 Confirmation
 Benefit Events
 What’s the Difference




ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
910 S. St. Augustine Street
Pulaski, WI 54162


(920) 822-3511
www.stjohnpulaski.org

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
MAUNDY THURSDAY—APRIL 2ND
7:00 PM

A Meal for the Wounded

GOOD FRIDAY—APRIL 3RD
12:30 PM
7:00 PM

The Wounds that Heal
Last Seven Words of Christ

EASTER SUNDAY—APRIL 5TH
6:30 AM
The Wound of Death Vanquished!
7:15–8:45 Easter Breakfast
9:00 AM
Christ is Risen!
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THE BOARD OF EVANGELISM
WILL BE SERVING BREAKFAST
EASTER SUNDAY
7:15 AM TO 8:45 AM.
MENU:
Scrambled Eggs, Sausage Links,
Egg Bake, French Toast with
Syrup, Toast, Fruit, and Donuts,
plus beverages & dessert.

PLEASE SIGN UP
IN THE SOCIAL HALL IF YOU
ARE PLANNING TO ATTEND

and expected to find Jesus laying in a tomb—dead. But,
Jesus wasn’t were she expected Him to be, He was alive.
Have you been searching for happiness? For fulfillment? And as she stood outside the tomb weeping, Jesus called
For meaning? Where have you been searching? Has it
out to her.
been looking into the bottom of an empty glass only to be
Our Lord is alive and He is not where you expect to
left disappointed? Staring into the eyes of one person or
find Him. He’s here in His House every week calling out
another? A pocket full of cash only leaving you wanting
to You through His Word. Jesus comes to you in ways you
more and never satisfied?
would not expect. In the means of bread and wine, He
While an occasional drink is not a bad thing, and the
delivers to you His body & blood for the forgiveness of
arms of a loved one is comforting, and a pocket of cash

NOT WHERE EXPECTED!

SUPERSTITION
We live in a time full of concern about hygiene and the
transmission of germs and disease. In one sense, this concern is
good. Our understanding of how diseases are transmitted has
given us an extraordinary low rate of dangerous infections, and
serious epidemics are unknown among us.
On the other hand, even when we are armed with the best
scientific information, we human beings have a tendency
toward superstition. One such superstition is the idea that the
Lord’s Body and Blood, given in Holy Communion, could
transmit disease.
Before the beginning of the 20th Century, the use of a single
cup for Holy Communion was the common practice in nearly
all Christian churches. As our understanding of germs and
transmission of disease has grown, so has our “germophobia.”
During the last hundred years (give or take), the introduction
of individual cups for communion has become standard in
nearly all non-Roman Catholic churches; in many places, it has
completely replaced the common cup.
Let me be clear. Whether you choose to receive from the
common cup or the individual cups, you receive the same
thing: the liquid you drink is truly the Blood of
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.
Furthermore, I agree that we should take pains
to ensure that communing is both a sanitary
and pleasant experience. To this end, I always
use hand sanitizer right before the communion
rite, and the altar guild takes special care to
ensure that communion utensils are clean.
The point I would like to make, though, is
that the fear that Holy Communion —
specifically the Lord’s Blood received from the
common cup — could transmit germs and
disease is unfounded. This fear is not founded either on sound
science or on sound biblical doctrine. And if a fear is based
neither on science nor on the Bible, it is superstition, like the
“fear” of Friday the 13th.
SCIENCE
First, science. Most chalices (common cups) are made of or
contain “noble metal,” that is, gold or silver. The combination of
the noble metal of the cup and the alcohol from the wine
makes the possibility of the transmission of microbes (disease
causing organisms) through the cup almost non-existent.
Metal utensils are used in hospitals and in surgery because
metal is a generally sterile substance. Alcohol is commonly used

0.001% of the organisms transferred even under the most
favorable conditions, and when conditions approximated
those of actual use, no transmission could be detected.
The bottom line is, according to science, use of the common
cup is not unsanitary. Organisms may be transmitted through
handshakes and hugs at the beginning and end of the service,
but not through the common cup.
SCRIPTURE
Second, what does the Bible say? Could the Lord’s Supper
transmit something harmful to us? Actually, in some cases, the
answer is “yes.” Scripture does warn us about the possibility of
misuse of the Lord’s Supper:
“Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the

Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the
body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself,
then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For
anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body
eats and drinks judgment on himself. That is why many of
you are weak and ill, and some have died.” 1 Cor. 11:27-30
In this passage, we read that some have gotten sick and some
have died from misuse of the Lord’s Supper.* But the harm has
come not through germs and microbes, but
from failing to recognize the Sacrament for
what it really is: The Body and Blood of Christ
for the forgiveness of our sins. So, if we are
concerned about passing disease through Holy
Communion, we should be even more
concerned about avoiding misuse of it.
But for us, who recognize the Lord’s Body and
Blood for the forgiveness of our sins, Scripture
says the holy cup is “a cup of blessing.”
“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a
participation in the blood of Christ?” 1 Corinthians 10:16
Through this cup the Lord wants to bless us, to be good to
us, to give us eternal life. That is how we should think of the
cup: it contains nothing harmful for us, but only what is good
for us; it will not hurt us, but only help us; it is not a source of
disease and sickness, but it is the medicine that sustains our
souls and prepares our bodies for resurrection. “Drink of it, all

of you. This cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is
shed for you, for the forgiveness of sins.”
CONCLUSION
I’d like to state again that the purpose of this article is not to
question anyone’s choice of the individual cup over the

Schmidt, Deb Stachura, Bob Townsend, & Gene Winkler

THOSE MOURNING:
Karen Skalitzky & family at the death of her mother,
Myrtle Schutt.
Tyler Schwartz & family at the death of his grandma,
Helen Peterson.

Pastor James May & family and the work
of Lutherans in Africa.
Phil’s Friends & their cancer support.
Pulaski Food Pantry and the many local
families touched by their care.

kids enjoy these fun activities...

Make your way to Mountain Bay for
Stories/Crafts/Songs On the second
Saturday of every month is this free event
for all kids ages 3-6 at 10:00 am.

