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act of stopping. You and I, like the folks of the Old
Testament, are tempted to make this more about our
Summer’s here! It’s about time, too! work of resting (as ironic as that sounds) than about
The weather has warmed up, the days God’s work of providing for us, even on days when
He calls us not to work. The ability to rest is a
have gotten longer, students in school have gotten
confession of faith that God provides for His people
restless, baseball players have taken the field, and
as He knows is best.
men congregate around grills to enjoy the tradition
of grilling outdoors. For many families, summer
This summer, as you rest in whatever way is best
indicates a much needed break. Perhaps this summer, for you and your family, don’t rest from God. He
you and your family are taking some time away from doesn’t take a break from you! When you travel,
work and responsibilities and going on a trip
attend church. (If you’re looking for a church to go
together, or joining into an activity together. This
to, I would be happy to help you find one near where
time for families to be intentional about taking a
you will be.)
break to be families is an important time. In fact,
Make use of the resources that technology
God has spoken about the importance of His people
provides. The Lutheran Hour broadcasts both on the
taking a break, not only to travel and sight-see and
radio and online, and Issues, Etc. (issuesetc.org)
participate in hobbies, but also to rest, meditate on
provide wonderful resources for you and your family
His Word, and enjoy the gifts that He provides in
while you travel. Perhaps as you take time with your
families and couples.
family this summer, this would be a good time to
When God made the heavens and the earth, it
strengthen your family devotional time. There are
took Him six days. On the seventh day, God rested. excellent resources for family prayer in the Lutheran
He didn’t need to. God didn’t rest for Himself, but
Service Book, starting on page 295. There are Portals
for you. He took that time to rest so that you would of Prayer available at church, along with additional
also take the time to rest. When God gave His people devotional resources.
the 10 Commandments, He called them to
Your true rest isn’t in vacation or time away from
“remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.”
work or school, but in Jesus Christ, who is your true
The Hebrew word, “Sabbath” means to “stop” or
“cease” or “rest.” This is the day that God has called Sabbath rest. (Hebrews 4:9-10) Your rest comes from
Christ, who rested in the tomb and then rose to new
work to stop to meditate on Him and His Word.
life for you. This summer and every day, rest in Jesus
There’s a temptation to think that the resting that your Lord.
happens on the Sabbath is centered exclusively on the
In Christ’s peace,

RESTING IN CHRIST

AmazonSmile.
AmazonSmile is operated by Amazon which lets customers
enjoy the same wide selection of products, low prices, and
convenient shopping features as on Amazon.com. The
difference is that when customers shop on AmazonSmile, the
AmazonSmile Foundation donates 0.5% of the price of eligible
purchases to the charitable organizations selected by customers.
Now you can select Saint John Pulaski! On your first visit to
smile.amazon.com type in the pick your own charitable
organization box to search for “Saint John Pulaski”. Select the
church to receive donations from your eligible purchases before
you begin shopping.
Amazon will remember your selection, then every eligible
purchase you make on AmazonSmile will result in a donation
to the church.

Online Readers: to shop using AmazonSmile
selecting St. John, click on the picture above now.

Vacation Bible School (VBS)
is approaching fast
This year it will be on August 3-6 (Monday-Thursday)
from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM. Join us for an epic expedition
through the book of Proverbs at Camp Kilimanjaro VBS!
At this time we are asking you to:
REGISTER THE CHILDREN:
Let us know the names, ages, grade level as of Fall 2015.
VOLUNTEER TO HELP:
The major volunteer leadership roles are filled, yet we
are actively searching for more people to help with
directing the groups of children, and assisting with
games, crafts, snacks, etc.
This is an event where you can actively use the gift(s)
God has given you to be of service to Him and His
people.

Jambo! Welcome to Camp Kilimanjaro!
Every day, our kids are faced with choices
about who to listen to, who their hearts
worship, how to speak to and about others
whether to work diligently at school or home,
and who to hang out with. Will they choose
wisely or foolishly? Will they base their
decisions on the wisdom of the world or the
wisdom that comes from above?
At Camp Kilimanjaro, kids will go on an
amazing adventure while learning that true
wisdom comes only from the one true all-wise
God, who wants us to be wise! As you safari
up Mount Kilimanjaro, your hikers won't
want to miss even one minute of the day!
Set your compasses for Africa and prepare for
an epic expedition at Camp Kilimanjaro, VBS!
Register Today– Adult Helpers Also Needed
VOLUNTEER MEETING:
Tuesday 7/14 at 6:30 PM (Leaders required, helpers optional)

