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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, PULASKI, WI 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20TH, 2020 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 

$ඌ�:ൾ�*ൺඍඁൾඋ��God told King David by the prophet Nathan that He would 
build him a house. The mystery, however, was that He didn’t mean a structure  
of wood and stone but an inheritance and a kingdom—the house and lineage of  
David. The mystery of salvation is made known only and alone through “the  
prophetic writings” and living Word of God in the Holy Scriptures. As we  
prepare to celebrate the greatest mystery of the Word made flesh, the incarnation 
and birth of the Son of God, Jesus, the Savior of the world, the best mystery is 
that God through the very telling of this story in our ears gives, works, and builds 
the gift of faith in the heart so that we believe it. We believe that Jesus was born 
for us, for me. He came down from heaven to be the only acceptable sacrifice for 
my sin, to redeem me, and give me eternal life through the forgiveness of my sins. 
O come, Emmanuel, God with us. O come, let us adore Him. 
 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

OPENING HYMN   Angels from the Realms of Glory   3XEOLF�GRPDLQ     LSB 367� 
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INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  LSB pg. 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,   
 will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
 unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
 what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
 loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
 ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
 For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
 renew us, and lead us, so that  we may delight in Your will and walk in 
 Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
 forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
 His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
 and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

INTROIT               Psalm 89:1–5   

P I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever; 

C with my mouth I will make known Your faithfulness to all generations. 

P For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever; 

C in the heavens You will establish Your faithfulness.” 
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P You have said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 

C I have sworn to David my servant: 

P ‘I will establish your offspring forever, 

C and build your throne for all generations.’”  

P Let the heavens praise Your wonders, O LORD, 

C Your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones! 

A Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

KYRIE         LSB pg. 152-153 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Let us pray: Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, 
 that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and 
 mercy. Strengthen Your gift of faith in us and keep us by Your power to be Your 
 own; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
 and forever. 
C Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT        (The Lord’s covenant with David.)         2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16 

       1Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from 
 all his surrounding enemies, 2the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I 
 dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3And Nathan said 
 to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.” 

 4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5“Go and tell my 
 servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 
 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from 
 Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7In all 
 places where I have moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with 
 any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, 
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 saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’ 8Now, therefore, thus 
 you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you 
 from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my 
 people Israel. 9And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all 
 your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the 
 name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people 
 Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be 
 disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 
 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give 
 you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the 
 LORD will make you a house.  

 16And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. 
 Your throne shall be established forever.’”  

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C   Thanks be to God.  

EPISTLE     (Doxology)       Romans 16:25–27 

 25Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
 preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was 
 kept secret for long ages 26but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic 
 writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the 
 eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27to the only wise God be 
 glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C   Thanks be to God. 
 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE          

A Alleluia. Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up,  
 O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. Alleluia. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL     (The birth of Jesus foretold.)            St. Luke 1:26–38 
 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
 named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
 the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and 
 said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly 
 troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 
 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
 with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
 you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
 Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 
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 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 
 will be no end.”  

 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
 power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 
 be called holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her 
 old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was 
 called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, 
 “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” 
 And the angel departed from her. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C   Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
HYMN   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  3XEOLF�GRPDLQ���      LSB 357 
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SERMON                     

NICENE CREED                    LSB pg. 158 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible. 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
 of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
 of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the  Father, 
 by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
 down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to 
 the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
 Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
 dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds  
 from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
 worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one 
 holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
 remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T 

 of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Each Prayer will end with:   . . . Lord, in Your mercy,  
   Reply with: . . . hear our prayer.  

X SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT X LSB pg. 160 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary ... 
 … Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
 laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 
 

SANCTUS 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB pg. 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth...one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER  Matthew 6:9–13 

A Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
 give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
 Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

 

PAX DOMINI 
 

 

AGNUS DEI   LSB pg. 163 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION  
Please remain in your seat until Pastor invites you forward. 

If this is your first visit with us, please note our communion statement on page 14.  
We also ask that you please speak with our Pastor before communing, thank you. 

 

HYMN     A Great and Mighty Wonder 3XEOLF�GRPDLQ              LSB 383
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HYMN     O Sing of Christ       ��LSB 362 
�������6WHSKHQ�3��6WDUNH��8VHG�E\�SHUPLVVLRQ��/6%�+\PQ�/LFHQVH��1(7��QR�������������3XEOLF�GRPDLQ 
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HYMN    From East to West     3XEOLF�GRPDLQ      LSB 385 

 

 

THANK THE LORD     LSB pg. 164-165 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P Let us pray: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
 through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
 strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one 
 another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
 You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

BENEDICTION          Numbers 6:24–26 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.     

