
  ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Wheatfield, New York September 18, 2022 
 

 

AS WE GATHER  
How do God’s people respond to His grace-filled kindness to them? After listing the many blessings that God freely gives 
His people, Martin Luther writes in his response to the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed, “For all this it is my duty to 
thank and praise, serve and obey Him.” Praising God is a sacred duty for His people. It is also a joyous duty. The Psalms 
are filled with exhortations to join in extensive and exuberant praise. Psalm 150 begins, “Praise the Lord! Praise God in His 
sanctuary.” That is what we do individually and together as both a duty and as a delight! 

 
INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. C   Amen. 

ON MY HEART IMPRINT YOUR IMAGE LSB 422 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Peer O. Strömme, 1856–1921, alt.  Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758  Text and tune: Public domain 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 1 John 1:8–9  15 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  C Amen. 

INSTALLATION OF CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS 
P Beloved in the Lord, Holy Scripture admonishes us that “all things should be done decently and in 

order.” To that end, the constitution and bylaws of this congregation establish various offices to which 
men and women are elected and appointed to serve. In so doing, the Church follows the example of the 
Early Christian Church. The apostle Peter writes in his first epistle: "As each has received a gift, use it to 
serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles 
of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything 
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen." 

We are a Christian community called to worship and sent to serve,  
welcoming all to walk with Christ and grow in faith. 
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TO OFFICERS 
P You have been chosen to fill specific offices and positions of responsibility at St. John Lutheran Church 

& School. You are to work with the pastor and staff, that our life together in Christ may be orderly and 
pleasing in His sight. 
You are to see that the services of God’s house are held, that the Word of God is purely preached and 
taught, that the Sacraments of Christ are administered according to His institution, that provision is made 
for the Christian instruction of young and old, that the erring are admonished, and that discipline is 
maintained. 
You are to see that the temporal affairs of the congregation are properly administered and that proper 
support is provided for the workers of this congregation. You are to assist in caring for the poor and the 
sick, in cultivating harmony among the members, in promoting the general welfare of the congregation, 
and in furthering the kingdom of Christ in this community and throughout the world. 
While holiness of life and obedience to Christ are expected of all members of the congregation, it is 
especially important that you, as office-bearers in His Church, show yourselves, by word and example, 
to be faithful to Him in service and Christian devotion. 
In the presence of God and of this congregation, I therefore ask you: Do you accept the offices entrusted 
to you, and do you promise faithfully to carry out your duties, trusting in the Lord and conforming 
yourself to His Word? If so, then answer: We do. 

R We do. 

TO CONGREGATION 
P Beloved in the Lord, you have heard the promises of faithfulness spoken by these men and women 

whom you have selected to serve as officers of St. John Lutheran Church & School. Do you promise to 
support them in their work, to remember them in your prayers, and to work with them to the best of the 
abilities that God has given you, so that He may be glorified and His work be done in our midst? If so, 
then answer: We do. 

C We do. 

PRAYER 
P Let us pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks that You have raised up these servants for work 

among Your people. We humbly implore You to grant them, by Your Holy Spirit, those gifts needed for 
the faithful carrying out of their tasks, most especially wisdom, strength, and willing hearts. Let Your 
blessing rest on this congregation. Strengthen the faith, quicken the love, and enkindle the zeal of its 
members, that Your name may be glorified and that here and in all places under heaven the kingdom of 
Your Son may be advanced. We remember with thanksgiving those who have faithfully served before 
and will continue in the mission set before us until such time when You come again at the completion of 
days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

KYRIE Mark 10:47 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us 

pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29  LSB 154 
P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you.  
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. Merciful God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, was lifted high upon the cross that He might bear the 

sins of the world and draw all people to Himself. Grant that we who glory in His death for our 
redemption may faithfully heed His call to bear the cross and follow Him, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Numbers 21:4–9 
 4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the 
Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And the 
people became impatient on the way. 5And the 
people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why 
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and 
we loathe this worthless food.” 6Then the LORD sent 
fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the 
people, so that many people of Israel died. 7And the 
people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, 

for we have spoken against the LORD and against 
you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the 
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 
8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent 
and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, 
when he sees it, shall live.” 9So Moses made a 
bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent 
bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and 
live. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God.  



4 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 1 Corinthians 1:18–25 
 18The word of the cross is folly to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the 

wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we 
preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand 
signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly 
to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom 
of God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than 
men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL READING John 12:20–33 
 20Now among those who went up to worship at 
the feast were some Greeks. 21So these came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and 
asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went 
and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told 
Jesus. 23And Jesus answered them, “The hour has 
come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 
the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit. 25Whoever loves his life loses it, 
and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it 
for eternal life. 26If anyone serves me, he must 
follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be 
also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 

 27“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I 
say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this 
purpose I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify 
your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I 
have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The 
crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had 
thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to 
him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for 
your sake, not mine. 31Now is the judgment of this 
world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 
32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to show by 
what kind of death he was going to die. 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord.  C Praise to You, O Christ. 

NICENE CREED 
C    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 

invisible. 
   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for 
us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again 
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
   And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 
of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST I GLORY LSB 427 

 

 

 
Text: John Bowring, 1792–1872  Tune: Ithamar Conkey, 1815–67  Text and tune: Public domain 

TEACHING FROM GOD’S WORD Message Notes 

Main Points: 
 
 
 
 
One thing NEW I learned: 
 
 
 

What can I apply to my life? 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19  LSB 159 
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THE LORD'S SUPPER 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we 

should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  161 

 

 

 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

P Taught by our LORD and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This 
do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

PEACE OF THE LORD - PAX DOMINI John 20:19 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Thanks be to God. 

  

To our visitors: The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. John in the 
confession that not only bread and wine, but Jesus Christ’s very body 
and blood are given to us to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of our 
sins and to strengthen our faith in Him and our union (communion) 
with one another. Our Lord invites to His table all those who believe 
His words, repent of all sin, and set aside all refusal to forgive and 
love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 
until He comes. If this is your first time at St John or have not been 
instructed about the Lord’s Supper, we ask that you speak to the 
Pastor before participating in the Lord’s Supper 
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LAMB OF GOD - AGNUS DEI John 1:29  163 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

ABIDE WITH ME LSB 878 

 

 

 

 
 

5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 

6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847, alt.  Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89  Text and tune: Public domain 

WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS LSB 426 
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748  Tune: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1778, London; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731–1807  Text and tune: Public domain 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  C Amen. 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26  LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  C Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LIFT HIGH THE CROSS LSB 837 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. 
Refrain 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827–1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874–1956, alt.  Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875–1947 
Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004146 
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