
Philippians:  The Epistle of joy and encouragement in the midst of adverse circumstances. 

                       The central thought:  Only in Christ are real unity and joy possible. 

Chapter 1: 

 Vs. 1-2. The salutation: 
    a. Who is with Paul?  Timothy 

    b. To whom is the letter sent? 
     1.  the saints in Philippi 

     2.  bishops 
     3.  deacons 
    c. What is Paul’s desire for the congregation? 
     1.  grace 
     2.  peace 
 
 Vs. 3-8 Paul’s loving thoughts and desires for the Philippians. 
    a. thank God 
    b. making request for you all with joy 
    c. fellowship 
    d. confident that Christ would complete the good work begun in them 
    e. have you in my heart 
    f. partakers with me 
    g. I long for you 
 
 Vs. 9-11 Specific points of Paul’s desirous prayer. 
    a. your love may abound 
    b. grow in knowledge 
    c. grow in discernment 
    d. approve the things that are excellent 
    e. be sincere 
    f. filled with the fruits of righteousness 
 
 Vs. 12-14 What is happening at the time of writing in Paul’s life and the results. 
    a. furtherance of the Gospel 
    b. his chains are in Christ 
    c. the brethren become confident in his chains  
    d. bold to speak the word without fear 
 
 Vs. 15-18 Paul’s thought on the preaching of Christ 
    a. wrongly 
     1. envy       2. strife       3.    Selfish ambition 
     4. not sincerely       5. pretense 
    b. rightly 
     1. goodwill      2. Out of love        

3. defense of the Gospel  4. truth 
    c. over-all purpose of preaching: Christ is preached 
 
 



 Vs. 19-26 Paul’s inner conflict with two desires 
  a. vs. 19-20 my deliverance, Christ will be magnified;  in nothing I shall be ashamed 
 
  b. vs. 21-26 live is Christ / to die is gain;    if live = fruit for my labor and more needful for the 
Philippians.   To die = be with Christ 
 
 note: vs. 21 famous verse.            
 
 Vs.   27-30 Paul’s personal note to the people 
  a. positive application 
   1. conduct be worthy of the Gospel 
   2. stand fast in one spirit 
   3. strive together for the faith 
   4. believe and suffer for His sake 
 
 
  b. negative application:  from an outside point of view 
   1. in any way terrified of your adversaries 
   2. suffer for His sake 
 
Answers for Chapter 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chapter 2 
 
1. vs. 1-2 What in Paul’s words would fulfill his joy? 
 a. 
 b. 

c. 
d. 

 
2. vs. 2 What does Paul wan the people to be? 
 a. 
 b. 
 c. 
 d. 
 
3. vs. 3-4 How does Paul want us to think of others? 
 
 
 
4. vs. 5-11 The mind of Christ in us: 
 
 
 
5. vs. 12-18 
 a. contrast vs. 12 & 13 
 
 b. vs. 13-15  Why do we act the way we do and try not to act like? 
 
 c. Does the idea of death bother Paul? 
 
6. vs. 19-29 Paul has a desire to know how things really are in Philippi 
 a. by sending who: 
 b. What is the problem with the rest of Paul’s associates? 
 
 c. in vs. 24 what is Paul’s real desire? 
 
 d. Paul decides instead to send whom. 
 


