ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
910 S. St. Augustine Street
Pulaski, WI 54162


(920) 822-3511
www.stjohnpulaski.org

2016
WORDS THAT HURT
Did you ever hear someone say
something that you didn’t like or
agree with? Maybe it was your boss
saying that no one was getting a raise
this year due to budget cuts. Or was
it perhaps the doctor who delivered
the news of cancer. Maybe a teacher
said, they didn’t like the paper you
handed in. Heck, just by turning on
the TV these days we hear things we
don’t like or agree with. If you’ve
been following any of the political
debates, you might have heard a lot
of things you don’t agree with or like.
How did you respond? What was
your reaction? Did the comments
cause you to have a knee jerk
reaction, or that they are being mean
or did you ponder what was said?
Often times we look at the source of
the information to see if it’s credible.
But even if the source is credible, and
has the facts to back it up, we will
still ignore what is said if we don’t
like it. Or we act like the little kid at
the ball field who didn’t get his way,
so he picks up his ball and bat and
goes home, crying “Life is not fair.”
But have you ever heard the pastor
say something you didn’t like or
agree with? How then did you respond? What was your reaction then?
People over the years have shared
with me that at times the things I
have preached have caused some
pain – not because I was mean, but
because the words struck a nerve.
But why is this?
The reality is none of us like to hear
words that cut to the heart. Words

that remind us we are in the wrong—
we have sinned. And it’s even harder
when we believe our heart is in the
right place. But does being sincere,
that is having a heart with good
intentions, make sin okay?
No, just because one is sincere and
possibly even ignorant of the sin
being committed does not make it
okay. Jesus in His dealings with the
Pharisees said, “You are wrong,
because you know neither the
Scriptures nor the power of God.”
St. Matt. 22:29. The Pharisees were very
sincere in what they did, believing
they were carrying out God’s will.
Yet, as Jesus reminded them, they
didn’t really know the Scripture as
they weren’t listening to the one
whom they testify.
As your pastor, the Lord has called
me to be His mouth piece to speak
words that aren’t my own, but His
Words can and often do cause
offense. These are Words that cause
the hearer to tremble, to cringe, and
even to cry foul. These are Words
that cut through the sincerity of our
hearts and lay bare the truth that we
are sinners, and that we do not fully
know Christ and His Word. The
Word declared by me — your
pastor — is one that cuts deep and
reminds us that we often sin in
thought, word, and deed.
Those things I say that you don’t
want to hear – guess what — I also
cringe at the thought of saying them.
At times, I don’t want to say what
needs to be said. But I too need to be
cut to the heart and reminded of my
own sin.
It’s true , it would be easy for me to
just say things that makes everyone
happy, it would be easy for me to be
(Continued on page 2)
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REMAINING
LENT MIDWEEK
MARCH 3: S.S. Teachers
MARCH 10: - OPENMARCH 17: - OPENVarious groups from within
the church are hosting the
Lenten Soup & Sandwich
meals. There are still two
empty slots available, so if
you would like to host one
of the empty slots, please
contact the church office.
—————————————

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
MARCH 20:
PALM SUNDAY—9:00

MARCH 24:
MAUNDY THURSDAY—7:00

MARCH 25:
GOOD FRIDAY—12:30 & 7:00

MARCH 27:
EASTER SUNDAY– 6:30 & 9:00

(Continued from page 1)

“politically correct,” declaring words that make everyone’s ears
itch with delight (2 Timothy 4:3), but then I would be guilty and
sinning against the very Word of the Lord that says:
Son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of
Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you
shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, O
wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to
warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person
shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your
hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and
he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his
iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul. Ezekiel 33:7-9
I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a
witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in
the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock
of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under
compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you. 1 Peter 5:1-2

I have been called by the Lord to be His under-shepherd, a
watchman over His church here in this place that we call,
St. John Lutheran Church, Pulaski, WI. Through the members
of St. John, I was called to be your pastor to preach and teach
according to the Word of the Lord – even when that Word says
something we might not want to hear; even when that Word
might hurt us personally. In the call documents, you issued to
me as your pastor, I agreed to the following:
 To perform the functions of a pastor in an evangelical
manner; to aid, counsel, and guide members of all ages and
social conditions; to visit the sick and the dying; to
admonish the indifferent and the erring


To guard and promote faithfully the spiritual welfare of the
members of this congregation.

And you all agreed as baptized people of God:


To make faithful and regular use of the means of grace



To aid by word and deed, and to support me with diligent,
faithful assistance and prayer.

But the truth is – I do love you. I love each of you enough to
speak God’s Word in all purity and to not compromise that
Word for anything. I love you enough to not want you to live in
error or sin – which separates us from God, but instead expose
the cancer of sin and grant you the healing agent of Christ’s love
and forgiveness that puts us all on the right path to life. I love
you enough to keep your name holy as a sainted child of God.
As we continue to journey together through Lent, hearing
things we might not like hearing — the Word cutting to the
heart and revealing our sins, may we not do, as we are often so
accustomed to doing with our parents or teachers – silencing our
ears to their words. Let us not turn our hearts from the Word of
God as we do with our TVs which spew political garbage at us.
Instead, the next time you hear something said that you don’t
like, pray to the Lord to give you “the Spirit of wisdom and of
revelation in the knowledge of Him, having the eyes of
your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the
hope to which He has called you” Eph. 1:17-18.
And if you find yourself hurt by the Words spoken by your
pastor – listen closely to the Words that follow – don’t silence
your heart or ears. Instead, there are more Words to come. The
Words spoken from the cross on Good Friday by Jesus,
“Forgive them” St. Luke 23:23. Words that bring healing, life, and
hope – to those hurt by the Words spoken. Please know that
you can also speak with your pastor directly, come to me so that
I can share the Words of Christ directly to your hurting heart.
Lent is a time in which Words are spoken that hurt; however,
it leads us to the Cross where we see the very Word of God that
was hurt for us and our sins. And it leads to a tomb beyond the
suffering where death seeks to silence Him. But those hurtful
Words that expose our sins and lead us to the cross – do not
have the final say. For on Easter morning – there was the great
sound of Victory as the rock rolled away and the Word stepped
forth to bring healing and hope. Amen

