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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, PULASKI, WI 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13TH, 2020 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 

$ඌ�:ൾ�*ൺඍඁൾඋ��We hear John the Baptist coming to prepare the way for the 
Lord, whose earthly birth we are preparing to celebrate and whose coming again  
on the Last Day is the promise of resurrection and eternal life for all who believe.  
Between our coming to faith and His coming again, we are called to lives of faith  
that continue to rejoice, to pray, and to give thanks in every circumstance. We can  
do that because we have come to the light of our salvation and hope of eternal 
life. Now certainly it’s easier to rejoice, pray, and give thanks when things are  
going well. It’s another thing when we suffer illness or persecution, the reverses, 
challenges, and disappointments of life. Nevertheless, the Spirit of Christ seeks to 
enable us to do just that—to rejoice always, to pray always, and to give thanks to 
God always in all circumstances. This is holy living, constantly keeping the eyes  
of faith on the sure and certain Word and promises of God for His people, the 
God who blesses, keeps, comforts, and strengthens us every day. We rejoice with 
the psalmist, saying, “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and  
be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24).  
 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

OPENING HYMN   Savior of the Nations, Come      LSB 332 
 

© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010676. 
© 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010676. Public domain� 
 

 
INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
 

5)  God the Father was His source, 
 Back to God He ran His course. 
 Into hell His road went down, 
 Back then to His throne & crown. 
 

6) For You are the Father’s Son 
Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole 
All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 7) From the manger newborn light 
 Shines in glory through the 
 night. 
 Darkness there no more resides; 
 In this light faith now abides. 

 

 8) Glory to the Father sing, 
 Glory to the Son, our king, 
 Glory to the Spirit be 
 Now and through eternity. 



 

Page 3 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  LSB pg. 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,   
 will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
 unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
 what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
 loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
 ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
 For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
 renew us, and lead us, so that  we may delight in Your will and walk in 
 Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
 forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
 His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
 and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

INTROIT          

P Show us Your steadfast love, O LORD, 

C and grant us Your salvation. 

P Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 

C for He will speak peace to His people, to His saints;   
 but let them not turn back to folly. 

P Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, 

C that glory may dwell in our land. 

P Yes, the LORD will give what is good, 

C and our land will yield its increase. 

P Righteousness will go before Him 

C and make His footsteps a way. 

A Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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KYRIE         LSB pg. 152-153 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Let us pray: Lord Jesus Christ, true Light of the world, we implore You to hear 
 our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; 
 abide with us that we may rejoice in Your gracious presence, pray to You in 
 every need, and give thanks for all Your blessing; for You live and reign with  
 the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT        (The year of the Lord’s favor.)         Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 

       1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me 
 to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
 proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are 
 bound; 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of 
 our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to grant to those who mourn in Zion— to 
 give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 
 mourning, the  garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called 
 oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 4They 
 shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they 
 shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.  

 8For I the LORD love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give 
 them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
 9Their offspring shall be known among the nations, and their descendants in the 
 midst of the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge them, that they are an 
 offspring the LORD has blessed. 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul 
 shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he 
 has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself 
 like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her 
 jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is 
 sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to 
 sprout up before all the nations. 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  C   Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE     (Rejoice always.)  1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 

 16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for 
 this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do 
 not despise prophecies, 21but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain 
 from every form of evil. 

 23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your 
 whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
 Christ. 24He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 

P This is the Word of the Lord.   

C   Thanks be to God. 
 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE          

A Alleluia. Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up,  
 O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. Alleluia. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL     (The testimony of John the Baptist.)   St. John 1:6–8, 19–28 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, 
 to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not 
 the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 

 19And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
 Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but 
 confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you 
 Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 
 22So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who 
 sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one 
 crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 
 Isaiah said.” 

 24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why 
 are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 
 26John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do 
 not know, 27even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not 
 worthy to untie.” 28These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where 
 John was baptizing. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C   Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN   Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten    �     LSB 914 

© 1992 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010676. Public domain� 

SERMON                     

NICENE CREED                    LSB pg. 158 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible. 

  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
 of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
 of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
 Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
 salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 
 of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
 under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day 
 He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with 
 glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have 
 no end. 
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 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
 proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
 together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 
 believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
 Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
 dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Each Prayer will end with:   . . . Lord, in Your mercy,  
   Reply with: . . . hear our prayer.  

X SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT X LSB pg. 160 

 

 

 
 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary ... 
 … Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
 laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

 



 

Page 9 

SANCTUS 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB pg. 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth...one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER  Matthew 6:9–13 

A Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
 give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
 Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

 

PAX DOMINI 
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AGNUS DEI   LSB pg. 163 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION  
Please remain in your seat until Pastor invites you forward. 

If this is your first visit with us, please note our communion statement on page 14.  
We also ask that you please speak with our Pastor before communing, thank you. 

PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION:  
 Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink 
 Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy 
 Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy 
 name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 now and forever. Amen. 

