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AS WE GATHER 
The word mentor can be both a noun describing a trusted counselor or a verb meaning to guide someone in new 
learning. The word originally was the name of a person from classical literature: Mentor was a friend of the Greek 
hero Odysseus who was entrusted with the education of his son Telemachus. You may have had special mentors 
throughout your life. We are reminded that Jesus our Lord is our best and most devoted mentor. A well-loved hymn 
by German writer Sigismund von Birken begins with these words: “Let us ever walk with Jesus, follow His example 
pure” (LSB 685:1). Jesus is our merciful mentor who gently leads us day by day along the path that leads to eternal 
life. We follow gladly in His footsteps! 

 

WELCOME & INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P We gather in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 65:1–4 
P Praise is due to You, O God, in Zion, 
C and to You shall vows be performed. 
  
P O You who hears prayer, to You shall all flesh come. 
C When iniquities prevail against me, You atone for our transgressions. 
  
P Blessed is the one You choose and bring near, to dwell in Your courts! 
C We shall be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, the holiness of Your temple! 

HYMN   “LORD, TAKE MY HAND AND LEAD ME” LSB 722 

 

 

 

 
Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825–1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: P. Friedrich Silcher, 1789–1860 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004146 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 

We are a Christian community called to worship and sent to serve,  
welcoming all to walk with Christ and grow in faith. 
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CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 1 John 1:8–9; John 20:19-23 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
  
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

KYRIE Mark 10:47  LSB 152 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 
  
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
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THIS IS THE FEAST Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9  LSB 155 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray together: 
C Almighty and everlasting God, You guide us and prepare us to be Your witnesses in the world to 

share Your love for us in Jesus Christ. Grant us hearts made right by the working of the Holy 
Spirit within us that we may joyfully offer to You our service in whatever way You design for our 
lives. This we ask through Jesus, our Lord and our Redeemer. Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 33:7–9 

 7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman 
for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word 
from my mouth, you shall give them warning from 
me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you 
shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the 
wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person 

shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require 
at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn 
from his way, and he does not turn from his way, 
that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will 
have delivered your soul.” 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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NEW TESTAMENT READER Romans 13:1–10 
 1Let every person be subject to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority except from 
God, and those that exist have been instituted by 
God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities 
resists what God has appointed, and those who 
resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a 
terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you 
have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then 
do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 
4for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you 
do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword 
in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger 
who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 
5Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to 
avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of 
conscience. 6For the same reason you also pay 

taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, 
attending to this very thing. 7Pay to all what is 
owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, 
revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to 
whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is 
owed. 
 8Owe no one anything, except to love each 
other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled 
the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not 
commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall 
not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word: “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does 
no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the 
fulfilling of the law. 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:1–20 
 1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, 
“Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 
2And calling to him a child, he put him in the 
midst of them 3and said, “Truly, I say to you, 
unless you turn and become like children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever 
humbles himself like this child is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven. 
 5“Whoever receives one such child in my name 
receives me, 6but whoever causes one of these 
little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be 
better for him to have a great millstone fastened 
around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of 
the sea. 
 7“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it 
is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the 
one by whom the temptation comes! 8And if your 
hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and 
throw it away. It is better for you to enter life 
crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet 
to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9And if your eye 
causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It 
is better for you to enter life with one eye than 
with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire. 
 10“See that you do not despise one of these little 
ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels 

always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 
11For the Son of Man came to save the lost. 12What 
do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and 
one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the 
ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of 
the one that went astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, 
I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the 
ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So it is not 
the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of 
these little ones should perish. 
 15“If your brother sins against you, go and tell 
him his fault, between you and him alone. If he 
listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16But 
if he does not listen, take one or two others along 
with you, that every charge may be established by 
the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If he 
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And 
if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be 
to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly, I 
say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again I say to you, if 
two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, 
it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 
20For where two or three are gathered in my name, 
there am I among them.” 

  
P This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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NICENE CREED 
C    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 

and invisible. 
   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 
   And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 
for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to 
come. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

 
HYMN   “CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER” LSB 725 

 

 

 
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832–1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870–1958 
Tune: Lofsånger och andeliga wisor, 1873, Sweden 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: Public domain 

 
SERMON 

 Sermon Notes 

Main Points: 
 
 
 

One thing NEW I learned: 
 
 
 

What can I apply to my life? 
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OFFERING 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 
We pray for the whole Church, that through it the goodness of God may be shared. And we pray for 
those who lead the Church, that, mentored by Your mercy, they do so with devotion and humility.  
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P We pray for the nations of the world, asking that voices that call for peace be heard and that the rich 

bounty of creation be carefully nurtured and thoughtfully shared. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P We pray for our families and everyone in them. Remove any sense of envy from among all of us, Lord, 

that we rejoice in the gifts You have given to each of us. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P We pray for those whose work is dangerous and for those who feel that what they are doing is not 

noticed by others. Grant a sense of satisfaction to all people in their various vocations, that together we 
rejoice in times of prosperity and, in times of adversity, be of support to one another. Bless those 
engaged in works of Christian mercy. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P We pray for those whose lives know burdens and challenges, whose petitions are joined with ours. This 

day we commend to Your care [names, and] all Your children who are in need of prayer.  
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P We pray that our offerings given here this day be sacrifices acceptable to You, O Lord, and that, with 

Your blessing, they find holy usage to Your glory. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P With gratitude, we remember those who have completed their earthly journeys and who by faith now 

rejoice in Your presence. Grant that their memory among us be blessed. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P These things and whatsoever else we should have asked of You, grant us by Your mercy, O God, for the 

sake of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. 
C Amen. 
 
 

LORD'S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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HYMN   “SENT FORTH BY GOD’S BLESSING” LSB 643 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt. 
Tune: Welsh 
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004146 
Tune: Public domain 
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