The Words I speak, do cut to the heart at times; but listen
closely to the rest of the Words as well. For I declare not only
what you don’t want to hear, but also what you need to hear.
Like John the Baptist, I point you to the very Word Himself,
made Flesh for you—the Lamb of God who takes away the sins
of the world. The One whose Word cuts deep to expose our sin,
but the One who also applies the healing balm of forgiveness.
To be a watchman is to give warning to those who are erring,
to call them to repentance and back to the truth of the Gospel.
It’s not easy to hear such things, actually it’s very unpopular to
speak such things, because when it’s done, when we are on the
receiving end of such words, our pride gets hurt and we have a
tendency to cry foul and believe that we are not liked or loved.
And when we are hurt, we seek to strike back often by gossiping
– seeking to destroy one another in the process. As the Lord
reminds us through the psalmist (101:5), “Whoever slanders his
neighbor secretly I will destroy. Whoever has a haughty
look and an arrogant heart I will not endure.”
Page 2

ST. JOHN BOARD OF ELDERS  Lancour—Natzke
PLEASE FEEL FREE
Elder: Larry Slaght
TO CALL ANY ELDER:
822-3532
Box 423
Families by last names
 Nelson—Schenk
Elder: - Vacant & their assigned Elder


Aprill—Carlson
Elder: Neal Sharkey
713-6493
Box 132



Christensen—Heagle
Elder: David P. Schmidt
432-0349
Box 268



Heckmann—Lambert
Elder: Jeff Stachura
639-5041
Box 253



Schlender —Ullmer, B.
Elder: Gene Schroeder
822-8591
Box 434



Ullmer, T. — Zankle
Elder: Mike Stone
819-8845
Box 227
HEAD ELDER:
GENE SCHROEDER

St. John Elders — Here to Serve You!
What is an elder & what should our congregation expect of
its elders? Elders assist the pastor in matters pertaining to
the spiritual welfare of the congregation, public worship,
Christian discipline and restoration. Elders serve all
members of the congregation. In order to perform such
services, they concern themselves with the spiritual growth
and well being of St. John’s members through prayer and
individual contacts.
Do you have a spiritual concern? In need of
prayer or someone to listen to your concern?
Contact one of the elders today! We are here
to serve you; showing the love, mercy, and
peace of Jesus to those in need.
(See James 5:13-16 )

unchanged. Accept the Truth of the Bible. REPENT AND
BELIEVE. God the Father is our Judge, God the Son is our
Savior, God the Holy Spirit guides us if we give Him a chance
to work in our lives.
We are the receivers of God’s grace, through the suffering,
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We do not have to back
down from what we believe or whom we believe as our Lord.
St. Paul stated in Romans 1:16-17. “For I am not ashamed
of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the
Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from
faith for faith, as it is written, The righteous shall live by
faith”
GOD OUR JUDGE
Prayer:
Heavenly Father, thank You for judging us not according
There are many in our culture that reject the Biblical
to the sins we have committed, but instead judging us
understanding of sin and the need for forgiveness and a Savior.
based on our faith in Christ and His merits alone. Left to
Many around us are “nice” people who are content with their
ourselves we cannot stand before you, but standing firm in
comfortable lifestyle and see little need for a Savior.
the shadow of the Cross of Christ, You look upon us in
It’s very safe and chic these days to say, “I’m agnostic” or
favor and mercy all because of what Jesus did for us. Keep
“I believe all religions have truth” or to be otherwise
us ever in this steadfast faith that trusts in Christ Jesus
uncommitted. Most of the time, these are a safe mask for
alone who was judge on our account and we on His. Amen
ignorance of what these religions actually teach and certainly
of what the actual content of the Bible really is.
If we don’t recognize who Jesus is (and His identity is given
us in Holy Scripture in stark clarity), if we are not continually
in His Word, the world will have its way with us in all matters,
not just our generation’s particular traps (like sexuality and
abortion).
Don’t ever forget, Christ comes to be our Judge. This is
frightful news for anyone who has a conscience. Let’s face it,
our hearts are places of discontent, confusion and greed. If we
look at the teachings and history of the Bible (we just covered
this in recent Bible studies, an excellent study) as something far
distant, separated by centuries and oceans we will be empty and
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Germany 2017
2017 marks the 500th anniversary of
the Reformation. To celebrate this
historic event, Pastor Errer & Faith
Lutheran in Green Bay are hosting a
trip to Germany to follow in the
“Footsteps of Luther.”
They are encouraging other Green Bay
area Lutheran churches to join them on
this historic trip to Germany.
Leaving May 9 and returning May 17,
2017, we will visit nine different cities
including Worms, Wittenberg, and
Berlin. Brochures with more information are available in
the office. Please see Pastor Yaw if you have any questions.