surrendered at Golgotha. It is finished.
But what do we do? If the Supreme Court rules
that same-sex marriage is legal in every state or must
be recognized in every state, what is our response?
We stand fast (2 Thess. 2:15). We live in and by our
Savior, who calls us to stay the course, to repent of
The following letter was sent out to all pastors in the Lutheran our sin, to be in the Word of God and in prayer. We
Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) on Tuesday, May 19th by the redouble our teaching on God’s gift of marriage. And
Synod President, Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison.
we show love and mercy to those harmed by the
HARRISON: “WE SPEAK THE TRUTH IN LOVE dissolution of God’s ordering of marriage and family,
intended for protection for all. We take legal action
TO ALL” ON SAME-SEX MARRIAGE
where absolutely necessary. “Public remedy, made
Dear Brothers,
through the office of the public official, is not condemned,
but is commanded and is God’s work, according to Paul
In the face of another radical cultural shift — a
(Romans 13)” (Apology XVI 59).
denial of God and His creation, a rejection of Christ,
the Ten Commandments and God-given natural law
The plan fits the nature of the Church: she is
(Romans 1) — a great Lutheran responded with truths enduring and eternal. She speaks Christ’s forgiveness
that are also true for our times:
and peace to men and women struggling with

SPEAKING THE TRUTH IN LOVE

The lie is the death of man, his temporal and his eternal
death. The lie kills nations. The most powerful nations
of the world have been laid waste because of their lies.
History knows of no more unsettling sight than the
judgment rendered upon the people of an advanced
culture who have rejected the truth and are swallowed
upon in a sea of lies. Where this happens, as in the case
of declining pagan antiquity, religion and law, poetry
and philosophy, life in marriage and family, in the state
and society — in short, one sphere of life after another
falls sacrifice to the power and curse of the lie. Where
man can no longer bear the truth, he cannot live without
the lie. Where man denies that he and others are dying,
the terrible dissolution [of his culture] is held up as a
glorious ascent, and decline is viewed as an advance, the
likes of which has never been experienced.
(Hermann Sasse, Union and Confession, 1936)

same-sex attraction and heterosexual attraction alike,
in and out of season. She doesn’t do flash-in-the-pan
or drive-by ministry. She works in the world for the
long haul. She doesn’t change her tune or stop her
singing. She keeps telling real people about a real
Jesus, from black-robed Supreme Court justices to the
protestors on the steps of that building to the young
people in college watching the ruling unfold to those
of us who never imagined we would see this seismic
shift in our lifetime. And she lives to demonstrate the
mercy and love of Christ (1 John 3:15ff).
Most importantly, she speaks of the One who came
for sinners — all sinners — and of the One who
showed His love for us by dying for us. She simply
stays the course.

That’s why you, dear brothers in the Office, will
In just a few weeks, the Supreme Court is expected need our prayers in the days ahead. And you will
have them. Legal marriage may be redefined, and
to rule on the legality of same-sex marriage in
outcomes we never imagined will occur. But these
America and roll out the implications of that ruling
don’t surprise or alarm us. The crumbling culture
for individual states. I expect the ruling to create an
merely proves that what began in the Garden of Eden
alleged constitutional right to same-sex marriage,
contrary to God’s created orders, natural law and the is still prevalent today, that we are sinners among
inerrant Scriptures. This will be the earnest beginning sinners, that we are all in need of Christ’s mercy and

ruling, however, there are also practical implications,
and I urge you to consider the following:
(1) The Synod’s legal team is carefully examining
the potential ramifications of this case. It will
likely be a messy ruling that will require time to
unpack. We may discover that there is ultimately
no constitutional protection for the Synod, its
institutions, you or your congregation. We don’t
know, but we will be reporting back to you with
our findings.

civilization, as the church has done so often in human
history.”
Make no mistake, the battle has been won. The
devil has been defeated. The Victor reigns
triumphant in mercy, love and truth. The Gospel
knows no limits, but proclaims the gracious kingdom
of our Lord to all, through Christ’s Word and
Sacraments.

The temptation will be to run out into the melee,
to abandon the home front or to give up all together.
(2) Your congregation should give serious thought
But we are called instead to repent, to be ready, to
to obtaining counsel from your own attorney.
move confidently into the future, come what may.
Also consider utilizing the Synod’s document on
We speak the truth in love to all. We share Christ’s
marriage policies for member congregations,
forgiveness with each person He sets in our path.
which offers sample provisions limiting the use
And the Lord will work all things for good, even
of church property to marriages that are
these trying times. He is faithful, brothers. He will do
consistent with LCMS beliefs. The day may
come when even this legal protection will not be it.
enough, but it may assist you and your
In Christ,
congregational leadership in forestalling issues
Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison
as long as possible.
President, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
(3) Be prepared to discuss what marriage will look
like in the future. Will LCMS pastors eventually
be forced, as agents of the state, to perform same
-sex marriages? If that happens, will we be
prepared to let the state perform the legal
marriage ceremony, while we as pastors provide
a religious ceremony for those marriages that are
in keeping with our confession of faith as
Lutheran Christians? We must have these
discussions as pastors and as a Synod, and we
may even need to make decisions at the next
Synod convention in the summer of 2016.
(4) Know that I, as Synod president, stand with you.
What protections will the Synod or even the
Constitution offer you? I don’t know. But here is
what I am personally sure of: The Gospel is
enduring. It never changes. Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday, today and forever. We as
pastors are called to repent and to be faithful to
Him — and to His Gospel — alone. Will we be
fined for not performing same-sex marriages?

