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AS WE GATHER
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We are a Christian community called to worship and sent to serve,
welcoming all to walk with Christ and grow in faith.

September 3, 2023

“Your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart” (Jeremiah 15:16). The prophet Jeremiah did not praise
God with such words because his life was super easy. No, Jeremiah rejoiced in the Lord even as his life had plenty of
problems. Why such delight in difficulty? Surrounded by evil in this world, like Jeremiah, we cling to the God who is
good, learning to trust His Word as the means by which we receive His deliverance from our enemies of sin and death.

The living, active, delightful voice of our Savior guarantees His ongoing presence in our life. Because of this, we

rejoice! As we gather in the presence of Jesus this day, let us echo Jeremiah’s anthem of praise: “Your words became
to me a joy and the delight of my heart!”

WELCOME & INVOCATION

(P) We gather in the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES

(P) Delight yourself in the LORD,
and He will give you the desires of your heart.
(P} Commit your way to the LORD;
trust in Him, and He will act.
(P} Turn away from evil and do good;
so shall you dwell forever.
(P} For the Lord loves justice;
he will not forsake his saints.
HYMN “IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST | GLORY”
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Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872 Tune: Ithamar Conkey, 1815-67 Text and tune: Public domain
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

(P] Since we are gathered to delight ourselves in the Word of God and to assemble as one
family around His Table, let us with repentant hearts confess our sins before our
heavenly Father, seeking His forgiveness in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

(We pause for a moment of silent prayer and confession.)

Matthew 28:19b; 18:20

Psalm 37:4-5, 27-28
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Jeremiah 15:20b



O Lord our God, hear us as we pray:

We confess that we have not walked in Your faithfulness, turning away from You when we
should be turning toward You.

Father, forgive us.

Our love has not been genuine. We have not overcome evil with good.

Have mercy upon us, Lord Jesus.

The grace You tell us to share with both our friends and our enemies

is the mercy we also need.

Renew us, Spirit of truth.

Remove our transgressions from us so that we may live as those who have been called by
Your name, delighting in Your goodness to us in Christ. Amen.

“l am with you to save you and deliver you,” declares the Lord. Through Jesus Christ—crucified,
risen, and coming again—you have been delivered from your enemies of sin, death, and the devil.
Keep His saving, steadfast love before your eyes and walk by faith in His promises. As one called
to be your pastor and commissioned by Jesus to deliver the delight of His Word, | forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

KYRIE Mark 10:47 LSB 204
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

GLOIZIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14, John 1:29 LSB 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;

2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0} Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,

Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’'n-ly King.

Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—

In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.
Text: Stephen P. Starke

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray together:

Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross to redeem
His enemies and make them His friends. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily
and follow Him wherever He leads; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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OLD TESTAMENT READING

50 Lorp, you know;
remember me and visit me,
and take vengeance for me on my
persecutors.
In your forbearance take me not away;
know that for your sake | bear reproach.
18y our words were found, and | ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart,
for I am called by your name,
O LoRD, God of hosts.
71 did not sit in the company of revelers,
nor did I rejoice;
I sat alone, because your hand was upon me,
for you had filled me with indignation.
B\Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?
Will you be to me like a deceitful brook,

This is the Word of the Lord.

NEW TESTAMENT READING

%Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold
fast to what is good. °Love one another with
brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing
honor. 1'Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in
spirit, serve the Lord. ?Rejoice in hope, be patient
in tribulation, be constant in prayer. *Contribute
to the needs of the saints and seek to show
hospitality.

14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do
not curse them. ®Rejoice with those who rejoice,
weep with those who weep. ®Live in harmony
with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate

This is the Word of the Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL

2IFrom that time Jesus began to show his
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer
many things from the elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be
raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord!
This shall never happen to you.” 2But he turned
and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are
a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your
mind on the things of God, but on the things of
man.”

24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone
would come after me, let him deny himself and

(P} This is the Gospel of our Lord.

Jeremiah 15:15-21
like waters that fail?
¥Therefore thus says the LORD:
“If you return, | will restore you,
and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious, and not what is
worthless,
you shall be as my mouth.
They shall turn to you,
but you shall not turn to them.
2And | will make you to this people
a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you,
for 1 am with you
to save you and deliver you,
declares the LORD.
21| will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,
and redeem you from the grasp of the
ruthless.”

Thanks be to God.

Romans 12:9-21
with the lowly. Never be conceited. ’Repay no
one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is
honorable in the sight of all. 8If possible, so far as
it depends on you, live peaceably with all.
®Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to
the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is
mine, | will repay, says the Lord.” ?To the
contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he
is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so
doing you will heap burning coals on his head.”
21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil
with good.

Thanks be to God.

Matthew 16:21-28
take up his cross and follow me. 2For whoever
would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses
his life for my sake will find it. 2For what will it
profit a man if he gains the whole world and
forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in return
for his life? 2’For the Son of Man is going to come
with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then
he will repay each person according to what he has
done. #Truly, | say to you, there are some
standing here who will not taste death until they
see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

Praise to You, O Christ.



