
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL First Sunday in Lent 

Wheatfield, New York February 18, 2024 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 

Week 1: “Cross Out” - In this service we remember that all our sins have been crossed out through the 

forgiveness that comes only through the atoning sacrifice of the crucified Christ. 

“As far as east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.” Psalm 103:12 

 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

RESPONSIVE READING Psalm 103 

P The Lord works righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed. 

C He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel. 
P The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He will not always 

chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. 

C He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
P For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

C As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear 

him. For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust. 
 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

imploring Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
  

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

  

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 

of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 

and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

  

We are a Christian community called to worship and sent to serve,  

welcoming all to walk with Christ and grow in faith. 
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HYMN:   “COME TO CALVARY’S HOLY MOUNTAIN” LSB 435 

 

 

 

 

Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 

Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
P Let us pray together: 

C Merciful Father, Your Son, Jesus Christ, was lifted high upon the cross that He might bear the sins 

of the world and draw all people to Himself. Grant that our eyes may ever behold our Savior and 

His cross, that we may not fear the power of any adversaries but rather rejoice in His victory for 

us; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 1:16–18 

16Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; 

 remove the evil of your deeds from before my 

eyes; 

cease to do evil, 

 17learn to do good; 

seek justice, 

 correct oppression; 

bring justice to the fatherless, 

 plead the widow’s cause.

18“Come now, let us reason together, says the 

LORD: 

though your sins are like scarlet, 

 they shall be as white as snow; 

though they are red like crimson, 

 they shall become like wool.  

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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NEW TESTAMENT READING Ephesians 4:31—5:2 

 31Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and 

clamor and slander be put away from you, along 

with all malice. 32Be kind to one another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in 

Christ forgave you. 

 1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 

children. 2And walk in love, as Christ loved us and 

gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and 

sacrifice to God. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 6:9–15 

 9Pray then like this: 

“Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name. 

 10Your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

 11Give us this day our daily bread, 

 12and forgive us our debts, 

  as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

 13And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

14For if you forgive others their trespasses, your 

heavenly Father will also forgive you, 15but if you 

do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will 

your Father forgive your trespasses. 

  

P This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED 

C    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 

and invisible. 

   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 

man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 

third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 

   And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 

for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to 

come. Amen. 
 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN:   “HOW SWEET THE NAME OF JESUS SOUNDS” Tune: LSB 524; sts. 7, 10–11 

7 The Father’s purpose on the cross 

Our Savior has fulfilled; 

The love revealed, the promise kept 

In everything God willed. 

 

10 As far as heav’n above the earth, 

So great our Father’s love. 

As far as east is from the west 

He has our sin removed.

 

 

 

 

 

11 Our Savior freely gave himself 

To pay sin’s awful price; 

Now may our lives reflect his life 

Of love and sacrifice. 

Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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SERMON 

Main Points: 

 

 

 

One thing NEW I learned: 

 

 

 

What can I apply to my life? 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY Psalm 51:10–12  LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, you suffered and died to pay the penalty for our sins. 

As far as east is from the west, 

C So far have you removed our transgressions from us. 
P Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, teach us by your Spirit to forgive others as you have 

forgiven us. As far as east is from the west, 

C So far have you removed our transgressions from us. 
P Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, help us to walk in love as you loved us and gave 

yourself for us. As far as east is from the west, 

C So far have you removed our transgressions from us.  
P We lift to You Lord all those in need of prayer . . . Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy through Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen. 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; 

[Psalm 136]  LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the 

devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to 

celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD'S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 1 Corinthians 11:23–25  197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 

 

To our visitors: The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. John in 

the confession that not only bread and wine, but Jesus Christ’s 

very body and blood are given to us to eat and to drink for the 

forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our faith in Him and 

our union (communion) with one another. Our Lord invites to 

His table all those who believe His words, repent of all sin, and 

set aside all refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves 

us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. If this is 

your first time at St John or if you have not been instructed 

about the Lord’s Supper, we ask that you speak to the Pastor 

before participating in the Lord’s Supper 

For those who wish to take communion in their seat, please 

notify an usher or elder, and be seated near the center aisle. 

We offer either individual or common cup for the wine. 
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PEACE OF THE LORD - PAX DOMINI John 20:19  197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

LAMB OF GOD - AGNUS DEI John 1:29  LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN:   “JESUS, LEAD THOU ON” LSB 718 

 

 

 

Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–97, alt. 

Tune: Adam Drese, 1620–1701 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN:   “DRAW NEAR AND TAKE THE BODY OF THE LORD” LSB 637 

 

 

 

 

Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SONG OF SIMEON - NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29–32  LSB 199 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P For this purpose Christ came and for this purpose he died: to bring salvation to all. May the Lord who 

brought salvation to all through the cross bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you 

and be gracious unto you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you his peace.  

C Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

HYMN:   “NOT WHAT THESE HANDS HAVE DONE” LSB 567 

 

 
 

5 Thy grace alone, O God, 

    To me can pardon speak; 

Thy pow’r alone, O Son of God, 

    Can this sore bondage break. 

 

6 I bless the Christ of God, 

    I rest on love divine, 

And with unfalt’ring lip and heart 

    I call this Savior mine. 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89 
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Cross Purposes: A Series of Services for Lent and Holy Week, By Carol Geisler. © 2019 Creative Communications for the Parish, a division of 

Bayard, Inc., 1564 Fencorp Dr., Fenton, MO 63026. 800-325-9414. www.creativecommunications.com. All rights reserved. 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by 
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. 


