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WELCOME TO ONLINE WORSHIP
THIS EASTER MORNING!
Perhaps you feel like those women who went to the tomb on that first
Easter morning, sadden by your current situation in life. Yet, the gloom and hopelessness
they went there with would soon leave and joy would enter into their hearts as the angel
declared, “He is not here, He is Risen.” They would run from the tomb, but not running in
fear—but in joy at the news of Christ’s resurrection. They went with haste to declare to the
disciples that Christ has Risen.
Wherever you find yourself right now, whatever cloud hangs over your head, even if it’s
death itself— hear the words of the angel, “He is Risen” and listen to the words of Jesus
spoken shortly after that, “Be not afraid.” We need not fear whatever may come, for Christ
has Risen and His victory is your victory as well. St. Paul reminds us, “If God is for us, who
can be against us? He who did not spare His Own Son but gave Him up for us all, how will He not
also with Him graciously give us all things?” (Romans 8:31-32)
CHECK IN THIS MORNING: If you have a Facebook account, log-in and check in that
you have joined us here at St. John for worship and leave an Easter Greeting as well!
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WEEKLY WORSHIP
Due to the Pandemic of COVID-19; all formal worship has been suspended.
However, you can find all our worship services on our church website, Facebook,
and YouTube. The church will remain open for personal prayer and pastoral care
for those in need.
Find us on YouTube & Facebook:
St. John Lutheran Church—Pulaski, WI
To learn more about St. John Lutheran Church,
check out our website stjohnpulaskiwi.org
or call the church office.

EASTER SERVICE
SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 2020

CHRIST IS RISEN!
ALLELUIA!
WELCOMING & ANNOUNCEMENTS
P In the name of the Father, the X Son,
and the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

OPENING SENTENCES
P This is the day that the Lord has made;
C let us rejoice and be glad in it.
P Christ has risen from the dead. Alleluia!
C God the Father has crowned Him with glory and honor;
He has given Him dominion over the works of His hands;
He has put all things under His feet. Alleluia! Alleluia!
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CONFESSION OF SINS & GOD’S PROCLAMATION OF FORGIVENESS
P We come before God in true repentance, seeking His mercy and forgiveness.
O God our Father, we admit & confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean and that we have sinned against You in thought, in word, and in deed.
We have not lived as Your followers but have sought to go our own ways in
directions that have not brought glory to You or blessing to others. Your love
has not reached others through us in every situation, that there have been times
in which we have been loveless, thoughtless, and judgmental toward others,
unwilling to help our neighbors as we ought. Your will has not been our priority
at all times and that we have not always been defenders of the weak and
helpless in our circle of family, neighbors, friends and beyond. We have not
used every opportunity given to us to witness to the resurrection faith that
is ours & have at times been slow to speak of the hope that is ours in Christ.
C Have mercy on us and forgive us, Lord.
P Your Lord, Jesus was crucified for your sins upon the cross and by His
resurrection declared His victory over death, the devil, and all sins.
Therefore, upon this your confession and by the command of our Lord,
I, a called and ordained servant of Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray. Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, You destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light. Grant
that we who have been raised with Him may abide in His presence and rejoice
in the hope of eternal glory; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

FIRST READING

V

Acts 10:34-43

34

Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no
partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears Him and does what is right is
acceptable to Him. 36As for the word that He sent to Israel, preaching good news
of peace through Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all), 37you yourselves know what
happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that
John proclaimed: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit
and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed
by the devil, for God was with Him. 39And we are witnesses of all that He did
both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put Him to death by
hanging Him on a tree, 40but God raised Him on the third day and made Him
to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as
witnesses, who ate and drank with Him after He rose from the dead. 42And He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that He is the one
appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43To Him all the
prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of
sins through His name.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING
1

V

Colossians 3:1–4

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that
are above, not on things that are on earth. 3For you have died, and your life is
hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life appears, then you also
will appear with Him in glory.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

5) Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain
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THE HOLY GOSPEL