Families by last names
& their assigned Elder



Nelson—Schenk
Elder: KC Nelson
846-4242
Box 460



Anderson—Carlson
Elder: Neal Sharkey
713-6493
Box 132



Schlender —Ullmer, B.
Elder: Gene Schroeder
822-8591
Box 434



Christensen—Heagle
Elder: David P. Schmidt
432-0349
Box 268





Heckmann—Lambert
Elder: Jeff Stachura
639-5041
Box 253

Ullmer, T. — Zankle
Elder: Mike Stone
819-8845
Box 227
HEAD ELDER:
GENE SCHROEDER

the spiritual welfare of the congregation, public worship,
Christian discipline and restoration. Elders serve all
members of the congregation. In order to perform such
services, they concern themselves with the spiritual growth
and well being of St. John’s members through prayer and
individual contacts.
Do you have a spiritual concern? In need of
prayer or someone to listen to your concern?
Contact one of the elders today! We are here
to serve you; showing the love, mercy, and
peace of Jesus to those in need.
(See James 5:13-16 )

Moretter family lives. He came and he also declared the party
day: "Mackenzie Moretter Day."
About 400 people showed up, including Minnesota Vikings
wide-receiver Charles Johnson and his family. Some folks
showed their support by sending money and local businesses
donated food to feed the festive throng.
And Mackenzie ... how about Mackenzie? She said, "I have a
hard time making friends in school, but thanks to all of you ...
my voice was heard. I love you all."
Her mom says they are going to use the extra money they had
received to support organizations that put on birthday parties
for sick children.
The whole story reminds me of the biblical narrative of
The Elders’ Corner
Joseph. Having been sold into slavery by his brothers, years
later, after the Lord had lifted him to a position of power, he
told his brothers, "you meant evil against me, but God meant it
for good ...."
“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it
for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept All of this means there is a lesson to be learned here.
alive, as they are today.” Genesis 50:20
There is no doubt there is evil in this world. But that doesn't
mean God's people must accept it. There are times we can look
The parents of Minnesota's 10-year-old Mackenzie Moretter evil in the face, dig in our heels, and ask the Holy Spirit to help
wanted to give her a birthday party. To make that wish a reality us change things. That's what Moretter's mother did; it's what
the mayor of Shakopee, Minnesota, did; it's what those
they invited 10 girls to the festivities.
businesses and guests at the party did.
For whatever reasons, all ten girls were unable to be at the
And it's what we can do too. It's what we do as we reach out
celebration. Naturally, Moretter, who has some speech and
to
others in love, even as Jesus did the same for us.
learning difficulties, felt she had been ostracized by people she
had hoped were her pals. It was a dark time for her and the
The Prayer
entire Moretter family.
Dear Lord, we live in a world which is very evil. Quite often
But what could be done? After all, you can't force people to
that evil likes to push us around. Help us realize that we, in
come to a birthday party.
the Savior's Name, can push back in a most loving way.
Let me tell you what happened. First, Moretter's parents
When we do, we pray the Holy Spirit will turn evil into
decided to try again. Her mom went on Facebook and explained
good. In Jesus' Name I pray it. Amen.
the situation. She asked for a number of girls -- girls who were
strangers -- to help her out and come to her daughter's party.
Mom got more than she bargained for.

‘More than Expected’

Pastor James May & family and the work
of Lutherans in Africa.

Zoey Lindroth, Gladys Nelson, Herman Rhode,
David A. & David P. Schmidt, Deb Stachura,
& Bob Townsend

Phil’s Friends & their cancer support.

THOSE MOURNING:
Barb Harr and family as they mourn the passing of her
brother-in-law, Jerry Echtner.
Karen Skalitzky and family as they mourn the passing of
her husband, Dennis F. (Skip) Skalitzky.

Pulaski Food Pantry and the many
local families touched by their care.

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING INFO. MEETING
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3RD – 6:30 PM
Join us for Ice Cream Sundaes as we discuss next summer’s National
Youth Gathering in New Orleans. Receive information about the
Gathering, the cost, what you need to do to go, etc.

July 16 - 20, 2016

This is an informational meeting only – it does not commit you to attending the gathering. However, if you plan on attending the gathering it’s worthwhile to attend this meeting.

