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LENT SCHEDULE
Ash Wednesday—7 pm
Wednesday, Feb. 18
Lent MidWeek Service
7 pm Thursday
February - 26
March - 5, 12, 19, & 25
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THE SEASON OF LOVE
It is no secret to any of us that
Valentine’s Day is this month.
This is a time of year when
Hallmark and the florists do a lot of business, as
many couples try to be “romantic,” at least around
the 14th. This is a time of year when our thoughts
turn to love. But something that is coming up in a
few weeks is something we call Ash Wednesday.
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needs to hear the Gospel. We all know someone
who needs to hear or be reminded of the love of
Jesus and what He did for us on the cross and in
the empty tomb.
As we finish up Epiphany this month and move
onto Lent, think seriously about inviting someone
to church with you, after all this is the Season of
Love—God’s Love for you!
Let’s share the Gospel with those who need the



Lent is a 40 day Christian festival beginning Ash Wednesday and concluding on Easter ( Sundays are not counted).



The word "Lent" comes from the old Anglo-Saxon word lengten, which means "springtime," named so for the time of the
year in which it occurs.



What we now call Lent was originally a period of fasting and study for catechumens who were to be baptized on the
Saturday before Easter. The 40 day fast was said by Athanasius in 339 AD to be celebrated the world over. The 40 day fast
of Jesus in the wilderness was responsible for the number 40 being chosen.



The purpose of this extended fast was to practice self-denial and humility. This was to prepare oneself for receiving God's
grace and forgiveness in baptism, given on Easter Saturday or Easter Sunday.



The liturgical color for Lent is purple, the color of repentance and sorrow for sin.



Lent prepares us for the observance of Jesus Christ's suffering, death, and resurrection for us. It is a season of repentance
and sorrow for sin. Lent is a time of self-examination in light of the Ten Commandments; it is a time of giving up of
sinful behavior, a time of personal housecleaning. It is a time of commitment to the new life of Christ begun in baptism.
It is a time of disciplined study of Scripture and a time of growing in faith. In recent years, Lent has become a time to
remember our baptisms. It is a time to reflect on the impact of baptism on our lives, and to ask ourselves how we are
doing. Most of all, it is a time of renewal and new beginnings, as we through faith apply the complete forgiveness won by
Christ's death to our lives. Lent heightens our awareness that we desperately need Jesus Christ.



As someone has said: "Lent is the Church's springtime. Out of the darkness of sin's winter emerges a people --the Church-reborn through baptism into their Lord's death and resurrection from the grave." LENT IS AN OPPORTUNITY NOT AN
OBLIGATION. It is not commanded by our Lord, nor is it even mentioned in the Bible. Those Christians who observe it do
so because they find it a helpful opportunity for repentance and renewal, for the strengthening of their faith. Christians are
free to observe or not observe Lent.



What we call "Ash Wednesday," is difficult to date with certainty, though it probably began around 600 A.D.



Ashes are applied to the forehead of Christians in the sign of the cross (throughout the Middle Ages ashes were sprinkled
on the head) as a symbol of humility and repentance. The ashes are a reminder that we are "dust and to dust you shall
return" (Genesis 3:19). Thus, they are a reminder of our mortality cursed as it is by sin. Moreover, the ashes remind us of
our limits, of what we are, and how greatly we need God's mercy in Christ.
LENT MIDWEEK THEME
“SACRED HEAD NOW WOUNDED”

This year’s Lenten theme is drawn
from things that are commonly heard
in the Passion of Our Lord, drawn from
the 4 Gospels and also found in the
hymn by the same name as our theme.
Wednesday Feb. 18:
“A Wounded Savior For a Wounded People”
February 26: “The Wounded Betrayal”

LENT SOUP & SANDWICH
(THURSDAY EVENING)
5:45PM—6:45PM
Feb. 18th -Ash Wednesday - thru March 26th
Lend a hand by signing up to bring sandwiches or a

congregation, a loving caring body of
Christ, (our prayer chain and our devoted,
caring Pastor are excellent examples of
this) where our Lord Jesus forgives our
sin, hears our prayers, brings us to the joy
and bliss of knowing our Grace of eternal
salvation with Him.
The Prayer:
Lord Jesus, we praise
You for giving Your life
for us, that we may enjoy
eternity with You. Amen.

confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be
healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.” James 5:13-16

What is an elder and what should St. John congregation expect of its elders?
The elders are expected to assist the pastor in matters pertaining to the spiritual
welfare of the congregation of St. John, public worship, Christian discipline and
restoration. They are to serve all members of the congregation. In order to perform such
services, they must concern themselves with the spiritual growth and well being of the
members through prayer and individual contacts.
Do you have a spiritual concern? In need of prayer or someone to listen to your
concern? Contact one of the elders today! We are here to serve you; showing the love,
mercy, and peace of Jesus to those in need.

