
Bible Study:  Biblical Numerology: 

Numbers in the Bible are used in a variety of ways:   

Literally,   most logical is creation = 7 days.  The first three days one could argue that they have no 

concept of time, but on day four God creates the sun, moon stars and rotation of the system which 

equals a 24 hour day.  Since God is consistent it makes no sense that the first three days would be one 

time schedule and the rest of the days would be 24 hour days.   

Rhetorical:  here numbers are concept not values most often used for intensification or egress.        

Amos 1:9, 11,13, 2:1,4,6  are concepts on literal or symbolic use of the number of sins committed. 

Figurative or symbolic:  this is the use of biblical numbers that this Bible study is about. 

The number, One:  Deut 6:4 

The number, Two:  a.  Rev. 11:3                                                                                                                                               

b.  the testimony of the whole Church, i.e.  1. The two great teaching of the Bible                                                  

2. The division of God’s Word 

The number,  Three:   a. God                                                                      b.  Rev. 16:19 

The number, Three and ½:  a.  half of wholeness, totality etc.             b.  Dan. 7:25; 12:7                                         

c.  Rev. 12:6, 14;  13:5 

The number, Four:  a. the number of creation, the universe, the visible world, universality – the 4 

corners of the earth, the 4 winds, the 4 seasons                     b. Rev. 4:7 the 4 living beings = Lion, the wild 

places of the earth;   Bull, the cultivated, domestic places;  Man, population, cities;   Eagle, sky and air     

c.  example, 40 Matt. 4, Christ’s completed interaction with the creation.   

The number, five   Matt. 25:2 

The number, 6 and/or  666  Rev. 13:18  coming short of completeness, marred by sin,  the complete 

number of lacking completeness,  the number of the best who apes or attempts to mirror truth. 

The number, Seven  a. completion, Gen 2:2        b.  fulfillment   Josh. 6:4          c.  the whole of something     

Rev. 1:4    d. 3+4 = 7 God’s interaction with creation             e. 3 ½ = 3 ½ = 7 calamity and peace 

The number, Ten   a. completeness  Ex. 20,  the plagues on Egypt,  Rev. 2:10 sufficient, complete time 

period  examples: 40 sufficient time of action with creation,  70 sufficient number of participants,                    

b.  total complete 

The number, Twelve  the number of the Church,  12 tribes = Old Testament Church,  12 Apostles = New 

Testament Church 

The number, one thousand, 1,000   a.  total completeness  Rev. 20:1-3   b. Rev. 7:4  the total number for 

the Church of all time 