Stampin’ Up Fun
Kids ages 7-11

Free snacks for the kids after projects.

Make your way to Mountain Bay for a some
Journey Through
stampin’ fun. On the second Saturday of
the Psalms
every month is this fun event for all kids
Join Pastor Yaw on Tuesday mornings from ages 7-11 at 9:00 am. There is $5 fee for
materials.
8:30 to 9:30am at Mountain Bay Coffee as
we read through the Psalms.
Coffee + God’s Word = Amazing!

Parents: enjoy a cup of coffee as your

Watch for Future Church Events
that will be held at
Mountain Bay Café

Stories & Crafts
Kids ages 3-6

(Good, Right, & Sanitary -Continued from page 2)

as well as continuing to offer it on the 5th Sundays of the
month. Those who desire to receive from the individual cup,
please take it if you’d like – it’s not going anywhere. My only
intention is to reassure those who choose the common cup
that it is completely sanitary for the body, and fully salutary
for the soul. For as the hymnist wrote and we sing in verse 3
of ‘What God Ordains Is Always Good’ (LSB 760).
"No poison can be in the cup that my physician sends me"
==========================================
* This is, by the way, one of the reasons that “closed communion” is
the biblical practice—we practice closed communion for the same
reason that pharmacies require prescriptions from doctors to hand
out the most potent medicines. A pharmacist who passed out
Coumadin or Vicodin to anyone who walked in would not only be
breaking the law, but would be responsible for administering harm
and even death to those who come to him seeking life and health.
Just as everyone should be given equal access to healthcare, so also
everyone should be granted equal access to the Lord’s Body and
Blood; it is not the privilege of some “spiritual elite.” However, just
as misuse of healthcare can lead to harm to health, so also misuse
of the Lord’s Supper can lead to harm of the soul. For this reason,
just as healthcare should only be received responsibly, so also it is
the responsibility of the Church (not just the Pastor) to ensure that

Support St. John
when you shop Amazon!
That’s right! When you shop online why not help support the
church in the process? All you need to do is shop at
AmazonSmile.
AmazonSmile is operated by Amazon which lets customers
enjoy the same wide selection of products, low prices, and
convenient shopping features as on Amazon.com. The
difference is that when customers shop on AmazonSmile, the
AmazonSmile Foundation donates 0.5% of the price of eligible
purchases to the charitable organizations selected by customers.
Now you can select Saint John Pulaski! On your first visit to
smile.amazon.com type in the pick your own charitable
organization box to search for “Saint John Pulaski”. Select the
church to receive donations from your eligible purchases before
you begin shopping.
Amazon will remember your selection, then every eligible
purchase you make on AmazonSmile will result in a donation
to the church.








Elder: Neal Sharkey
Christensen—Heagle
Elder: Open Spot
Heckmann—Lambert
Elder: Jeff Stachura
Lancour—Natzke
Elder: Larry Slaght
Nelson—Schenk
Elder: KC Nelson
Schlender —Ullmer, B.
Elder: Gene Schroeder
Ullmer, T. — Zankle
Elder: Open Spot

713-6493

Box 132 They are to serve all members of the congregation. In order to

perform such services, they must concern themselves with the spiritual growth
and well being of the members through prayer and individual contacts.

639-5041

Do you have a spiritual concern? In need of prayer or someone to listen to your

822-3532

Box 253 concern? Contact one of the elders today! We are here to serve you; showing
the love, mercy, and peace of Jesus to those in need. (See James 5:13-16 )
Box 423

846-4242

Box 460

822-8591

Box 434

Head Elder:
Gene Schroeder

The Elders’
Corner

‘Our Passover Lamb!’

... I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn – both
men and women and animals – and I will bring judgment on all ....
I am the Lord. The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where
you are; and when I see the blood , I will pass over you. No
destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.
Exodus 12:12-13

and women and animals, hail, locusts, and darkness.
When Pharaoh hardened his heart against God, refusing
to let God's people go, the final plague was sent. And it
was the worst.
At midnight, God executed His final judgment on
Egypt. The angel of death went throughout the land and
struck down all the firstborn. From Pharaoh on his throne
to the prisoner in the dungeon, to the livestock in the barn,
the firstborn died. The only ones saved from His judgment
were those who placed the blood of a lamb on the door
posts of their homes and remained inside. Israelite and
Egyptian alike. As a result, Pharaoh repented of his
resistance and let God's people go.
But Passover is not only a remembrance of the power of
God to save His people from judgment and to set them
free from bondage. It is also a beautiful prophetic picture
of another event that will be celebrated Holy Week.

Good Friday is a sacred, holy day that commemorates an
event that took place 2000 years ago when Jesus Christ
was not just crucified, but was sacrificed as God's Lamb.
Then Moses said...”Go... slaughter the Passover lamb. Take a
On the actual day of Passover. When we apply by faith the
bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the basin and put some of the blood of Jesus shed on the Cross to our own hearts and
blood on the top and on both sides of the door frame. ...When the
lives, then the judgment of God for our sin passes over us,
Lord goes through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will see
and we are not only saved from the penalty of sin and
the blood on the top and sides of the door frame and will pass over
death but saved from the power of sin and death.
that door way, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter your
houses and strike you down.” Exodus 12:21-23
I want to make sure I am safe – saved from God's
judgment
whenever it does come, whether it comes this
... Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.
1 Corinthians 5:7
year on earth, or at death when I step into eternity and face
a Holy God.
Passover begins at sundown. It is a day set aside by

God's people to remember their deliverance from bondage This Good Friday, would you thank God for the blood of
in Egypt. Other than Creation and the Resurrection of
Jesus by making sure you have applied it to the door posts
Jesus Christ, there has never been a more dramatic
of your heart and life?
demonstration of God's power than the event refer to as
THE PRAYER
the Exodus.
Lord Jesus, thank You for shedding Your blood on the
Passover remembers the time when the Israelites were
cross sparing me from my sins, so that eternal death would
enslaved in Egypt. When Pharaoh defied God's command pass over me; instead You granted me eternal life. Amen.
to let his people go, his mind had to be changed. So God

confession before God, one another, and
our congregation that the faith they were
baptized into and have been taught, they
believe to be the true and inspired Word of God and would
rather face death than fall away from this confession of God
and His church.

before men.