St. John’s Board of Elders — Please feel free to call any elder:

Head Elder*
*Gene Schroeder 822-8591
KC Nelson
846-4242

Changes to the
Board of Elders
The Board of Elders is going through some changes.
At the beginning of 2015, we had two faithful men who
have served St. John Lutheran Church over the years in
various capacities, most recently as elders, step down to
enjoy their retirement. Together these men combined
served the congregation for nearly 50 years.
With these two men stepping down, we have elected a
new Head Elder in Gene Schroeder. We are thrilled to
have Gene step into this new role and believe the Lord will
bless him and his leadership.
We have also reassigned members to the various elders to
make for an easier transition of new incoming elders. The
elders’ lists are now assigned alphabetically. The following
is the list of families by last names & their assigned elder:






Anderson—Carlson
Elder: Neal Sharkey
Christensen—Heagle
Elder: Open
Heckmann—Lambert
Elder: Jeff Stachura
Lancour—Natzke
Elder: Larry Slaght






Nelson—Schenk
Elder: KC Nelson
Schlender —Ullmer, B.
Elder: Gene Schroeder
Ullmer, T. — Zankle
Elder: Open

The current Board of Elders is in the process of praying
for the Lord to lead other faithful men from within the
congregation to help aid in the spiritual care & concern
for the pastor, his family, and the congregation.
Scriptural Basis for the Elders
1. Acts 6:7 . . . . . . . . . . . “Obedient to the faith.”

Box 434
Box 460

Neal Sharkey 713-6493
Larry Slaght 822-3532
Jeff Stachura 639-5041

Box 132
Box 423
Box 253

Some observations based on the passages
1. Being an elder is the most important office to which a
layman can be elected.
2. Serving and functioning as an elder involves
responsibility for the spiritual life of fellow
members. An elder is promoting and safe-guarding
the spiritual life and well-being of the entire
congregation. (Ephesians 4:12-16: “to equip the saints for

the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ …”)

3. The elder represents the congregation caring for the
pastoral office.
Some thoughts about the kind
of person who may be an elder.









One who recognizes himself as a redeemed child of
God; a true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ
One who is regular in attendance at worship.
One who cares about people.
One who is emotionally balanced.
One who can approach people positively.
One who is often in prayer.
One who has a personal life and language that is above
reproach.
One who is teachable and willing to grow.

Often times we hear from those we approach, that they
don’t believe they are worthy to serve as an elder. This is
true for each of us—if we were to serve based on our own
merits. But by the Grace of God & with His blessing we
are all declared worthy and able to carry out the
functions of this Board. You are worthy because the Lord

Our very own, Melissa Wood (Dec. 2014 issue) and
Angela Townsend (Jan. 2015 issue) were featured in
the District article about Peace Campus Ministry.
Melissa & Angie are students at UW-Stevens Point
and involved with the Lutheran Campus Center.

Peace Lutheran Campus Center.
Melissa & Angie might not be Hollywood Square
status celebrities, but they are truly two important
people to us. You can read Melissa’s article below
and Angie’s article on the next page.

REMEMBER IN YOUR
PRAYERS THOSE IN NEED
ESPECIALLY…
SICK, ILL, OR
REQUESTED PRAYERS:
Sharon Clements, Peggy
Dufek, Bob Hubbard, Arlin
Johnson, Allen Jorgensen,
Zoey Lindroth, David A. &
David P. Schmidt, Jack &
Jace Schroeder, Deb
Stachura, Bob Townsend,
& Gene Winkler

OUR SHUT-INS:
Sarah Heagle, Roger Olson,
Myrtle Schutt

THOSE MOURNING:
Gale Lawniczak at the
death of her brother,
Kenneth Lawniczak.

OUR MISSIONARIES:
Pastor James May & family
and the work of Lutherans
in Africa.
Phil’s Friend & their cancer
support.
Pulaski Food Pantry and
the many local families
touched by their care.

 To fill out questionnaire to be eligible to be interviewed by a middle school student
 The student will create a biography of your life and will present it back it you
Transportation can be arranged if needed. If you are able and willing to assist with this project, please contact:
Teresa Wargo at 822-6514. Thank you!

Journey Through
the Psalms
Join Pastor Yaw on Tuesday
mornings from 8:30 to 9:30 at
Mountain Bay Coffee as we
read through the Psalms.
Coffee + God’s Word = Amazing!

Parents: enjoy a cup of coffee
as your kids enjoy these fun
activities...
Stampin’ Up Fun
Kids ages 7-11

Make your way to Mountain
Bay for a some stampin’ fun.

On the second Saturday of every
month is this fun event for all
kids ages 7-11 at 9:00 am.
There is $5 fee for materials.

Stories & Crafts
Kids ages 3-6

Make your way to Mountain
Stories/Crafts/Songs
On the second Saturday of every
month is this free event for all
kids ages 3-6 at 10:00 am.
Free snacks for the kids after
projects.

Watch for Future
Church Events that will
be held at
Mountain Bay Café

church lives—in the forgiveness of sins received in the means
of grace—and, therefore, this is what the church does. What
else can she do?

A CALL TO EMPATHY & SYMPATHY
“Be merciful as your Father in heaven is merciful”
(St. Luke 6:36).

And since this is how the church lives and what the
church does, this is likewise how Christians live and what
Christians do. That is why giving to the church is so
important. It ensures that the proclamation of the
forgiveness of sins in Word and Deed continues. It ensures
that our neighbors’ state and well-being is cared for and
attended to. It ensures that our neighbors have access to our
heavenly Father’s mercy just as we have received it here in
time for all eternity.

