
Study of 1 John   

Intro:  Perhaps no New Testament book has furnished so many brief sayings Christian women and men 
lay up in their hearts, live by and die in as this first letter of John. 

I am bringing this Book of John to you in a chronological but thematic style.  The book has several 
themes under fellowship.  The themes do not follow strictly chapter by chapter beginnings and endings 
so you will cross chapter lines as the themes unfold.  Blessings. 

I. Introduction 1:1-4 

 A. Apostolic contact vs. 1 

  1.   from the beginning 

  2. heard 

  3. seen 

  4. looked upon 

  5. our hands have handled 

 B. Apostolic witness vs. 2-3   (remember these are witness sayings) 

  1. eternal life that was with the Father was manifested to us 

  2. which we have seen and heard declare to you 

  3. may have fellowship with us and with the Father and His Son Jesus Christ 

of interest:  What do you think it would have been to have been with John? 

II. Conditions of Fellowship 1:5-2:17 

 A. Walk in the light 1:5-7 

  1. God is light in Him is no darkness at all 

  2. If we lie about the light – we do not practice the truth 

  3. What two things does John say are ours if we are truthful about the light? 

   a. have fellowship with one another 

   b. the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin 

B. Confession of sin 1:8-2:2 

  1. What if we say we have no sin. 

   a. we deceive ourselves 

   b. the truth is not in us 
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  2. What if we confess our sins. 

   a. He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 

   b. and cleanse us from all unrighteousness 

   c.  (or refuse to refuse to confess)  we make Him a liar 

   d.  His word is not in us 

 note: 2:1 My little Children = a father figure talking to his children in the faith 

 C. Obedience to His Commandments  2:3-6 

  1. How do we know Him? If we keep His commandments 

  2. What is the one who says I know Him but does not keep His Commandments? 

   a. is a liar 

   b. the truth is not in him 

  3. What of the one who keeps the Word?   the love of God is perfected in him 

  4. The one who abides in Christ ought to do what?   walked just as He walked 

 D. Love one another   2:7-14 

  1. What is the old Commandment?   the word we have heard from the beginning 

2. What does John say about love and hate?  Who loves his brother is in the light;  he who hates 
his brother is in the darkness until now 

  3. What is the advice to believers (see vs. 12-14) 

   a.  little children  your sins are forgiven for His names sake 

   b.  fathers have known Him who is from the beginning 

   c.  youth you have overcome the wicked one 

4. Food for thought:  Where do you place your love? (see vs. 15-17)  don’t place it in the world 
with all its sin and lusts because it is passing away; but in God because it abides forever 
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III.  The Cautions of Fellowship: 

 A. Love of the world,  2:15-17 

  1. What two things are given for not loving the things of the world? 

   a. 

   b. 

  2. What is happening to the world? 

 B. The spirit of the Antichrist:  2:18-27   note the way John introduces the topic 

  1. It there a difference between ‘the Antichrist’ and an antichrist? 

   a. Antichrist, see 2 Thess. 2 

  

   b. antichrists 

  2. How are the true believers indentified? 

   a. 

   b. 

   c. 

 

IV. The Behavior of Fellowship 

 A. Characteristics of Fellowship:  2:28-5:5 

  1. Purity of life  2:28-3:3 

   a. Why do we want to abide in Him? 

    1. 

    2. 

   b. What does born of Him mean? 

   c. What love has God bestowed on us? 

   d. Can we understand what we will be like in heaven? V.2 

   e. But what do we know? V.2 
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B. Practice of righteousness:  3:4-12 

 1. What does lawlessness mean? 

 2. How do we compare children of God with those who are not God’s children? 

 

 3. a. It is true that in vs. 6 we do not sin? 

  b. Or is it that we no longer continue in sin? 

 4. What does it mean in vs. 9 when John writes, “he cannot sin”? 

 5. Vs. 10  What is the contrast between children of God and children of the devil?   

  How can the story of Cain and Abel help us with the answer? Gen. 4:1-11 

 

C. Love in Deed and Truth: 3:13-24 

 1. Why shouldn’t marvel that the world hates us? 

 2. Note how vs.14 is almost a repeat of Jn. 5:24.  What has happened to us? 

 3. What does John say about caring for our fellow Christians?  Vs. 17-18 

 

D. Testing the Spirits: 4:1-6 

 1. What are some ways of testing the spirits? 

 2. Are there really two ways of speaking? Vs. 5-6 

  a. 

  b. 

E. Love as Christ loved  4:7-5:3 

 1. Where does love originate? 

 2. Why?  vs. 8 

 

 3. Is it true that love casts out fear? 

 4. Why do we love God? 



 