2016 NATIONAL LUTHERAN
YOUTH GATHERING FAQ
WHAT IS THE NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING?
Every three years, the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod organizes
a week-long gathering for Sr. High youth. It is an opportunity for
Christian youth around the world to come together in the name
of Jesus Christ. An estimated 35,000 youth will attend the 2016
Gathering.
WHERE AND WHEN?
The 2016 Gathering will be held in New Orleans, Louisiana,
July 16- 20, 2016. In past experiences, it has been nice to add a
day or two before and/or after for sightseeing. The exact details
of our extra time is yet to be decided.
WHO MAY ATTEND?
Any youth who has completed 8th grade by Summer 2016, and
has not graduated from High School earlier than 2016.
Youth must also have been active in St. John Lutheran Church.
WHAT IS THE COST?
As of right now, we are budgeting between $1,200 and $1,300 per
participant, which includes the event fee, transportation, lodging,
and food. The cost breakdown will be explained and updated
separately at meetings.
HOW DO I SIGN UP?
The registration process opens in Fall 2015. A $125 nonrefundable deposit must be submitted with the registration

We are seeking for a couple or
an individual (s) who would
be willing to use their God
given talents to help with the
youth program.
If you would be willing to share the love of Jesus
with our church youth while having fun or you
would like to learn more about serving in this God
pleasing way—please contact Pastor.

service.

GIVING TO DECLARE GOD’S GLORY
We give Thee but Thine own,
Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone,
A trust, O Lord, from Thee.
May we Thy bounties thus
As stewards true receive
And gladly, as Thou blessest us,
To Thee our first-fruits give! (LSB 781:1–2).
In many congregations these stanzas are sung every
Sunday when the offerings of God’s faithful people are
received or prayed by the pastor. It’s a reminder of who
God is and who we are in relation to Him, of what God
does for us and gives to us, and how we respond to His
generosity.

But there’s more. For our giving does not just make
the liturgical life of the church possible. It’s not just the
necessary means by which the vessels and sacramental
elements, the hymn books and pastors are made available.
The giving of God’s stewards is part of the liturgy itself,
part of the Divine Service. It is one of our responses
within the liturgy where we, not just with words spoken
or sung, but with deeds declare, live out and live in, the
excellencies of Him who called us out of darkness into
His marvelous light (1 Pet 2:9). Our offerings are part of
God’s sanctifying work that He has us do in the Divine
Service for the life of the world.
That’s what makes our stewardship so precious and
significant. God hallows what we give and employs it to
sanctify us and others. And that is why we sing: “And

gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our first-fruits give!”

We are stewards of God’s varied grace to us. As
stewards we acknowledge that God owns all things and
that everything in heaven and on earth belongs to Him
(1 Chron 29:14; Ps 24:1; Ps 100:3; 1 Cor 4:7; 1 Cor 6:19).
Even we ourselves — all that we are and all that we
have — are His. We are His because He created us,
preserves us, redeemed us, and sanctifies us. As the
stewards of what He has done for us and given to us, we
give of our first fruits to Him and His Church.
And the Lord receives them and presses them into a
use all His own. He sanctifies it. He hallows it. He uses it
to ensure that the Word of God is still preached among
us. He uses it to ensure that there is water for Baptism,
bread and wine for His Holy Supper. He uses what He

2015—Monthly
Finance Report
In an effort to provide more
communication regarding the
church’s financial position, a monthly report will be
provided in the newsletter to indicate the year-to-date
budget versus the year-to-date (YTD) actual amounts
for both contributions and expenses. The information
reported in the newsletter will be for the most recent
fully completed month.
FOR THE MONTH ENDING APRIL 2015
YTD Contributions- Actual
YTD Expenses- Actual
YTD Surplus

$66,040.99
$72,077.65
$ -6,036.66

JUNE IS A BUSY MONTH
BIBLE STUDY—WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3RD 6:30 PM

BOARD OF EVANGELISM

Bible Study will be led by Jackie Brassfield. We hope
you can join us for studying God’s Word and for
fellowship. All are welcome to join in—membership
not required!

To inspire the congregation to reach out through God’s
love, to serve the community, and to bring people to Christ.

UPCOMING EVENTS

The Board of Evangelism will once again be hosting a
new members’ brunch for all those who were brought
into the fellowship of Christ at St. John over the last year.
This meal is a time to celebrate together as the body of
Christ and share all that St. John has to offer.

FATHER’S DAY ROOT BEER FLOATS
On Thursday, June 18th and
Sunday, June 21st we will once
again be honoring all fathers
with our traditional root beer
floats after the service.
IMPORTANT DATES:

UPCOMING EVENTS
JUNE 7TH—NEW MEMBERS BRUNCH

CHURCH BLOCK PARTY—DATE TO BE DETERMINED
Join us in helping plan this wonderful annual church
event. If you would like to be apart of the planning team
contact Lynn Aprill or Pastor Yaw. Fresh ideas always
welcomed.

National LWML Convention June 24th-28th
Three ladies from the congregation will be attending
the National Lutheran Women’s
Missionary League convention
in Des Moines, Iowa.
They include: Jackie Brassfield,
Miriam Slaght, and Shannon
Schwartz - who will represent our district as a YWR
(Young Women’s Representative).
Dawn (May) Johnson is representing our zone as our
delegate who will vote on mission goal as well as
mission grants. Please pray for all attending for safe
travels, good health, and uplifted hearts.