The word for mercy that Jesus uses here has a more
concrete meaning than what we typically associate with
Therefore, I say, let us be merciful even as our Father in
mercy. It means more than just being kind. It means to be
heaven is merciful!
concerned about your neighbor’s state and well-being. Thus,
Jesus taught that we are to care, to be concerned about our
Merciful…
neighbor’s state and well-being even as our Father in heaven
means more than just being kind. It
cares for and is concerned about our state and well-being.
How has our Father in heaven cared for our state? How
has He shown His concern for our well-being? How has He
showered this mercy upon us?
He gave of Himself. He sent His only-begotten Son in
human flesh, to become one of us—a man—and to suffer all
that we suffer and to endure what we endure—a fallen world
full of sinful people, temptation, the attacks of the devil,
and death. He took upon Himself what rightfully belongs to
us—sin and death—in order that He could give to us what
rightfully belongs to Him—righteousness, purity, eternal life,
and victory over the temptation of Satan and this fallen
world. That is how He cared for our state. That is how He
was concerned for our well-being. He entered into our state
for the sake of our well-being, died in our place, rose for
our justification, redeemed us to make all things new. He
entered our state so that by water and His Word we would
be granted entrance into His state as children of our Father
in heaven. In other words, He had empathy toward us,
which resulted in true sympathy.
Jesus, therefore, calls the church to empathy and
sympathy for her neighbors. “Be merciful even as your
Father in heaven is merciful.” He asks the church to give
of herself, to enter into her neighbors’ state for their
well-being. And the church gives of herself the only thing in

means to be concerned about your
neighbor’s state and well-being.

Recap: 2014
Finance Report
With 2014 behind us now,
here is an overview of how
we ended our year financially.
We started 2014 with a projected budget of $223, 351 as
you can see from the numbers below our contributions
were down from what we anticipated as our need;
however, our actual expenses were also below what we
projected. Part of the reason for difference between our
budgeted and actual is that some much needed projects
we hope to accomplish in 2014 have been delayed,
however those projects are planned for 2015.
YEAR END—2014 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
2014 Contributions- Actual
2014 Expenses- Actual
YTD Surplus

$206, 445.12
$190, 945.03
$ 15, 500.09

To meet our projected expenses for this year the Voters’

by description in many places. St. Paul writes that it is
because of sinful rebellion that “God gave them over to
To some, it seems that Christians act as shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural
if the worst sin of all is breaking the
relations for unnatural ones. In the same way the men also
sixth commandment, “You shall not
abandoned natural relations with women and were
commit adultery.”
inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed
indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves
It is not worse than the others, but
the due penalty for their perversion.” Rom. 1:26-27
neither, as some seem to act, has it
ceased to apply to us today.
Some suggest that homosexual behavior is wrong
only
outside of a loving, committed relationship. The
Specifically, adultery is sexual intimacy with
Bible is more clear than this: “If a man lies with a man as
another person’s spouse. Included in the wider
one lies with a woman, both of them have done what is
meaning, however, is any sexual intimacy between
detestable.” Lev. 20:13
those not married to each other.

THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT

This includes fornication, often translated “sexual
immorality”, which is sexual intimacy by those not
married at all.
God’s word says, “Marriage should be honored by all,
and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the
adulterer and all the sexually immoral.”Heb. 13:4

Others claim that some are born to be homosexuals
& therefore God made them this way so it is actually
natural for them. First, we must recognize that
although God made Adam and Eve in his own image,
all human nature is ruined by sin. We are all born
sinful, not the way God wants us to be, and all who
follow only their human nature are sinning. St. Paul
writes, “Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your
earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil
desires and greed, which is idolatry. Because of these, the
wrath of God is coming.” Col. 3:5-6

By this commandment, God is protecting marriage
and the family. Sexual intimacy outside of marriage
ruins a marriage relationship, which God intends to
be a lifelong union of one man and one woman. Jesus
says, “’For this reason a man will leave his father and
Some, discounting the Old Testament & St. Paul as
mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become
out of date or misled by their culture, claim Jesus
one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one. Therefore
never said anything against homosexuality. But this
what God has joined together, let not man separate.”Mk 10:7-9 denies His clear word, “at the beginning of creation God
God does not want marriage to end in divorce, but ‘made them male and female. For this reason a man will
God’s word does acknowledge that when a marriage leave his father and mother and be united to his wife.”
(Recorded both in Mark 10:6-7 & Matt. 19:4-5)
is already destroyed, legal divorce is permissible,
Here, Jesus Himself makes clear both that God
though reconciliation and forgiveness, where
makes people either male or female (not a variety of
possible, are always the ideal. Jesus said, “Moses
permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts
other options) and that this means that sexual intimacy
were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning.
and marriage is to be between a man and a woman.
I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife except for
marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman
commits adultery.” Matt. 19:8-9 Committing adultery is
obviously “marital unfaithfulness” and this may also be
understood to include desertion & dangerous abuse.
The Roman Catholic Church requires those who want
to remarry after divorce to have an annulment, which

A NOTE OF THANKS
We would like to thank Pastor Yaw and our church family for the
continued prayers, calls, notes and visits as our walk with cancer
progresses. Your support is appreciated more than you can
know and has lifted us up. Treatment is going well and we look
forward to May in anticipation of completion. God's blessings to
all of you, just as he has blessed us WITH all of you.
In Christ,
Doug and Sharon Clements

South-Africa was also a time for nurturing our relationship. It was
the longest time we have spent without the children since they
started to pop out thirteen years ago . We had reserved a cozy
room in a quiet African setting for two nights and enjoyed
undisturbed meals, campfires and stars concentrating only to each
other. Amazing!
After we returned home, my sister and her two children flew in
for a visit. We hadn’t yet met her youngest one and in the beginning of their stay we were running short of babysitting turns as
our girls were super excited to take care of their baby cousin.
After a few days they noticed, however, that attending to a lively
one-year-old is not always a piece of cake especially when
everything goes into his mouth and he likes to escape outside to
make closer friends with a new calf and mama cow.

