


WELCOME TO THE HOUSE OF OUR LORD THIS CHRISTMAS EVE!  
Tonight, we join our voices with the angels as we sing, and like Mary, may we be “pondering  
all these things” in our hearts as we hear them proclaimed. And may our feet be so moved  
like the shepherds to go forth and share the message of a Babe born for YOU! As you  
enjoy tonight's Christmas celebration, may the Lord’s richest blessings be upon you.  

The Service of Lessons and Carols is observed this evening to focus upon the fulfillment  
of God’s promise to send us a Savior in the birth of Jesus Christ, our Lord. We pray that 

the Holy Spirit will enable you to truly listen to the Lord tonight as He speaks to you through His Holy 
Word and points you to the Baby Jesus lying in the manger. May this Service of Lessons & Carols be a 
celebration for you of the forgiveness, life, and salvation you have through faith in Christ!  

Please fill out one of the orange slips of paper with your name and information and drop it in the offering 
plate on the way in/out of church so we can note that you worshiped with us. If you are visiting with 
us this Christmas Eve, we want you to know that we are overjoyed that you are here. Please make your 
visit known to us by introducing yourself to the Pastor and elders after the Service and by signing the 
guest book that is in the narthex as you leave.  

It is our prayer that the Christmas Gospel of a Baby born for you will fill your hearts and lives with His 
love. Please know that we are here every Thursday & Sunday to receive the Lord’s gifts and not just on Holidays, so we 
hope to see you again before Easter.  

AS WE GATHER… Most of us have heard the old carol “O Holy Night,” but sometimes we forget 
that none of us makes this night holy. The Lord makes this night holy, and He needs no help from us. 
What He does ask of us is that we listen to the familiar story, that we believe its truth and promise, and 
that we live in reflection of what God has done to save us. We cannot make this night holy, but we can 
keep it holy with faith that kneels at the manger, heads bowed in prayer and adoration, and voices raised 
in a joyful song of thanksgiving and praise. 

KEEPING THE “MASS” IN “CHRISTMAS”  

Make your Christmas complete by joining us tomorrow for Christmas Divine Service at 9:00 am, 
as we celebrate the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord. Come and receive the holy and blessed gifts 

the Lord desires to give you through His Holy Word and Sacrament. We hope to see you here!  
  

****************************************************************************************** 

BULLETINS SPONSORED BY:  

Kathy & Len Jarock in celebration of the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

FLOWERS SPONSORED BY: SEE POINSETTIA LIST 
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PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONE AS YOU ENTER THE SANCTUARY FOR WORSHIP 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
OPENING CAROL ‘O Come, All Ye Faithful’     Hymn # 379  

 
AS YOU ARE ABLE, PLEASE STAND 

INVOCATION & CHRISTMAS VERSICLES PS. 96:1–3, LITURGICAL TEXT, PS.98:1A 1  
THE SIGN OF THE CROSS MAY BE MADE BY ALL IN REMEMBRANCE OF THEIR BAPTISM 

P In the name of the Father, and X the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

Lessons & CaroLs  
CandLeLight serviCe  
deC. 24th — Christmas eve 



P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,  
C the light no darkness can overcome.  

P Let Your light scatter the darkness  
C and illumine Your Church.  

P When all was still, and it was midnight, Your almighty Word, Hope, descended from heaven. 
C Sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things! 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROL ‘On Christmas Night All Christians Sing’  Hymn # 377 

 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

P In peace let us pray to our heavenly Father, confident of His forgiveness for Jesus’ sake .
 Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.  

 Almighty Father, 
C we confess that we are sinners by nature and by thought, word, and deed. We have  
 often trusted and loved ourselves more than You O Lord. We do not fear You, but  
 rather we fear the things of this world and mankind. But with repentant hearts, we turn 
 to You for mercy, seeking Your grace. In Your loving kindness, forgive, restore, and 
 lead us so that we may be renewed to live in faith and hope to the glory of Your holy 
 name. Amen. 

P With joy I announce God’s good news to You. Our gracious God has sent us Hope, by  
 sending His Son into our flesh to be born, to live, and then to die for you, and for His sake, 
 He forgives you all your sins. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
 authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the X Son and of the 
 Holy Spirit. Go forth with Hope and faith restored, rejoicing in the birth of your Savior͘ 
C Amen. 



YOU MAY BE SEATED 

FIRST READING  V            Genesis 3:8-15 

L And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man  
  and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the  
  LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said,  

C “I heard the sound of you in the garden and I was afraid because I was naked, and I hid myself.”  

L God said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you  
  not to eat?” The man said,  

MEN:  “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 

L  Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said,  

Women:  “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”  

L The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and 
 above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I 
 will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; he shall crush your 
 head, and you shall strike his heel.”  
L This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROL ‘What Hope! An Eden Prophesied’  Hymn # 342  

 

 
    © 1998 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010676. 

 

SECOND READING  V     Genesis 22:15-18 
L And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said,  
 “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your 
 son, your only son, I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven 
 and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in 
 your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



CHRISTMAS CAROL ‘Hark the Glad Sound ’ Hymn # 349

Public domain  
THIRD READING V  Isaiah 7:14; 9:2, 6-7 

L Therefore the LORD Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and 
 shall call His name Immanuel.  