====================================

Peru ~ Team 1635 - ESL
Team Description
“Impacting the World
for Jesus Christ”

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
Members of this team will teach English to students eager
to learn the English language. Days will be filled with
lessons in Bible reading, grammar, vocabulary, idioms, and
writing; but that is only half the fun! Arts, crafts, music,
drama, recreation and a time of worship will also be
provided. Students will vary in age from young children
through adults, including many young professionals and
older adults. Typically there are 50-60 people participating
in the program.
Lessons are taught using a MOST Ministries’ provided
Christian curriculum that allows small, personalized classes
Pre-field training on how to teach the lessons are provided
by the MOST Ministries’ Team Leader assigned to
accompany your team to Peru.

PLEASE NOTE: You do not need to be a certified teacher
or speak ‘the language’ to join this team.
HOST INFORMATION:
LCMS involvement in Peru began in 1997, when LCMS
World Relief and Human Care awarded a grant for flood
relief and medical care.

In August 2007, an 8.0 magnitude earthquake struck south
of Lima killing more than 500 people, injuring more than
1,000 and destroying 34,410 homes, according to news
Have you ever considered doing missionary work? How about reports. The towns of Lucumo and Lunahuaná were largely
overlooked by the government & other relief organizations.
short term mission work? The Northwest District is inviting
you to join them this coming Summer to Lima, Peru for an
opportunity to grow in your faith as you teach English to
eager students.

LCMS World Mission traveled to Lima, Lucumo and
Lunahuaná two weeks after the earthquake to evaluate how
they could respond to the people in need. They handed out
PLEASE NOTE: You do not need to be a certified teacher Bibles, food, personal hygiene products, and got approval
or speak ‘the language’ to join this team.
from the local government authorities to work there. LCMS
To learn more or to sign up – speak with Pastor Yaw or DJ Schult World Relief and Human Care awarded a grant to repair an
- assistant to the President of the LCMS North Wisconsin District irrigation system that provides water for families and crops.
[715-845-8241 ext. 101]

ESTIMATED COST:

Three LCMS GEO missionaries and two career missionary
families currently serve in Peru. LCMS World Mission
operations on the ground in Peru also prepare for the arrival
and service of short-term teams, which perform many tasks
such as assisting with construction work in villages and
teaching English in order to build relationships and share
the Gospel.

$2200 - $2500
with estimated airfare

The Evangelical Lutheran Church—Peru became a member
of the International Lutheran Council in September 2007.

DATES: J une 18 - 26 or 27, OR June 25 - July 3, 2016

LOCATION: San Borja

COST INCLUDES:






Airfare

 Ground Transportation

Housing

 Meals

Trained Team Leader

 Crisis Management Plan

24/7 On-call Doctor

 In-country Arrangements
& Costs

 Logistical, Spiritual

 Supplemental Health Ins.
& Cultural Training Materials

 Team Medical Bag with Nursing Protocols
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He performed. There are
By Jean Kohlmeyer many lessons for us to
learn as we read through
the life of Jesus.
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Finally we come to
what
is referred to as
What? Does Mrs. K know what month this is? Yes I do.
I just wanted to make a reference back to the promise God Passion week. Jesus’
made to send a Savior. The well known verse: For God so trial, crucifixion, and
resurrection.
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but
If you read about a
have everlasting life. (J ohn 3:16)
chapter a day starting on
March 1, you can go
This month we celebrate Easter, the Resurrection of
through the life of Jesus.
our Savior. Aside from the events about Jesus’ birth and
There are 28 chapters in Matthew, Jesus’ baptism starts in
fleeing to Egypt when Herod killed all the male children
two and under, and then when He was in the temple at the chapter 3. Don't ever let anyone tell you that the Bible is
boring. You may even find out that you know a lot of the
age of twelve, we don't know much until His adult life.
parables Jesus told or the miracles He performed. Get a
If we look at Matthew in the New Testament, we can see little ambitious and check out the books of Mark, Luke, and
the events of Jesus’ last three years on earth. You may reJohn. See how their accounts compare with those written in
call in church learning of Jesus’ baptism. Next came when Matthew.
the devil tempted Jesus in the wilderness, where He fasted
Have a HAPPY EASTER!
for forty days and forty nights. We think we're starving if
we miss a meal. I really can't imagine how Jesus must have
HE IS RISEN!
felt, the hunger and weakness.
HE IS RISEN INDEED!
Then Jesus began His public ministry. This covers His
preaching & teaching, parables He told, and the miracles

Renovation
Fundraising
At the December’s Voters’ Meeting a fundraising committee
was formed with the task of “leading the congregation to raise
up to $80,000 to go toward our building repairs and renovations.”
Keep your eyes open for ways to donate toward this great
cause and watch our thermometer grow as we prepare for
the renovation of the Lord’s House.
It’s our prayer and hope that we surpass the $80,000 mark.
See the article on “State of the Estate” to learn more about
the upcoming renovations.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THOSE IN NEED ESPECIALLY:
Do you know someone who is in Need of Prayer or a pastors
visit, please let the church office or Pastor Yaw know.

