
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL The Baptism on Our Lord 

Wheatfield, New York January 7, 2024 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 

A new season in the Church Year begins today. Following Advent hope and Christmas joy in the Savior born for us, we enter 

Epiphany, which can be summed up with words such as revealing, shining forth, and manifestation. The Word we hear today is 

fitting as epiphanies are things the Lord has done since the beginning of time. The first creation was light shining forth on the first 

day. From that day of creation to the fall into sin to the first promise of the Savior, God has shone His light and enabled His 

people to see and know what is needed. As the time was right for Jesus to begin His earthly ministry, it began with His Baptism. 

With John the Baptist in the Jordan River, the Lord reveals and shines forth the manifestation of the Word made flesh for us when 

He says: “You are My beloved Son; with You I am well pleased” (Mark 1:11). 

 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

REMEMBERING OUR BAPTISM Romans 6:4, 36; Acts 2:38; Titus 3:5–6;  1 Corinthians 6:1; Mark 1:11 

P Do you this day in the presence of God and His people acknowledge the gifts that God gave you in your 

Baptism? C Yes, I do. 

P Do you renounce the devil, all his works and all his ways? C Yes, I renounce him. 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 

C Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 

C Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

C Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain true to God, Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 

C I do, by the power and grace of God. 
P We rejoice with thankful hearts in the gift of Baptism given to us through Jesus Christ. May He who has begun a 

good work in us, bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

C Thanks be to God. Amen. 

You are invited to come forward, dip your fingers into the water in the font, and make the sign of the cross to 

remember your baptism. 

P In Baptism we are clothed with the robe of Christ's righteousness that covers all our sin. St. Paul says, "Do you 

not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?" 

C We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 

the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

HYMN:   “I WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF THE LIGHT” LSB 411 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
P Let us pray together: 

C Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and 

anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your 

children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

We are a Christian community called to worship and sent to serve,  

welcoming all to walk with Christ and grow in faith. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 1:1–5 

 1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 

earth. 2The earth was without form and void, and 

darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit 

of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

 3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was 

light. 4And God saw that the light was good. And God 

separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the 

light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there 

was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 6:1–11 

 1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin 

that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we 

who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that 

all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death? 4We were buried 

therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, 

just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 

the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

 5For if we have been united with him in a death like 

his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 

resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was 

crucified with him in order that the body of sin might 

be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be 

enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set 

free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we 

believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that 

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; 

death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the 

death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he 

lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider 

yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:4–11 
4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country of Judea and 

all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being 

baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and 

wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and 

wild honey. 7And he preached, saying, “After me 

comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose 

sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I 

have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit.” 

 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee 

and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And when 

he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the 

heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like 

a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my 

beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN:   “TO JORDAN’S RIVER CAME OUR LORD” LSB 405 

 

SERMON 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

Lord of all creation, You spoke all creation into being, beginning with light. In this Epiphany season and all our 

days, grant us faith to see the light of Your providing hand, the guidance of the light of Your Word, and our 

Savior as the light of the world. Help us to shine Your light of truth and grace to this dark world, that others may 

know You and rejoice in Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Lord of all grace, though our many sins and shortcomings weigh heavy on our hearts, You come to us in Your 

means of grace and give new life. Help us to daily remember our Baptism and to daily rejoice in our identity as 

Your own children and part of Your family. With Christ as the head, bless this family of believers within Your 

Church that through worship and fellowship all may be blessed with encouragement, support, service, and a zeal 

for growing in and sharing Your Word. Bless all families and homes that parents and children may remain 

steadfast in faith, trusting in You above all things. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Lord of all comfort, following the Baptism of Jesus He would seek the lost, heal the sick, and show compassion 

to all. Enable us in boldness and confidence to proclaim the wonders of Him who has called us out of darkness 

and into Your marvelous light. Use our words and actions to be a blessing to others. For those who are sick and 

suffering, grant Your continued presence and healing according to Your will, [especially . . .]. Grant patience in 

trials, peace in afflictions, and hope in Your promises now and eternally. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 

OFFERING 

SACRAMENT 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for at His Baptism Your voice from heaven 

revealed Him as Your beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit descended on Him, confirming Him to be the Christ. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9, LSB  161, sung 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke 

it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 

remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection 

from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your 

kingdom and teach us to pray: 

LORD'S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

PEACE OF THE LORD - PAX DOMINI John 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Thanks be to God. 

To our visitors: The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. John in 

the confession that not only bread and wine, but Jesus Christ’s 

very body and blood are given to us to eat and to drink for the 

forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our faith in Him and 

our union (communion) with one another. Our Lord invites to 

His table all those who believe His words, repent of all sin, and 

set aside all refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves 

us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. If this is 

your first time at St John or have not been instructed about the 

Lord’s Supper, we ask that you speak to the Pastor before 

participating in the Lord’s Supper 

For those who wish to take communion in their seat, please 

notify an usher or elder, and be seated near the center aisle. 

We offer either individual or common cup for the wine. 
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LAMB OF GOD - AGNUS DEI John 1:29, LSB  163, sung 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

HYMN:   “WE THREE KINGS”    Text: John H. Hopkins, Jr., 1857, Public domain 

1 We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we 

traverse afar, 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, 

following yonder star. 

 

Ref O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal 

beauty bright, 

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to 

thy perfect light. 

 

2 Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, gold I bring 

to crown him again, 

King forever, ceasing never, over us all to 

reign.  Refrain 

 

3 Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a 

Deity nigh; 

prayer and praising, voices raising, worshiping 

God on high.  Refrain 

 

4 Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a 

life of gathering gloom; 

sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in 

the stone-cold tomb.  Refrain 

 

5 Glorious now behold him arise; King and God 

and sacrifice: 

Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds through the earth 

and skies.  Refrain 

HYMN:   “ALL CHRISTIANS WHO HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED” LSB 596 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 

that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward 

one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. C Amen. 

SONG OF SIMEON - NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29–32  LSB 165 

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people: 

A light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. C Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HYMN:   “GOD’S OWN CHILD, I GLADLY SAY IT” LSB 594 
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