
Noah
Genesis 6:11–22; 
7:11–24; 8:13–22

About 1,600 years 
after creation

OVERVIEW
BIBLE  TRUTH 
God saves His people.

BIBLE  VERSE 
God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid. 
Isaiah 12:2

LEARNER GOAL
I understand how Noah was a part of God’s plan to save 
me and His people through Jesus.

LAW & GOSPEL
We are sinful and rebellious from birth and deserve God’s 
wrath and judgment. 

God has mercy on us and gives us new life, washing 
away our sins through the suffering, death, and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ, our Savior.

SCRIPTURE SNAPSHOT
Widespread sin and corruption filled the earth, but 
“Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord” (Genesis 6:8). 
Following God’s command, Noah and his family begin 
constructing a massive ark, with provisions for an ex-
tended journey. At the Lord’s direction, each animal kind 
boards the ark, along with Noah and his family.

The fountains of the deep open as rain falls for forty 
days, swallowing up every living thing. God keeps Noah’s 
family safe through the flood and lands them on a moun-
tain. He gives the rainbow as a sign of His promise to 
never again flood the whole earth.

LESSON PREP
BASIC Read Genesis 6:11–22; 7:11–24; 8:13–22 and 
notes in The Lutheran Study Bible.

MORE T IME Read Genesis 6–9, and see pages 13–14 
of Concordia’s Complete Bible Handbook for pictures of 
the ark.

IN  DEPTH Look up images of the ark online and 
view a map of Turkey to see where Mount Ararat 
is today. Find helpful videos or images to provide 
context for your understanding.  

SUPPLY LIST
FOR THIS  LESSON 

 ☐  Models or images of boats, especially rescue 
boats or rafts

FOR EVERY LESSON 

 ☐ Device with downloaded music

 ☐ Pens or pencils

 ☐ Student copies of Explore Bible Guidebook

 ☐ Bible 

 ☐ Copies of downloadable activity page

 ☐ Supplies for bonus activities

A NEW  
BEGINNING

ELEMENTARY
Unit 1

LEADER GUIDE
Lesson 3

Enduring Faith™. © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®. Permission granted to purchaser to reproduce this page for use in educational settings. 431110. 



LAUNCH
PRAY  Dear Lord, bless us as we gather to study Your Word today. Guide our con-

versation and help us to learn how You save Your people. Amen.

SING   “Hooray! God’s There” 
“God, Who Built This Wondrous Planet” 
Music can be found in the digital resource center.

SAY   Tell me everything you remember about the Noah story. Record student 
responses in a place where they can see them. 

LEARN
READ “A NEW BEGINNING”
Read the Bible narrative aloud to your students. Ask students to put their palms up 
every time they hear a part of the story they already know and put their palms down 
every time they hear something new. 

REVIEW OPTIONS
FOR YOUNGER STUDENTS  Focus 
mainly on learning the characters and the 
main action of the story. Depending on 
the age and interest of your students, let 
some pretend to be animals going into 
the ark. 

FOR OLDER STUDENTS:  Have stu-
dents act out what they would say if they 
were the people who didn’t believe or if 
they were Noah’s family.

FOR A WIDE RANGE OF AGES  Have 
the older students pretend that they 
are Noah’s grandchildren born after the 
flood. Have them pretend that now they 
are grandparents telling their grandchil-
dren (the younger students) about this 
earth-changing event that happened right 
before they were born.

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
 ● God loves His children, and He promises to care for those who love Him.
 ● God washed the earth clean to start fresh. He does the same thing for us through the 

washing of Baptism. 
 ● The flood wasn’t a pretty event, unlike how it is depicted in so many nursery dec-

orations and children’s picture books. It was a traumatic, cataclysmic event that 
changed the earth forever. 

 ● God takes sin very seriously. He takes our sin very seriously too. That’s why God 
sent His Son to take the punishment for our sin. 

LEADER NOTE
For older students who 
have heard this story 
many times, take a 
different approach to the 
“Say” section. Ask, If you 
were going to destroy 
the world, how would 
you do it? Why do you 
think God chose water?

GUIDEBOOKS
Hand out student copies 
of the Explore Bible 
Guidebook and turn to 
Lesson 3.

BONUS ACTIVITY
Check “Painting 
Promises” on the back 
page for an art activity to 
go with this lesson.
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LIVE
EXPLORE THE CONTEXT
Before you start the discussion questions, use the back page of Lesson 3 materials in the 
Explore Bible Guidebook for further details about Noah, the ark, and the flood.

TALK ABOUT IT
Choose from the following questions. For a few helps, encourage students to look in 
their Explore Bible Guidebook.

 Ƚ What are the things you wonder most about the Bible account?