We have a real farm house
here nowadays: milk comes
straight from the barn!

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!
Here we are in the Lord’s year of 2015. It marks our sixth year in
Kenya! This time has been full of God’s blessings, in the midst of
trials and good times, and we feel truly privileged to live here and
spread the Gospel. Thank you for enabling this! You are amazing!

“So everyone who
acknowledges me before men,
I will also acknowledge before
my Father who is in heaven.”
St. Matthew10:32

Pastor May milking the cow for fresh milk

Pastor James is spreading the Gospel in Tanzania as I write. As a
special treat he has pastor Tim Rossow and his wife, Phyllis, from
To everyone’s delight,
Bethany Lutheran Church, Naperville Illinois with him. Not only
Sarai and Sofia finished their
was it safer to drive there with more people in the car, but also
two years of Catechism
the teaching hours have been divided between the two pastors. I
studies and recited the six
believe even Phyllis has had an opportunity to teach women and
main parts with questions
children. The Rossows spent the days around the New Years with
and answers from memory.
our family and we had a chance to enjoy four days at the coast. It
They were confirmed at the
has been so much fun to be with the guests who are in Africa for
same time with our staff
the first time and marvel at everything. Pastor Rossow has
member, Fred, in November.
provided us with plenty of laughs when relaying his assessments We thank God for these new communicants who can be
of different situations or attempting to express himself in Swahili. nourished by Jesus’s flesh and blood every Sunday and
Just before Christmas, pastor James was at a different region of
strengthened in the faith in this world of many woes.
Tanzania teaching in a youth gathering. Since it was our kid’s
The search for the mission center property has been active and
Christmas break, Tristan accompanied him and got a taste of
has yielded a couple of very promising prospects. It seems that
dad’s work. Many youth attended in order to learn more about
we are close to deciding and purchasing the plot. Of course we
Lutheranism. They barely released my husband to come home for want to take every precaution and proper legal step to ensure that
Christmas -they would’ve preferred to continue studying!
we won’t face any nasty surprises later. We have already come
Back in October also I had a very unique opportunity to be with across those, but before the purchase is made it’s easy to back
James during his work trip to South-Africa. My mom was visiting out. Please continue to pray the Lord’s guidance in this matter!
us from Finland and thus it became possible for me to leave the
In Christ,

Board of Evangelism

contact Lynn Aprill and join us as we prepare for the
wonderful time of annual fellowship & celebration.

To inspire the congregation to reach out through God’s
love, to serve the community, and to bring people to Christ.

NEEDED - Volunteers!
The Board of Evangelism has upcoming events in need
of helpers. Many hands make light work (and no hands
sometimes means events are cancelled).

Order SCRIP Today
Help support our Youth Group by ordering Scrip today.
Gift cards arrive during the week & are available the
following Sunday after worship service. Help make this
a success through your support! The best part of all— it
cost those
participating absolutely
nothing!!

Order
are availSo please see Lynn Aprill if you are willing to help out on next to
room.

forms
able
the coat

one of these mini-committees:

Upcoming Events
FEBRUARY 14TH— MURDER MYSTERY DINNER

IT’S

MONEY!

FREE

Call the church office with questions.

Join us as St. John’s host its first ever
Murder Mystery Benefit Dinner.
Proceeds to help support the Schroeder
Twin Preemies born at 28 weeks.
We promise you will have fun! See
Newsletter cover for more details.

MARCH 14TH— GAME NIGHT
Mark you calendars to join us on
March 14th for our bi-monthly
game night. Great fun & fellowship (and always lots
of goodies to munch on while you're playing) --and it's
all FREE!
Just show up—we'll do all the work! 6:30 to 9:30pm

YOUTH GROUP
NEWS
UPCOMING EVENTS

February 4th—Wednesday 5:45 to 8:30pm
Bowling at the Gutter in Howard
A Committee is currently working to put this benefit Cost: $5; plus cash for food.
together. If you have a questions or would like to
lend a hand, please contact Sharon Clements.

MARCH 22ND—TOWNSEND BENEFIT

APRIL 5TH—EASTER BREAKFAST—HELP NEEDED
We’re looking for individuals to help with the Easter
Breakfast this coming year. If you enjoy cooking,
decorating, or just lending a helping hand please

NEXT MEETING—WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4TH

the church in the process? All you need to do is shop at
AmazonSmile.

AmazonSmile is operated by Amazon which lets customers
enjoy the same wide selection of products, low prices, and
convenient shopping features as on Amazon.com. The
difference is that when customers shop on AmazonSmile,
We are changing our format to holding meetings
the AmazonSmile Foundation donates 0.5% of the price of
every quarter with bible study/fellowship the other
meeting times. We hope you can join us for bible study eligible purchases to the charitable organizations selected by
customers.
on Wednesday, February 4 at 6:30 pm to be led by
Now you can select Saint John Pulaski! On your first visit
Jackie Brassfield with snacks.
to smile.amazon.com type in the pick your own charitable
Jackie Brassfield also serves as our hostess for
organization box to search for “Saint John Pulaski”. Select
February. Sunday coffee fellowship will be hosted by
the church to receive donations from your eligible purchases
Jan Dettman & Peggy Dufek on February 1st.
before you begin shopping.
We held our first meeting of the year on January
14th as it was rescheduled due to the extreme cold.

