
AS WE GATHER… 

Holy Thursday begins the great three days that commemorate how God accomplished our 
salvation in Jesus Christ. The first part of the service is confession and forgiveness, the  
culmination of the Lenten season of repentance. Holy Thursday then recalls two central 
events leading up to Jesus’ death and resurrection. First is the Lord’s Supper. The Gospel 
tells of the Holy Thursday night when, during the Passover meal, Jesus took bread, gave 
thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying, “This is My body.” He then took the 
cup, blessed it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is My blood of the new covenant.” The old 
covenant involved regular repeated animal sacrifice. This new covenant involves the  
once-for-all sacrifice of  Jesus’ blood, which fulfilled the old covenant once for all.   

The second central event recalled tonight is the abandonment of Jesus by all who loved 
Him. This is remembered by the action of stripping the altar while Psalm 22 is read.  
This reminder of how Jesus was forsaken also assures us that Jesus is with us at times when 
we feel forsaken.  
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OFFERING / ONLINE E-GIVING: https://www.stjohnpulaskiwi.org/online-giving  

WELCOME TO ONLINE WORSHIP 
SERVICE BEGINS IN SILENCE 

 

INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCE 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 

P Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; our God is merciful. 

C I love the Lord, because He has heard my voice and my pleas for mercy. 

P Because He inclined His ear to me, therefore I will call on Him as long as I live. 

C The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 
  I suffered distress and anguish.  

P Then I called on the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I pray, deliver my soul!”  

C Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; our God is merciful.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray.  

O Lord, on the night in which You instituted the blessed Sacrament of Holy 
Communion giving to Your Church Your true body and blood in the simple 
means of bread and wine, You also set forth the command to love one another, 
and gave us an example in Your washing the feet of the disciples. Jesus, increase 
in us true love for others that we may follow Your example by stooping low in 
love and serving one another, for You live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Thursday, april 9Th, 2020 

Maundy  (holy) Thursday 
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HYMN ‘Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain’    3XEOLF�GRPDLQ     # 435

 
 

OLD TESTAMENT V      Exodus 24:3–11 

Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord and all the just decress. 
And all the people answered with one voice and said, All the words that the Lord  
has spoken we will do. And Moses wrote down all the words of the Lord. He rose  
early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, 
according to the twelve tribes of Israel.  

And he sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and  
sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the Lord. And Moses took half of the blood and 
put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. Then he took the 
Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they said, All 
that the Lord has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.  

And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, Behold the blood of 
the covenant that the Lord has made with you in accordance with all these words. 
Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went 
up, and they saw the God of Israel. There was under His feet as it were a pavement of  
sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. And He did not lay His hand on the 
chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank. 

 P This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE READING  V    Hebrews 9:11–22 

When Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 
through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this 
creation) He entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood  
of goats and calves but by means of His own blood, thus securing an eternal  
redemption. For if the sprinkling of defiled person with the blood of goats and bulls 
and with ashes of a heifer sanctifies for one purification of the flesh, how much 
more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without 
blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 

Therefore He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may 
receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems 
them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. For where a will 
is involved, the death of the one who made it must be established. For a will takes 
effect only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who made it is alive.  

Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. For when 
every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he 
took the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and 
sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, saying, ‘This is the blood of the 
covenant that God commanded for you.’ And in the same way He sprinkled with 
the blood both the tent and all the vessels used in worship. Indeed, under the law 
almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is 
no forgiveness of sins. 

 P This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL V  St. John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come to 
depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, 
He loved them to the end. During supper, when the devil had already put it into 
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him, Jesus, knowing that the  
Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and 
was going back to God, rose from supper. He laid aside His outer garments, and 
taking a towel, tied it around His waist. Then He poured water into a basin and 
began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped 
around Him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to Him, “Lord, do You wash my 
feet?” Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but  
afterward you will understand.” Peter said to Him, “You shall never wash my feet.”  
Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with Me.” Simon  
Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus 
said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, 
but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” For He knew 
who was to betray Him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

When He had washed their feet and put on His outer garments and resumed His 
place, He said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? You call Me  



 

Page 5 

Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given 
you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. Truly, truly, I 
say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than 
the one who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.” 

When He had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is  
glorified in Him. If God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself, 
and glorify Him at once. Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will 
seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going 
you cannot come.’ A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: 
just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will 
know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

SERMON HYMN       ‘Jesus, Greatest at the Table’   #466

  
    © 2001 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010676. admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010676.; © 1975 Stainer  
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SERMON  ‘A NEW COMMANDMENT’   Pastor Yaw 
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P On this holy night in which our Lord gathered His  
 disciples in the Upper Room, we come to You, O Lord,  
 in His name with the concerns of our hearts for  
 ourselves and all people.  
    Brief silence 

 Grant to us zeal for Your house, O Lord, and love for the things of Your  
 Kingdom, that Your Church may enjoy harmony and peace and confess Your  
 Word with one voice before the world. Cover us with the blood of Christ, and  
 grant us Your Spirit, that we may walk in Your ways and do the good You desire. 
 Lord, in Your mercy,  
C hear our prayer. 

