
Bible Study:  Philemon 

Intro:  Because the book is short many think it is simple.  This little book has very much to teach 
us about Christian relationships between business owners and employees, leaders and 
followers, through the lesson of a runaway slave and the slave owner.  The main characters are 
Philemon, slave owner and Onesimus the runaway slave.  St. Paul engages in the situation as 
advisor as what to do when Onesimus, who has been brought into the faith, is being sent back 
to Philemon by Paul.  The introduction in my Bible reads, “Does Christian brotherly love really 
work, even in situations of extraordinary tension and difficulty?  Paul has no doubt.” 

Vs. 1 Where is Paul writing from?  prison 

 Who is with him?  Timothy 

Vs. 1-2 Who is he writing to?  Philemon 

 What is located in the house?  The Church 

Vs. 3 Salutation  Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 

Vs. 4 What is always in Paul’s prayers?  Philemon 

Vs. 5 How does Paul build Philemon up?  praises his love and faith in Christ and the saints 

Vs. 6 What is Paul’s sales pitch? a. that the sharing of our faith  b.  acknowledgement of every 
good thing   

Vs. 7 What is Paul’s approving statement?  a.  great joy and consolation in your love                                    
b.  the hearts of the saints have been refreshed 

Vs. 8-9 Rather than command Philemon he does what?  Paul appeals to Philemon 

Vs.10 On whose behalf is he making his appeal?  Onesimus 

 What has happened to Onesimus?  He has been given faith while visiting Paul in prison 

Vs. 11 What are the two worth positions that was and is Onesimus?  Once unprofitable now 
profitable to both he and Philemon 

Vs. 12 What is Paul doing with Onesimus? Sending him back 

Vs. 13 What would Paul prefer to do with Onesimus?  Keep him with himself 

Vs. 14 What is Paul’ appeal to Philemon?  does not want to make Philemon receive Onesimus 
but rather that he would receive him back 

Vs. 15-16 Onesimus ran away for one reason, but what has God done to him?  Given him 
faith for a reason                                                                                                                             

 



Philemon,    page 2 

This slave is now what kind of a slave?  Brother in Christ                                                              
How is he useful to Philemon?  a.  in the flesh (physically) b. and in the Lord (spiritually) 

Vs. 17 How is Philemon to receive Onesimus?  As he would Paul himself 

Vs. 18 What about any debt he may owe to Philemon?  if he owes any Paul will pay it himself 

Vs. 19 Paul agrees to pay but….. does Philemon owe Paul something?  His own spiritual life 

Vs. 20 Is this some emotional pressure on Philemon by Paul?  yes and no,  i.e. physically and 
spiritually 

Vs. 21 What does Paul believe Philemon will do?  do even more than he asks 

Vs. 22 What is Paul’s request?  Get a room ready for him   

Vs. 23-25 What is all in Paul’s farewell?  Greetings from those with him, God grace be with 
Philemon 

 

 

 