KITCHEN CLEAN UP
We are planning a kitchen clean up
for Saturday, February 7th at 9 am.
This is your chance to find out where
everything is! The more hands we
have, the faster clean up will be!
LENT SOUP & SANDWICH SUPPER
(THURSDAY EVENING)

Amazon will remember your selection, then every eligible
purchase you make on AmazonSmile will result in a
donation to the church.

Online Readers: to shop using AmazonSmile
selecting St. John click on the Picture above now

Back by popular demand, we are
offering soup made by our ladies.
As in previous years, there will be a sign up sheet in
the social hall by alphabet to bring either sandwiches
or dessert.
The first night will be Ash Wednesday—the remaining
suppers will be held on Thursday nights, serving
from 5:45 - 6:45 pm prior to worship. Bring an appetite!
SPRING RALLY—SATURDAY, APRIL 18TH
The Spring Rally in 2015 will be hosted by St. John
Pulaski and many hands will be needed to help
prepare and serve on April 18, 2015.

TOWNSEND BENEFIT
SUNDAY, MARCH 22ND
“Let each of you look not only to his own
interests, but also to the interests of others.”
~ Philippians 2:4~
Paul reminds us that we are to, “Bear one another's
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ “ Galatians 6:2
Join us on Sunday, March 22nd following Divine
Service as St. John invites others to help show
support and love to the Townsend Family as we
raise funds to help ease some of the burdens that

easy, but needs to be done.

Love in the Bible
Since this month we celebrate Valentine's Day, I
thought we could look at the different types of love in the
Bible. Depending on the translation, love is mentioned
anywhere from 131—319 times in the Old Testament,
and 179—232 times in the New Testament. There are
four types of love.

Following are some verses in the Bible about love.
See if you can figure out what type of love they are
talking about—write it in the blank space.


John 15:13



1 Corinthians 13:4-8
(This one is often used at weddings.)



John 14:15,21, and 23,

1) Eros is the love betw een a h usband and w ife.
God created humans male and female and instituted
marriage. The Apostle Paul noted it was wise for
people to marry to fulfill their Godly desire for this
type of love.



Ephesians 5:2



1 John 4:7-12 and 16



1 John 5:1-2



2 John 1:6



John 13:34-35

2) Philio m eans close fr iendship or br otherly
love in Greek. Christians are frequently exhorted to
love their fellow man.
“Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo
one another in showing honor.” Romans 12:10
This type of love has an emotional connection. We
need philio because we need true friends, people who
are emotionally connected to us, and with whom we
can shares thoughts and feelings.



Matthew 22:37



Mark 12:30-31



Luke 10:27



1 Thessalonians 4:9



John 15:13



John 3:16
(We should all know this one)



Romans 12:19-20

3) Storge is a fam ily love: parents, ch ildren, &
siblings. While this term does not appear in the Bible, many examples do. Some examples are Mary
and Martha for their brother Lazarus, Jacob for his
sons, the love and mutual protection Noah had for
his wife, sons, and daughters-in-law. Family was a
vital part of
ancient Jewish culture. We need storge love to
develop family affection that comforts us and helps
us feel connected to family.



Matthew 5:44



Luke 6:27-28

4) Agape is selfless, sacrificial, unconditional
love, the highest type of love. Jesus demonstrated
this love when He fed the hungry, healed the hurting,
washed His disciples’ feet, and offered Himself as the
A note to
sacrifice for our sins.
kids...
This is
Agape love is not an emotional feeling, it is a choice
if
you
have
we make. Just like a mother chooses to stay up to

all our

your page,
any questions or comments about something in the Bible I will do my

has had thus far. We have had very
consistent attendance records this
year. We also have been blessed with new students joining
us throughout the year. We had a blast practicing and performing this year’s
Sunday School Christmas program. We hope you were
able to attend and see the hard work the children put into
the program. We also have been working hard raising
money for our missionary project this year. All the Sunday
school offering money is being used to purchase catechisms
for children in Africa. I am very pleased to report that we
have thus far raised $740.87.
In January and February we are learning about the poetry
books of the Bible from the ‘What’s in the Bible’ series.

A five centuries-old man building a huge boat on the
startling news of coming floodwaters - sounds like the
makings of one remarkable story… It is... Jump in and get
your feet wet with: Noah: The Man, The Ark, The Flood
a Video Supported Bible study coming this February.
Join us as we cover the following topics in the New Year:


February 1st
Noah the Man



February 8th
The Ark



February 15th
The Flood



February 22nd
The Aftermath

MEMORY WORK
JANUARY MEMORY VERSE IS:
“Behold the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world!”
St. John 1:29
FEBRUARY MEMORY VERSE:
“I was glad when they said to me,
‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’”
Psalm 122:1
Please help reinforce memory work by practicing at home.

Please mark your calendar for the following dates:


Sunday, February 15th is a children’s service.
The children will be singing & donating nonperishable
food items for “Squeaky” the grocery cart.