The following youth where confirmed. We have included
their baptismal date, confirmation verse, and parents’ names:

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord's Supper
FAITHFULLY?
R I do, by the grace of God.

 PAIGE RUTH BONNIN 
BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST OCTOBER 22, 2000

PARENTS: Dale & Kellie Bonnin
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. ”
Psalm 119:105

 JORDYN RAE JOSEPHSON 
BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST DECEMBER 17, 2000

PARENTS: Timothy & Theresa Josephson
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”
Hebrews 13:8

 BRAYDEN BENJAMIN LOM 
BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST OCTOBER 12, 2000

PARENTS: Benjamin & Catherine Lom
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”
St. John 3:16

 REBECCA JEAN MAY 
BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST JUNE 17, 2000

PARENTS: Michael & Donna May
“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.”
1 John 2:15

 JAIDON DAVID NOVINSKA 
BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST JUNE 24, 2001

PARENTS: Megan Behling & Tyson Novinska

Here is a portion of the Rite of Confirmation asked and the
responses given. Are you willing to give these responses? Are
you willing to live out these responses? Hopefully we can all
respond “ I do, by the grace of God.” May God strengthen us
to live faithful lives wholly dedicated to Him and His Word.

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word,
& deed to remain true to God, Father, Son, & Holy Spirit, even to
death?
R I do, by the grace of God.
P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and church and
to suffer all, even death, rather than fan away from it?
R I do, by the grace of God.
P We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have
received the teaching of the Lord. You have confessed the faith and been
absolved of your sins. As you continue to hear the Lord's Word and
receive His blessed Sacrament, He who has begun a good work in you
will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
R Amen.

Christian Faith - New MeMbers’ Class
Wednesday, April 15, 22, & 29

6:30 pm

Interested in learning more about the Christian Faith or in
becoming a member of St. John Lutheran Church (SJLC)?
Join us Wednesday evenings in April (15, 22, &29) from
6:30 pm to about 8:00 in the church social hall.
We will explore the teachings of the Lutheran faith, what it
is that we believe and confess about sin, who God is and
what He has done through His Son Jesus, and we will look
at the gifts God continues to give to us today through Word
& Sacrament. We will also spend some time talking about,
‘How God’s Word continues to shape & guide our daily lives.’
Participation in the class does not commit you to church
membership, but is an opportunity for you to find out more
about what SJLC teaches, believes, and confesses. This is also
a time for prayerful consideration as to whether you want to
add your voice to this confession entering into membership
at St. John Lutheran Church.
Registration is not required but appreciated.
Please call the church office @ (920) 822-3511
or email us to let us know if you

are of the household of faith. Galatians 6:10
In a matter of just 2 Months (February 14th &
March 22) we did what a lot people might just
consider insane and down right foolish—we had
not just 1 benefit to help a family in need, no we
had 2 benefits to help two families out.
On Saturday, February 14th—we had a Murder
Mystery Dinner with over 70 people in attendance
as Rev & Buttercup (see included picture) lead us
through a Dinner Mystery—all to raise funds to
help in the support of Jack & Jace Schroeder.

Special Thanks—Townsend’s

Then only 36 days later, we had another benefit To receive such an outpouring of love & support
to help out Bob Townsend and family. This
from our St. John Church family not only
benefit included live music, a silent auction, and a overwhelmed us, but it has also reenergized our
good time had by all—serving about 350 people.
spirit to continue to work through our day to day
Neither one of these benefits would have been challenges knowing we are not doing so alone.
possible without the love, and support of our
Thank you for the united effort involved in
wonderful church family. Thank you so much for making this special day happen for us.
giving of your time, talents, and yes, treasures to The generous donations are truly appreciated for
bless each of these families. You have shown to
the help they will give our family. More so,
me, your Pastor, what it means to let the light of however, your genuine concern for our personal
Christ shine—displaying the love of Jesus to
welfare shined through and warmed our hearts.
others.
We know our church family and friends are
God’s
instruments in answering our prayers.
Thank You—Schroeder's
We want to thank everyone at St. John’s for the
generosity, prayers, and support you all have
shown throughout Jack & Jace’s journey home.
It’s humbling and amazing to see the gifts God
has given us through you all.

Thank you again!
Bob, Trina, Angela & Grace Townsend

Thank You,
Matt & Steph Schroeder
Jack & Jace

Picture Far Left: Rev. & Butter cup
Picture Middle: Mur der Myster y Dinner
Crowd

THE EIGHT COMMANDMENT
As with the seventh commandment,
there is little disagreement among
Christians about the meaning of the
eighth commandment,
“You shall not give false
testimony against your neighbor.”

appearances, and make a right judgment.”St. John 7:24
In general, it is good advice: “If you can’t say
anything good, don’t say anything at all.” Gossip
itself is as wrong as anything one might gossip about.
But sometimes our responsibility to truth and justice
does compel us to speak, to testify, and to report to
proper authorities.

