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AS WE GATHER 

The Baptism John proclaimed was for repentance, that people might be ready to receive the Messiah. When our Lord asked 

to be baptized, though, He had nothing of which to repent. In gracious obedience, He was baptized to begin this wonderful 

exchange with sinners, fulfilling the Law in our place and taking upon Himself God’s judgment against sin. His ministry 

would fulfill the words Isaiah penned centuries earlier. Indeed, the Father was pleased with His servant Son that day but 

forsook Him on the cross as He took our sins with Him. As Paul writes in the Epistle, that great sacrifice ensures that we are 

able, now and forever, to be “alive to God in Christ Jesus” (Romans 6:11). 

 

PRELUDE:   Handbell Choir From Heaven Above to Earth I Come 

 Christmas Joy 

 Go Tell It on the Mountain 

WELCOME & INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P We gather in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

HYMN:   “LET ALL TOGETHER PRAISE OUR GOD” LSB 389 

 

 

 

Text: tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001  Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004146  Tune: Public domain 

OPENING SENTENCES Romans 6:4; Matthew 3:17 

P We were buried therefore with [Christ] by baptism into death, 

C in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,  

we too might walk in newness of life. 

P This is My beloved Son, 

C with whom I am well pleased. 

 

 
  

We are a Christian community called to worship and sent to serve,  

welcoming all to walk with Christ and grow in faith. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Romans 6:3, 10 

P Isaiah wrote about God’s gracious Servant. It was a prophecy about Jesus, who, although He was 

righteous, exchanged places with us in Baptism and on to death. Let us confess our failures to reflect His 

obedient servanthood in our daily living. The Father put His Spirit upon His Servant. 

C We confess, good Lord, that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed. We have sought to live by 

our own strength and will. In our sinful condition, we cannot help ourselves. Forgive us for the 

sake of Jesus, our Servant. 

P Paul wrote, “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 

his death? . . . For the death He died He died to sin, once for all, but the life He lives He lives to God. So 

you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.” As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. Thanks be to God for our Baptism into Christ! 

KYRIE Mark 10:47  LSB 204 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29  LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. Heavenly Father, although He had nothing of which to repent, Jesus was baptized “to fulfill 

all righteousness.” 

C Grant us Your Holy Spirit and faith to trust that Your Son was taking our place and that Your 

pleasure in His obedience means eternal life for us and all who are baptized in His name; 

P through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 42:1–9 
1Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 

 my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

I have put my Spirit upon him; 

 he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 

 or make it heard in the street; 
3a bruised reed he will not break, 

 and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 

 he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4He will not grow faint or be discouraged 

 till he has established justice in the earth; 

 and the coastlands wait for his law. 
5Thus says God, the LORD, 

 who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

 who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

who gives breath to the people on it 

 and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; 

 I will take you by the hand and keep you; 

I will give you as a covenant for the people, 

 a light for the nations, 

 7to open the eyes that are blind, 

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

 from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8I am the LORD; that is my name; 

 my glory I give to no other, 

 nor my praise to carved idols. 
9Behold, the former things have come to pass, 

 and new things I now declare; 

before they spring forth 

 I tell you of them.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

NEW TESTAMENT READING Romans 6:1–11 

 1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in 

sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! How 

can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not 

know that all of us who have been baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We 

were buried therefore with him by baptism into 

death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 

the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might 

walk in newness of life. 

 5For if we have been united with him in a death 

like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 

resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self 

was crucified with him in order that the body of 

sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would 

no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has 

died has been set free from sin. 8Now if we have 

died with Christ, we believe that we will also live 

with him. 9We know that Christ being raised from 

the dead will never die again; death no longer has 

dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died 

to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to 

God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead 

to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 3:13–17 

 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to 

John, to be baptized by him. 14John would have 

prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by 

you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus 

answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is 

fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 

consented. 16And when Jesus was baptized, 

immediately he went up from the water, and 

behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he 

saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 

coming to rest on him; 17and behold, a voice from 

heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom 

I am well pleased.” 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord.  C Praise to You, O Christ. 

CATECHISM Baptism, First and Fourth 

P What is Baptism? 

C Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s command and combined with 

God’s word. 

P Which is that word of God? 

C Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: “Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

P What does such baptizing with water indicate? 

C It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance be drowned and die 

with all sins and evil desires, and that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God 

in righteousness and purity forever. 
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P Where is this written? 

C St. Paul writes in Romans, chapter six: “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into 

death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too 

may live a new life.” 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

HYMN:   “ALL CHRISTIANS WHO HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED” LSB 596 

 

 

 

 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. Jon D. Vieker, 1961  Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004146  Tune: Public domain 

TEACHING FROM GOD’S WORD Message Notes 

Main Points: 
 

 

 

 

 

 
One thing NEW I learned: 
 

 

 

 

 

What can I apply to my life? 
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REMEMBERING OUR BAPTISM 

P Do you this day in the presence of God and His people acknowledge the gifts that God gave you in your 

Baptism? 

C Yes, I do. 

P Do you renounce the devil, all his works and all his ways? 

C Yes, I renounce him. 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 

C Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 

C Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits 

at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

C Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain true to God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 

C I do, by the power and grace of God. 

P We rejoice with thankful hearts in the gift of Baptism given to us through Jesus Christ. May He who has 

begun a good work in us, bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

C Thanks be to God. Amen. 

You are invited to come forward, dip your fingers into the water in the font,  

and make the sign of the cross to remember your baptism. 

 Handbells:   Away in a Manger 

P In Baptism we are clothed with the robe of Christ's righteousness that covers all our sin. St. Paul says, 

"Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?" 

C We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

 

HYMN:   “ALL CHRISTIANS WHO HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED” LSB 596 

 

 

 

 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. Jon D. Vieker, 1961  Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 

Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004146  Tune: Public domain 
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OFFERING 

    Handbells Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Because of our Baptism we “must consider [ourselves] dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.” Let 

us therefore boldly go to our heavenly Father in prayer for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and 

for all people according to their needs. 

 

For all the baptized in the Body of Christ, given “as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations,” 

that they would be strengthened by the Holy Spirit to respond as His chosen servants with faith-filled 

thoughts, words, and deeds in both their private and public lives, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the Church here and around the world, that we not feel unworthy in our service, as did John the 

Baptist, but may spread the news of God’s proclaimed favor in Christ and that those who make, 

administer, and judge the laws of all the nations would order society in peace and justice so that the 

Church may flourish, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all who work in the healing arts, those who respond first in disasters, and those who protect us at 

home and while deployed in harm’s way, that God would protect them in time of danger, give them 

courage to use their gifts for the good of all entrusted to their care, and guide them when making difficult 

decisions, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all who, like bruised reeds or faintly burning wicks, cry out to God for compassion, strength, and 

healing [including . . .], that God would not let them grow faint or discouraged, but would visit and 

relieve them according to His gracious will, using us whenever possible to bring renewal of life and joy, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P That “the LORD give strength to His people . . . [and] bless His people with peace”; into Your hands, 

gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy for the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

P Taught by our LORD and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

CLOSING PRAYER 

P Merciful Father, through Holy Baptism You called us to be Your own children. Bless us continually 

by Your Word and Spirit that we may faithfully keep the covenant into which we have been called, 

boldly confess our Savior, and finally share with all Your saints the joys of eternal life;  

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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HYMN:   “GOD’S OWN CHILD, I GLADLY SAY IT” LSB 594 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, 1957  Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695–1755, alt. 

Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004146  Tune: Public domain 
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