As always, thank you so much for all the support for the
program. Without it the program would not be a success.
God Bless,
Lindsey Winn & Heidi Yaw

March Bible Study
~ The Lord’s Supper ~
During the month of March we will be taking a closer look
at the Lord’s Supper. Join us as we discuss the following:
 March 1st
Communion—Looking at the Altar Set-up
We will discuss the various names of the communion
ware we use each week and their meanings.


March 8th
Blessings & Benefits of the Lord’s Supper
Worthy & Unworthy Reception
We will discuss the blessings of receiving this gracious
meal from our Lord and what makes one worthy to
receive such a gift.

Sunday School Superintendents

March
15th—THE
STATE OF THE ESTATE (Church)
KC Nelson will give an overview of St. John’s facilities
during the Sunday School hour. KC will address repairs
that are taking place, upcoming projects dates & cost, as

What do people do on a date?
Lynnette (age 8): "Dates are for having fun, and people should
use them to get to know each other. Even boys have something
to say if you listen long enough."
Martin (age 10) sees the bottom line: "On the first date, they
just tell each other lies, and that usually gets them interested
enough to go for a second date."
When is it OK to kiss someone?
Pam (7): "When they're rich!"

MARRIED FOUR TIMES
The local news station was interviewing an 80-year
old lady because she had just gotten married for the
fourth time.
The interviewer asked her questions about her life,
about what it felt like to be married again at 80, and
then about her husband’s occupation.
“He’s a funeral director,” she answered.
“Interesting,” the newsman thought...He then asked
her if she wouldn’t mind telling him about her first
three husbands and what they did for a living.

She paused for a few moments, needing time to reflect
on all those years. After a short time, a smile came to
her face and she answered proudly, explaining that she
had first married a banker when was in her 20’s, then a
circus ringmaster when in her 40’s and a preacher when
in her 60’s, and now—in her 80’s—a funeral director.
The interviewer looked at her, quite astonished, and
asked why she had married four men with such diverse
careers.

Curt (7): "The law says you have to be eighteen, so I wouldn't
want to mess with that."
Howard (8): "The rule goes like this: If you kiss someone, then
you should marry them and have kids with them....It's the right
thing to do.”
How does one decide whom to marry?
Allan (10): "You got to find somebody who likes the same
stuff. Like if you like sports, she should like it that you like
sports, and she should keep the chips and dips coming."
Allan may find it prudent to slightly revise that theory in
a few years.

GETTING READY FOR LENT
If you can start the day without caffeine or pills,
If you can understand when loved ones are too busy to
give you time,
If you can take criticism and blame without resentment,
If you can face the world without lies and deceit,
If you can relax without liquor,

(Wait for it…)

If you can sleep without the aid of drugs,

She smiled and explained, “I married one for the money,
two for the show, three to get ready, and four to go.”

If you can do all these things...then you are probably the
family dog.

VALENTINES GIFT
A young woman was taking an afternoon nap. After she
woke up, she told her husband, "I just dreamed that you
gave me a pearl necklace for Valentine's day. What do you
think it means?"
"You'll know tonight," he said.

That evening, the man came home with a small package

Camp Luther is located in beautiful Three Lakes, this year-round mission of the North Wisconsin District
is focused on "Building up the Body of Christ for service to the church and witness to the World."

DID YOU KNOW?
 Camp Luther is only 2 hours Northwest of Pulaski; that’s 126 miles. Located outside of Three Lakes, WI.
 Camp Luther is a Lutheran Camp that is Christ-centered that teaches about Jesus and it’s FUN!
 Camp Luther offers retreats for kids from ages 4 through High School.
 Camp Luther also offers retreats for College Students, Adults & Families.
 St. John has been sending kids and adults to Camp Luther for over 30 years.
 Camp Luther offers Financial Aid through “Camperships” which generally cover 50% of your registration fee;
however, the amount can vary from year to year based upon the funds available. Forms available on the bulletin
board in the church narthex.
 Camp Luther teaches about Jesus!
 St. John offers scholarships to attend camp, in addition to Camp Luther’s “Campership.”
 St. John selects dates of the various camps to encourage youth from the congregation to attend together.
 Camp for the younger kids is only 2 nights/3 Days while for the older crowd it’s up to a week long.
 Camp is a great way to make friends, learn responsibility, and grow in one’s faith.
 Camp Luther has 5 different fun themed villages for the kids in 3rd —9th grade.
Villages include: Fort Village, Treehouse Village, Tower Village, Pioneer Village, & Noah’s Ark Village.





Camp Luther offers canoeing, archery, kayaking, swimming, crafts, bible study, and so much more...
Camp Luther has a Zip Line.
Did we mention... Camp Luther teaches about Jesus!

NEVER BEEN TO CAMP—GO FOR
 “Every Kid to Camp” is a ministry that sends kids to a week of summer camp at Camp at
no expense to their parents. Kids in grades 3-8, who have never attended a summer camp at
Camp Luther, qualify to attend.
 If you have a child who would like to attend Camp Luther and never has gone before —see Pastor Yaw about
sending your child for free.
 MORE FREE CAMP— St. John Camp Luther Fund is available to help send as many kids from our congregation
as possible to Camp. The following is being offered this year to help send kids to camp.
 First Time to Camp Luther: St. John will give up to $150 per kid
 Second Time to Camp Luther: St. John will give up to $100 per kid
 Third Time to Camp Luther: St. John will give up to $50 per kid

For the well being of the program, campers, and staff, we do not make exceptions.