As we consider what we will say, it is good to ask,
Obviously, this means we should not tell lies.
The words of this commandment refer specifically to “Is it true?” This can exclude what we have heard
situations in court, but the spirit of the commandment second hand or what is uncertain. Even the truth can
be twisted or misused in ways that are as bad as
applies to every setting in life.
falsehoods. Half truths can easily be used to deceive
Luther connects this commandment to the previous
as in exaggeration, false advertising and propaganda.
one, “You shall not steal.” He notes that a good
reputation is a person’s most precious possession. It is A second question to ask is “Is it helpful?” St. Paul
writes, “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of
also virtually impossible to return once it has been
your mouths, but only what is helpful for building
taken away.
others up according to their needs, that it may benefit
As with the other commandments, the spirit of this
those who listen.” Ephesians 4:29
commandment includes not only what we should not
say but what we should say, think and do. Each of the Sometimes it is truly helpful for an individual or to
commandments protects a good gift God wants us to protect others for us to point out what is wrong to an
offender or to the authorities. At other times it is more
have. This one protects truth and justice.
helpful to keep silent. “He who covers over an offense
Some denominations are more known for their focus
promotes love, but whoever repeats the matter
on justice and social issues than the LCMS. We should
separates close friends.” Proverbs 17:9
not forget that these things are important to us also.
In the context of the commandments, Moses says, “Do While this commandment is one of the last, it is not
not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor one of the least. St. James writes:
or favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor
“When we put bits into the mouths of horses to
fairly.” Leviticus 19:15 Justice is not just people getting
make them obey us, we can turn the whole
what they deserve but also getting what they need.
animal… Likewise the tongue is a small part of the
“Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves,
body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a
for the rights of all who are destitute. Speak up and
great forest is set on fire by a small spark… All
judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.”
kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of
Proverbs 31:8-9
the sea are being tamed and have been tamed by
man, but no man can tame the tongue.” James 3:3, 5, 7-8
As Luther says, we are to “defend him and speak
well of him.”

What we cannot
This commandment, like the others, needs to be kept do, we need God to
do for us.
not only with our words but also in our thoughts.
Prejudice and discrimination are contrary to Luther’s
encouragement to “Put the best construction on
everything.” It is not only wrong but foolish to make

Him. But it doesn’t work the same way with us. For what
belongs to us? Nothing. We belong to Him, by water and His
Name. He purchased and won us from sin, death, and the
ANDELIONS FOR OD
devil by His holy, precious blood and His innocent suffering
“On receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, saying, and death, so that we would be His own special possession.
‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal Thus, we have nothing of our own, it all belongs to Him. We
to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat’ are stewards of what He has given to us. And so we give of
But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. ourselves, all that we are and all that we have, to those whom
Did you not agree with me for a denarius? . . I choose to give to this God has placed us to care for in our vocations of members of
last worker as I give to you? Am I not allowed to do what I choose a family, society, and the church.
with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity? ”
And if He has done all this for us, how can we not do with
(St. Matthew 20:11–15).
everything that He gave us likewise?
Entry into the Kingdom of heaven is by grace not by works.
And this is the point of the parable. Those hired first received
the same wage as those hired last. Those hired first, even
though they bore the heat of the day, received the same wage as
those hired last. Entry into the kingdom comes by grace, by the
gracious call and invitation of the owner of the vineyard.

D

G

And we chafe against this. We, like those hired first, object
to the master’s decision. We begrudge him because of his
generosity. We think that those who labored longer should
receive a greater wage. And we protest that it’s not fair. But
that is precisely the point. It’s not fair. It’s by grace. It’s given
from God’s undeserved love and kindness, not by merit. So we
should rejoice. For to ask for fairness, to ask to be treated by
what we deserve and have earned, is simply to ask for hell.
For God owes us nothing. For by grace you are saved, by his
underserved love and mercy. And even though it was
undeserved, that doesn’t mean it was cheap. It wasn’t cheap,
but costly. It cost God the Father His own Son. It cost the Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ, His very life. God’s grace is costly grace.
2015—Monthly
It costs us nothing, but the cost for God was great. For it was
Finance Report
achieved by the shedding of the holy and precious blood and
In
an effort to provide more
the innocent suffering and death of Jesus. And it’s by that shed
communication regarding the
blood that God by grace calls us to be His own. It is by that
church’s financial position, a monthly report will be
death that God by grace gives us entrance into His kingdom.
provided in the newsletter to indicate the year-to-date
He doesn’t owe us. We’re not entitled to anything from
budget versus the year-to-date (YTD) actual amounts
God. He is not indebted to us. We are indebted to Him. For
for both contributions and expenses. The information
we have not lived as He mattered most. We have not loved
Him with our whole heart, body, mind, and soul, with all that reported in the newsletter will be for the most recent
fully completed month.
we are and all that we have. We have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. We justly deserve his temporal and eternal
FOR THE MONTH ENDING FEBRUARY 28, 2015
punishments. But unlike us, He doesn’t hold this debt over
YTD Contributions- Actual
$29, 305.49
our heads. He has instead place our debt upon the head of His
YTD Expenses- Actual
$37, 014.33
Son, and His Son has taken it willingly so that we would be
YTD Surplus
$ -7, 702.77
forgiven and free.

given talents to help with the youth
program. If you would be willing to
share the love of Jesus with our church youth while
having fun or you would like to learn more about
serving in this God pleasing way—please contact Pastor.

School year.
We currently have taken a break from the
Old Testament series from What’s in the Bible and
have been watching the series’ New Testament
episodes that coincide with the Lenten season.
After Easter, we will spend the remainder of the year
finishing up the series’ lessons from the Old
Testament. The children have really enjoyed the series
this year and we all are excited to continue next year
with the New Testament.

REGISTER FOR CAMP LUTHER
SUMMER CAMP!
An exciting summer is planned for
ALL AGES at Camp Luther.
Youth in grades 3-9 have many options for camp that
will allow you to pick just the right "fit" for each child.
"Pathfinder" is an exciting week camp for youth in
grades 3-6. "Trailblazer" is a special week camp for
youth grades 5-9. Both Trailblazer and Pathfinder allow
campers a choice to stay in one of five outpost villages
or in the dormitory-style Retreat Center.
There are also Camps available for 4K– Kindergarteners
“KinderCamp” and grades 1-3 “Explorer Camp”.
Don’t forget about the High School Youth—you too
have options at Camp Luther. Check out either
“Impact,” “’Xtreme Teen,” or “The Edge.”

Financial Assistance is available for all people both
through Camp Luther and St. John (forms available on
the bulletin board). All who apply will receive some
form of assistance.
Activities within camper groups provide opportunities
for friendships and faith to grow. Visit our website at
www.campluther.com to register.