THANK YOU—THANK YOU—THANK YOU

By: Jean Kohlmeyer

School’s Out for The Summer!
Summer vacation is upon us. School work is left behind
for a few months. Your family may be planning a
vacation or camping, or maybe just taking it easy at
home.
In most school districts they challenge children to
read twenty minutes a day. It improves skills as we
prepare to continue our education. I have always loved
to read. My twenty minutes can easily become sixty or
ninety minutes. So I would like to challenge you to take
twenty minutes reading and combine it with time with
God. You may choose to read your Bible or a Christian
book. You can even watch a movie every once in a while.

Thank you to all who helped with the funeral for
Dennis ‘Skip’ Skalitzky whether it was donating food, Our church library has many resources to use. We get
setting up tables, serving and cleaning. You are greatly double benefits from this, we improve our reading
skills and become closer to our God. Learning is
appreciated!!!
something that we continue through our entire life.
Our study of God's word is also something that
continues through our entire life. So I would like to
wish everyone a safe summer. Hopefully we will see you
in Vacation Bible School.

I've spent a lot of time the last few weeks, months, and year reading and studying. Not all that
uncommon, but with a more focused agenda than usual. I'm looking at the history of admission to
the Holy Sacrament of our Lord's Body and Blood, focusing specifically on how the Church has
dealt with children in this regard.
My reason for doing this is because the elders and I are seriously contemplating changing our
Communion practice to allow for younger children to receive the benefits of the Sacrament. Our
current practice is consistent with what one would find in the majority of LCMS congregations,
namely to withhold the Sacrament from children until after they have completed Confirmation (usually in the 8th grade - around
14 yrs. old). That has never made much sense to me. And, studying the history of admitting children to the Sacrament, it is
clear that it wouldn't have made much sense to the vast majority of our brothers and sisters in Christ throughout the history of
the Church.
When children should be admitted has met with a variety of answers, ranging from allowing infants to commune to
withholding the Sacrament until children are in their mid-teens, but for the vast majority of her history, children somewhere
between infancy and less than 10 yrs. old have received the Sacrament. In short, for the vast majority of her history, the Church
has heeded our Lord's words to "let the little children come to Him" (St. Matthew 19:14).
In doing this study, I have to confess that I find the arguments in favor of communing infants compelling, especially in light
of the fact that this was the norm in the church catholic for the majority of her history (evidence of the practice first shows up in the
third century & continues as the norm in both the East and the West until shortly after the thirteenth century begins when the West stopped the East continues to commune infants to this day). Now, before anyone freaks out, please note that I said "compelling," not
"convincing." I am one with our Lutheran fathers, who refused to condemn the practice, but couldn't adopt it, either.
What I am convinced of is that we have been wrong to withhold the Sacrament from children until they are in their
mid-teens. In fact, I would go as far as to say that we have been abusive in this regard. We keep our children from receiving the
Sacrament until they're teenagers and then try to convince them that it is the medicine of immortality they need to receive
often and regularly. We dangle the Sacrament before them as if it is a prize to be won by jumping through the hoop of
Confirmation Class. No wonder most of them get out of dodge shorty after they've "graduated" and received their "prize."
If we believe the Sacrament is what we confess it to be and that it gives what we confess that it gives, why would we keep it
from our children?
The "that's the way we've always done things" argument is never a valid argument to employ, but it's especially invalid here, since,
well, it's not the way we've always done things, as history reveals quite clearly. Most Lutherans would be surprised to learn that
it's not even the way we Lutherans have always done things, either.
Our Lutheran fathers didn't put an age requirement on admission to the Sacrament. They didn't commune infants, since
they believed children needed to be instructed, examined, and absolved before going to the Lord's Table, but neither did they
wait until children were in their teens. Check out this reference from F. Bente's "Historical Introduction to the Symbolic
Books" ("Symbolic Books" refers to the Book of Concord):
The tender age at which the young were held to partake of the Lord's Supper appears from Bugenhagen's preface to the
Danish Edition of the Enchiridion [Catechism] of 1538, where he says "that after this confession is made, also the little
children of about eight years or less should be admitted to the table of Him who says: 'Suffer the little children to come
unto Me.'" (Bente, p. 82)
What is interesting about the history of this practice during the time of the Reformation is that our Lutheran fathers were
communing younger children than the Roman Catholics, who, since Lateran IV in the thirteenth century, were withholding
the Sacrament from children until they were 10-12 years old (14 years old in some places). That is interesting and ironic, since,
for the most part, the reverse is true today with First Communion taking place in Rome when children are about 7 years old,

renewed interest about this in our synod of late. There are even numerous Lutheran church in the North Wisconsin District
that now offering a First Communion. Our sister congregations in the Green Bay circuit are considering making the same
move in the future as this is also something we have been discussing at our Green Bay Pastors Circuit over the last two years
on and off again with all the area pastors looking to offering a First Communion

