


 

WELCOME to the House of our Lord! 

Rejoice, for the Lord comes to you here in this place to give you His gifts of forgiveness, 
life, and salvation through His precious means of grace — His Holy Word & Sacraments. 
We pray the Lord’s richest blessings as you receive these Divine gifts. Please fill out the 
Record of Fellowship Pad located on the pew or scan the QR code above so we can note 
your presence with us in worship. 

AS WE GATHER … In our Lenten services, we will walk with our Savior on the final 
steps of His journey to the cross. How humbling and comforting to learn that Jesus knew 
exactly what lay ahead. Yet Jesus took His final steps to the cross for you and for me!  
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
Sackcloth and ashes are signs of mourning and repentance in the pages of Scripture. 
Today we begin our Lenten journey; today we begin our return from exile. This is not a 
journey that begins with rejoicing and excitement; rather it begins with ashes. Our  
Lenten journey begins with ashes on our foreheads, a sign of broken and repentant 
hearts. God does not desire our sacrifices, as if we could atone for or cover our own sin. 
God desires broken and contrite hearts which He will not despise. Any efforts to cover 
up, to pay for, or to atone for our own sin only result in more sackcloth and ashes — 
even death. It is God who responds to the ashes of our repentance by sending His only 
begotten Son. Jesus Christ, on the cross, has washed our foreheads of the ashes of our 
sins and removed the sackcloth of our guilt and clothed us in His robes of righteousness 
and garments of salvation. The pure and holy white linen garments that adorn the saints 
in heaven cover us as we long for the day when we will join them around the throne. 
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PERSONAL PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION 
Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation we come to Your table to eat and drink 
Your holy body and blood. Let us find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy  
Sacrament in faith for the salvation of our souls and to the glory of Your holy 
name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
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THE CONGREGATION ENTERS IN SILENCE 

PRELUDE 

P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a 
holy season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed 
to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 From ancient times, the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, 
self-denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on 
His Word and draws from it life and hope. 

 Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and 
in the power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that 
we may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth.  
 

THE LITANY  
P O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
P O Christ,  
C have mercy. 
P O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
P O Christ,  
C hear us. 
P God, the Father in heaven, 
C have mercy. 
P God, the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
C have mercy. 
P God, the Holy Spirit, 
C have mercy. 
P Be gracious to us. 
C Spare us, good Lord. 
P Be gracious to us. 
C Help us, good Lord. 
P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; by Your baptism, fasting, 
 and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross and passion; by Your 
 precious death and burial; by Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the  
 coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 
C Help us, good Lord. 
P In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in 
 the day of judgment: 
C Help us, good Lord. 
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P We poor sinners implore You 
C to hear us, O Lord. 

P To prosper the preaching of Your Word; to bless our prayer and meditation; to strengthen 
 and preserve us in the true faith; and to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our  
 repentance: 
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To draw all to Yourself; to bless those who are instructed in the faith; to watch over and 
 console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the forsaken, the abandoned, and all 
 who stand in our need of prayers; to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy; and to  
 have mercy on us all; 
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To turn our hearts to You; to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers; 
 and to graciously hear our prayers; 
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C we implore You to hear us. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C grant us Your peace. 

P O Christ, 
C hear us. 

P O Lord, 
C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 
C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 
C have mercy. Amen. 

P O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their  
 wickedness and live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our mortal 
 nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return. Mercifully  
 pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up for those who are 
 repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
 the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 



X IMPOSITION OF ASHES X 
Everyone is invited to come forward for the imposition of ashes; you do not need to 
be a member of St. John to receive ashes. Pastor or deacon will place the ashes upon 
your forehead; please assist by brushing your hair to the side when coming forward. The  
mark of the ashes on the forehead remind us of the stain of sin which we all bear, calling  
us to repentance. However, the greater sign is that with the ashes you are marked with the  
sign of the cross as a sign of the hope that is ours in Christ Jesus. 

The pastor and deacon will receive ashes first, followed by the congregation. Using the right 
thumb, the pastor or deacon places the ashes on the forehead of each person in the sign of the 
cross, saying: “You are dust, and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19b).  After receiving the 
ashes, each person returns to his place in silence. There is no statement of dismissal. 
 

