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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH, PULASKI, WI 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH AND SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH, 2020 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

$ඌ�:ൾ�*ൺඍඁൾඋ�� 
It has become commonplace to speak of God as responsible for determining life and 
death for us. So we wonder where is God’s justice when the innocent suffer or His mercy 
when tragedy strikes. But the Lord insists He has no pleasure in the death of anyone—
not even the sinner who deserves his punishment. God’s good and gracious will is that all 
would be saved and come to the knowledge of His Son. Think how differently we would 
approach the troubles and trials that affect us and the greater disasters of the world if we 
took the Lord at His Word and trusted in His will. 
 

We always want to know why. The rulers of the people wanted to know why 
Jesus was saying what He said and doing what He did. But Jesus challenged 
them with His Word and with the prophetic voice of John the Baptist. Why did 
they not listen, and why did they not repent? Why do we not listen and repent? 
Jesus told a parable of two sons—one whose words were yes but his heart  
was no, and the other whose words were no but whose heart said yes. We  
are called to listen. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and we shall be saved. 

�X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 
 

OPENING HYMN   Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now    3XEOLF�GRPDLQ         LSB 902 
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INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  LSB pg. 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,   
 will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 
 We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
 done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
 whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly  
 deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
 Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
 we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 
 holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
 forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
 authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
 the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

INTROIT Psalm 25:1-2, 4-7, 10 

P To You, O LORD, I lift up my soul. O my God, in You I trust; 

C let me not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult over me. 

P Make me to know Your ways, O LORD; teach me Your paths. 

C Lead me in Your truth & teach me, for You are the God of my  
 salvation; for You I wait all the day long. 

P Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love,   
 for they have been from of old. 

C Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;  
 according to Your steadfast love remember me,    
 for the sake of Your goodness, O LORD! 

P All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

C for those who keep His covenant and His testimonies. 

A Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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KYRIE         LSB pg. 152-153 
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THIS IS THE FEAST               LSB pg. 155 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you.  
C And also with you. 

P Let us pray: O God of life and hope, You have given rescue to sinners in despair 
 of their sins and to those marked for death. Turn our attention to Your mercy 
 that we learn to rejoice in Your good will, that all would be saved and come to 
 the knowledge of Christ our Savior. Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, 
 confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all truth through Jesus Christ, our 
 Lord, who lives & reigns with You & the Holy Spirit, one God, now & forever.  
C Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT    Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 
         (The Lord takes no pleasure in the death of anyone, so turn to Him.) 
       1The word of the LORD came to me: 2“What do you mean by repeating this 
 proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the 
 children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live, declares the Lord GOD, this proverb 
 shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the 
 father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. 
 25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is 
 my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26When a righteous person 
 turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the 
 injustice that he has done he shall die. 27Again, when a wicked person turns away 
 from the wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall 
 save his life. 28Because he considered and turned away from all the transgressions 
 that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 29Yet the house of 
 Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not 
 just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 
 30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, 
 declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity 
 be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, 
 and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of 
 Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; 
 so turn, and live.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  C   Thanks be to God.  

EPISTLE    ( At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow.)  Philippians 2:1–18 
 1So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 
 participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by 
 being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 
 mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more 
 significant than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to his own interests, 
 but also to the interests of others. 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is 
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 yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not count 
 equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the 
 form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in  
 human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
 even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on 
 him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee 
 should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue 
 confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 12Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 
 presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear 
 and trembling, 13for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his 
 good pleasure. 
 14Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be blameless 
 and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and 
 twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16holding fast 
 to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run 
 in vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon 
 the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18Likewise 
 you also should be glad and rejoice with me. 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  C   Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE        LSB pg. 156 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL    (Which of the two did the will of his father?)    St. Matthew 21:23–32 
 23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
 came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing 
 these things, and who gave you this authority?”  
 24Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the 
 answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these things. 25The 
 baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And they 
 discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to 
 us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid 
 of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 27So they answered 
 Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
 authority I do these things. 
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 28“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, 
 ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but 
 afterward he changed his mind and went. 30And he went to the other son and 
 said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. 31Which of the two 
 did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say 
 to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before 
 you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not 
 believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even 
 when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and believe him. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C   Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
HYMN   Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way �    LSB 857 

