ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL Reformation Day
Wheatfield, New York October 29, 2023

We are a Christian community called to worship and sent to serve,
welcoming all to walk with Christ and grow in faith.

AS WE GATHER
Reformation is a day to remember and celebrate that the Church founded by Jesus Christ is a living entity. Through the
centuries, God has shaped the Church and then reshaped it, again and again, so that every generation may experience the
Gospel in language it can understand. Throughout these changes, God has preserved His Word and Sacraments. Like the
Church, we as individuals are in the process of being shaped by God. We are the clay. God is the potter. And just as He
created us and all things, so one day in Christ will we and all things be re-created, and all that is now misshapen or
broken will be restored.

PRELUDE EIN FESTE BURG IST UNSER GOTT, Organ; A Mighty Fortress Is Our God, Handbells
RANDOM RING Handbells
WELCOME & INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20
(P} We gather in the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
HYMN: “A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD” LSB 656

Words are on the screen, for music use the hymnal (dark red) in the rack in front of your seat.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 1 John 1:8-9; John 20:19-23
(P God's Word tells us, "If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness."'

Silence for reflection. :'ll Wil
cwme@%
(P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. “"‘"“““"‘“"”““?
9
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and L“R” N

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by -NBE"’ forgave
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not llm Suilg or
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as my sinn.
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. Psalm 22:5, NIV
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the -}« Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



THIS IS THE FEAST Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9 LSB 155
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.

Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P] Let us pray.
Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in
Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, and
grant to Your Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



FIRST READING Revelation 14:6-7

Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell
on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. “And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and
give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the
sea and the springs of water.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 3:19-28

*Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth
may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 2°For by works of the law no human
being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.

Z1But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the
Prophets bear witness to it— #’the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For
there is no distinction: Z*for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, #*and are justified by his grace
as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 2>whom God put forward as a propitiation by his
blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he
had passed over former sins. %It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just
and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

2'Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by
the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word

HOLY GOSPEL John 8:31-36

3180 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples,
32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” **They answered him, “We are offspring of
Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”

%Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. *The slave
does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. **So if the Son sets you free, you will be free
indeed.”

(P) This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism
for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life ~}- of the world to
come. Amen.



CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

HYMN:

“THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION” LSB 644

SERMON

Main Points:

One thing NEW I learned: What can | apply to my life?

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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Friends in Christ, | urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as Christ our Lord has
taught us and freely promised to hear us.

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and grant us grace that
Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word
and the fervent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn us from our foolish ways to walk in Your
wisdom. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all those who are blinded and bound in the devil’s
kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith, that the number of the redeemed may be increased.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the midst of both good
and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will.
Into Your merciful hands we commend [names . . . and] all who are in need, praying for them at all
times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in You to provide for
all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us, so that our hearts may be at peace,
relationships restored and we may rejoice in a good conscience before You. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to resist our sinful desires, turn from the
world and its ways, and overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and forever. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
(P] We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY Prelude on Thaxted: We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God, Handbells




THE LORD'S SUPPER

To our visitors: The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. John in the
confession that not only bread and wine, but Jesus Christ’s very body
and blood are given to us to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of our
sins and to strengthen our faith in Him and our union (communion)
with one another. Our Lord invites to His table all those who believe
His words, repent of all sin, and set aside all refusal to forgive and
love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death

PREFACE . until He comes. If this is your first time at St John or if you have not
(P} The Lord be with you. been instructed about the Lord’s Supper, we ask that you speak to the
And also with you. Pastor before participating in the Lord’s Supper
(P] Lift up your hearts. For those who wish to take communion in their seat, please notify
We lift them to the Lord an usher or elder, and be seated near the center aisle. We offer

. ) either individual or common cup for the wine.
(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. P
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

()

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death
and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

HOLX, HOLY, HOLY - SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9, LSB 161
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LORD'S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *}-
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26
(P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

PEACE OF THE LORD - PAX DOMINI John 20:19
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Thanks be to God.

LAME OF GOD - AGNUS DEI John 1:29, LSB 163
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
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“THIS IS MY BODY ...
THIS IS MY BLOOD."

. MATTHEW 26:26. 28




HYMN:

DISTRIBUTION

“SALVATION UNTO US HAS COME”
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by their works gain heav - en. The Law is but a
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Christ a - lone, Who did for all the
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world a - tone; He is our one Re - deem - er
Law re - quires, And lost is our con - di - tion.
sin to  light That lurks with - in  our na - ture.
guile - ful heart—  So deep is our cor - rup - tion.
and sup - ply The proof that faith is liv - ing.

Text: Paul Speratus, 1484-1551; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg
Text and tune: Public domain

LSB 555



HYle\)I: “DEAR CHRISTIANS, ONE AND ALL, REJOICE” LSB 556

o
[ 4%

\ 4 L \
N I I [ & N1 I P I I ]

S ===
l_g—! -‘!

1 Dear Chris-tians, one and all, re - joice, With ex - ul - ta - tion
2 Fast bound in Sa-tan’schains I  lay; Death brood-ed dark - ly
4 But God had seen my wretch-ed state Be - fore the world’s foun-
5 God said to His be - lov-ed Son: “It’s time to have com-
7 To me He said:“Stayclose to Me, I am your rock and
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spring-ing, And with u - nit - ed heart and voice And ho - ly

o'er me. Sin was my tor - ment night and day; In sin m
da - tion, And mind-ful of His mer-cies great, He planned for
pas - sion. Then go, brightjew - el of My crown, And bring to
cas - tle. Your ran-som I My -self will be; For you 1
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rap - ture sing - ing, Pro-claim the won-ders God has done, How
moth-er bore me. But dai -1ly deep-er stil I fell; My

my sal-va - tion. He turned to me a fa - ther’s heart; He

all sal - va - tion. From sin and sor - row set them free; Slay
striveand wres - tle. For I am yours, and you are Mine, And
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His right arm the vic-t’ry won. What price our ran-som cost Him!
life be-came a liv-ing hell, So firm-ly sin pos-sessed me.
did not choose the eas -y part But gave His dear - est trea - sure.

bit - ter death for them that they May live with You for-ev - er.
where I am you may re-main;The foe shall not di-vide us.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800-87, alt.
Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg
Text and tune: Public domain

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

(P} We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26

(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -~ give you peace.
Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
HYMN: “WE PRAISE YOU AND ACKNOWLEDGE YOU, O GOD” LSB 941
POSTLUDE We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God
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