NICENE CREED

and invisible.

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism
for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life -~ of the world to

come. Amen.
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872 Text and tune: Public domain
SERMON

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(P} Rejoicing in God’s promise to hear our prayers, we delight ourselves in Him, even in the

difficulties of life. Together let us give voice to our constant prayers.

Heavenly Father, You alone have the power to redeem Your enemies and make them
friends. In the mercy of Jesus, who has claimed us as His own, enable us to show love to
our enemies, heaping Your grace upon them. As You have loved us even though we
never deserve it, help us to do the same to others in our lives. In Your love, O Lord,

help us to love as You have first loved us.

(P} Lord Jesus, our hearts delight in Your goodness despite the evil of this fallen world. You
entered into our midst because of Your mission to seek and save the lost. We join with
You in this mission, Lord, commissioned by Your Gospel to make known among the
nations what You have done. Restore us, renew us, and lead us! We delight in the new
life You have given to all who trust in You. In Your joy, O Lord,

help us to rejoice in all things.
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Spirit of truth, You resuscitate what is dead, mend what is broken, and overcome what is
evil with the goodness found only in You. Turn us again and again to Your mercy that
we, having received it from You, may then extend it to others. Work mightily through
each of us in our vocations at church, home, work, and society. Fill the hearts and minds
of all who need Your wisdom and discernment, equipping them for the challenges they
face. Through it all, instill in us Your peace to guard our hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus. In Your peace, O Lord,

help us to be peacemakers.

Be near to those who are broken in heart, body, and mind. Comfort the lonely and renew
the spirit of those who despair. Clothe the naked and shelter the homeless. Let those who
walk through the desert of difficulty discover the oasis of Your living water. Hear the
prayers we offer for those in our family of faith who need Your healing mercies,
[including . . .]. Your caring love for us is genuine and eternal. In Your care, O Lord,

help us to care for others.
(P) To You, gracious Father, be all the glory, honor, and praise, in Christ Jesus and in the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
OFFERING
THE LORD’S SUPPER To our visitors: The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. John in the
(P} The Lord be with you. confession that not only bread and wine, but Jesus Christ’s very body
And also with you. and blood are given to us to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of our
P) Lift up your hearts. sins and to strengthen our faith in Him and our union (communion)
We lift them to the Lord. with one another. Our Lord invites to His table all those who believe
@ L . hank he Lord God His words, repent of all sin, and set aside all refusal to forgive and
e_t US_ givet a_n S tO_ the Lord our God. . love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death
It is right to give Him thanks and praise. | until He comes. If this is your first time at St John or have not been
(P] Itistruly good, right, and salutary that we instructed about the Lord’s Supper, we ask that you speak to the
should at all times and in all places give Pastor before participating in the Lord’s Supper

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who delivers us from death and the grave so that we
may take up our cross and delight in You. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious hame, evermore praising You and saying:

HOLX, HOLY, HOLY - SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9 LSB 208
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-1ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Text: Stephen P. Starke



LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My ~I-
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He
took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My ~I+ blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Matthew 6:9-13

PEACE OF THE LORD - PAX DOMINI John 20:19
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Thanks be to God.
LAMB OF GOD - AGNUS DEI John 1:29 LSB 210
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we  pray.
Text: Stephen P. Starke
DISTRIBUTION
HYMN: “I COME, O SAVIOR, TO THY TABLE” LSB 618
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Lord, may Thy bod -y and Thy blood Be for my soul the high-estgood!

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677-1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004146 Tune: Public domain
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HYMN: “THINE THE AMEN, THINE THE PRAISE”
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sigh-ing gone
liv - ing Thine
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splen-dor Thine

the cup is
the lov - ing

the bright - ness

lift - ed up
the dy - ing what was loss
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in - creas -ing at Thy feast
on - ly Thee

lift-ed  up.

lift-ed high.
ev - er - more.
at Thy feast.
on-ly Thee.

LSB 680

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926-2009 Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929 Text and tune: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission:

LSB Hymn License no. 1
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

(P) Letus pray. O God the Father, the source of all goodness, who in perfect love sent Your
only-begotten Son into this world to deliver us, we delight in the mercy we have here
received. Thank You for the sacred sharing of His body and blood and for the joy that is

7



ours in Christ, even amid the difficulties of this life. As we have received, so may we
give, extending to others the grace You have for all; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
BENEDICTION
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.
Amen.
HYMN: “LET US EVER WALK WITH JESUS”
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That would lead us in - to sin; And the grave that
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hope and love, Let wus do the
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Fa - ther’s bid-ding. Faith- ful
Shall give way to mirth here - af - ter. Je - sus,
Shall but prove the gate to heav-en. Je - sus,
Liv - ing there with You for - ev - er. Je - sus,
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Lord, with me a - bide; I shall fol - low where You guide.
here I share Your woe; Help me there Your joy to know.
here with You I die, There to live with You on high.
let me faith - ful be, Life e - ter - nal grant to  me.

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent.
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004146 Tune: Public domain
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