 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on 
 them has light shined.  
C For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; & the government shall be upon His shoulder, 
 His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

L Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over His 
 kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and  
 forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.   
L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

CHRISTMAS CAROL  ‘O Holy Night’  

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of our dear Savior's birth!  
Long lay the world in sin and error pining 
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 

Fall on your knees 
O hear the angel voices 
O night divine 
O night when Christ was born 
O night divine, O night 
O night divine 

Led by the light of faith serenely beaming 
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand 
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming 
Here come the wise men from Orient land 
The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger 
In all our trials born to be our Friend! 

Fall on your knees 
O hear the angel voices 
O night divine 
O night when Christ was born 
O night divine, O night 
O night divine 



FOURTH READING   V                   Micah 5:2-5 

L But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come 
 forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he 
 shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall 
 return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in 
 the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to 
 the ends of the earth. And he shall be their peace.   
L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

CHRISTMAS CAROL ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’ Hymn # 361 

Public domain 

FIFTH READING  V             St. Matthew 1:18-25 
L Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph,  
 before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, 
 being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered 
 these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 

C  “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her 
 is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save 
 His people from their sins.”  



L All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:  

C Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son and they shall call His name Immanuel  
 (which means, God with us).  

L When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him:  
 he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called His name 
C Jesus. 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

CHRISTMAS CAROL ‘Away in a Manger’                 Hymn # 364 

3XEOLF�GRPDLQ 

SIXTH READING V St. Luke 2:1-7 
L In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was 
 the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to be registered, each to his own 
 town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, 
 which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, 
 his betrothed, who was with child.  While they were there, the time came for her to give birth.  

C And she gave birth to her firstborn Son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a 
 manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 



CHRISTMAS CAROL ‘Joy to the World’        3XEOLF�GRPDLQ                 Hymn # 387 

 

SEVENTH READING   V St. Luke 2:8-20 
L And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  
 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were  
 filled with fear. And the angel said to them,  
.LGV��“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people.  
 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will  
 be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  
L And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,  
C “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  
L When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,  
0HQ� “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 
    known to us.”  
L And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they  
 saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it  
 wondered at what the shepherds told them. 
:RPHQ� But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.  

L And the shepherds returned, glorifying & praising God for all they had heard & seen, as it had been told them.  
L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 



SPECIAL CHRISTMAS CAROL ‘Breath of Heaven’        4:30 pm—Samara F. & Kelsie K. 
  ‘Mary Did You Know’   9:00 pm—Brayden Lom 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROL ‘Gentle Mary Laid Her Child’   Hymn # 374 

 

EIGHTH READING   V      St. Matthew 2:1–11 
L Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the 
 east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw His star 
 when it rose and have come to worship Him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all 
 Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
 where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 
 ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from 
 you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”  
 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 
 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found 
 him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their 
 way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the 
 place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into 
 the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening 
 their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense, and myrrh.  
L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 



CHRISTMAS CAROL ‘It Came upon the Midnight Clear ’   Hymn # 366 

 

 

 

Public domain 

 

CHRISTMAS HOMILY REJOICE FOR HOPE WAS BORN  Pastor Larry R. Yaw 
 

 

NINTH READING   V     St. John 1:1–14 

L In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the   
 beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him was not any thing made that 
 was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
 darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a   
 witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came 
 to bear witness about the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  
 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, yet the world did not know Him. He came to 
 His own, and His own people did not receive Him. But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His 
 name, He gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the 
 flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  
C And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of the   
 only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.   

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Dear people of God, once again we have heard the message of the angels, visited Bethlehem with  
 shepherds and Magi, and beheld the Son of God in human flesh, born of the Virgin Mary and lying  
 in a manger. Now let us respond with praise and prayer, rejoicing to offer Him our petitions and  
 supplications on behalf of ourselves and everyone according to their need, confident that He will  
 answer with all that is good, right, and best for us all. 

 Silence for meditation 

 Merciful Father, we have lived through a time of great uncertainty and fear and now come again into 
 Your presence on this most holy of nights. Deliver us from all epidemics, from the perils of war and 
 violence, and from the loss of job and home. Open our hearts to receive with faith the joy of our  
 Savior’s coming and to trust in His salvation forevermore. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

P Blessed Lord, give to those most in need the courage and patience to await Your deliverance, and give 
 to us kind and generous hearts that we share Your gifts with those around us and multiply the blessing 
 of Your rich and daily provision. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

P O gracious God, deliver Your people from all their afflictions of body and soul, give aid and comfort 
 to the hospitalized, be present with the aged and infirm, and give to the dying and the grieving Your 
 peace, [especially . . .], and those now named in our hearts [silence]. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

P O wise and faithful Father, deliver Your Church from her enemies, and provide her with faithful  
 pastors to serve the Means of Grace to us in Your name. Give Your guidance to those who lead us in 
 our Synod, district, and circuit, and bless especially our pastors, church workers, missionaries, and 
 those preparing for full-time service. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