In any event, I am ready to introduce this practice here which should come as no surprise to, since I've been talking about it
here and there for over three years. Later this summer I will be sending out a letter to all parents making them aware of this
new opportunity for the child to participate in this manner. However, before a child can come to communion they will need
to fulfill a few requirements still.
The finished product will probably look a lot like the practice of our Lutheran fathers during the Reformation. We'll
admit a child to the altar when the pastor, parents, and elders all concur that the child is prepared to receive the Sacrament. The child will be prepared when he/she can recite the Ten Commandments, Creed, and Lord's Prayer (per Dr. Luther's
admonition in the Large Catechism), expresses the desire to receive the Sacrament for the forgiveness of sins, and has been
examined and absolved by the pastor. Instruction leading to such preparation will be done by pastor and parents in
consultation with one another. There will also be a class held in near future for interested parents and children to attend
together to learn about the Lord’s Supper and the Benefits of such eating and drinking.
After the child has completed the Lord’s Supper class and has fulfilled all the other above listed requirements—then they will
be examined by the pastor with an elder and parents present. At which point then they will be welcomed to the Lord’s Table.
What will happen to Confirmation? Well, we will keep that as is for now - three years of catechesis normally completed in
8th grade. And, of course, the inevitable follow-up question is, "Well, why would they go through Confirmation if they're already
receiving the Sacrament?" My response: How sad is it that we even ask that question? By asking it, we're confirming what most
of our confirmands already think, that the Sacrament is the "prize" they earn after going through Confirmation. I say we trust
our Lord, bring the little children to Him, and have faith that He will do what He promises to do. Maybe, just maybe, their
faith will be strengthened by receiving their Lord's Body & Blood and they'll come even more willingly to Confirmation than
they do now. And if they don't, well then, we'll deal with that when the time comes. Somehow I doubt, though, that the
parents of children who participate in preparing them for First Communion would allow them to skip out on Confirmation
Class. Just sayin'.

A handout used in Bible study & the open forum on this topic
are available in the church office and on the table in the narthex.

First Communion Preparatory Class
Parents and Youth interested in receiving First Communion and going through a preparatory class need
to speak with Pastor Yaw. Also watch for additional information to come late summer / early fall.
This is not a mandatory class—it optional for those who children are asking questions and would like to
learn more about Holy Communion. However, to receive First Communion prior to Confirmation one
will need to attend this class in addition to knowing the 10 Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, and the
Apostles’ Creed.

FIRST COMMUNION
Children shall be admitted to Holy Communion when the pastor, the child, the parents (or, guardians), and the Board
of Elders all concur that the child is prepared to receive Christ’s Body and Blood in the Holy Supper.
Preparation shall include, but not be limited to, a clear confession of faith in the Gospel by means of reciting by heart
the Ten Commandments, the Apostle’s Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer, by being examined and absolved by the pastor,
and by verbally expressing the desire to receive Christ’s Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins.
Preparation shall be done by the pastor and the parents (or, guardians), who will remain in consultation with each other
throughout the process, on an individual basis. It shall be the responsibility of the parents and children who desire this
preparation to initiate the process by contacting the pastor and arranging with him a schedule for this preparation to
take place. Recognizing that children learn and mature at different levels, there shall be no set time frame to complete
this preparation. Neither shall there be any specific age requirement to commence this preparation.

RATIONALE
The reason for this practice is simple: It is of great benefit for all Christians to receive Christ’s Body and Blood, and
we should be about giving our children Jesus as much as possible, and as soon as possible. Furthermore, the practice
of making children wait until after they have been confirmed, normally in their mid-teens, is inconsistent with the
history of the Christian Church and with our own Lutheran history, is rooted in pietism and rationalism, and is an
innovation begun by Lutherans here in America, who fell prey to the influence of Americanized Protestantism. There
is simply no Scriptural or Confessional precedent for keeping our children from the Blessed Sacrament of our Lord’s
Body and Blood until they have completed Confirmation in their mid-teens. Our Lord says, “Let the little children
come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven” (St. Matthew 19:14).
In addition, separating First Communion from Confirmation will assist the church in moving away from the faulty
notion that reception of the Sacrament is the “reward” or “prize” a child “earns” by completing the catechesis involved
in Confirmation preparation. Also, our Lutheran ancestors, including Luther himself, believed and taught that
children should be communing at seven to eight years old or younger, and the preparation outlined above is based
upon the instructions given by Dr. Luther in his Large Catechism.
Lastly, by implementing this practice at St. John, we are simply joining many other pastors and congregations in our
synod who have already done so, or who soon will be doing so. One estimate states that around 30-35% of LCMS
congregations already practice First Communion prior to, and apart from, Confirmation, and all indications are that
this percentage will be growing in the years to come. Noticing this trend, those who worked on the production of
Lutheran Service Book and all its accompanying resources were wise to include a Rite for First Communion in the
LSB Agenda, which can be found on the back of this page.