SICK, ILL, OR REQUESTED PRAYERS:

OUR SHUT-INS:
Dewey & Shirley Folkman,
Sarah Heagle, Bob Hubbard,
Gladys Nelson

Arlin Johnson, Zach Kolzow, Lexia Nelson, Jerry Prosek
OUR MISSIONARIES:
Herman Rhode, Sarah Scharenbrock,
Pastor James May & family and
David A. & David P. Schmidt
the work of Lutherans in Africa.

THOSE MOURNING:
Ken Winter and the family of Gale Lawniczak as
they mourn passing of Gale.

Phil’s Friends & their cancer support.
Pulaski Food Pantry and the many
local families touched by their care.
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WHY PARENTS “CAN’T” BRING THEIR KIDS TO CHURCH
by Pastor Eric Andersen

One of the biggest challenges congregations
face when it comes to catechizing their children
is the demanding schedule of sports and extra
curricular activities. It is commonplace for games,
practices, recitals, etc., to be held on Sundays.
When it comes to trying to do midweek services
or catechesis, forget about it. There’s something
going on every night of the week.
One reason for the Sunday morning conflict is
the simple fact that people work Monday through
Friday. This makes Sunday morning prime real
estate, since nothing else (or nothing important,
apparently) is going on. Saturday schedules are
already crowded, so Sunday morning tends to
work for busy families.

St. Paul describes Christians as living
catechisms (2 Corinthians 3:2), and our Lord says
a tree is known by its fruit (Luke 6:44). What are
you teaching your children? What does trying
to squeeze a little Jesus into an overcrowded
schedule confess to them about priorities? What
does participating in Sunday morning sports
and activities suggest about the importance of
going to church? That’s the catechesis that’s going
to stick, even if they find a way to get all of their
confirmation requirements done. And if there’s
any doubt about what should win, take another
look at the First Commandment.
What does it profit a man to gain the whole
world and forfeit his soul (Mark 8:36)? If you
really want what’s best for your children, teach
them to set their minds on things that are above,
not on the things of this world (Colossians 3:12;Matthew 6:19-21). The problem, ultimately, isn’t
the sports schedule. Where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.

Another reason for this dilemma is the simple
fact that the world hates the Church as much as it
hates Her Bridegroom (John 15:18). The
increasing secularization of our culture has taken
us from one extreme—the blue law era, which
bordered on Pharisaism—to the other, where
parents or organizations that desire to keep the
Sabbath are considered weirdos (e.g., Chick-Fil-A
and the Hobby Lobby).
For some, it’s a no-brainer: gymnastics wins.
But others really do want their children to be in
church and lament this situation. Sadly, lament is
often as far as it goes. When push comes to shove
and parents are forced to choose between giving
their children sports and giving them Jesus,
football almost always wins. Sportolatry has
become so deeply ingrained in our culture that
parents will sometimes even say their children
have to miss church due to their athletic
“obligations.” This devotion is nothing short of
religious.
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40 DAYS FOR LIFE
WEDNESDAYS FROM 1:00 PM TO 2:00 PM
MARCH 2ND, MARCH 9TH, MARCH 16TH, & MARCH 23RD
40 Days for Life is a focused pro-life campaign with a vision to access God’s power through prayer, fasting, and
peaceful vigil to end abortion. The mission of the campaign is to bring together the body of Christ in a spirit of
unity during a focused 40 day campaign of prayer, fasting, and peaceful activism, with the purpose of repentance,
to seek God’s favor to turn hearts and minds from a culture of death to a culture of life, thus bringing an end to
abortion. The next 40 Days for Life peaceful prayer vigil began on Ash Wednesday, February 10th and goes
throughout the season of Lent until Wednesday, March 23rd. Join Pastor Yaw and other Christians weekly on
Wednesdays from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm as we pray for an end to abortion. If you’d like to ride in with pastor to join
in silent protest and prayer, call the church office. No need to make a weekly commitment joins us when you can to
pray outside the Green Bay Planned Parenthood located next to Red Robin on South Oneida St. Become a voice for
the voiceless –today!
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH—CHILI LUNCH—SUNDAY, MARCH 13TH FROM 11:30AM—2:00 PM
N4437 COUNTY RD F , BONDUEL (NEAR ZACHOW)
Join Zion Lutheran Church for a Chili lunch with proceeds to support a landscaping project.
Adults $7.00 Children (6-10) $3.00 5 & Under Free
Menu includes: Chili, Grilled Cheese, Tortes, Bars, and Beverages.

PULASKI AMERICAN LEGION POST 337: 27TH ANNUAL—SMELT FRY & RAFFLE
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16TH FROM 4:00 PM TO 7:00 PM
Meal includes:
Smelt, Cole Slaw, Potato Salad, Rye Bread, Coffee, Milk & Assorted Desserts
$10 for Adults
$5 children (12 & under)

Tickets available at:
Pulaski Premier, North Shore, & First Merit Banks

CONCORDIA APOLOGETICS CONFERENCE—MARCH 4TH—5TH
TRUTH ON TRIAL: SCIENCE AND FAITH IN THE WORLD TODAY
Science and faith – are they contradictory?
This conference is to aid pastors, lay people, and youth in their
understanding of the relationship between scientific investigation of the
world and the Christian faith.
Speakers include Pastor Todd Wilken, Mark Kaltoff, Brad Alles, and many
others. The conference begins Friday evening at 6:00 and wraps up on Saturday evening by 8:00.
Cost of Attendance: Friday – Saturday: $100