Additionally, the Sunday School children have been
doing a wonderful job learning Bible verses this year.
Memorizing Bible verses can be a family activity. The
children learn a song to coincide with their Bible verse
in Sunday School, and so ask them to teach you this
month’s so everyone can sing along at home. The Bible
verse for April is:
“But now Christ has been raised from the dead,
the first fruits of those who are asleep.”

1 Corinthians 15:20
FIELD DAY—MAY 3RD
We are also excited to announce that this year we’re
changing from having an annual kite derby to hosting
an old fashion field day. There will be games for the
kids to compete in such as a three-legged race and
tug-o-war. Of course, we will still have a hotdog
lunch. As always, we can use your help with both
donations of your time and of items to be listed on the
giving tree. All help is greatly appreciated.
Please mark your calendar for the following dates:
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 5TH —No Sunday School
SUNDAY, APRIL 19TH—Children’s Service.
The children will be singing in worship.
SUNDAY, MAY 3RD—Field Day /Last Day of Sunday School
On behalf of the Sunday School students and staff, we
thank you for your continuing support; without your
help the program would not be successful. We enjoyed
watching your children grow spiritually through
laughter, songs, and activities and we look forward to

NEXT BIBLE STUDY—WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8TH 6:30 PM
NEXT MEETING—WEDNESDAY, MAY 6TH 6:30 PM

A big thank you to all the ladies who prepared the
soup/chili for our Lenten suppers and to all who
brought sandwiches, dessert and other items to
accompany our meal!
We are thankful you were physically fed as well as
spiritually. May you have a blessed Easter & Alleluia,
He is Risen Indeed!
IMPORTANT DATES:
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY APRIL 8TH:
Led by Pastor Yaw. This is open to all women in the
congregation at 6:30 pm - mark your calendars & get
fed with your fellow sisters in Christ.
YOUNG AT HEART RETREAT—APRIL 11TH:
At Camp Luther - this is again
open to all women, no matter
what age you are, you just need
to be young at heart!! There is
more information available on the
tables in the social hall.
LWML SPRING RALLY -APRIL 18TH:
Hosted by St. John Ladies Guild. It has been many years
since we have hosted the LWML at our church. This
rally is open to all women of the congregation. You do
not have to be a member. Registration opens at 8:15 am
with coffee & fellowship and opening begins at 9 am
led by Pastor Yaw. The bible study theme is ‘God's
Fitness Plan’ - How to stay fit Spiritually led by our
very own Jackie Brassfield.
We will be collecting for "Gifts of
the Heart" for Manna for Life. A
list of items needed is shown in
the next column. Please consider
donating to this wonderful
cause. A collection basket will be
in the social hall.
LADIES GUILD MEETING MAY 6TH:

 Boxed Meals (Mac ‘n Cheese, Instant Rice, Ham. Helper)
 Peanut Butter
 Canned Tuna
 Cereal
 Pasta, Rice
 Baby Food, Diapers, Baby Wipes
 Paper Products (Toilet Paper, Paper Towels, Napkins)
 Personal Hygiene Items (Deodorant, Bars of Soap,
Toothpaste, feminine hygiene products, adult diapers)

They are also accepting monetary donations and
checks can be made out to Manna for Life and given to
Miriam Slaght for inclusion in the Gifts of the Heart.
May God bless you & fill your hearts with joy for He
has given us new life in Him!
He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!

Jean Kohlmeyer

Happy Easter
In October, before the Halloween candy
clearance is complete, we start seeing Christmas
trees and decorations. Almost every aisle in the
store has some sort of sale: clothes, toys, jewelry,
home décor.
We make a big deal out of Christmas. Now the
store aisles look a little different. We see
chocolate bunnies, colorful candy, stuffed lambs
and bunnies, egg coloring kits, and some bright new
outfits to wear on Easter morning.
It is important to celebrate Jesus’ birth at
Christmas. But during Easter, we recognize why
Jesus came into the world---to save us from our
sins.
On Good Friday, the church looks barren and
sad, a time when we focus on the crucifixion of
Jesus. He never sinned or did wrong, and yet took
our place, our punishment for sin. But when we
enter the church on Sunday morning, a great
transformation has been made. There are Easter
lilies - a symbol of Jesus’ resurrection, and
butterflies, a symbol of new life, and if you look to
the display at the right of the church, we see a
stone rolled away from an empty tomb.
The songs we sing are joyous. Songs such as:
‘I Know That My Redeemer Lives’ and
‘Jesus Christ is Risen Today’.
Jesus said: “I am the resurrection and the
life. Whoever believes in me, though he dies,
yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and
believes in me shall never die.” St. John 11:25-26
When you eat your jelly beans, here's a little poem
to remind you of Jesus:
REJOICE, HE IS RISEN

Color the Picture Celebrating Jesus’ Victory
over sin, death, & the devil.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Peace
Patience
Kindness
Goodness
Faithfulness
Gentleness
Self-control

Please see the operating manual, the B.I.B.L.E. (BEST
Instructions Before Leaving Earth) for further details on
the use of these fixes.

RECALL NOTICE
The Maker of all human beings (GOD) is recalling all
units manufactured, regardless of make or year, due to
a serious defect in the primary and central component
of the heart. This is due to a malfunction in the original
prototype units code named Adam and Eve, resulting in
the reproduction of the same defect in all subsequent
units. This defect has been identified as "Subsequential
Internal Non-morality," more commonly known as
S.I.N., as it is primarily expressed.
Some of the symptoms include:
1) Loss of direction
2) Foul vocal emissions
3) Amnesia of origin
4) Lack of peace and joy
5) Selfish or violent behavior
6) Depression or confusion
7) Fearfulness
8) Idolatry
9) Rebellion
The Manufacturer, who is neither liable nor at fault for
this defect, is providing factory-authorized repair and
service free of charge to correct this defect. The Repair
Technician, JESUS, has most generously offered to bear
the entire burden of the staggering cost of these repairs.
There is no additional fee required. The number to call
for repair in all areas is: P-R-A-Y-E-R.
Once connected, please upload your burden of SIN
through the REPENTANCE procedure.
Next, download ATONEMENT from the Repair
Technician, Jesus , into the heart component.

