give thanks in everything.  And giving thanks in everything and constantly is a 

powerful motivation for rejoicing "in the Lord always." 
 
Prayer: Father, I ask You to forgive me for all those times I am overcome by the cares and trials 
of the world and forget how much You love me and bless me each day.  Help me to live with my 

head held high, give me strength to overcome every situation that would seek to lead me to 

despair of Your love, and send Your Spirit upon me each day to remind me that I am Your very 

own, redeemed child, baptized into Christ Jesus my Savior and Lord.  Father, remind me daily 

that You are the One who lifts me up above the fray so that I might rejoice daily in Your 
presence in my life and give thanks continuously for Your every blessing to me, Your gift of 

salvation for me in Jesus, and the opportunities You give me to share Your love, grace, mercy, 

and forgiveness in Christ with all whom I meet.  Hear my prayer, gracious Father, for the sake of 

Jesus Christ in Whose precious name I pray.  Amen.  
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“O give thanks to the Lord for He is good. His love endures forever” 
(Psalm 136:1)

 
 

The love of the Lord does endure forever because the Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, 

is risen from the dead, lives and reigns for all eternity.  He was crucified for our transgressions, 

but He is raised and lives forever for our justification.  We are acceptable to God in Christ Jesus.  
 

This is indeed something for which we give thanks.  We give thanks in our prayers.  We 

give thanks in the hymns we sing in church.  We give thanks by talking about it with our friends 

and neighbors and teaching it to our children and grandchildren.  And we give thanks by giving 

to the church a generous, first-fruits portion of the income He provides us.  
 

Giving is giving thanks. It is one of the concrete ways in which we thank God for all He 
has done for us.  This includes not just what He has done for us here in time, but what He does 

for us for all eternity.  He provides for all that we need in both body and soul.  He is more ready 

to give than we are able either to receive or even ask.  That is who He is.  That is His character. 

He is good and His love endures forever.  
 
  Let us then give thanks in all these ways, not in one way or the other.  But rather in all 

things, everything that we do and say, whether it be in word or deed, in prayer and praise, in 

teaching and giving, let us give thanks to God for He is good.  

 

 

  



 
 

 

 



Giving Thanks… Everyday 

By: Jacob Ludeman 

 

Whenever we pray The Lord's Prayer we ask 

God to "give us this day our daily bread..." 

When we do so, we are asking for much 

more than just for physical food or other 

material things, but asking that God sustains 

us physically, mentally, and spiritually, and 

that we may receive these things with a 

thankful heart. Martin Luther explains: "God 

certainly gives daily bread to everyone 

without our prayers, even to all evil people, 

but we pray in this petition that God would 

lead us to realize this and to receive our 

daily bread with thanksgiving." The Lord 

blesses us with all that we have and all that 

we do or achieve in this life. As stated in 

James 1:17 "Every good and perfect gift is 

from above, coming down from the Father of 

the heavenly lights, who does not change 

like shifting shadows."  To not be thankful 

for this would certainly not be the proper 

way to act towards a loving Father. But, our 

thankfulness shouldn't end with looking 

around at what we have and saying "thank 

you," but by acting out our thankfulness. 

Indeed, even our ability to recognize God's 

hand in our lives and to be thankful is a gift 

from Him. "I always thank my God for you 

because of his grace given you in Christ 

Jesus. For in him you have been enriched in 

every way—with all kinds of speech and 

with all knowledge" (1 Cor. 1:4-5) When we 

have been blessed with spiritual knowledge 

and understanding the greatest way to show 

our thanks to The Lord is to spread these 

blessings to others. We can follow the 

examples of the prophets, the heroes of the 

Bible, and of Christ Himself who gave  

 

 

themselves up to be utilized as tools for 

spreading the Gospel. We're told "You will 

be enriched in every way so that you can be 

generous on every occasion, and through us 

your generosity will result in thanksgiving to 

God. This service that you perform is not 

only supplying the needs of the Lord’s 

people but is also overflowing in many 

expressions of thanks to God." (2 Cor. 11-

12) and also "Let the message of Christ 

dwell among you richly as you teach and 

admonish one another with all wisdom 

through psalms, hymns, and songs from the 

Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your 

hearts. And whatever you do, whether in 

word or deed, do it all in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him." (Coll. 9:16-17). So, live a life 

full of thanks everyday, spreading that joy 

and thankfulness for salvation in Christ to 

others. 

 

 
 



Senior Moments 

By: Coni Kroncke 

 

Thanksgiving; It happens every November. 

It’s the time we pay extra attention to the 

hungry and the needy and give thanks for all 

the blessings the Lord has showered on us.  

We share our abundance with others and sit 

with friends at church and the dinner table. 

It brings to the front of our minds how 

blessed and thankful we are for all the gifts 

bestowed on us by God and family. 

  

At the dinner table, we all take turns telling 

what we are most thankful for. The usual 

answers are given; family, home, jobs, love 

and occasionally the new present bestowed 

on someone. I usually bring up that I’m 

thankful for Jesus and then everyone agrees 

and the dinner begins.  

 

I was thinking, what if I were to say I was 

thankful for the garbage man or the paper 

boy. How about being thankful for the lady 

that checks me out at the Piggly Wiggly? 

Maybe I can say that I’m thankful for the 

big trees that shade my driveway or that 

someone sat next to me at church. 

 

 My point is that everywhere there is 

something to be thankful for everyday and 

these are all gifts from God. From the tiniest 

bug to the biggest sky we should be thankful 

and give thanks to God. Then the land will 

yield its harvest, and God, Our God, will 

bless us. Psalm 67:6 

 

GOD BLESS 

 

 

 

The Wisdom of the Proverbs 

Proverbs 7:1-2 

My son, keep My words   

and store up My commands within you. 

Keep My commands and you will live; 

guard My teachings as the apple 

of your eye. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Song of the Psalms 

Psalm 7:10 

My shield is God Most High, 

who saves the upright in heart. 
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SOMETHING TO READ 

 

Read the Lord’s Prayer in  

Luther’s Small Catechism  

 

  

   