P Deliver us, O Lord, from temptation, and lead us to know and do what is holy 
 and right according to Your Word and commands. Bless those preparing for 
 Baptism and those being catechized into the faith, that they would be steadfast 
 in faith in Christ, our Lord. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

P In the midst of enemies that threaten and a world filled with conflict, give to us 
 wise leaders, O Lord, that we may be preserved from harm. Guide those who 
 make and administer our laws, and give to all judges and magistrates knowledge 
 to render justice with mercy. Bless the members of the armed forces who defend 
 us here and abroad.  

 Preserve the sick, relieve the suffering and grant to the dying Your peace,  
 O Lord. Hear us on behalf of all those who have asked us to pray [especially       ].  
 Give them healing in accordance with Your will, strength to bear up under the 
 burdens of this mortal life, and comfort and hope in trial. Bless and sustain all  
 nurses, doctors, and healthcare workers in their task to care for all people during 
 these trying and uncertain times. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C hear our prayer. 

P Give us Your Word & Spirit, O Lord, that we when we gather around the table
 of Your Son, we may discern His true presence in the bread & cup and leave 
 the table with the good conscience of sins forgiven. Keep us in repentance, that 
 we may not be overcome by sin, but always pursue goodness & righteousness. 

 As generously as You have given to us, O Lord, teach us to be generous in  
 giving, that the poor may not suffer want nor Your Church be deprived of the 
 resources to serve Your purpose both here and across the world. Lead us to  
 follow Your example in loving and serving our neighbors not only in word, but 
 in deed and truth as well. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
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P Bless us, O Lord, as again we walk in the footsteps of Jesus to the cross. Help us 
 to ponder well the love He has shown us by His suffering and death, and make 
 us so confident of the resurrection to everlasting life that this supper may fulfill 
 the Passover promise and feed us upon the foretaste of the eternal feast to come. 

 You know, O Lord, what we need, and You have promised never to abandon us. 
 Help us to endure in faith and, with a joyful countenance, receive the blessings 
 of Your grace and the answers to our prayers; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
 who taught us to pray. . .  
 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13
 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 
 

X STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR X 
P Just after Judas had left to betray Him, Jesus said, "Now is the Son of Man glorified,  
 and God is glorified  in Him" (John 13:31b). The time for Jesus' death was drawing near. 

 Please read along with the psalm below, which Jesus prayed and fulfilled on the 
 cross, as pastors and the elder remove the linens, paraments, ornaments, and 
 candles from the chancel, symbolizing the abuse and abandonment our Lord 
 endured in the hours that follow leading up to His death on the cross. 
 

READING OF PSALM 22 
PLEASE READ ALONG WHILE AT HOME 

1My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  Why are you so far from saving 
me, from the words of my groaning? 2O my God, I cry by day, but you do not 
answer, and by night, but I find no rest. 3Yet you are holy, enthroned on the 
praises of Israel. 4In you our fathers trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them 
5To you they cried and were rescued; in you they trusted and were not put to 
shame. 6But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and despised by 
the people. 
7All who see me mock me; they make mouths at me; they wag their heads;  
8“He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver him; let him rescue him, for he delights 
in him!” 9Yet you are he who took me from the womb; you made me trust you at 
my mother's breasts. 10On you was I cast from my birth, and from my mother's 
womb you have been my God. 11Be not far from me, for trouble is near, and 
there is none to help. 12Many bulls encompass me; strong bulls of Bashan  
surround me; 13they open wide their mouths at me, like a ravening and roaring 
lion. 
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14I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is 
like wax;  it is melted within my breast; 15my strength is dried up like a potsherd, 
and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me  in the dust of death. 16For dogs  
encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me;  they have pierced my hands 
and feet. 17I can count all my bones—they stare and gloat over me; 18they divide 
my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.  
19But you, O LORD, do not be far off! O you my help, come quickly to my aid! 
20Deliver my soul from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dog! 
21Save me from the mouth of the lion! You have rescued me from the horns 
of the wild oxen!  
22I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will 
praise you: 23You who fear the LORD, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob,  
glorify him, and stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel!  
24For he has not despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, and he has 
not hidden his face from him, but has heard, when he cried to him. 25From you 
comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will perform before those 
who fear him.  
26The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the 
LORD! May your hearts live forever! 27All the ends of the earth shall remember 
and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the nations shall worship before 
you. 28For kingship belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the nations.  
29All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship; before him shall bow all who 
go down to  the dust, even the one who could not keep himself alive. 30Posterity 
shall serve him; it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation; 31they 
shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn, that he has 
done it. AMEN! 

X Soli Deo Gloria!X 

 

ONCE THE PROCESSIONAL CROSS HAS BEEN REMOVED  
 

WE WILL END IN SILENCE 



UPCOMING WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
GOOD FRIDAY - 7:00 PM STREAMING ON YOUTUBE 
 
EASTER SUNDAY - 9:00 AM STREAMING ON YOUTUBE 
 
EASTER SUNDAY - 9:00 AM DRIVE IN WORSHIP / LIVE PREACHING & MUSIC 
 * MUST REMAIN IN YOUR OWN VEHICLE AT ALL TIMES. 
 * NO PUBLIC RESTROOM / CHURCH WILL BE CLOSED 
 * SERVICE WILL BE ABOUT 45 MINUTES MAX. 