KinderCamp — 4-5 years old
KinderCamp is a great way to experience Camp Luther with your 4k/5k aged child. Our trained staff will lead activities designed for the adult
and child to enjoy together. Shared housing is in the Retreat Center in which each room has two single beds and a bunk bed. Roommate
requests may be made on registration form. KinderCamp is open to 4 and 5 year-olds and those who have completed kindergarten. Designed
for a child with one adult - however one adult may bring up to 2 children.
Dates:
Child Cost:
Guardian Cost:
Price Includes a Shirt
June 19-21
$180 — Before April 1st
$35
July 17-19
$190 — After March 31st
$75 deposit is due at the time of your registration.
JULY 31-AUG. 2

Explorer Camp — 1st - 3rd Grade
Explorer Camp is a fun-filled weekend, packed full of adventure, activities, and relationship building. Swimming, parachute games, arts &
crafts, and campfire singing will make this one of their favorite weekends of the year! Explorer Camp is a wonderful opportunity for children to
grow through a safe, welcoming, Christian experience away from home! They won't want to miss out!
Dates:
Child Cost:
Price Includes a Shirt
$75 deposit with Registration
June 26-28
$180 — Before April 1st $190 After March 31st
JULY 24-26
$190 — After March 31st
August 7-9

Discovery Camp — 3rd - 5th Grade
An excellent introductory camp for your 3rd-5th grader. Excited to come to camp, but not ready for an entire week? Discovery Camp is
perfect fit! For four days campers will experience fun, fellowship, and spiritual growth. They will cook over the fire, do activities like canoeing,
archery, and swimming, and have devotions under the stars! Each night they will gather around a campfire before falling asleep at either
Pioneer or Tower Village! Campers will be housed in villages. Discovery Campers do not use the Zip Line during their stay.
Dates:
Child Cost:
Price Includes a Shirt
$75 deposit with Registration
JUNE 21-24
$240 — Before April 1st $250 — After March 31st

Pathfinder Camp — 3rd - 6th Grade
Can you imagine falling asleep under the stars with your best friends? How about having late night conversations around the campfire?
Or maybe playing games all day long with no homework? For five-nights you can spend the best week of your summer at Camp Luther.
Throughout the week you will bond with fellow campers, cook over a fire, take part in fun-filled activities, all while being led by Christ
centered college aged counselors! Campers can choose to stay in one of five outpost villages or in the dormitory-style Retreat Center.
Campers in villages prepare and eat many of their meals over a fire. Campers often take short canoe or bike trips off-site.
Dates:
$75 deposit with Registration
Child Cost:
Price Includes a Shirt
June 14-19
Grades 3-5 *Discounted Week*
$390 — Before April 1st *Discounted Week: $380.00*
JUNE 21-26
Grades 4-6
$400— After March 31st *Discounted Week: $390.00*
July 12-17
Grades 4-6
JULY 26-31
Grades 3-5
August 9-14
Grades 4-6

Trailblazer Camp — 5th - 9th Grade
Designed for this age group to have the most fun as possible, while being invited to challenge themselves physically and spiritually. Intentional
activities within camper groups provide opportunities for friendships and faith to grow. Campers can choose to stay in an outpost villages or in
the dormitory-style Retreat Center. You won’t want to miss out on this life changing week!
Dates:
Child Cost:
Price Includes a Shirt
$75 deposit with Registration
June 28 - July 3 Grades 6-8
$390 — Before April 1st
July 5-10
Grades 7-9
$400— After March 31st

church. These funds help people pay for many of the
40 Days for Life is a focused pro-life campaign with a
needs we take for granted. This fund is unbudgeted
vision to access God’s power through prayer, fasting,
therefore, it depends on the generosity of others to make
and peaceful vigil to end abortion. The mission of the
a special offering.
campaign is to bring together the body of Christ in a
Please consider making a donation today. You may do
spirit of unity during a focused 40 day campaign of
so by tithing above your weekly giving & indicating on
prayer, fasting, and peaceful activism, with the purpose
your envelope or talk with Pastor. THANK YOU!
of repentance, to seek God’s favor to turn hearts and
minds from a culture of death to a culture of life, thus
bringing an end to abortion.
The next 40 Days for Life peaceful prayer vigil begins on
Ash Wednesday, February 18th throughout the season of
Lent until Wednesday, April 1st.
Join Pastor Yaw and other Ch r istians Weekly on
Wednesday from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm as we pray
for an end to abortion. If you’d like to ride in with pastor
to join in silent protest and prayer call the church office.
No need to make a weekly commitment joins us when
you can to pray outside the G.B. Planned Parenthood
Six scholarships of $1,000 will be awarded to graduating located next to Red Robin on South Oneida St.
high school seniors or current full-time post-secondary
Become a voice for the voiceless –today!
students at an accredited institution with at least one
year of courses remaining.
2014 Offering Statements

Six LCEF scholarships, $1,000 each

To be eligible you must be members of a congregation
Your 2014 Offering Statements for your taxes have been
belonging to The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. The mailed out. If you have not received yours, please
application deadline is February 28, 2015.
contact the church office @822-3511.
To Learn more & Apply Online at
If you have any questions in regards to
lcefuppermidwest.org/scholarships.
your statement, please let us know.