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN Let Us All with Gladsome Voice     3XEOLF�GRPDLQ��     LSB 390 

 

 
X Soli Deo Gloria! X 
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REMEMBERING IN PRAYER 
those in need of God’s grace & mercy especially … 

Those in need of our prayers: Barb Dyer, Becky Haltaufderheid, Barb Harr 
Doug Kohlmeyer, Richard Lanke, Rev. Paul Pett, Jean VandenLangenberg  
and Bev Wagner 

Our Shut-Ins: Bill & Willie Burmeister, Juliana Gerrits, Faye Hintz,  
Ray & Melba Stampfl, Cheryl Szcepanski, and Becky Ullmer 

Special Prayers Request: We pray for peace for our nation & those effected by 
natural disasters, and for our world for a cure for COVID-19. 

Our Military: We pray for Jaidon Novinska (Army), Zach Marohnic (Marine 
Reserves) and for the men & women who serve our country and for the sacrifices 
their families make so that we can all enjoy the blessing of freedom. May God’s 
peace & protection be with them. 

THOSE CELEBRATING… 

Birthdays:  Dec 21:  Justin Beaudoin, Jeff Stachura    
Dec 25:  Baby Jesus, Rhoda Rudolph, Mickey Wirtz    

Anniversaries:  Dec 20:  Greg & Jodi Lindroth 

�������������������127(�)25�7+26(�'(6,5,1*�72�&20081( 
 

2XU�SUDFWLFH�RI�FORVH�FRPPXQLRQ�LV�WKH�%LEOLFDO�	�+LVWRULF�SUDFWLFH�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�
FKXUFK��,W�LV�SURPSWHG�E\�ORYH��ERWK�IRU�*RG¶V�:RUG�	�IRU�+LV�SHRSOH�VLQFH�LW�VHHNV�WR�
SUHYHQW�VSLULWXDO�GDPDJH�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�GR�QRW�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�WUXH�ERG\�	�EORRG�RI�&KULVW�

LQ��ZLWK��	�XQGHU�WKH�EUHDG�	�ZLQH�LQ�WKLV�+RO\�6XSSHU����&RU����������� 
 

)XUWKHUPRUH��LW�GRHV�QRW�GHQ\�WKDW�PHPEHUV�RI�RWKHU�GHQRPLQDWLRQV�DUH�&KULVWLDQV��5DWKHU��LW�ERZV�
WKH�NQHH�WR�WKH�%LEOH¶V�GHHS�FRQFHUQ�IRU�GRFWULQDO�WUXWK��5RP���������	�WKH�%LEOH¶V�ZLWQHVV�WKDW�WKH�
/RUG¶V�6XSSHU�LV�WKH�KLJKHVW�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�IHOORZVKLS�	�GRFWULQDO�XQLW\��$FWV���������)RU�WKLV��UHDVRQ��
JXHVWV�ZKR�DUH�QRW�D�PHPEHU�RI�D�VLVWHU�/&06�FKXUFK�DUH�DVNHG�WR�SOHDVH�VSHDN�ZLWK�RXU�SDVWRU�RU�
DQ�HOGHU�EHIRUH�FRPPXQLQJ� 
 

,I�\RX¶UH�QRW�FRPPXQLQJ�WKLV�PRUQLQJ��EXW�VWLOO�GHVLUH�WR�FRPH�IRUZDUG�IRU�D�EOHVVLQJ�� 
SOHDVH�LQGLFDWH�E\�FURVVLQJ�\RXU�DUPV�RYHU�\RXU�FKHVW�VR�WKH�SDVWRU�PD\�JLYH�\RX�D�EOHVVLQJ� 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
Join us this Christmas Season  

Rejoicing in the Hope we have in Christ our Newborn King 

ô CHRISTMAS EVE  (1:00 pm Service for 60 + or High-Risk, By Sign-up Only) 
Thursday, December 24th @ 4:30 pm & 9:00 pm - Candlelight 

ô CHRISTMAS DAY 
Friday, December 25th @ 9:00 am w/Holy Communion 
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