One-day Saturday: $60

Student Rate: $30

To register click or go to: https://emsweb.cuw.edu/EmsRegics/RSForm.aspx?data=hHr80o3M7J6uXLPytLuSqA%3d%3d
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Thank you for the gift
On Sunday, February 21st following the worship service,
Gene Schroeder presented me with a gift on behalf of a
handful of anonymous donors. This wonderful gift was
a new travel communion set. My previous communion
set was starting to look a little worn.
While it might not seem like that big of a deal to many,
for some of our members it means a great deal. Once a
month (sometimes more) I go out to visit our shut-in
members. When visiting with them, we have a church
service with a brief message and partake of the body &
blood of Christ.
Thank you to those who donated and provided me with
a new communion set that I can use to deliver the gifts
of our Lord to others. While I know this was not a cheap
gift to purchase (hundreds of dollars), the gifts of Christ
that it will deliver to many throughout the years is truly
priceless; especially to those who are receiving these
gifts.
I am blessed to serve such faithful people who care so
deeply for the Word and Sacraments of the Lord. I truly
feel loved by you all.

COMING SPRING 2016
Thanks to a generous donation, St. John has purchased
and will be installing a playset sometime in March/April.
This playset will be for our parents and community
families. We are truly blessed and excited at the great
things taking place here at St. John. Above is a picture
of the play set we are getting. We hope that over time we
can add a few benches and ground covering to the area.
Location & Installation
The new playground equipment will be installed on the
grass near the southeast corner of the building near the
yard storage room. Watch for this location to be marked
off here soon to get a better idea.

Installation will be taking place mid-April and we will
need 5-6 men to help out. We will be contacting some of
Pastor Yaw our young dads to help with installation of this project.

Reaching for the Stars

We praise God for this opportunity for Tess and ask
Him to watch over her during this time. If you would
like to help support Tess as she reaches for the Stars,
you can do so with prayers or you can purchase raffle
tickets from Tess.

Teresa "Tess" Werner is one of our younger members
with big dreams. She is the daughter of Janelle Werner
and granddaughter of Gus Santy-Specht.
We are proud of Tess and her achievements thus far.
At the age of 12, the first step to that dream was
achieved when she was discovered by John Casablancas Those who know her, already see her as a shining star
Modeling and Talent Agency. The second step was when with the potential to become even more.
she was signed with the MTM agency. Now Tess has the
“I can do all things through Christ
opportunity to take another step to reach her dream of
who strengthens me”
being an actor/singer.
Philippians 4:13
Tess was one of 130 chosen from the Milwaukee
branch of her agency to audition for the next step. She
was 27 of those 130 chosen to go on to the next stage.
Tess has been given the opportunity to attend an invite
only expo in June down in Dallas, TX. She will be one of
the 500 people chosen nationwide to go to this event
and be seen and audition for roughly 40 agencies on the
search for up and coming talent. This is a very big step
to achieving her dreams.
The event is about 5 days, filled with seminars,
auditions, callbacks, rehearsals for a 'talent' showcase of
those attending. (Models, singers, dancers, actors).
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GIVING ≠ A BURDEN

your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your
righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for all
your generosity, which through us will produce
thanksgiving to God” (2 Cor 9:6–15).

Lent is a season of repentance. Repentance is turning away
from sin, while we turn toward God for the forgiveness of sins.
During Lent, we hear the Word of God and consider our lives
St. Paul tells us that the Lord of
in light of it. We confess our failures, and receive absolution,
all will both supply and increase
that is, forgiveness, and then commit ourselves to do better.
what you need to give to the church
for its work in and for the world.
What does God say about giving to the Church? The Bible
tells us. Our giving should be first fruits giving (Gen. 4:4; Proverbs 3:9). He tells us that this work that God
is doing in us will enrich and bless
Our giving should be regular, on the first day of week, which
us in every way and through this it
has the Divine Service in mind (1 Corinthians 6:1–2). Our giving
will produce thanksgiving to God.
should be proportional: according to our income (1 Cor. 16:1–2),
according to what we have been given (2 Corinthians 8:12; Luke 12:48), our Everyone benefits. We will be
giving should be given with a spirit of eagerness & enthusiasm blessed in our giving, and it will
produce thanksgiving to God in
(2 Corinthians 9:2), generosity and liberality (2 Corinthians 8:20), cheerfully
those who receive it.
without compulsion (2 Corinthians 9:7). Our giving should be
directed to those who teach us (Galatians 6:6–7) because a laborer is
Giving to the church is not a burden, just like all of God’s
worthy of his hire, and we all know the going rate of such
teaching (1 John 5:2–4). They are not a burden because of He who
laborers in our communities (Luke 10:7; 1 Timothy 5:18).
gives it: the God who loves us and gave His only Son to die so
that we may live. He loved us in that He sent His Son, born of
Now consider your own giving in light of the Bible’s
a woman, born under the law to redeem those under the law,
teaching. Are you giving of your first fruits, taking it out of
that we might receive adoption as sons. . . . So we are no
your paycheck first, or does God get what’s left over? Are you
giving voluntarily and cheerfully? Are you giving proportionally longer slaves, but sons, and if a son, then an heir through God
and generously? Are you giving with eagerness and enthusiasm? (Galatians 4:4–5, 7). We are heirs. We receive the full rights of sons, a
status that Christ our Lord achieved for us by His death,
Are you giving to your local congregation, sharing all good
things with the one who teaches you? If your answer to any of resurrection, and ascension.
these is “No,” then repent. Turn away from your sin and
So we strive to do what He asks because we are His children.
toward God for forgiveness. Confess your failure. Receive
And when we don’t, we repent. We confess our sins. We
absolution. And commit to do better. We know that the Spirit
receive absolution. We desire to do better, praying that God
is willing but our flesh is weak. We believe, and we pray that
would work in us both to will and to do according to His good
God, through Word and Sacrament, would help our unbelief,
pleasure (Philippians 2:13).
our lack of trust in His ability to provide.