HYMN  “Lord Jesus, Think on Me”     Public domain   LSB # 610 

 

X CORPORATE CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION X 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. Psalm 130:3–4 

P Beloved in the Lord, it is our intention to receive the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ, in which 
 He strengthens our faith by giving us His body to eat and His blood to drink. Therefore, it is proper 
 that we diligently examine ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do, for this holy Sacrament has been  
 instituted for the special comfort of those who are troubled because of their sin and who humbly  
 confess their sins, fear God’s wrath, and hunger and thirst for righteousness. 

 But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but sin and death, from 
 which we are incapable of delivering ourselves. Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had mercy on us. 
 For our benefit He became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole will and law of God and,  
 to deliver us, took upon Himself our sin and the punishment we deserve. 



 So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith and in holy living, our 
 Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 
 body, which is given for you.” It is as if He said, “I became man, and all that I do and suffer is for 
 your good. As a pledge of this, I give you My body to eat.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 
 you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” 
 Again, it is as if He said, “I have had mercy on you by taking into Myself all your iniquities. I give 
 Myself into death, shedding My blood to obtain grace and forgiveness of sins, and to comfort and 
 establish the new testament, which gives forgiveness and everlasting salvation. As a pledge of this,  
 I give you My blood to drink.” 

 Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing this Word and promise  
 of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life. We should also do this in  
 remembrance of Him, showing His death—that He was delivered for our offenses and raised for our 
 justification. Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we take up our cross and follow Him and,  
 according to His commandment, love one another as He has loved us. For we are all one bread and 
 one body, even as we are all partakers of this one bread and drink from the one cup. 

 For just as the one cup is filled with wine of many grapes and one bread made from countless grains, 
 so also we, being many, are one body in Christ. Because of Him, we love one another, not only in 
 word, but in deed and in truth. 

 May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit,  
 accomplish this in us. 
C Amen. 

P Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins to Him, imploring Him for the 
 sake of His Son Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto 
 You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and  
 justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily 
 sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your  
 boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 
 death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me,  
 a poor, sinful being.  

P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 

C Amen. 

P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s? 

C Yes. 

P Let it be done for you as you believe…. In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
 Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 



OLD TESTAMENT  V Isaiah 59:12-20  
12For our transgressions are multiplied before You, and our sins testify against us; 
for our transgressions are with us, and we know our iniquities: 13transgressing, and 
denying the LORD, and turning back from following our God, speaking oppression 
and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart lying words.14Justice is turned back, 
and righteousness stands afar off; for truth has stumbled in the public squares, and  
uprightness cannot enter. 15Truth is lacking, and he who departs from evil makes  
himself a prey. The LORD saw it, and it displeased Him that there was no justice.  
16He saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no one to intercede; then 
His own arm brought Him salvation, and His righteousness upheld Him.17He put on 
righteousness as a breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on His head; He put on  
garments of vengeance for clothing, and wrapped Himself in zeal as a cloak.18According 
to their deeds, so will He repay, wrath to His adversaries, repayment to His enemies; to 
the coastlands He will render repayment. 19So they shall fear the name of the LORD 
from the west, and His glory from the rising of the sun; for He will come like a rushing 
stream, which the wind of the LORD drives. 20“And a Redeemer will come to Zion, to 
those in Jacob who turn from transgression,” declares the LORD. 

A This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

EPISTLE  V 2 Corinthians 7:8-13a  

 8For even if I made you grieve with my letter, I do not regret it—though I did regret it, 
 for I see that that letter grieved you, though only for a while. 9As it is, I rejoice, not  
 because you were grieved, but because you were grieved into repenting. For you felt a 
 godly grief, so that you suffered no loss through us. 

 10For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas 
 worldly grief produces death. 11For see what earnestness this godly grief has produced 
 in you, but also what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what  
 longing, what zeal, what punishment! At every point you have proved yourselves  
 innocent in the matter. 12So although I wrote to you, it was not for the sake of the one 
 who did the wrong, nor for the sake of the one who suffered the wrong, but in order 
 that your earnestness for us might be revealed to you in the sight of God.  
 13Therefore we are comforted. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL  V       St. John 11:1-6,16-21 

A The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
3So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus 
heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that 
the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister 
and Lazarus. 6So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 
place where he was. 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea  again.” 