© 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010676.  Public domain� 
 
 

SERMON        
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NICENE CREED                    LSB pg. 158 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth  
 and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of 
 His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very 
 God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
 whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
 down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
      He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to 
 the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
 Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
 dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
 from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
 worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one 
 holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the 
 remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T 
 of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Each Prayer will end with:   . . . Lord, in Your mercy,  
   Reply with: . . . hear our prayer. 
 

 X SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT X LSB pg. 160 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places  
 give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the 
 countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 
 give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your  only-
 begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him 
 into death that we might not die eternally.  Because He is now risen from the 
 dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin 
 and death and will rise again to new life. 
 Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
 laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB pg. 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 
 whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our 
 sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished 
 for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.   

  Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
 forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully 
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 to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  
 Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the 
 faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  
 Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 
 be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
 and forever. 
C Amen. 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER  Matthew 6:9–13 

A Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
 come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
 daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
 against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
 Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

PAX DOMINI 
 

 

AGNUS DEI   LSB pg. 163 
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DISTRIBUTION  
Please remain in your seat until Pastor invites you forward. 

If this is your first visit with us, please note our communion statement on page 15.  
We also ask that you please speak with our Pastor before communing, thank you. 

 
 

 
HYMN          Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness   LSB 636 

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010676. 
Public domain� 
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HYMN   I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus  Public Domain         LSB 729 

 
����5 I am trusting Thee for power;         6 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; 

Thine can never fail.    Never let me fall. 
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me I am trusting Thee forever 
Must prevail.    And for all. 

 

HYMN     Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Public Domain          LSB 686 

PRAYER BEFORE COMMUNION:  
 Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink 
 Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy 
 Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy 
 name; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 now and forever. Amen. 

1)    Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, 
     Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
 Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
     Call for songs of loudest praise. 
 While the hope of endless glory 
     Fills my heart with joy and love, 
 Teach me ever to adore Thee; 
     May I still Thy goodness prove. 

2) Here I raise my Ebenezer, 
     Hither by Thy help I’ve come; 
 And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 
     Safely to arrive at home. 
 Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
     Wand’ring from the fold of God; 
 He, to rescue me from danger, 
     Interposed His precious blood. 

3)   Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
     Daily I’m constrained to be; 
 Let that grace now like a fetter 
     Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee: 
 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
     Prone to leave the God I love. 
 Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 
     Seal it for Thy courts above. 

4) Oh, that day when freed  
 from sinning, 
     I shall see Thy lovely face; 
 Clothed then in the blood-washed linen, 
 How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace! 
     Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; 
 Take my ransom’d soul away; 
     Send Thine angels soon to carry 
 Me to realms of endless day. 
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THANKSGIVING AFTER RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT 
 Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the 
 life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy 
 Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith 
 obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with 
 Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 
THANK THE LORD    LSB pg. 164-165 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
 through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
 strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one 
 another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

BENEDICTION             Numbers 6:24–26 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.     

C Amen. 
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"Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org"  

CLOSING HYMN Almighty Father, Bless the Word  Public Domain              LSB 923 

 

X Soli Deo Gloria! X 

�������������������127(�)25�7+26(�'(6,5,1*�72�&20081( 
 

2XU�SUDFWLFH�RI�FORVH�FRPPXQLRQ�LV�WKH�%LEOLFDO�	�+LVWRULF�SUDFWLFH�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�
FKXUFK��,W�LV�SURPSWHG�E\�ORYH��ERWK�IRU�*RG¶V�:RUG�	�IRU�+LV�SHRSOH�VLQFH�LW�VHHNV�WR�
SUHYHQW�VSLULWXDO�GDPDJH�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�GR�QRW�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�WUXH�ERG\�	�EORRG�RI�&KULVW�

LQ��ZLWK��	�XQGHU�WKH�EUHDG�	�ZLQH�LQ�WKLV�+RO\�6XSSHU����&RU����������� 
 

)XUWKHUPRUH��LW�GRHV�QRW�GHQ\�WKDW�PHPEHUV�RI�RWKHU�GHQRPLQDWLRQV�DUH�&KULVWLDQV��5DWKHU��LW�ERZV�
WKH�NQHH�WR�WKH�%LEOH¶V�GHHS�FRQFHUQ�IRU�GRFWULQDO�WUXWK��5RP���������	�WKH�%LEOH¶V�ZLWQHVV�WKDW�WKH�
/RUG¶V�6XSSHU�LV�WKH�KLJKHVW�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�IHOORZVKLS�	�GRFWULQDO�XQLW\��$FWV���������)RU�WKLV��UHDVRQ��
JXHVWV�ZKR�DUH�QRW�D�PHPEHU�RI�D�VLVWHU�/&06�FKXUFK�DUH�DVNHG�WR�SOHDVH�VSHDN�ZLWK�RXU�SDVWRU�RU�
DQ�HOGHU�EHIRUH�FRPPXQLQJ� 
 

,I�\RX¶UH�QRW�FRPPXQLQJ�WKLV�PRUQLQJ��EXW�VWLOO�GHVLUH�WR�FRPH�IRUZDUG�IRU�D�EOHVVLQJ�� 
SOHDVH�LQGLFDWH�E\�FURVVLQJ�\RXU�DUPV�RYHU�\RXU�FKHVW�VR�WKH�SDVWRU�PD\�JLYH�\RX�D�EOHVVLQJ� 
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REMEMBERING IN PRAYER 
those in need of God’s grace & mercy especially … 

Those in need of our prayers: Doug Clements, Barb Dyer, Becky Haltaufderheid, 
Doug Kohlmeyer, Linda Kolzow, Kevin Kraemer, Richard Lanke, Riley Lestrud,   
Bob Townsend & Bev Wagner 
Our Shut-Ins: Bill & Willie Burmeister, Shirley Folkman, Juliana Gerrits,  
Cheryl Szcepanski, and Becky Ullmer 
Special Prayers Request: An end to the riots and peace for our nation. For the fires 
out west and those effected by them, and for our world for a cure for COVID-19. 
Our Military: We pray for Jaidon Novinska (Army), Zach Marohnic (Marine  

Reserves) and for the men & women who serve our country and for the sacrifices 
their families make so that we can all enjoy the blessing of freedom. May God’s  
peace & protection be with them. 
THOSE CELEBRATING… 
Birthdays:  Sept 27:  Deb Laine, Sam Reed (son) Sept 29:  Craig Zuleger 
Oct 1:  Sally Lemke, Braden Morlan, Joyce Rahn Oct 3:  Hazel Brassfield,  
Gina Danielski, Aaron Jones, Lilah Jones    
Anniversaries:  Sept 28:  Gene & Barb Schroeder  Sept 29: Jim & June Stern 
Oct 1:  David & Janine Barkow, Scott & Molly Krejcarek   
Oct 2:  Tim & Sarah Olson   Oct 3:  Doug & Pam Pagel 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

DON’T JUST SAY YOU SUPPORT LIFE – INSTEAD SHOW IT!  

Join Area Lutherans as we make the Love of Christ known  
by our deeds during “40 Days for Life” which begins  

Wednesday, Sept. 23rd —  Sunday, November 1st 

Join area Lutherans weekly on Wednesdays from  
1:00 to 2:00 pm as we pray for an end to abortion.  

 

Use your lunch hour to share the truth of God’s love.  
We pray outside the Green Bay Planned Parenthood  
located next to Red Robin on South Oneida Street.  

Become a voice for the voiceless –today! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Please help us support the Pulaski Food Pantry by bringing in boxes of cereal  

to help feed those in need throughout our community. We would like to  
cover the wall with a variety of different types of cereal, so bring in a box or 

two of your family’s favorites. Our goal is 100 boxes by 10/10/2020.   
Thank you in advance for your help! 