WARNING: Continuing to operate the human being
unit without correction voids any manufacturer
warranties, exposing the unit to dangers and problems
too numerous to list, and will result in the human unit
being permanently impounded. For free emergency
service, call on Jesus.
DANGER: The human being units not responding to
this recall action will have to be scrapped in the furnace.
The SIN defect will not be permitted to enter Heaven so
as to prevent contamination of that facility. Thank you
for your attention!
- GOD

P.S. Please assist where possible by notifying others of
this important recall notice, and you may contact the
Father any time by 'Knee mail'!
Because HE Lives, you can face tomorrow!

shopping. It’s that easy!
What is Scrip?
Scrip is Fundraising While You Shop. This am azingly su ccessfu l fu ndr aising pr o gr am
has worked for thousands of churches and other non-profit organizations! Scrip turns everyday
shopping into cash for our church when families use retail gift cards to pay for everyday purchases (like
gas & groceries) instead of the usual credit/debit card or other money. Great Lakes Scrip Center has
helped thousands of organizations earn more than 500 million dollars over the last 20 years.

How It Works
Good news: It’s really simple!
The Basics of a Scrip Program
 Our church members buy retail gift cards through our scrip program at face value.
You pay $50 – you receive $50 in gift cards.
 You can choose from nearly 400 national retail stores where you already shop.
You may obtain the complete list of what is offered through church by the coat room.
 Our church buys the gift cards at 1-16% less than face value (varies by retailer).
 The difference between face value and what our church pays = our earnings.
 Our fundraising has begun! It’s that easy!
Here’s an Example
Pastor Yaw needs some gardening supplies, so he buys a $100 Home Depot gift card for $100 through
the church’s scrip fundraiser. Cha-ching! He just earned $4 for the church because Home Depot gift
cards are available from Great Lakes Scrip Center at 4% less than face value. When Pastor Yaw checks
out at Home Depot, he pays with his gift card instead of using a credit or debit card!
He will do the same thing when he needs cleaning supplies at Target, and earn $2.50 just by using a
$100 Target gift card to pay for his purchases.

Why Scrip is Better?

Most fundraising programs sell “stuff.” Supporters buy the “stuff” to “help you out.”
(i.e. “How little can I spend?”). With scrip, there’s no need to sell “stuff.”
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

Top Scrip Program Benefits
No selling random, unwanted, overpriced “stuff” to family and friends.
Earnings add up fast! It's easy for a single family to generate over $500 per year.
Everyday family purchases become every day earnings for our church.
You can plan ahead to buy groceries, gas, and other household expenses with gift cards.
Use gift cards to pay at checkout, just like you would use a credit/debit card,
but without the fraud risk.
No unnecessary spending!

It’s so easy, even a Pastor can do it!! Here is what you need to do:
 Fill out an order form (located next to the coat room). Orders are placed every other week.
 Pay via cash or check made payable to St. John Lutheran Church.
 Drop order form with payment into the black box by the coat room.
 Gift cards will be available for pick-up the following Sunday after the service.
 Any questions, please contact Jean Kohlmeyer or the church office.
There is something for everyone. Here are just a few of the
Gift Cards available. See the complete list next to the coat room.
Clothing &
Accessories
Aeropostale
Children’s Place
Claire’s
Dressbarn
Express
Foot Locker
Gap
Gymboree
LL Bean
Old Navy
Payless Shoes
TJ Maxx
Department Stores
JC Penney
Kohl’s
Macy’s
Sears
Younkers

Dining-Casual
Applebee’s
Buffalo Wild Wings
Chili’s
Chuck E. Cheese
Old Chicago
Olive Garden
Pizza Ranch
Red Robin
Texas Roadhouse

Chipotle
Cousins Subs
Dairy Queen
Fazoli’s
KFC
Pizza Hut
Starbucks
Subway
Taco Bell
Wendy’s
Discount Store
Burlington Coat
Sam’s Club
Shopko
Target
Walmart

Marcus Theatres
Grocery
Copps
Pick ‘n Save
Roundys
Home Décor
Bed Bath & Beyond
Pier 1 Imports
Pottery Barn

Hallmark
JoAnn Fabric
Michaels
Pet Smart
Toys ‘R’ Us
Walgreens
Sporting Goods
Cabela’s
Dick’s Sporting
Dunham’s
Gander Mountain

Home Improvement
Ace Hardware
Travel
Lowe’s
Avis Car Rental
Menards
Best Western
Home Depot
Budget Car Rental
Carnival Cruises
Electronics & Office Online & Catalog
Choice Hotels
Amazon.com
Best Buy
Comfort Suites
Groupon.com
GameStop
Disney
iTunes
Office Depot/Max
Sleep Inn
Overstock.com
Shutterfly
Gas & Auto
And Many,
Advance Auto Parts
Many More!!
Service
AutoZone
Master Cuts
BP Gas
Regis Salons
Exxon/Mobil
Kwik Trip
Shell
Specialty Retailer
American Girl
Bath & Body Works
Entertainment

I don’t know about you but it seems like only yesterday that we began the season of
Lent on Ash Wednesday. That day I was in Iowa and had the grand opportunity to
preach at St. John Lutheran Church. That particular congregation did not have the
traditional imposition of ashes, a practice where the pastor takes ashes and draws
them on the forehead of each Christian who comes before the altar of God. While
tracing the ashes, the pastor recites the condemning words over and over again,
“You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” These were the very same words
that God spoke to Adam when he was jettisoned from the Garden of Eden, the Garden
of paradise that God had created for His creation (Genesis 3:19). The first couple were tempted by Satan and their own sinful
flesh with the words, “The day that you eat of it you will become like God, knowing good and evil.” What a terrible day. They knew the
consequences but they didn’t believe, “The day that you eat of it you will surely die.” For me there is no day in the
church calendar more terrifying than that day when the pastor declares to each and every
person individually, “You are dust and to dust you shall return.” You are going to die!
I do not begrudge a congregation that does not observe the imposition of ashes because of the
great terror that it brings. I have offered the ashes also in Africa and many times the
majority of people were too afraid to come up front. Certainly you can understand why the
reminder can be too much in Africa. They already have enough reminders with death before
their eyes as their family members suffer from Ebola, AIDS, malaria, malnutrition, and
terror from Muslims as well as from their own corrupt governments. Do they really need
another reminder? The real question is: what caused this death and what can be done about it?
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 6:23

