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Up date: March 24, 2020 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ at St. John Lutheran Church 

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT: 

“Faith… is a firm trust that Christ, the Son of God, stand in our place and has taken all our sins upon His 

shoulders and that He is the eternal satisfaction for our sin and reconciles us with God the Father. He who 

has this faith…devil nor hell nor sin can harm him. Why? Because God is his protector and defender. And 

when I have this faith, then I am certain God is fighting for me; I can defy the devil, death, hell, and sin, 

and all the harm with which they threaten me. This is the great inestimable treasure given us in Christ, 

which no man can describe or grasp with words… 

[You are holy] if you believe that God steps in for you and stakes all He has and His blood for you, as if 

He were saying: Fall in behind me without fear or delay, and then let us see what can harm you; come 

devil, death, sin, and hell, and all creation, I shall go before you, for I will be your rear guard and your 

vanguard (Is. 52:12); trust Me and boldly rely upon me. He who believe that can not be harmed by devil, 

hell, sin, or death.” – From a Sermon given by Martin Luther (March 14, 1522) 

WORSHIP & COMMUNION: 

As of today, the governor issued a “safer at home” order for all non-essential employees. We will still 

worship together, via livestream, available on our website, on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm & Sundays at 9:00 

am. You may watch a recorded version of the service at a later time, also available on our website. 

To receive Holy Communion during this time of uncertainty, please call the church or email to arrange a 

time to come to the church during the week. I will also be at church every Sunday between 8:00 am and 

12:00 pm offering communion. Please follow the guidelines we set forth when entering the church to help 

us keep you and others safe. 

CHURCH OFFICE & PASTORAL CARE:   

The church is considered an “essential” especially during this time, when we believe that God is the most 

“vital” thing we need. This means that the church remains open; however, Laurie, our church secretary and 

Steve, our janitor have been instructed to stay at home. I will still be here throughout the week, but you are 

encouraged to call first before coming, in case I am not available or out of office. Our remaining open does 

comply with the guidelines as set forth in the most recent order signed by Gov. Tony Evers. Due to the 

cancellation of all activities, there will not be an April newsletter. 

I am still available for pastoral care via in office visits for family and private confession & absolution and 

communion is still being offered. However, in order to prevent the spread of germs, shut-in visits and 

hospital visits will be limited to end-of-life care only. If you are a member of one of these groups and need 

help with grocery shopping or other out-of-the-house activities, please call the office. Some individuals 

have volunteered to help with these needs. 

THE COMMUNITY:  

Keep in mind, that for many people, this will lead to a feeling of isolation and loneliness.  Please call 

people you know and send cards to our shut-ins and one another. This kind of contact will be essential in 

maintaining a sense of community 

 

 



FINANCIAL:   

Please remember that the church will still have expenses during this time. If you are not already doing so, 

please consider giving online or signing up via autopay on our website. Donations may also be mailed to 

the church or saved until that time when we are once again able to reassemble as a community. Your 

support helps us support the Body of Christ and the community around us. 

EDUCATION:  

I am working on an online catechism instruction for our confirmation students. I ask for your patience as I 

work toward putting something together for our families that are affected. Confirmation students and 

parents are encouraged to open both your Bible & Catechism and work through it together. This is a great 

time for parents to refamiliarize themselves with the catechism while also teaching their child. 

Sunday school and Bible studies remain cancelled for the foreseeable future. I am hoping to get something 

put together for families to use at home. At this current time, I would encourage spending time reading a 

Bible Story together and using your child’s ‘My First Hymnal’ as a devotional guide. As for Bible study 

for adults we are hoping to have some links on the church website here very soon. 

FELLOWSHIP EVENTS:  

All fellowship events are cancelled or postponed for the next several weeks. This will include the Easter 

Breakfast, the Father Daughter Dance, the Sunday School end of year celebration, and potentially the 

Rummage Sale. Due to the preparation and organization needed for these events and the uncertain end of 

the instructions to avoid large crowds, we have postponed / cancelled these events until further notice. 

YOUTH GROUP:  

While we are on break from physically meeting at this time, I have encouraged our youth leaders, Kurtis & 

Kelsie, to make contact with the youth and to post videos online for at home devotional use. 

COMMUNICATION:   

We will work to keep everyone informed via e-mail, Facebook, and our website at www.stjohnpulaskiwi.org 

If you know of someone who does not receive electronic communication, please call them and keep them 

up to date on our behalf. Due to the speed at which things are changing, please consult these resources 

often so that you may be kept up to date. 

REMEMBER:  

The Christian church has survived pandemics in the past and we have learned it is not the time for the 

church as the Body of Christ to “shut down.”  It is the time when we must step up. Look out for the 

welfare of your neighbor. Share kindness and gentleness whenever possible. Live in the confidence your 

faith provides in the promise of the Resurrection of Christ.  Learn how best to protect yourself from the 

assaults of the pestilence and disease so that you are best prepared to serve those around you. Stay 

connected to the Body of Christ. Satan loves to separate the sheep from the Good Shepherd’s flock, don’t 

let him. Stay near your Shepherd. Listen to His Word. Follow His way. For He will lead you to green 

pastures and still waters so that you might live with Him forever (Ps. 23). 

In the Peace of Christ Jesus,  

Pastor Yaw 

http://www.stjohnpulaskiwi.org/