P Mighty Lord, You have power over all things. Aid our government and elected leaders with Your Word 
 and Spirit that they be guided by Your commands to pursue justice and work for the common good. 
 Teach them and us the value of life and to work for the protection of the unborn, the care of the  
 widow and orphan, and the support of the aged. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

P O loving God, we give You thanks that Mary heard Your Word and pondered it in her heart and that 
 Joseph served Your Son so faithfully. Bless husbands, wives, parents, children, and all families. Help us 
 to ponder Your Word in our hearts and to live it out that our homes be places of blessing and peace. 
 Accept our songs of praise, the tithes and offerings we bring in response to Your mercy and as signs of 
 our gratitude & faith. And hear us for the sake of Your Son, & our Hope, Jesus who taught us to pray: 

A Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
 give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



 As we sing our next song, pastor and helpers will take the flame from the Christ candle and share the light of Christ with  
 the congregation, lighting everyone’s individual candles. May the light of Christ live within us and shine forth from us. 

 Following the service, please place your candles & candleholders on the table in the narthex. Thank You.  
 Remember when lighting your candle, please tip only unlit candles. 

CHRISTMAS CAROL ‘O Sing of Christ’   Hymn # 362 

 
   © 1996 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010676. Public domain 

AS YOU ARE ABLE, PLEASE STAND 

CANDLE LIGHTING  

P As the light of these candles illumines our faces, it symbolizes the light of Christ, a child in the  
 manger at Bethlehem, a Savior suffering our death on the cross and soon to come from His  
 throne on high as judge of all. He is our light here on earth and the eternal light who enlightens 
 heaven, where there is no need of candle or sun. Rejoice, for the light of the world has come, who 
 transforms us with the brightness of His glory.  This is the message we have heard from Him and 
 proclaim to you, that God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. 
C If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not  
 practice the truth. 
P But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
C and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 



P You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and 
 put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your 
 light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is 
 in heaven.  
 Let us pray: 
P O God, as You make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
 Christ, grant that we, who joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold 
 Him when He comes to be our judge; who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 now and forever. 
C Amen. 
P The Lord born of Mary bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord who has made His face known in the birth of Christ Jesus 
 shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord whom angels greet with anthem sweet,  
 look upon you with favor and X give you peace this Christmas Season and all year long. 

C Amen. Glory to God in the highest! And peace to His people on earth! 
 
HOUSE LIGHTS WILL BE DIMMED 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROL ‘Silent Night, Holy Night’  Hymn # 363 

 
 

LIGHTS WILL BE TURNED BACK ON TO A LOW  
SETTING TO HELP YOU FIND YOUR WAY OUT. 

PLEASE EXTINGUISH YOUR CANDLE AND PLACE ON  
THE TABLE IN THE NARTHEX ON YOUR WAY OUT.  

HAVE A MERRY CHRISTMAS 



 
Celebrate Christmas the Right Way  
by Unwrapping God’s Gift for You! 

 

Join us Tomorrow- Christmas Day at 9:00 am 
 for Divine Service with Holy Communion. 

A special thank you to all those 
who helped supply the poinsettias 
for the beautification of the  
sanctuary.  Poinsettias are  
available for pick up after the 
Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day services. 

Poinsettias not picked up by Monday, January 4th  
 will be donated or disposed of. Thank you! 

{ Jean Batzer & Family (2) 
   In memory of Ted & her parents 

{ Gerry Bonnin & Family 
   In memory of Lloyd Bonnin 

{ Jackie Brassfield 
   In memory of Pastor Jim Brassfield 

{ The Breitenfeldt Family (2) 
   In memory of Janette Prokash,   
   Harvey Kirchenwitz & Laurel Janette Becker 

{ Sharon Clements 
   In memory of Doug, her parents & brother 

{ Samara Frelich 

{ Kelsie & Kaleb Kohlmeyer (2) 

{ Don & Joyce Rahn  
   In memory of their parents 

{ David & Ruth Rynish 
   In memory of their parents 

 
~ THOSE SERVING US TODAY ~ 

  

 Pastor Rev. Larry R. Yaw 

 Deacon   Jeff Johnson 

 Elders Mike Stone  (4:30pm) 

   Craig Zuleger  (9:00pm) 

 Organists Kaleb Kohlmeyer  (4:30pm) 

   David P. Schmidt  (9:00pm) 

 Singers Samara Frelich (4:30pm) 

   Kelsie Kohlmeyer (4:30pm) 

   Brayden Lom (9:00pm) 

 Trumpeter Kortney Klipstine 

 Acolytes Peyton Yaw (4:30pm) 

   Clara Zuleger (9:00pm)  



 

From Our Family to Yours: 
May the Blessings of the Christ Child  

bring you peace, joy, and HOPE today and all year long! 

THE STAFF OF ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH PULASKI 
   

V Steve Anderson V  David P. Schmidt 

V Deacon Jeff Johnson V  Laurie Wood 

V Kaleb Kohlmeyer V Pastor Larry R. Yaw 


