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BLESSED FOR LIFE Sanctity of Life Sunday 2023 

“When someone struggles with the overwhelming guilt of a past sin, like abortion, repentance and reconciliation are the 
only source of relief. There is hope! ‘If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Through all our days, the Lord never leaves us nor forsakes us. He is a patient 
God, waiting and wanting all to come to repentance and be saved.” Deaconess Pamela Buhler and Deaconess Chrissie 
Gillet, Word of Hope – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 

 
 

WELCOME & INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

HYMN:   “O BLESS THE LORD, MY SOUL” LSB 814 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748  Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76  Text and tune: Public domain 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P I said, “O Lord, be gracious to me; heal me, for I have sinned against you!      Psalm 41:4 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 
P His heart gathers iniquity; when he goes out, he tells it abroad.      Psalm 41:6 
C We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 

have left undone. 
P Even my close friend in whom I trusted, who ate my bread, has lifted his heel against me.      Psalm 41:9 
C We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
P They say, “A deadly thing is poured out on him; he will not rise again from where he lies.”      
           Psalm 41:8 
C We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
P But you, O Lord, be gracious to me, and raise me up.      Psalm 41:10 
C For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us. 
P By this I know that you delight in me: my enemy will not shout in triumph over me.  Psalm 41:11 
C Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
P You have upheld me because of my integrity, and set me in your presence forever. Blessed be the Lord, 

the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting!      Psalm 41:12-13 
C so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your Holy name. Amen. 
P Blessed is the one who considers the poor. In the day of trouble the Lord delivers him; the Lord protects 

him and keeps him alive. Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.      Psalm 41:1-2 

C Amen. 

We are a Christian community called to worship and sent to serve,  
welcoming all to walk with Christ and grow in faith. 
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KYRIE Mark 10:47  LSB 204 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29  LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray together: 
C Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your children many blessings even though we are 

undeserving. In every trial and temptation, grant us steadfast confidence in Your loving-kindness 
and mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 1:26–31a 
 26Then God said, “Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness. And let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over the livestock and 
over all the earth and over every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth.” 

27So God created man in his own image, 
 in the image of God he created him; 
 male and female he created them. 

 28And God blessed them. And God said to them, 
“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the 

sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 
every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29And 
God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant 
yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, 
and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have 
them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth 
and to every bird of the heavens and to everything 
that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 
breath of life, I have given every green plant for 
food.” And it was so. 31And God saw everything 
that he had made, and behold, it was very good. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 
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NEW TESTAMENT READING Ephesians 1:3–10 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
4even as he chose us in him before the foundation 
of the world, that we should be holy and blameless 
before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption 
as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the 
purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious 
grace, with which he has blessed us in the 

Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according 
to the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon 
us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us 
the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, 
which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things 
in heaven and things on earth. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL READING Matthew 5:1–12 
1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the 
mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. 
2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit,  

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn,  

for they shall be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek,  

for they shall inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful,  

for they shall receive mercy. 

 8“Blessed are the pure in heart,  
for they shall see God. 

 9“Blessed are the peacemakers,  
for they shall be called sons of God. 

 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for so they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord.  C Praise to You, O Christ. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
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HYMN:   “GOD MOVES IN A MYSTERIOUS WAY” LSB 765 

 

 

 
Text: William Cowper, 1731–1800, alt.  Tune: The CL Psalmes of David, 1615, Edinburgh  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

TEACHING FROM GOD’S WORD Message Notes 

Main Points: 
 
 
 
 
 
One thing NEW I learned: 
 
 
 
 
 

What can I apply to my life? 

 
OFFERING 

 
HYMN:   “WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN” LSB 781 

 

 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97  Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89  Text and tune: Public domain 
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PRAYERS 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

Brief Silence 
P Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Heavenly Father, grant us all humility 

to recognize the sanctity of every human life You have created, redeemed, and called as Your own 
precious treasure and to receive each neighbor as a gift and privilege. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Let us speak Your grace and show Your 

forgiveness to any whose hearts have been broken by direct or indirect involvement in any violence 
against the sanctity of life, that they may turn to You in trust. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. By our witness and assistance, deliver from death, 

deception, and despair those facing the brokenness of life and the disregard of the unborn, disabled, less 
fortunate, terminally ill and all who are considered unwanted by our society. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. In our time, in our 

land, and the world over, bring an end to murder, hatred, violence and all ways we misuse and abuse 
Your gift of life of all creation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. Guide the minds and hands of medical 

professionals to serve as instruments of Your saving and healing care; and especially do we implore 
Your visitation and intervention to relieve the afflictions of our brothers and sisters, [names]. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Multiply unto us the celebrations of body, family, 

and length of days that we rejoice with gratitude to You for the gift of life you grant to us and all Your 
creation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. Provide and preserve lawmakers and 

officials over us who safeguard the sanctity of every human life in public policy and practice, and move 
us to support and encourage them. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Open 

our ears and loosen our tongues to advocate for every neighbor’s welfare with courage and compassion, 
seeking the release from suffering and oppression those who risk their lives by calling out Your name. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great. Cheer our spirits with forgiveness, faith, and fellowship, 

until by repentance and resurrection we enter into everlasting life before You, through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

LORD'S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HYMN:   “SENT FORTH BY GOD'S BLESSING” LSB 643 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt.  Tune: Welsh 
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004146  Tune: Public domain 
 

POSTLUDE 
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