V

ST. MATTHEW 28:1-10

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
1

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And behold, there was a
great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came
and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning,
and his clothing white as snow. 4And for fear of him the guards trembled and
became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid,
for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here, for He has
risen, as He said. Come, see the place where He lay. 7Then go quickly and tell
His disciples that He has risen from the dead, and behold, He is going before
you to Galilee; there you will see Him. See, I have told you.” 8So they departed
quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell His disciples.
9
And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and
took hold of His feet and worshiped Him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not
be afraid; go and tell My brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see Me.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
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1) This Easter celebration is not like ones we've known.
We pray in isolation, we sing the hymns alone.
We're distant from our neighbors — from worship leaders, too.
No flowers grace the chancel to set a festive mood.
2) No gathered choirs are singing; no banners lead the way.
O God of love and promise, where's joy this Easter Day?
With sanctuaries empty, may homes become the place
we ponder resurrection and celebrate your grace.
3) Our joy won't come from worship that's in a crowded room
but from the news of women who saw the empty tomb.
Our joy comes from disciples who ran with haste to see —
who heard that Christ is risen, and then, by grace, believed.
4) In all the grief and suffering, may we remember well:
Christ suffered crucifixion and faced the powers of hell.
Each Easter bears the promise: Christ rose that glorious day!
Now nothing in creation can keep your love away.
5) We thank you that on Easter, your church is blessed to be
a scattered, faithful body that's doing ministry.
In homes and in the places of help and healing, too,
we live the Easter message by gladly serving you.

SERMON

‘DO NOT BE AFRAID’

Pastor Yaw
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5)

He lives to silence all my fears;
He lives to wipe away my tears;
He lives to calm my troubled heart;
He lives all blessings to impart.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
P

Rejoicing in the resurrection of our Lord and sharing in His peace, let us
pray to the Lord on behalf of ourselves and all people as they have need.
O risen Savior, set free our tongues to confess Your resurrection before a
world still captive to sin and death. Give us courage to go to every place and
to speak in every language the salvation won for us upon the cross and the
hope granted to us of life that death cannot overcome. Lord, in Your mercy,

C

hear our prayer.

P

O risen Savior, make us to burn with the fire of Your love, that we may love
You above all things and love our neighbors as ourselves. Deliver us from
fear and relieve the anxiety of our hearts, that we may live out fully the hope
planted within us and the new lives we received in the waters of our Baptism.
Lord, in Your mercy,

C

hear our prayer.

P

O risen Savior, hear us on behalf of Donald, our president;
Tony, our governor; the Congress of the United States; and all state and
local elected officials. Guide them according to Your Word, that justice may
be given to all and those most in danger may live freely and without fear of
threat. Bless especially the lives of the unborn lest they suffer for our shame.
Lord, in Your mercy,

C

hear our prayer.

P

O risen Savior, hear us on behalf of those who cry to You in any need,
especially the sick, the suffering, the disabled, the wounded in spirit, those
who suffer mental illness and those in their last days on earth [especially be
with those who request our prayer:
]. Give them grace according to their
need, and sustain them in their afflictions to the day when their sufferings
will be exchanged with glory in the life to come. Lord, in Your mercy,

C

hear our prayer.

P

O risen Savior, open the hearts of all who worship this day no matter where
that may be. By Your Word strengthen us in faith and equip us to love one
another as You love us. Before the words come to our lips, You know the
desires of our heart. Hear our prayers as expressions of our trust that You
supply us with all things needful and keep from us all things harmful.
O crucified and risen Savior, with the Father and the Spirit You reign as one
Lord and one God. Hear the prayers of Your people. Your will be done, O
Lord, now and always.
Amen.

C

LORD'S PRAYER
P We pray together the prayer our Risen Lord has taught us:
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
P This is your confidence; this is your hope. This is your victory promise.
Your sins have been forgiven! Satan has been defeated!
Death has no hold on you!
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

BLESSING OF OUR LORD
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and X give you peace.
C Amen.

P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Numbers 6:24–26