Opportunities to Serve
Below is a list of upcoming Events / Projects at Church that are in need of Volunteers from people with various
skills to serve in different capacities. Maybe you would be willing to share your talent and help out the family of
God by giving of some of your time.

Townsend Benefit: Sunday, March 22— Contact Sharon Clements
Individuals needed for various tasks including set-up, decorations,
clean-up, kitchen helpers, etc.

Easter Breakfast: Sunday, April 5th— Contact Lynn Aprill
Individuals needed to help cook, set-up, decorations, clean-up, etc.

Ladies’ Bathroom Overhaul: Early March — Contact KC Nelson

Looking for volunteers to help assist in demolition, and remodel of the ladies’ bathroom. We will be laying new
tile, painting, and doing some plumb work to give our bathroom a much needed overhaul.

It’s so easy, even a Pastor can do it!! Here is what you need to do:
 Fill out an order form (located next to the coat room). Orders are placed every other week.
 Pay via cash or check made payable to St. John Lutheran Church.
 Drop order form with payment into the black box by the coat room.
 Gift cards will be available for pick-up the following Sunday after the service.
 Any questions, please contact Jean Kohlmeyer or the church office.
There is something for everyone. Here are just a few of the
Gift Cards available. See the complete list next to the coat room.
Clothing &
Accessories
Aeropostale
Children’s Place
Claire’s
Dressbarn
Express
Foot Locker
Gap
Gymboree
LL Bean
Old Navy
Payless Shoes
TJ Maxx
Department Stores
JC Penney
Kohl’s
Macy’s
Sears
Younkers

Dining-Casual
Applebee’s
Buffalo Wild Wings
Chili’s
Chuck E. Cheese
Old Chicago
Olive Garden
Pizza Ranch
Red Robin
Texas Roadhouse

Chipotle
Cousins Subs
Dairy Queen
Fazoli’s
KFC
Pizza Hut
Starbucks
Subway
Taco Bell
Wendy’s
Discount Store
Burlington Coat
Sam’s Club
Shopko
Target
Walmart

Marcus Theatres
Grocery
Copps
Pick ‘n Save
Roundys
Home Décor
Bed Bath & Beyond
Pier 1 Imports
Pottery Barn

Hallmark
JoAnn Fabric
Michaels
Pet Smart
Toys ‘R’ Us
Walgreens
Sporting Goods
Cabela’s
Dick’s Sporting
Dunham’s
Gander Mountain

Home Improvement
Ace Hardware
Travel
Lowe’s
Avis Car Rental
Menards
Best Western
Home Depot
Budget Car Rental
Carnival Cruises
Electronics & Office Online & Catalog
Choice Hotels
Amazon.com
Best Buy
Comfort Suites
Groupon.com
GameStop
Disney
iTunes
Office Depot/Max
Sleep Inn
Overstock.com
Shutterfly
Gas & Auto
And Many,
Advance Auto Parts
Many More!!
Service
AutoZone
Master Cuts
BP Gas
Regis Salons
Exxon/Mobil
Kwik Trip
Shell
Specialty Retailer
American Girl
Bath & Body Works
Entertainment

shopping. It’s that easy!
What is Scrip?
Scrip is Fundraising While You Shop. This am azingly su ccessfu l fu ndr aising pr o gr am
has worked for thousands of churches and other non-profit organizations! Scrip turns everyday
shopping into cash for our church when families use retail gift cards to pay for everyday purchases (like
gas & groceries) instead of the usual credit/debit card or other money. Great Lakes Scrip Center has
helped thousands of organizations earn more than 500 million dollars over the last 20 years.

How It Works
Good news: It’s really simple!
The Basics of a Scrip Program
 Our church members buy retail gift cards through our scrip program at face value.
You pay $50 – you receive $50 in gift cards.
 You can choose from nearly 400 national retail stores where you already shop.
You may obtain the complete list of what is offered through church by the coat room.
 Our church buys the gift cards at 1-16% less than face value (varies by retailer).
 The difference between face value and what our church pays = our earnings.
 Our fundraising has begun! It’s that easy!
Here’s an Example
Pastor Yaw needs some gardening supplies, so he buys a $100 Home Depot gift card for $100 through
the church’s scrip fundraiser. Cha-ching! He just earned $4 for the church because Home Depot gift
cards are available from Great Lakes Scrip Center at 4% less than face value. When Pastor Yaw checks
out at Home Depot, he pays with his gift card instead of using a credit or debit card!
He will do the same thing when he needs cleaning supplies at Target, and earn $2.50 just by using a
$100 Target gift card to pay for his purchases.

Why Scrip is Better?

Most fundraising programs sell “stuff.” Supporters buy the “stuff” to “help you out.”
(i.e. “How little can I spend?”). With scrip, there’s no need to sell “stuff.”
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

Top Scrip Program Benefits
No selling random, unwanted, overpriced “stuff” to family and friends.
Earnings add up fast! It's easy for a single family to generate over $500 per year.
Everyday family purchases become every day earnings for our church.
You can plan ahead to buy groceries, gas, and other household expenses with gift cards.
Use gift cards to pay at checkout, just like you would use a credit/debit card,
but without the fraud risk.
No unnecessary spending!