And this is precisely what God promises; this is what St. Paul
wrote to the Church in Corinth:
“The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully. Each one must give as he has made up his
mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves
a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound
to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all
times, you may about in every good work. As it is written,
‘He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his
righteousness endures forever.’ He who supplies seed to
the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
NEWS

To inspire the congregation to reach out through God’s
love, to serve the community, and to bring people to Christ.

Have you heard the exciting news?
St. John is getting a playground! We
pray and hope that having this new
equipment will encourage you and
your family to spend a little time after church and Sunday
school to get to know the other wonderful families we have
here at St. John.

NEEDED - Volunteers!

We want to take a moment to thank all the parents who give
of their time in volunteering with our various events. We also
want to say “Thank you” for taking the time to pray with
your child and encouraging him/her in the faith. We always
look forward to seeing your smiling faces at worship on
Sunday mornings.

Board of Evangelism

The Board of Evangelism has upcoming events in need
of helpers. Many hands make light work (and no hands
sometimes means events are cancelled). So please
see Lynn Aprill if you are willing to help out on one of
these mini-committees:

Upcoming Events
MARCH 27TH - EASTER BREAKFAST - HELP NEEDED

TODDLER/NURSERY ROOMS:
Parents: please feel free to take advantage of the toddler room
or nursery that are available for your use during the services.
During the Sunday school hours volunteers are available to
watch your toddlers in the toddler room. Interested in helping
support the Toddler room, please contact the Sunday School
Directors Lindsey Winn, 822-1440 or Heidi Yaw, 883-2692.
CHILDREN’S SERVICE

We’re looking for individuals to help with the Easter
Breakfast this coming year. If you enjoy cooking,
decorating, or just lending a helping hand, please
contact Lynn Aprill and join us as we prepare for the
wonderful time of annual fellowship & celebration.

Please note: the Sunday School
children will be singing in Church
on Sunday, March 20th—which is
Palm Sunday.

SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSION PROJECT
Bible for Lutherans in Africa
This year’s mission is to use our Sunday School
offerings to purchase Bibles for Lutherans in
Africa. This is an exciting opportunity to teach
our children how important it is to share God’s
New Orleans Bound— we have been accepted to attend message on both a local and global basis, and
the 2016 National Youth Gathering (NYG) this summer also for them to see the direct impact their
fundraising will have. Through our Sunday School Offerings
in New Orleans from July 16-20.
For the youth attending the National Youth Gathering, we have raised over $1600 for the purchase of Bibles. We will
continue to raise funds for this project until the end of July.
there will be a meeting on Sunday, March 6th at 11:30

YOUTH GROUP NEWS

to discuss funds, fundraising, and other details. Please
make it a point to be at this meeting.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday, March 2nd— 5:45 to 8:30pm
Bowling at the Gutter in Howard
Cost: $5; plus cash for food.
Prizes will be given out for different
things. Invite a friend to come
along. Remember to fill out a
permission form.

SQUEAKY
Please consider donating food items to the
Pulaski Food Pantry on the 3rd Sunday with
items like, granola bars, cereal, single serving
size items and peanut butter. Food items can
be donated anytime in “Squeaky” and will
help the food pantry fill the nutritional need
of those in our community.

Page 10

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES

PRAYER PARTNER BREAKFAST
ST. JOHN SOCIAL HALL
IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN...

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY BREAKFAST
Wednesday 8:00 am at Pulaski Station*
*Formerly known as Neighborhood Kitchen

“Rejoice in hope, be patient
in tribulation,
be constant in prayer ”
Romans 12:12

This is a special invitation to all ladies of St. John.
Men of all ages are invited to join us for breakfast as
we enjoy fellowship and studying of the Word of God. To our young moms, take an hour for yourselves
and let us cook & serve YOU breakfast!
We look at the coming Sunday readings, discussing
them while we wait for our food to arrive. If you can’t
Prayer Partners is a personal and unique quiet
make it weekly, that’s alright. Join us when you can.
time with God each day. There are no meetings to
attend, committees on which to serve, or other
demands on your time. A talk with our Lord can
MEN’S
occur at any given time or place, and whether or not
SATURDAY MORNING you are someone's partner, that is an important part
of anyone's day.
BIBLE STUDY
Saturday, March 19th
Join us for the next Prayer Partner Breakfast and
7:30 am
draw the name of a Sister-In-Christ for whom you
We are challenging all men to take up their Bible this will pray each day. And know the comfort that
Lent and join us for Bible Study one Saturday a
someone is praying for you as well!
month. Learn what it means to be a man of God, and
Watch for more information in the weeks ahead
lead your household. Join us as we dig into God’s
about the next Prayer Partner Breakfast on:
Word over coffee and breakfast at the church. Come
SATURDAY, APRIL 9TH
be encouraged by other men, prayed for, & strengthen
by the Word. We meet at 7:30 am for an hour. Coffee
and donuts provided.