CONCLUSION
It is our prayer that this practice will deepen our love for Christ’s Sacrament of the Altar, for teaching our children the
faith, and will serve to strengthen the bond between our young people and their congregation. God grant it, for Jesus’
sake! Amen.

P Beloved in the Lord, in Holy Baptism these young people were born again as God’s children and received into His
Church. As a further gift of His love for us, our Lord Jesus Christ has given His Church the Sacrament of the Altar and
invites His children to receive this Sacrament in faith for the forgiveness of their sins. The apostle Paul reminds us, “Let a
person examine himself and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup,” and “as often as you eat this bread and drink this
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.” These candidates have received instruction and have been examined
by the pastor regarding their sin and their understanding of the Sacrament of the Altar.
The pastor addresses the candidates:
P You are about to be admitted to the Lord’s Table. Holy Scripture describes the life of the Church and every baptized
Christian with these words: “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of the
bread and the prayers.” You are invited by our Lord to come regularly to hear His Word and receive His Sacrament.
You will continue to be instructed and nurtured in the Christian faith and life. You are invited to confess your sins and
receive the comfort of Holy Absolution. All this will help you live as the child of God you have been made through Holy
Baptism.
In testimony of this faith and confession, I now ask you:
Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, and in the Holy Spirit?
R Yes, I believe.
P Do you believe that Jesus Christ, true God and true man, is your Lord?
R Yes, I believe.
P Do you believe that you are a sinner?
R Yes, I believe.
P Do you believe that Jesus Christ died for you & shed His blood for you on the cross for the forgiveness of all your sins?
R Yes, I believe.
P Do you believe that in the Lord’s Supper He gives you His true body and blood for the forgiveness of your all your sins
and to strengthen your faith in Him and your love toward others?
R Yes, I believe.
P Do you intend to continue to hear and receive the instruction of your Lord, confess your sins, and receive the Lord’s
Supper faithfully throughout your life?
R Yes, with the help of God.
P I therefore invite you to the Lord’s Supper to receive Christ’s precious body and blood for the forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
The pastor addresses the congregation:
P Parents, (sponsors), and members of the congregation, the whole Church shares with you the responsibility and concern
for the ongoing instruction and spiritual care of these young people. I now ask you, will you intercede for them in prayer
and, as much as you are able, give them your counsel and aid that, in communion with the Church, they may grow to
lead a godly life to the praise and honor of Jesus Christ? Then answer: We will, with the help of God.
C We will, with the help of God.
Stand
P Let us pray: Heavenly Father, whose Son Jesus Christ loved the young and called them to Himself, we ask You to bless
these young people. Strengthen them in the faith through the Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood so that they may
grow spiritually and bring forth the fruits of faith in a life of love toward others to the praise and honor of Your holy
name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

BATS IN YOUR BELFRY

be brought to me to complete his sentencing."

Three Pastors in the south were having lunch in a diner.
One of them said, "You know, since summer started I've
been having trouble with them flying bats in my loft and attic
at church. I've tried everything, but nothing seems to scare
them off.”

Six months later the police came to collect the man and
took him up to the most beautiful ski resort high up on
the Carpathian Mountains. The fellow skied all day and
after night fall the police whisked him to the judge.

Another pastor said "Yes, me too. I've got hundreds living
in my belfry and in the narthex attic. I've even had the place
fumigated, and they won't go away!"

"Well, I always wanted to swim in the Black Sea. That is my
second request."

judge refused to reduce the sentence.

"What?" the judge said, "but I'm not dead yet. How could
we do that?"

"The state has granted your first wish. What’s your second?"

"The Black Sea is frozen. It's winter now."
The third pastor said, "I baptized all mine, made them
members of the church, and they haven't seen one back since!" "Well," the fellow answered, "I'm prepared to wait."
The judge said banging down his gavel, "The police will
come to you on a beautiful summer's day and escort you to
PREPARE TO WAIT
the sea where you will swim to your heart’s content from
A fellow, reflecting upon his ancestry one day, decided sunrise until sunset. Then you will be brought here to
to go to Russia for a visit. Why not? Must be an
complete the sentencing."
interesting place. However, when he tried to do some
business in the black market, he was quickly arrested by On a beautiful summer's day, the police took him to the
nicest resort on the Black Sea. The man swam the entire
the police and imprisoned.
day and then after sun fall, was ushered in front of the
When he was brought before the judge, he was
judge.
informed that doing business with the black market was
"The state has kept its word. Now you may have your last
a terrible crime to society, since the people suffer from
wish, after which you will be executed"
the inability of the government to collect taxes and the
punishment was well known, death.
"Well," the man began, "nothing could please me more than
to be buried in a cemetery alongside of you."
Although he protested that he was a foreigner, the
However, the Judge said, "The government is trying to
stamp out the black market. We have no mercy on people who "I don't know, but I'm prepared to wait.”
come here and disregard our laws. However, you are a
foreigner, and we do want to encourage foreigners to come
here as tourists and to do business, legally, of course. We
want to show the world that the Russian legal system has
mercy. Therefore we will allow you three wishes. Anything
that you desire, just ask and you shall be granted them. The
only condition is that you cannot request to commute your
death sentence. After your three wishes have been granted,
you will have to pay for your crime."
The man replied, "Well, if that is what I have left to do with
my life, my first request is to go skiing in the Carpathian
Mountains."
"What?" the judge remarked, "skiing? This is the summer...
there isn't any snow now."