8The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and 
are you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If 
anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 
10But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 
11After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I 
go to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will 
recover.” 13Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking 
rest in sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15and for your sake I 
am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.  
17Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 
days. 18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19and many of the Jews had 
come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20So when  
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated 
in the house. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died. 22But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give 
you.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know 
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 
26and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?”  
27She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is 
coming into the world.”  
32Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to 
him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw 
her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved 
in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said 
to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus wept. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved 
him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 
also have kept this man from dying?” 38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the 
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”  
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an 
odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if 
you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And  
Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew 
that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that 
they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said these things, he cried out with 
a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44The man who had died came out, his hands and 
feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
“Unbind him, and let him go.” 

A This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of 
 all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
 Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 



 things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
 heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 
 man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and  
 was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 
 ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will 
 come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 
 will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
 from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
 worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one 
 holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the  
 remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life   
 of the world to come. Amen. 
 

SERMON HYMN “O Christ, You Walked the Road ”  LSB 424

 
© 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010676. Public domain 

 

SERMON “His Final Steps Led to a Tomb”  Pastor Yaw 

 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYERS 

P O God of forgiveness, You know the transgressions of our hearts, bodies and minds. 
 Break our hearts over our sins, and cleanse and renew them by Your Holy Word and 
 Sacrament. In Your mercy,  

C Lord, hear our prayer. 

P Blessed Lord, You have called Your people to be reconciled to You in Christ. Grant 
 steadfast, pure and courageous hearts to Your pastors, that through all things they would 
 remain ministers of Your grace. In Your mercy,  

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
 



P Heavenly Father, You instruct Your people in the way of righteousness. Grant us  
 faithful hearts, that in the Lenten days to come, we would serve You and our  
 fellow man in selfless love and find our reward only in You. In Your mercy, 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 

P Holy Lord, You blot out transgressions and wash away iniquity. Sustain the families of 
 Your Church, that husbands, wives and children would be cleansed from their sins and 
 live together in peace. In Your mercy,  

C Lord, hear our prayer. 

P Almighty God, look graciously on our nation and its leaders, all civil servants, and those 
 who protect us and work for the common good. Drive away all disease and fear from us. 
 Grant peace, we pray. In Your mercy, 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 

P O Lord, behold in mercy all who are sick, who suffer and who rejoice. Be with all  
 expectant mothers, all whose work is dangerous, the unemployed, those near death and 
 those who mourn. Comfort us who are dust and must return to dust, with the promise 
 that a broken and contrite heart You will not despise. In Your mercy, 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
P We thank You, heavenly Father, that You have sent Your only begotten Son into our 
 flesh to offer Himself as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the world. Trusting in His 
 mercy, bring us in repentance and faith to Your altar to eat His body and drink His 
 blood for the forgiveness of our sins. In Your mercy, 

C Lord, hear our prayer. 
P Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, 
 honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 
 

 

 

                   NOTE FOR THOSE DESIRING TO COMMUNE 
Our practice of close(d) communion is the Biblical & Historic practice of the  
Christian church. It is prompted by love, both for God’s Word & for His people 

since it seeks to prevent spiritual damage to those who do not recognize the true body & 
blood of Christ in, with, & under the bread & wine in this Holy Supper (1 Cor. 11:29).   
Furthermore, it does not deny that members of other denominations are Christians.  
Rather, it bows the knee to the Bible’s deep concern for doctrinal truth (Rom. 16:17) & the 
Bible’s witness that the Lord’s Supper is the highest expression of fellowship &  
doctrinal unity (Acts 2:42). For this  reason, guests who are not a member of a sister LCMS 
church are asked to please speak with our pastor or an elder before communing. 
If you’re not communing today, but still desire to come forward for a blessing; please 
indicate by crossing your arms over your chest so the pastor may give you a blessing. 



  X X X X SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT  X X X X 
P The Lord be with you 
C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
 thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
 Lord, who descended from the heavens to endure the dust of death so that He might open 
 to us the way of resurrection and everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels 
 and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
 praising You and saying: 
SANCTUS = HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   LSB 195 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 
 



PAX DOMINI = THE PEACE OF THE LORD  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI = LAMB OF GOD   LSB 198

 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 

“Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face”  Public Domain.
 LSB # 631

 



“Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”     LSB # 609

 
“Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness” Public Domain

    LSB # 563

 
 

 
5) When from the dust of death I rise 

To claim my mansion in the skies, 
This then shall be my only plea:  
Jesus hath lived and died for me. 