Caught in Red Tape
Actually “Struggles” has been the repeated theme during Lent, not because of a particular person but because of a sinful and
fallen world. Every few years I need to apply for a work permit to validly be in Africa and work. Naturally, Satan does not
like my presence here and it seems every couple of years he uses this opportunity to strike. Since I returned to Kenya in late
February, I have made multiple trips weekly to the Ministry of Immigration in order to renew my work permit. Somehow or
another the file has just vanished! We have a copy of the application and the official receipt from the government but the file
itself has just disappeared. I even visited with the chief of investigations last week and he is stumped as well. It is more than
misplaced. It seems some tomfoolery may have even taken place but no need to worry. They have promised to get to the
bottom of it but your prayers will be appreciated in the mean time.

Missed Ordinations
Because of these different obstacles in obtaining my work permit, I was not able to travel to Burkina Faso on the 15th of
March which was a great and marvelous day. Many of you have followed us since we arrived in Africa in 2006. I was the first
ever missionary from the LCMS to be sent to Burkina Faso. There were many struggles there as we planted churches and
trained workers for the harvest but God’s seeds were indeed planted and we rejoice with all the saints that now for the first
time in the history of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Burkina Faso that they have their own ordained pastors. The five
men who were
ordained were Tanpo Tchiriteme, Myiemba Thiombiano, Joseph Napon,
Espoir Arzoumbila Sawadogo, and Marcel Nitiema. Missing the
occasion for me was like missing the birth of your first child. Certainly
the Devil wanted this child to be aborted and not come into the world
but our Heavenly Father is the true Father of this church and it is He
who brought it into existence and it is He who will continue to sustain it.
Please pray as they continue to grow in faith and as the seeds of the
Gospel continue to be spread across that country.
What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you
believed, as the Lord assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered,
but God gave the growth. So neither he who plants nor he who
waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. He who
plants and he who waters are one, and each will

news. Enough money has now been raised, over $350,000, to buy the
land!!! Praise be to God for that. Having said that,
we are still in need of your help. We need your prayers. The process of
purchasing land in Kenya has been FAR more difficult than I ever
expected. We have looked at many plots and talked with many “sellers”.
I put the quotes around the word sellers because there are many conartists in Africa. News of people being swindled is often reported in the
newspapers here and part of the reason is lack of education and following
the law. We want to assure all the LIA supporters that even though it is
taking us time to move forward, it is not because we are lazy. In fact, we
are being very thorough. Each time we locate a property that would work
for the mission center we follow all the procedures of verifying title deeds,
land registries, and identification cards of the sellers. Many times, these
have not been consistent and we stopped negotiations before any funds
were used. Once we find a plot that passes the legal document search,
we will then engage a lawyer who specializes in land sales to write the
contract and assist the transaction. So, as you can see, prayers of wisdom and guidance are needed. We take these steps very
seriously because it is God’s money and we want to be good stewards of His resources.

Next Step
We believe that the land will be purchased very soon so we need to be prepared for the next steps. The first step will be to
fence the entire property so that we do not have a problem with squatters. Once that is completed the next step is to get
water! Water is life, not only for drinking but for irrigation. Plumbing infrastructure as you have in the Western world, does
not exist for the most part in Africa. Therefore we need to drill a borehole which will provide enough water for drinking,
watering the farm, and washing. This is an expensive project but also one that a dear friend and supporter has offered to
organize. Pam Mueller is the Principal at Bethany Lutheran School and has offered to work with all Lutheran schools and
Sunday schools to raise funds for this project. We thought this would be a good idea because it is a practical project that
children can understand and see. If your school or Sunday school would like to help raise funds to drill a borehole for the
new mission center, please contact Pam Mueller at pmueller@bethanylcs.org and download our Springs of Living Water
PDF flyer at lutheransinafrica.com/springs.

Other Upcoming Projects and Prayer Requests
The week after Easter we will be holding our annual board meetings for LHF-Africa and Lutherans in Africa.
At that time, Lutheran bishops, educators, and workers will travel from all over Africa to Nairobi. We will
discuss the work of the past year both with LIA as well as in their countries so that we can best plan how we
can help each other in the next year. Churches are constantly being attacked by heresy, false teaching, and all
sorts of evil. This is an important time to come together to pray, study God’s Word, and prepare ourselves for
service in His Kingdom. The work of teaching will actually start right after the meeting as I will be traveling
with two other pastors to Rwanda, Congo, and Burundi to teach the Lord’s Prayer, Lord’s Supper, and how to
preach the upcoming lessons. Once I come back I will send another report with pictures but please keep us in
your prayers. Traveling in Africa is often more dangerous than malaria!

Thank You LIA Supporters!
In closing, I want to thank all of you who support Lutherans in Africa. Each day it is a struggle to wonder how we are going
to respond to all the requests for help, books, teaching, etc. and yet great joy to see how so many of you are assisting in helping the Gospel get to the farthest reaches of the world. Let me share one instance in
particular. Last week, I got an email from a Finnish Lutheran missionary who
trains teachers in Africa. He hasn’t been in Kenya long but he was shocked that at
the Lutheran school where the teachers were being trained, the students had never
seen a catechism! How can they help the children to be Lutheran and know the
right teaching without a catechism?
He asked me to help in anyway possible. I posted this request on Facebook and
within 24 hours so many of you responded that we will have enough catechisms for
all the students! Thank you for being so eager to help and respond to those who
want to hear and learn God’s Word!

During the month of April we will be taking
a closer look at the practice of Confirmation
and First Communion.

