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Saturday, March 14, 2020 

Dear Christian Friends, 

Jesus says in St. Matthew’s Gospel, “do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for 
itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble” (6:34). 

Later in the same Gospel Jesus also says, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you fill 
find rest for your souls.” (11:28-29) 

The news over the last several weeks has been concerning in so many ways, from health woes to economic 
woes as our world grapples with the reality of COVID-19. There are any number of responses that we have 
seen from apathy and ignoring the situation to the hoarding of toilet paper and bottled water. I’m not so 
sure that any of those responses have been helpful. 

As we have seen the outbreaks of the Coronavirus around the world continue to grow, turning into a 
Global Pandemic; we are now being told that it is not a question of “if” the outbreak will hit us locally here 
in the greater Green Bay area, but “when”.   

While we will not fear death because we know that our God has promised us life -  “fear not, for I am with 
you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with 
my righteous right hand” Isaiah 41:10.  We will also not tempt God through foolish actions - “You shall 
not put the Lord your God to the test” Deut. 6:16.  

Therefore, St. John Lutheran Church will follow the guidelines and best practices put forth by the CDC 
and the local health department to assist in preventing the spread of contagious diseases.  And the 
following guidelines have been developed to help outline the reaction of St. John in the midst of ongoing 
this threat of the COVID-19. 

I encourage you to continue wise cleanliness habits and the considerations of one’s own health (and 
limitations). Along with the various physical preparations that we can take is the truth that it is for such 
times as these that a vibrant life of faith in Jesus is an incredibly valuable aspect of life. Was it not said of 
Jesus, “in him was life, and that light was the light of men. The light shines and the darkness has not 
overcome it”? (St. John 1:4-5) 

I have had many conversations with my Brothers in Office all around the country over the last week, as well 
as speaking with our own congregation’s leadership, concerning a path forward as a congregation in these 
uncertain times. In light of those conversations and seeing the importance of a vibrant life of faith, we will 
continue to worship together as the people of God in Pulaski. 

While we respect the State and their pursuit of the health of our fellow citizens, the life of the Church is 
one of gathering around Word and Table to hear the Word of the Lord and receive His gifts of life, 
forgiveness, and salvation in the Eucharist (a very necessary thing in days like these). 
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Our janitorial staff is very conscientious about the care and cleaning of our facilities. Our Elders and Altar 
Guild are also very mindful about cleanliness when preparing the Sacrament of the Altar. We will continue 
our practice of distributing the Sacrament as we always have. 

Please remember that you are free in Christ to receive the Body and Blood of our Lord, “the medicine of 
immortality” as St. Ignatius calls it, as your personal piety and concerns allow. We will not cease using the 
common cup, instead we will take extra steps to make sure the common cup is sanitary with the use of a 
high proof grain alcohol to cleanse the lip of the cup between individuals. We will also seek to make the 
individual cups safer for use as well. While the plastic cups are not easy to cleanse between touches, we will 
have the altar guild space out the individual cups more, so not as many hands touch the top of the cups. 
We also encourage everyone to wash their hands or use hand-sanitizer before coming to communion. 

You are also free in Christ to refrain, if it is a matter of concern for you. And, you are also free in Christ to 
remain at home if you are concerned about contact.  

Also, as we greet one another, please be aware of and respect each other’s choice of physical contact and 
spatial awareness. 

Above all else, take to heart the words of Martin Luther, “Pray...and let God worry.” 

 
 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Larry R. Yaw 

pastor.yaw@netnet.net 

(920) 822-3511 
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