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Come for the coffee, stay for the study.
Lost Books?
Join us as we continue our journey —
Sundays, March 6 & 13 — looking at
some of the so-called Lost Books of the
Bible and why the are not included in
Holy Scripture.
Learn the rules as to what makes a book worthy of being a
part of Holy Scripture and why these so-called ‘Lost Books’
are heretical and false theology.
We will also consider topics like biblical inerrancy,
Gnosticism, alternative gospels, divine inspiration, the
supposedly lesser-known sayings of Jesus, text selection, and
more. Learn why the 66 books of the Bible are considered
the inerrant Word of God-a trustworthy cover-to-cover
revelation from God to man.

A picture from the snowstorm from Tuesday, February 2

“Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord:
though your sins are like scarlet,
they shall be as WHITE AS SNOW;
though they are red like crimson,
they shall become like wool.”
~ Isaiah 1:18 ~
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NEXT MEETING—WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2ND
Please join us for a bible study at our March meeting.
Florence Folkman is our host.
Thank you to all who volunteered to help with soup and
sandwiches before the Lenten Service.
“Serve wholeheartedly as if you
are serving the Lord, not men.”
Ephesians 6:7.

There’s been a good turnout the last couple weeks and
we hope it continues! Please note the sign ups for Easter
Breakfast!

Ways to Support St. John
while you shop!
Did you know that there are many ways to help our church
and youth program financially—just by doing what you are
doing anyway?
One example is SCRIP. By using the gift cards purchased
here for your regular shopping for groceries, home goods,
clothing, or eating out, our school automatically receives
anywhere from 2 to 10 percent of your purchase (depending
on the retailer) goes toward our youth program. Order forms
are available by the coat room.

A program you may not be aware of is “Amazon Smile.”
Amazon will give back 0.5% of your amazon.com purchase,
Mark your calendar to sign up for the April 2nd Young at if you go through Amazon Smile, at no extra cost to you. Go
Heart Retreat - Busy Lady's Recharge!
to smile.amazon.com and log in to your regular account.
From there, you can choose a charity to support. Our church
A Retreat for Women of All Ages
is part of this program.
Those who attend the April 2, 2016, Young Women’s/
On your first visit to smile.amazon.com type in the pick your
Young-at-Heart retreat at Camp Luther will be in for a
own charitable organization box to search for “Saint John
special treat as past national LWML President Jan
Pulaski”. Select the church to receive donations from your
Wendorf is the featured speaker and Bible study leader.
eligible purchases before you begin shopping.
Her goal is to bring useful methods and practical tools
for being in God’s Word. “The Busy Lady’s Recharge” is Amazon will remember your selection, then every eligible
the theme for the retreat. Registration information is
purchase you make on AmazonSmile will result in a
found in the winter edition of the Mission Tidings and
donation to the church.
at www.nwdlwml.org. There is a registration form and
If you are an Amazon Prime member, this will still work. So
information about meals, Friday night housing &
do amazon gift cards (which you can purchase in SCRIP). If you
child care. Lisa Glessing & Laura Palzakill, the YWR
shop at Amazon, please check this out. It is a very easy way
coordinators, have planned an event focusing on
to help. 0.5% does not sound like much, but if enough of us
refreshing us emotionally, spiritually and physically.
Jan Wendorf plans to share her own journey and how she do it, it will add up pretty quickly. Every little bit helps!
developed a personal, daily quiet time in God’s Word.
This is not to replace any organized Bible studies, but an
encouragement for us to develop our own personal
devotional time. She will share what has worked for her
and what has not, her ideas about Bible journaling. There
will be time to practice different methods and work in
small discussion groups. Jan has traveled to Tanzania
Online Readers: to shop using AmazonSmile
with Lutheran World Relief & Lutheran Malaria Initiative
selecting St. John click on the Picture above now
and will be sharing those experiences with us as well.
This promises to be a wonderful event - We hope to see
you there at Camp Luther in Three Lakes on April 2!
YOUNG AT HEART—APRIL 2ND

The LWML Spring Rally will be held at St. Peters in
Forestville on Saturday, April 23rd. Registration is $5
and will be held in the morning only.
More details to come.
Page 12

STATE OF THE ESTATE
Sunday, March 20th

The work we plan on doing ourselves will be shared at
the meeting in detail. Be assured that high quality materials
and workmanship will be maintained throughout the
proposed projects -"long after the sweetness of low prices
disappear, the bitterness of poor quality remains".
Renovations are set to be started on Sunday, June 5th
after the Church service and will continue during the month
of June & July until completion.
I can hear it now, "But we are going to the cabin" or "It's
too nice out! I want to work around my own house!" Our