 Ƚ Why did God save Noah and his family? 

 Ƚ Do we have to worry that God will send another flood to destroy the earth? 

 Ƚ We don’t have a ship or an ark to go to for protection. Where can we go to hear 
God’s Word and weather the storm? 

SAY THE BIBLE  VERSE TOGETHER 

God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid.  
Isaiah 12:2

INTERACT IN  GUIDED PLAY 
Bring out model boats, toy boats, or images of boats. If possible, show rafts or rescue 
boats. Compare features of the boats, and talk about a boat’s purpose of saving people. 

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
 ● The ark was a boat made to float—God was in control of where the ark went. 
 ● Many churches look like the inside of a boat to remind us that the Church is a safe 

place where God provides His rescue from sin through His gifts. 
 ● We can rest securely in the Church as the people of God, knowing that Jesus will 

come again someday and will bring us to a perfect, new creation.

CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING
Ask students to think about how boats can save people. Ask them to think about how 
God saves His people, including them. God cares for us, and He sent Jesus to save us 
from our sin. In Baptism, our sins are washed away. 

LEAVE
SAY  Praise God for His mercy. Even when we have to go through a storm, God 

is with us. Our verse for today reminds us of that: “God is my salvation; I 
will trust, and will not be afraid” (Isaiah 12:2).

SING “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
  “The Lord’s Prayer” 
  Music can be found in the digital resource center.

PRAY   Thank You, heavenly Father, for sending our Savior, Jesus, to rescue us 
from our sin and giving us a clean start through the waters of Baptism. In 
Your name we pray. Amen.

CHRIST  CONNECTION
God saved Noah because 
He remembered His 
promise to send a Savior. 
Jesus covered the sin of 
the world. Through the 
washing of Baptism, we 
are all made clean from 
sin. 

DOWNLOADABLE PAGE
Extend learning by 
printing the downloadable 
activity page, found in the 
digital resource center. 
See the back page of this 
guide for details.
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A NEW BEGINNING—NOAH
Unit 1, Lesson 3

God Starts Over
Directions: Draw or write how you think life was for Noah and his family.

During the flood . . .

Before the flood . . .

After the flood . . .

DOWNLOADABLE PAGE HELPS
Make copies of the downloadable activity page, found 
in the digital resource center. Use the helps below as a 
guide.

 ● Before the flood . . . The world was a mess of sin. 
Only Noah and his family continued to love God.  

 ● During the flood . . . Review with students what it 
might have been like and who was there on the ark.

 ● After the flood . . . Let students use their imagina-
tion about how the earth might have looked after the 
cleansing of the flood. They might also want to draw a 
picture of Noah as a farmer in his vineyard. 

There are no right or wrong answers for this activity. 
Some students may use color to express their under-
standing; other students may draw detailed illustrations; 
others may want to write their descriptions. Encourage 
students to share their ideas in their own unique way. 
This may also be a good discussion opportunity while 
students are working.

CONNECTING IDENTITY &  CALLING
IDENTITY:  WHO AM I?
God makes me a new creation in the waters of Baptism 
and rescues me from death. All my sin is washed away.

CALLING:  WHY AM I  HERE? 
I am invited to gather around His Word and Sacraments 
in the ark of His Church, rejoicing with fellow believers in 
our salvation through Christ. 

GROWING IN  FAITH FOR L IFE
See how this lesson builds on learning for each age.

ADULT
I can connect the different ways God saved Noah 
and his family to how God saves me and all His 
children. 
YOUTH
I can express that though I am sinful, God is faith-
ful and saves me, just as He saved Noah and his 
family.
ELEMENTARY
I understand how Noah was a part of God’s plan to 
save me and His people through Jesus.
EARLY CHILDHOOD
I know God saves me through Jesus and gives me a 
new start.

 BONUS ACTIVITIES
RAINBOW SCIENCE 
15 minutes

Rainbows are made when light 
bends through water droplets! Use 
water to create your own rainbow. 
Line the inside edge of a paper plate 
with Skittles candies. Carefully pour 
warm water and watch the rainbow 
form as the candies dissolve.

PICTURE BOOK 
15 minutes

Reinforce learning by reading The 
Real Story of the Flood by Paul L. 
Maier, especially if you have younger 
students or visual learners. Ask 
students about the images they see. 
What do they picture when they 
think of this account?

PAINTING PROMISES 
15–30 minutes

Gather white paper, washi tape (or 
painter’s tape), and washable water-
colors. On a protected table, have 
students use tape to make a cross 
on the paper. Ask them to paint the 
entire page with rainbow designs. 
When dry, remove the tape. Talk 
about God’s promises.
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