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AS WE GATHER 

“You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk 

by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.” (Deuteronomy 6:7) Teaching, and learning, God’s Word is 

something we should be doing every day. Jesus is the heart of the Bible; today we ask Him to be the heart of our teaching 

and learning. Teaching Christ is a privilege for each teacher in class, every parent at home, and all of us as we seek to 

teach others of our Lord by word and deed. Jesus is the heart of our teaching, and our prayer is that the Holy Spirit would 

open our hearts.

 

PRELUDE   “AMAZING GRACE” Adelaide Willis, Clarinet 
 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

HYMN:   “I WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF THE LIGHT” LSB 411 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are a Christian community called to worship and sent to serve,  

welcoming all to walk with Christ and grow in faith. 

Text and tune: Kathleen 

Thomerson, 1934 
Text and tune: © 1970, 

1975 Celebration. Used 

by permission: LSB 
Hymn License no. 

110004146 
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CONNECTED IN CHRIST LITANY Led by student Alex Koch 

L Jesus said, “I am the vine,” 

C and we are the branches. 
L We are connected in Christ our Savior, 

C to be set free from sin. 
L Connected in Christ our Teacher, 

C to be His disciples. 
L Connected into the love of Christ, 

C to overflow with joy. 
L Connected in Christ the vine, 

C to produce much fruit. 
L Jesus said, “I am the vine,” 

C and we are the branches, connected in Christ. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC Make Us One, St. John School Students 

Accompanied by student Andrea Campbell 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 32:1–2 

P God's Word tells us, "If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness." 
 

Silence for reflection. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 

ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY Luther's Morning Prayer 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
P Let us pray together: 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me 

this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin 

and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, 

my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 

power over me. Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 6:1–9 

Read by students Sofia Allen and Harper Heisner 

 

 1“Now this is the commandment, the statutes 

and the just decrees that the LORD your God 

commanded me to teach you, that you may do 

them in the land to which you are going over, to 

possess it, 2that you may fear the LORD your God, 

you and your son and your son’s son, by keeping 

all his statutes and his commandments, which I 

command you, all the days of your life, and that 

your days may be long. 3Hear therefore, O Israel, 

and be careful to do them, that it may go well with 

you, and that you may multiply greatly, as the 

LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, 

in a land flowing with milk and honey. 

 4“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD 

is one. 5You shall love the LORD your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

might. 6And these words that I command you 

today shall be on your heart. 7You shall teach them 

diligently to your children, and shall talk of them 

when you sit in your house, and when you walk by 

the way, and when you lie down, and when you 

rise. 8You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, 

and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 
9You shall write them on the doorposts of your 

house and on your gates.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING Galatians 5:13–18, 22–25 

Read by student Daniel Bahr 

 

 13For you were called to freedom, brothers. 

Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity 

for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 
14For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15But if you 

bite and devour one another, watch out that you 

are not consumed by one another. 

 16But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not 

gratify the desires of the flesh. 17For the desires of 

the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of 

the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are 

opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the 

things you want to do. 18But if you are led by the 

Spirit, you are not under the law. 

 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23gentleness, self-control; against such things there 

is no law. 24And those who belong to Christ Jesus 

have crucified the flesh with its passions and 

desires. 

 25If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the 

Spirit. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 15:1–11 

 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the 

vinedresser. 2Every branch of mine that does not 

bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that 

does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more 

fruit. 3Already you are clean because of the word 

that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in 

you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 

unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless 

you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the 

branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it 

is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can 

do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me he is 

thrown away like a branch and withers; and the 

branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 

burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide 

in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done 

for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you 

bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 
9As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. 

Abide in my love. 10If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as 

I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide 

in his love. 11These things I have spoken to you, 

that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may 

be full.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES' CREED Nicene Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into 

hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC Remain in Me, I Am the Vine; St. John School Students 

 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE Mrs. Plyler 

 

HYMN:   “IN CHRIST ALONE” OAR 241 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Tune: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974 

Text and tune: © 2002 Thankyou Music (PRS), admin. at CapitolCMGPublishing.com. Used by permission: CCLI no. 2606803 
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SERMON 

Main Points: 

 

 

 
 
One thing NEW I learned: 

 

 

 

What can I apply to my life? 

 

OFFERING School Handbell Choir 

 

LUTHERAN JUNIOR HONOR ASSOCIATION 

These students have been accepted into St. John’s new chapter: 

Sophia Coric 

Isaac Greene 

Andrea Campbell 

Sofia Allen 

Daniel Bahr 

Susanna Reed 

Eli Christ 

Alex Koch 

Makayla Mamot 

Elyse Redmond 

Adelaide Willis 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs. 

  

After each petition: 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

Final petition: 

P Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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HYMN:   “CHRIST BE MY LEADER” LSB 861 

 

 

 

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 

Tune: Irish 

Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004146 
Tune: Public domain 

 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. 

Copyright © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by 

Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

 
 

 

Sunday Services at 9:00 am; Wednesday at 7:00 pm 
 Ash Wednesday: Cross Examine  Wednesday, February 14 
 Week 1: Cross Out Sunday, February 18 / Wednesday, February 21 
 Week 2: Cross Road Sunday, February 25 / Wednesday, February 28 
 Week 3: Cross Walk Sunday, March 3 / Wednesday, March 6 
 Week 4: Cross Word Sunday, March 10 / Wednesday, March 13 
 Week 5: Cross Reference Sunday, March 17 / Wednesday, March 20 
 

Holy Week 
 Palm Sunday: Cross Purposes Sunday, March 24 
 Maundy Thursday: Cross Hairs Thursday, March 28 
 Good Friday: Cross Fire Friday, March 2 
 Easter Sunday: Cross Training Sunday, March 31 
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St. John Lutheran  

School Staff   2023-24 
 

Administrator Katie Gundell 

Pastor Michael Borgstede 

Admin. Assistant Terrie Licht 

Pre-K 3 Katie Marzano 

Pre-K 4 Jessica Chambers 

Kindergarten Heidi Sue McCormick 

1st Grade Adrienne Orlowski 

2nd Grade Kathleen Ward 

3rd Grade Julianne Kropczynski 

4th Grade Kristy Messing 

5th Grade  Anneliese Plyler 

6th Grade homeroom Connie Craig (Math, History) 

7th Grade homeroom Rick Lyons (Science, 

Religion, Technology, PE) 

8th Grade homeroom Erica Redmond (ELA) 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Aides Katelyn Pantano 
 Valerie Nicholas 
 Bekah Borgstede 
 Melanie Richards 

 Mary Redding  
Lunch Director Sandra Gannon  
K-5 Physical Education Sal Ciffa 

Art Bonnie Nevans 

Instrumental David Manth 

Piano Steve Parisi  

Voice Bill Cook 

Choirs Lacey Bahr, Bill Cook, 

Katie Gundell 

Latchkey Director Valerie Nicholas 

Latchkey Assistants Donna Black, Bekah 

Borgstede, Virginia Markel, 

Samantha North, Mary 

Redding, Jane Schulz, 

Sandy Watt 
 

 

 

 

 

The mission of St. John Lutheran School is to nurture children academically and 

spiritually toward a life of witness and service in Christ. 

Founded in 1846 
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