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AS WE GATHER 
The Epiphany season continues to illuminate the miracle of Christmas shining its light forward to the goal and 
purpose of Christ’s coming to us in the flesh. That purpose is the salvation of the world through the forgiveness 
of our sins. That forgiveness can and will happen only through the sacrifice on Christ’s cross. As often as we 
Christians have heard this Gospel and believe it, however, the more often we tend to forget that this knowledge, 
this faith, remains a hidden mystery to the world, which ignores, rejects, or explains away “Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified.” Many really don’t get it! Yet, here through the Divine Word and Sacraments, God the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, enlightens minds and hearts to a spiritual epiphany. 

 
 
WELCOME & INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

THE PEOPLE THAT IN DARKNESS SAT LSB 412 

 

 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Matthew 5:16 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 
who is in heaven.” Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 

We are a Christian community called to worship and sent to serve,  
welcoming all to walk with Christ and grow in faith. 
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THE PEOPLE THAT IN DARKNESS SAT LSB 412 

 

 

 
Text: John Morison, 1749–98, alt.  Tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561  Text and tune: Public domain 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray together: 
C Gracious God, by Your light of grace shining in our hearts and the witness of the cross of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ; inspire in us a faith that is alive and glorifies You in all we say and do; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 58:3–9a 
3“‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? 
 Why have we humbled ourselves, and you 
take no knowledge of it?’ 
Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own 
pleasure, 
 and oppress all your workers. 
4Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
 and to hit with a wicked fist. 
Fasting like yours this day 
 will not make your voice to be heard on high. 
5Is such the fast that I choose, 
 a day for a person to humble himself? 
Is it to bow down his head like a reed, 
 and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? 
Will you call this a fast, 
 and a day acceptable to the LORD? 

6“Is not this the fast that I choose: 
 to loose the bonds of wickedness, 
 to undo the straps of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
 and to break every yoke? 
7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 
 and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover him, 
 and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 
8Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, 
 and your healing shall spring up speedily; 
your righteousness shall go before you; 
 the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
9Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 
 you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’” 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 1 Corinthians 2:1–16 
 1And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not 
come proclaiming to you the testimony of God 
with lofty speech or wisdom. 2For I decided to 
know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and 
him crucified. 3And I was with you in weakness 
and in fear and much trembling, 4and my speech 
and my message were not in plausible words of 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 

power, 5that your faith might not rest in the 
wisdom of men but in the power of God. 
 6Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, 
although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the 
rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 
7But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of 
God, which God decreed before the ages for our 
glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood 
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this, for if they had, they would not have crucified 
the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
 nor the heart of man imagined, 
what God has prepared for those who love 
him”— 

10these things God has revealed to us through the 
Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the 
depths of God. 11For who knows a person’s 
thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is 
in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts 
of God except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have 
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 

who is from God, that we might understand the 
things freely given us by God. 13And we impart 
this in words not taught by human wisdom but 
taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to 
those who are spiritual. 
 14The natural person does not accept the things 
of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and 
he is not able to understand them because they are 
spiritually discerned. 15The spiritual person judges 
all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 
16“For who has understood the mind of the Lord so 
as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of 
Christ. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:13–20 
 13[Jesus said:] “You are the salt of the earth, but 
if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything except 
to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. 
 14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a 
hill cannot be hidden. 15Nor do people light a lamp 
and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it 
gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, so that they may 
see your good works and give glory to your Father 
who is in heaven. 
 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the 
Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 

them but to fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to you, 
until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a 
dot, will pass from the Law until all is 
accomplished. 19Therefore whoever relaxes one of 
the least of these commandments and teaches 
others to do the same will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and 
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom 
of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your 
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven.” 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord.  C Praise to You, O Christ. 

NICENE CREED 
C    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 

and invisible. 
   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 
   And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 
for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to 
come. Amen. 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
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THY STRONG WORD LSB 578 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76  Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869–1944  Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110004146  Tune: Public domain 

TEACHING FROM GOD’S WORD Message Notes 

Main Points: 
 
 
 
 
 
One thing NEW I learned: 
 
 
 
 
 

What can I apply to my life? 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

Brief silence 

P Almighty God, You delight to loose the bonds of wickedness and undo the straps of the heavy yoke, that 
freed from sin’s bondage, we may gladly receive Your blessings. Preserve us from the lies of the evil 
one, and give us thankful hearts to rejoice that You are the Giver of all good gifts. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Merciful God, preserve Your Church by Your life-giving Word. Open the lips of Your called servants to 

declare Your just decrees and store them up in the hearts of Your people, that we may delight in Your 
promises and abound in good works. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P O Lord, give wisdom and courage to parents as they teach their children Your ways. Make our homes 

places of peace in a quarrelsome, self-seeking world. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Heavenly Father, You declare that a "young man may keep his way pure by guarding it according to 

Your Word". Protect children and youth against the siren calls of the devil, the world and their own 
sinful nature. Grant delight in Your testimonies as and the true blessings they bring. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Almighty God, according to Your wisdom You establish rulers of this age for a time. Remember our 

president, our governors and all those You have placed in authority, that they might fulfill their duties 
with wisdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Holy Father, cause healing to spring up speedily for the sake of Your Son. Have mercy upon those who 

suffer afflictions of sin in mind and body [especially . . .] Where You permit trial to remain, preserve 
Your people in faith until the day when Your light breaks forth like the dawn. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P O God, giver of all good things, be with those who commune this day, that Christ, whose righteousness 

goes before us and whose glory is our rearguard, would visit His people at the altar, Your table, with 
grace and salvation, Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Holy Spirit, that delivered from the spirit of this world, we 

may hold fast in faith to what You freely give us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

OFFERING 

THE LORD'S SUPPER 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we 

should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had 
been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. 
In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your 
glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

To our visitors: The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. John in the 
confession that not only bread and wine, but Jesus Christ’s very body 
and blood are given to us to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of our 
sins and to strengthen our faith in Him and our union (communion) 
with one another. Our Lord invites to His table all those who believe 
His words, repent of all sin, and set aside all refusal to forgive and 
love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 
until He comes. If this is your first time at St John or have not been 
instructed about the Lord’s Supper, we ask that you speak to the 
Pastor before participating in the Lord’s Supper 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
P Taught by our LORD and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.” 

PEACE OF THE LORD - PAX DOMINI John 20:19 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Thanks be to God. 

LAMB OF GOD - AGNUS DEI John 1:29  LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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DISTRIBUTION 

O WORD OF GOD INCARNATE LSB 523 

 

 

 

 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt.  Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen  Text and tune: Public domain 

MAY WE THY PRECEPTS, LORD, FULFILL LSB 698 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Osler, 1798–1863, alt.  Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872  Text and tune: Public domain 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST I GLORY LSB 427 

 

 

 
Text: John Bowring, 1792–1872  Tune: Ithamar Conkey, 1815–67  Text and tune: Public domain 
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