What’s next? How does this work? Will this mean the end
of Confirmation? (hint: No! Confirmation WILL continue)
Questions & Answer Session.

Join us as we discuss the following:
 April 5th

No Bible Study—Happy Easter
 April 12th

A Closer Look at Confirmation!
Having just celebrated Confirmation a few weeks earlier,
let’s take a closer look at what’s going on - What is
confirmation? Why do we offer it? What does the Bible &
Jesus say about confirmation? Can we do things better?
What is taking place in the church in regards to
confirmation. Join us as we look at this Historical Practice—
you might just be surprised by what you learn?
 April 19th

First Communion—Confirmation
What is First Communion? Do Lutheran practice such
things? Does confirmation & communion belong together?
Why consider offering such a thing?

THEOLOGY
FOR
LAY PEOPLE
Issues, Etc. is a r a dio ta lk sho w pr o du ced
by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and
hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.
Listen LIVE Online Weekdays
from 3-5 pm or at your
convenience at
www.issuesetc.org

The Volunteer Center of Brown County is looking for volunteers to help the elderly and people
with disabilities in our community by doing spring yard work at their homes. The target time
for this service is during the week of May 17th to 23rd. Volunteers will be needed to rake/
cleanup lawns, wash windows, and possibly assist with some garden work.
If you can share a few hours of your time, please reply to this e-mail or contact the Volunteer
Center at 920-429-9445. By volunteering for the spring cleanup, you will be helping people to
enjoy the independence of remaining in their own homes.

MEETING
SATURDAY, APRIL 11TH
8:00 - 9:30 AM

bids or setting any dates, this is purely an exploratory meeting to
assess whether we as the congregation decide to move forward on
the exploration of doing these proposed projects at our church.

Anyone and everyone is welcome to participate in this meeting
and join the committee, regardless of skill, experience, or
On March 15th the Board of Property held a meeting to
longevity of membership, whether you have been at St. John for
research and discuss the possibility of renovating various areas of 50 years or 2 months. Your voice and opinions are important in
our House of Worship (the Sanctuary). This meeting was well
this matter. STEP UP AND SPEAK UP!
attended with many comments and suggestions made, and as a
I realize that this meeting may be held on a beautiful, spring
result I feel the need to have a second meeting to address multiple Saturday morning, most of us would rather be outside or
issues and/or concerns.
participating in some activities other than church, but this is a very
Join me on Saturday, April 11th from 8:00 - 9:30 am for a
important meeting about addressing the needs of our Church,
recap of the March 15th meeting, as well as, looking at several
please attend and be heard.
other suggestions and/or opinions that have come up since.

 Round-trip coach transportation via Woody’s Wheels
 Admission to the ‘That’s Amore’ Spring Show at the
Mitchell Park Domes
 Lunch: The Cornerstone Restaurant, Genesee Depot
(includes Entree and Beverage)
 Admission and guided tour of Ten Chimneys
 Time at the Waukesha Art Crawl

holding a jewelry show at the Domes today.

Mitchell Park Domes

Since its establishment in 1996, the Foundation has
held a progressive view of Ten Chimneys as more than a
great museum— as a relevant inspiration for visitors
and a beacon and resource for American theatre. In
addition to the estate’s rich history, the Foundation is
nationally renowned for its Programs for American
Theatre and Programs for the Public.

Come to the deserts of Africa, Madagascar, South and
North America in the Desert Dome where one of the
world's finest collections of cacti, succulents, shrubs
and arid-land bulbs grow. An Oasis of Pampas Grass
and desert palms beckons as paths lead you past many
plant oddities with intriguing geometric forms, subtle
coloration and unique adaptations to hot, dry habitats.
Stroll the jungle-like trails of the Tropical Dome and
see a rich diversity of plants from the rainforests of five
continents. Showy flowers, fruits, nuts, spices and a
multitude of orchids and bromeliads surround you as
you're drawn toward a rushing waterfall in this
paradise. Be sure to look for the colorful birds that call
the Tropical Dome their home.

“Spring is the Air” Day Trip
Saturday, May 2nd

TRIP

7 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.

INCLUDES:

$80.00 per adult
 Round-trip coach transportation via Woody’s Wheels
 Admission to the ‘That’s Amore’ Spring Show at the
Mitchell Park Domes
 Lunch: The Cornerstone Restaurant, Genesee Depot
(includes Entree and Beverage)
 Admission and guided tour of Ten Chimneys
 Time at the Waukesha Art Crawl
_______________________________________________________

“SPRING IS IN THE AIR” DAY TRIP
SIGN-UP SLIP
NAME:_________________________________________________
E-MAIL:________________________________________________
PHONE:________________________________________________
________ x $80 = _______________________________TOTAL
# attending

Ten Chimneys
Ten Chimneys, the estate lovingly created by theatre
legends Alfred Lunt & Lynn Fontanne, is open to the
public as a world-class house museum and national
resource for theatre, arts, and arts education.

Waukesha Art Crawl
From 4 to 10 p.m., Waukesha hosts its bi-monthly art
crawl, featuring 175 artists in over 30 locations in
downtown Waukesha, along with live music and
numerous restaurant specials. Catch dinner on-yourown as you crawl and shop your way through the many
displays along 5 blocks.

St. John Lutheran Church
910 South St. Augustine Street
Pulaski, WI 54162

Trip Itinerary
7:00 a.m. Departure from St. John Pulaski
9:00 a.m. Arrival at Mitchell Park Domes
11:00 a.m. Departure from Domes
11:35 a.m. Lunch at Cornerstone Restaurant
12:35 p.m. Departure from Cornerstone Restaurant
12:45 p.m. Arrival at Ten Chimneys
1:00 p.m. First Tour
1:15 p.m. Second Tour
1:30 p.m. Third Tour
4:00 p.m. Departure from Ten Chimneys
4:15 p.m. Arrival in downtown Waukesha
Time for Art Crawl and dinner on-your-own
7:00 p.m. Depart downtown Waukesha for home
9:30 p.m. Arrive back at St. John Pulaski