Ashley Kate Barkow
But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be
added to you. ~ St. Matthew 6:33

Ashley has graduated from Pulaski High School with plans to attend NWTC
for Digital Media Technologies.
Riley Marie Bonnin
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? ~ Psalm 27:1

Riley has graduated from Pulaski High School with plans to attend UW Green Bay for
two years and then pursue a degree as a Pharmacist at either UW Madison or Concordia
University in Mequon.
Brandon James Brassfield
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

~ Psalm 46:1

Brandon will be graduating from Bay Port High School on June 7th and will be working
at a construction job and possibly attending Tech School in the future.
Cooper Michael Jacobs
...but they who wait for the LORD shall renew
their strength; they shall mount up with wings
like eagles; they shall run and not be weary;
they shall walk and not faint. ~ Isaiah 40:31

Cooper has graduated from Pulaski High
School and has applied to the UA Local 400
Apprenticeship Program for welding.
Sean Radley Wilde
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light
of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life.”
~ St. John 8:12

Sean has graduated from Pulaski High School
and plans to attend Michigan Tech for Mechanical
Engineering.

A Prayer for our Graduates
Dear Lord Jesus,
You have brought these individuals to this
goal of their formal education. As they
receive their diploma, we thank You for the
support of their parents, their teachers, and
all who helped them along the way.
Thank You for Your Word which has guided
and helped them throughout their days. Now
as they face the future, grant them a keen
sense of responsibility and calling in life.
Assure them again of Your guidance and
blessing for the
days ahead. In all
that they do, O
God, help them to
glorify Your name;
through Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

Sexual morality is being ridiculed publicly and Christians have
been shamed into silence. This conference invites Christians to
find our voice and to speak up! Same sex marriage is now a
legal option in much of the western world. Sexual immorality
has become the new normal. Our digital world makes sexual
fantasy, hookups and porn instantly accessible with the swipe of
a smartphone. We can no longer be at a loss when responding
to our secular neighbors. We have a great opportunity to teach
moral integrity and sexual virtue to our children.
This conference takes it on!
Schedule for Finding our Voice
The conference begins Wednesday, August 12th at 10:00 a.m.
and ends Thursday, August 13th at 3:00 p.m. The conference
will be held at the Busch Student Center with Prayer Offices at
St. Francis Xavier College Church. A block of rooms is available at two nearby St. Louis hotels
Register—$145 plus lodging
To register for the conference, speak with Pastor Yaw or go to the
following website www.doxology.us/events/finding-our-voice/

OPEN TO EVERYONE:
This conference is for moms & dads,
singles, couples, church workers and
non-church workers alike.
Don’t Miss a Great Conference—
Consider Attending with Pastor Yaw.
If you are interested in Attending with
Pastor Yaw, please speak with him by
July 20th.

GOING TO THE CABIN OR CAMPING?
Don’t take a vacation from
church. Remember your tithes &
offerings even while you’re away.
You can schedule to give your
offering online for the sake of
convenience via our website
www.stjohnpulaskiwi.org .
Also, remember we have a 7:00 pm Thursday Service
for those who will be gone on the weekend.
If you will be gone for an extended period of time,
please contact the church office so we don’t worry
too much. Thank you!

funds help us provide people with many of the daily
needs we take for granted. This fund is unbudgeted
therefore, it depends on the generosity of others to
make a special offering.

Please consider making a donation today. You may
do so by giving a love gift above your weekly giving
and indicating on your envelope or talk with pastor.
If you know of someone in need or who could benefit
from the Good Samaritan Fund, please speak with
the pastor. THANK YOU!

THEOLOGY
FOR
LAY PEOPLE
Issues, Etc. is
a radio talk show produced by Lutheran Public
Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS
Pastor Todd Wilken.
Listen LIVE Online Weekdays
from 3-5 pm or at your
convenience at
www.issuesetc.org

DID YOU KNOW?
Our Sunday School Children raised enough
money by the end of April to purchase at
least 120 Luther’s Small Catechism to send
to Lutherans in Africa for Pastor May to
share with the people there so they have a
handbook on what the Bible teaches.
Sunday School is still collecting funds through the end
of July with the hope to be able to purchase over 150
small catechisms to send to Lutherans in Africa.
Way to Go Sunday School Kids—keep up the faithful
and loving work.