HYMN     Prepare the Royal Highway                 LSB 343
 

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010676. Public domain 



 

Page 11 

 

HYMN     On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry  3XEOLF�GRPDLQ   LSB 344 
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HYMN    Hark the Glad Sound       3XEOLF�GRPDLQ    LSB 349 

 

THANKSGIVING AFTER RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT 
 Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the 
 life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy 
 Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith 
 obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with 
 Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 

THANK THE LORD     LSB pg. 164-165 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
 through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
 strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one 
 another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
 You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

BENEDICTION          Numbers 6:24–26 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.     

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  3XEOLF�GRPDLQ��     LSB 357 

 

 

       6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

X Soli Deo Gloria! X 
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REMEMBERING IN PRAYER 
those in need of God’s grace & mercy especially … 

Those in need of our prayers: Barb Dyer, Becky Haltaufderheid, Barb Harr 
Doug Kohlmeyer, Richard Lanke, Rev. Paul Pett, Jean VandenLangenberg  
and Bev Wagner 
Our Shut-Ins: Bill & Willie Burmeister, Juliana Gerrits, Faye Hintz,  
Ray & Melba Stampfl, Cheryl Szcepanski, and Becky Ullmer 
Special Prayers Request: We pray for peace for our nation & those effected by 
natural disasters, and for our world for a cure for COVID-19. 
Our Military: We pray for Jaidon Novinska (Army), Zach Marohnic (Marine 
Reserves) and for the men & women who serve our country and for the sacrifices 
their families make so that we can all enjoy the blessing of freedom. May God’s 
peace & protection be with them. 

THOSE CELEBRATING… 
Birthdays:  Dec 14:  Madalynn Maccoux, Caleb Palmer    
Dec 16:  Ruth Rynish, Clare White   Dec 17:  Lily Beaudoin, 
Randy Halverson, Jace Schroeder, Jack Schroeder, Olivia Sharkey   
Dec 18: Jaylin Marohnic   Dec 19:  Laurie Wood 
Anniversaries:  Dec 16:  Rick & Debbie Schlender 
 
============================================= 

 

EXPLORING MOUNTAINS WITH  DEACON JOHNSON  
THIS ADVENT SEASON — WEDNESDAY AT 7:00PM 

 

12/16 – Mount Zion 
============================================= 

 

�������������������127(�)25�7+26(�'(6,5,1*�72�&20081( 
 

2XU�SUDFWLFH�RI�FORVH�FRPPXQLRQ�LV�WKH�%LEOLFDO�	�+LVWRULF�SUDFWLFH�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�
FKXUFK��,W�LV�SURPSWHG�E\�ORYH��ERWK�IRU�*RG¶V�:RUG�	�IRU�+LV�SHRSOH�VLQFH�LW�VHHNV�WR�
SUHYHQW�VSLULWXDO�GDPDJH�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�GR�QRW�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�WUXH�ERG\�	�EORRG�RI�&KULVW�

LQ��ZLWK��	�XQGHU�WKH�EUHDG�	�ZLQH�LQ�WKLV�+RO\�6XSSHU����&RU����������� 
 

)XUWKHUPRUH��LW�GRHV�QRW�GHQ\�WKDW�PHPEHUV�RI�RWKHU�GHQRPLQDWLRQV�DUH�&KULVWLDQV��5DWKHU��LW�ERZV�
WKH�NQHH�WR�WKH�%LEOH¶V�GHHS�FRQFHUQ�IRU�GRFWULQDO�WUXWK��5RP���������	�WKH�%LEOH¶V�ZLWQHVV�WKDW�WKH�
/RUG¶V�6XSSHU�LV�WKH�KLJKHVW�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�IHOORZVKLS�	�GRFWULQDO�XQLW\��$FWV���������)RU�WKLV��UHDVRQ��
JXHVWV�ZKR�DUH�QRW�D�PHPEHU�RI�D�VLVWHU�/&06�FKXUFK�DUH�DVNHG�WR�SOHDVH�VSHDN�ZLWK�RXU�SDVWRU�RU�
DQ�HOGHU�EHIRUH�FRPPXQLQJ� 
 

,I�\RX¶UH�QRW�FRPPXQLQJ�WKLV�PRUQLQJ��EXW�VWLOO�GHVLUH�WR�FRPH�IRUZDUG�IRU�D�EOHVVLQJ�� 
SOHDVH�LQGLFDWH�E\�FURVVLQJ�\RXU�DUPV�RYHU�\RXU�FKHVW�VR�WKH�SDVWRU�PD\�JLYH�\RX�D�EOHVVLQJ� 
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"Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org"   
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ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
Join us this Christmas Season  

Rejoicing in the Hope we have in Christ our Newborn King 

ô ADVENT MIDWEEK SERVICE:  Wednesday, Dec 16th @ 7:00 pm 

ô CHRISTMAS EVE  
Thursday, December 24th @ 4:30 pm & 9:00 pm - Candlelight 

ô CHRISTMAS DAY 
Friday, December 25th @ 9:00 am w/Holy Communion 


