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AS WE GATHER 
When Jesus asked His two potential disciples what they were seeking, it was a most important question. People 
look for power and importance for themselves, relief from certain circumstances, and a host of other agenda 
items. But our Lord came with one overarching goal: He was needed as light for this dark world (as Isaiah 
wrote) and the only one who could take away the sin of the world (as John the Baptist announced). After 
seeking Christ’s help in our sinful condition, we hear that other great question, “Who do you say that I am?”—
and when each of us answers it, then, as Paul told the Church in Corinth, we have all the spiritual gifts we need 
to ask the people around us, “What are you seeking?” 

 
 
INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 40:1, 3a; Isaiah 49:6 

P I waited patiently for the LORD; He inclined to me and heard my cry. 
C He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. 
P It is too light a thing that You should be My servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob. . . . 
C I will make You as a light for the nations. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

  

We are a Christian community called to worship and sent to serve,  
welcoming all to walk with Christ and grow in faith. 
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KYRIE Mark 10:47  LSB 204 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29  LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray together: 
C Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and on earth, mercifully 

hear the prayers of Your people and grant us Your peace through all our days; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 49:1–7 
1Listen to me, O coastlands, 
 and give attention, you peoples from afar. 
The LORD called me from the womb, 
 from the body of my mother he named my name. 
2He made my mouth like a sharp sword; 
 in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
he made me a polished arrow; 
 in his quiver he hid me away. 
3And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
 Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
4But I said, “I have labored in vain; 
 I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 
yet surely my right is with the LORD, 
 and my recompense with my God.” 
5And now the LORD says, 
 he who formed me from the womb to be his  
       servant, to bring Jacob back to him; 

 and that Israel might be gathered to him— 
for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD, 
 and my God has become my strength—6he says: 
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 
 to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
 and to bring back the preserved of Israel; 
I will make you as a light for the nations, 
 that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 
7Thus says the LORD, 
 the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, 
 the servant of rulers: 
“Kings shall see and arise; 
 princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; 
because of the LORD, who is faithful, 
 the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 1 Corinthians 1:1–9 
 1Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle 
of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes, 
 2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to 
those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints 
together with all those who in every place call 
upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their 
Lord and ours: 
 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 4I give thanks to my God always for you 
because of the grace of God that was given you in 

Christ Jesus, 5that in every way you were enriched 
in him in all speech and all knowledge—6even as 
the testimony about Christ was confirmed among 
you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual 
gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 8who will sustain you to the end, 
guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God 
is faithful, by whom you were called into the 
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL John 1:29–42a 
 29The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward 
him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 30This is he of 
whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ 31I myself 
did not know him, but for this purpose I came 
baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to 
Israel.” 32And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit 
descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained 
on him. 33I myself did not know him, but he who 
sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on 
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this 
is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I 
have seen and have borne witness that this is the 
Son of God.” 

 35The next day again John was standing with 
two of his disciples, 36and he looked at Jesus as he 
walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 
37The two disciples heard him say this, and they 
followed Jesus. 38Jesus turned and saw them 
following and said to them, “What are you 
seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which 
means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39He 
said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they 
came and saw where he was staying, and they 
stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth 
hour. 40One of the two who heard John speak and 
followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother. 41He first found his own brother Simon 
and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” 
(which means Christ). 42He brought him to Jesus. 

 P This is the Gospel of our Lord.  C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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NICENE CREED Nicene Creed 
C    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 

and invisible. 
   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 
   And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 
for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to 
come. Amen. 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

YOU KNIT ME TOGETHER AND CALLED ME BY NAME 

 

 

 

 
Text: Lisa M. Clark  Tune: Jacob B. Weber 
Text & Tune: © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110004146 

TEACHING FROM GOD’S WORD Message Notes 

Main Points: 
 
 
 
 
 
One thing NEW I learned: 
 
 
 
 
 

What can I apply to my life? 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P Let us pray: 
C O Lord, our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 

these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care 
and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

THE LORD'S SUPPER 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we 

should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for He is 
Your own Lamb, the sacrifice for our sins and answer to our deepest longings for forgiveness and peace. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

To our visitors: The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. John in the 
confession that not only bread and wine, but Jesus Christ’s very body 
and blood are given to us to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of our 
sins and to strengthen our faith in Him and our union (communion) 
with one another. Our Lord invites to His table all those who believe 
His words, repent of all sin, and set aside all refusal to forgive and 
love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 
until He comes. If this is your first time at St John or have not been 
instructed about the Lord’s Supper, we ask that you speak to the 
Pastor before participating in the Lord’s Supper 
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P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You 
lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, 
Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. 
So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

LORD'S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

PEACE OF THE LORD - PAX DOMINI John 20:19 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Thanks be to God. 

LAMB OF GOD - AGNUS DEI John 1:29  210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

DISTRIBUTION 
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AT THE LAMB’S HIGH FEAST WE SING LSB 633 

 

 

 
5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 

6 Now no more can death appall, 
Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 
And Your saints in You shall rise. 
    Alleluia! 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 
This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 
    Alleluia! 

D 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 
Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 
Three in One, Your name we praise. 
    Alleluia! 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt.  Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice  Text and tune: Public domain 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE Luke 2:29–32 
P Simeon blessed God and said, 
C “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; for my eyes 

have seen Your salvation that You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Your people Israel.” 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, You sent Your Son to answer our deepest need—release from our sins, 
C we thank You that for His sake You have given us forgiveness and peace in this Sacrament. Today 

and always, rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled to serve You 
and lead the people around us to the Savior of us all; 

P through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE LSB 702 

 

 

 
Text: Ray Palmer, 1808–87  Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872  Text and tune: Public domain 
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