House of Worship has gone far too long without proper
This year is already shaping up to be a busy year for
attention and we all need to step up to do the work. After
our House of Worship as far as upkeep and renovations.
all, isn’t our House of Worship far more important than
There are numerous projects to be done, volunteer forces
our earthly home?
to be assembled, funds to be raised, and most importantly—
We will be looking for people to assist in numerous
correct information to be shared by all.
areas of the project, whether you are a pro, weekend warrior
On Sunday, March 20th, a "State of the Property
or don't have a clue, we want you! And ladies, this isn't a
(estate)" meeting will be held at 10:30 am with food and
"sexist project "- everyone is welcome to roll up their sleeves
beverages to be served along with information shared
and sweat for our Church.
about the Church's upcoming projects.
WE CAN DO THIS!!
TOPICS WILL BE:
While it is fully understood that not everyone can work
 New Playground Placement & Installation
during the day, week or otherwise, we will discuss options
The playground will be installed on the grass of the
for giving your time to help at the meeting on March 20th,
Southeast corner of the building, off the yard storage
so please attend or get in touch with me to sign up!
room. The reason for this location will be addressed at
We plan on covering a lot of ground at the meeting in
the meeting. Also, watch for the area to be marked in
regards to the renovation, so plan on attending and being
the coming weeks for a visual idea.
part of the process!
 Parking lot repaired, resealed and lines repainted
Keep your eyes open in the next few weeks as our
fundraising
is going to be kicking in even more so we can
 Men's Bathroom upgrade
finish raising the money needed. At the December Voters’
 And the elephant in the room.... the facelift and
Meeting a mark of $80,000 was set, and as of now, we are a
overhaul of the sanctuary/naive.
little over halfway to our goal!! However, we hope to raise
The proposed list of work that is planned on being
above that $80K to $100K.
done for the renovation includes: replacing the flooring in
Be assured that there are other areas of our Church that
entryway, coat room, main office, hallways, fellowship hall,
need improvement (pews, library, classroom upgrades,
kitchen, and the sanctuary, removing the sheetrock on the
kitchen upgrades, Pastor's office painted green/gold etc.)
west wall behind the altar, insulating correctly and installing
and these areas will be addressed at a later date (2017?) in an
new sheetrock, repairing, new plaster and painting of all
attempt to keep our current projects "manageable".
walls in the sanctuary/naïve, cleaning ceiling grid and
As mentioned before, this has been a long process to
cleaning or replacing the ceiling tiles in the sanctuary,
this point, a lot of opinions shared (good, bad or otherwise)
upgrading all the lighting in the sanctuary to energy
so please be patient with all the individuals involved.
efficient fixtures, and numerous small tasks that tie into
the big project that are important.
So far this has not been easy, but we have a plan that
has
been
made in the Church's best interest both Spiritually
While it has been a long, arduous process to get to this
and
financially.
Many thanks to the folks of the Church
stage, thanks to everyone on the renovation committee for
Council, the Renovation Committee, and the Fundraisers.
their efforts as we have a clear sense of direction of needs
versus wants in our Church & what is financially affordable. You are all greatly appreciated as we do this work for the
Glory of our Lord and Savior!
However, we all need to roll our sleeves up, open
Looking forward to seeing you on Sunday, March 20th!!
our wallets, and open our hearts to working with each
other as we will undertake doing the lion’s share of the
Regards,
labor ourselves to save a substantial amount of money.
KC Nelson
At this time, the only work that will be contracted out is
St. John Board of Property
the plastering, spray foam insulation (if applicable), and
installation of new carpeting.
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SECRET SERVICE
A friend was in front of me coming out of church one
day, and the preacher was standing at the door as he
always is to shake hands. He grabbed my friend by the
hand and pulled him aside.
The Pastor said, "You need to join the Army of the Lord!"
My friend replied, "I'm already in the Army of the Lord."
Pastor questioned, "How come I don't see you except at
Christmas and Easter?"
He whispered back, "I'm in the secret service.”

JUST LIKE JESUS
One day an old Lutheran Pastor was dying. He sent a
message for a doctor and lawyer, both members of his
congregation, to come to his home.
When they arrived, they went up to his bedroom. As
they entered the room, he held out his hand motioning
for them to sit on each side of his bed. Then he grasped
their hands, sighed contentedly, and smiled.

POOR SICK BOY
Marty, a little boy, was in church one Easter Sunday
with his mother Doris, when he started feeling sick.
'Mummy,' he inquired, 'can we leave now?'
'No,' his mother replied, 'the service isn't over yet.'

'Well, I think I'm about to throw up.' Marty announced.
For a long time no one said anything. Both the doctor
'Then go out of the front door and around to the back of the
and lawyer were touched and flattered that the old man
church and throw up behind a bush.' said Doris.
would want them with him during his final moments.
After about sixty seconds, Marty returned to his pew,
He had never given them any indication that he had
alongside his mother.
particularly liked either of them. His sermons in the
past about greed and various other behavior had made
'Did you throw up?' Marty's Mum asked quietly.
them squirm in their seats many a time.
'Yes,' Marty answered, embarrassed.
Finally the doctor asked, "Pastor, why did you ask us to
'How could you have gone all the way to the back of the
come and see you at this time?"
church and returned so quickly?' Doris demanded.
The old man mustered up some strength, and then
'I didn't have to go out of the church, Mummy. They have a
said weakly, "Jesus died between 2 thieves... and that's how
box next to the front door that says, "For the Sick".'
I wanted to go."

A PRAYER FOR EASTER

Young Ernie and his family were invited to have
Easter Sunday lunch at his grandmother's house.
Everyone was seated around the table as the food was
being served. When Ernie received his plate he started
eating straight away.
'Ernie, wait until we say grace,' demanded his father.
'I don't have to,' the five year old replied.
'Of course you do, Ernest,' his mother harshly insisted.
'We always say a prayer before eating at our house.'
'That's at our house,' Ernie explained, 'but this is
Grandma's house, and she knows how to cook.'
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