NUNC DIMITTIS  “Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace” LSB # 937

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT & BENEDICTION 
P Let us pray:  

 We thank You, almighty God, for calling us to return to You, reconciling us through the  
 sacrifice of Your one and only Son, Jesus Christ, and rewarding us with forgiveness, life,  
 salvation, and Your continual presence. Thank You for nourishing our bodies and souls with 
 Your Son’s body and blood that was given and shed for us. Empower us by Your Spirit to live 
 lives of service to You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 
 

P Brothers and Sister in Christ, may we follow the steps of our Lord this 
 Lenten season as He leads us from despair to hope, from unrest to peace, 
 from sin to forgiveness, from death to life. And as you follow Him may 
 His blessings freely and fully enrich you in every way.  

 Receive now the blessing of our Lord. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.  
C Amen. 

PERSONAL PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT 
Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the  
life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send me Your Holy 
Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith  
obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with 
Christ, and life eternal, through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 



CLOSING HYMN  “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days ”   LSB # 418

 

X Soli Deo Gloria!  X 
To God Alone Be the Glory! 

His Final Steps  
Lenten Midweek Series 

Join us weekly before service for a time of fellowship around  
soup & sandwiches before each Midweek Service from 5:15-6:15. 

 
WEEKLY THEME & PASTOR 

 His Final Footsteps led to . . .  

 March 1st A Dinner Celebration Pastor Baye Hope - De Pere 

 March 8th His Father’s House Vicar Pronsati (or) 
    Pastor Hanson  Pilgrim - Green Bay 

 March 15th A Fig Tree Pastor Wangelin Zion - Wayside 

 March 22nd Some Greeks Pastor Van Pay St. John - Luxemburg 

 March 29th His Enemies Deacon Johnson St. John - Pulaski 



ASH WEDNESDAY—IMPOSITIONS OF ASHES 
WHY PLACE ASHES ON YOUR FOREHEAD? 

A contemporary Lutheran appropriation of the Imposition of Ashes should 
begin with the two-fold biblical understanding of ashes: as a sign of our  
mortality (sin/death) (Genesis 3:19) and as a sign of our repentance (Matt. 11:21). 
By receiving the ashes, one acknowledges that God's judgment of death, against 
sin is right and just. But the ashes are also made in the sign of the cross—the 
very instrument upon which the God-Man, Jesus would face such judgment. 
For nearly a thousand years, the words, “you are dust and to dust shall you return” 
have been spoken to young & old alike as the sign of the cross is traced upon 
foreheads with ashes — the Imposition of Ashes, as it has come to be known.  
During the last half of the 20th century, Lutherans have made use of this ancient 
rite, and indeed, it has been approved for use in the Lutheran Service Book. 
Another phrase that can be used when applying the ashes is, “The mark of sin, 
the mark of Christ.”  For we bear on our brows in the ashes the mark of death, 
while at the same time we bear the mark of Christ in the sign of a cross, which is 
the victorious sign of Christ’s victory for us that grants us forgiveness and life. 

ASHES IN THE BIBLE 
Where did this rite come from? The Bible contains a number of references to  
ashes and dust (cf. Joshua 7:6; 1 Samuel 4:12; 2 Samuel 1:2, 15:32; Job 2:12, 16:15; Jeremiah 25:34; 
Lamentations 2:10; Ezekiel 27:30; Jonah 3:6).  In fact, after Adam’s fall into sin, our Lord 
states, “dust you are, and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19). These same 
words are echoed in the Imposition of Ashes formula. And Jesus declares: “Woe to 
you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had 
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and 
ashes” (St. Matt. 11:21). 

Therefore, the cross of ashes serves to remind us that we sinners, are called to  
repent and turn back to the Lord of Life, Jesus, who died for us on the cross. 

PRAYER – BEFORE RECEIVING ASHES 
Almighty and ever-living God, You love all that You have created and You  
forgive the sins of those who come to You with humble and contrite hearts. 
Create in me a clean and honest heart, so that, as I repent of my sin and receive 
full pardon and forgiveness; through Your Son, Jesus Christ my Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

PRAYER – AFTER RECEIVING ASHES  
God have mercy on me, for the sake of Christ Jesus, who bore all my sins on the 
cross, for His sake grant me pardon and set me free from all my sins, death, and 
the power of the devil. Grant that by Your grace, I may live in the forgiveness 
and peace of Jesus. And by Your Word and Spirit strengthen me in all godliness 
toward others and in faith toward You, both now and always. Amen.  


