
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Wheatfield, New York September 4, 2022 
 
AS WE GATHER  
In the explanation of the Small Catechism, we are taught that the Law of God serves three purposes. First, 
as a curb, the Law helps to control violent outbursts of sin and keeps order in the world. Second, as a 
mirror, the Law accuses us and shows us our sin. Third, as a guide, the Law teaches us Christians what we 

should and should not do to lead a God-pleasing life. Notice that the third use is for “us Christians,” that is, those who 
have been freed from the Law’s curse by faith in Christ. In that faith we discover God’s love reflected even in His Law. 
So the Psalm teaches us to pray, “Oh how I love Your law,” and “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” 
(Psalm 119:97, 105). Today we receive that light and love to follow our Lord Jesus, the way, the truth, and the life. 

 
INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen. 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 1:1-2 
P Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 
C nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
P but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
C and on his law he meditates day and night. 

HYMN:   “COME, THOU ALMIGHTY KING” LSB 905 

 

 

 

 
Text: English, before 1760, alt.  Tune: Felice de Giardini, 1716–96  Text and tune: Public domain 
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CONFESSION OF SINS Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy 
of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ: 

A moment of silence to reflect on God’s Word and to examine our hearts before Him. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION [John 20:19–23] 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

KYRIE Mark 10:47  LSB 204 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29  LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you.    
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. O merciful Lord, You did not spare Your only Son but delivered Him up for us all. Grant us 

courage and strength to take up the cross and follow Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 30:15–20 
 15“See, I have set before you today life and 
good, death and evil. 16If you obey the 
commandments of the LORD your God that I 
command you today, by loving the LORD your 
God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his 
commandments and his statutes and his rules, then 
you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your 
God will bless you in the land that you are 
entering to take possession of it. 17But if your heart 
turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn 
away to worship other gods and serve them, 18I 

declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. 
You shall not live long in the land that you are 
going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you today, that 
I have set before you life and death, blessing and 
curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your 
offspring may live, 20loving the LORD your God, 
obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is 
your life and length of days, that you may dwell in 
the land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

NEW TESTAMENT READING Philemon 1–21 
 1Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy 
our brother, 
 To Philemon our beloved fellow worker 2and 
Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow 
soldier, and the church in your house: 
 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 4I thank my God always when I remember you 
in my prayers, 5because I hear of your love and of 
the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus and 
all the saints, 6and I pray that the sharing of your 
faith may become effective for the full knowledge 
of every good thing that is in us for the sake of 
Christ. 7For I have derived much joy and comfort 
from your love, my brother, because the hearts of 
the saints have been refreshed through you. 
 8Accordingly, though I am bold enough in 
Christ to command you to do what is required, 9yet 
for love’s sake I prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, 
an old man and now a prisoner also for Christ 
Jesus— 10I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, 
whose father I became in my imprisonment. 
11(Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is 

indeed useful to you and to me.) 12I am sending 
him back to you, sending my very heart. 13I would 
have been glad to keep him with me, in order that 
he might serve me on your behalf during my 
imprisonment for the gospel, 14but I preferred to 
do nothing without your consent in order that your 
goodness might not be by compulsion but of your 
own free will. 15For this perhaps is why he was 
parted from you for a while, that you might have 
him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more 
than a slave, as a beloved brother—especially to 
me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh 
and in the Lord. 
 17So if you consider me your partner, receive 
him as you would receive me. 18If he has wronged 
you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to my 
account. 19I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I 
will repay it—to say nothing of your owing me 
even your own self. 20Yes, brother, I want some 
benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in 
Christ. 
 21Confident of your obedience, I write to you, 
knowing that you will do even more than I say. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL READING Luke 14:25–35 
 25Now great crowds accompanied [Jesus], and 
he turned and said to them, 26“If anyone comes to 
me and does not hate his own father and mother 
and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, 
and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 
27Whoever does not bear his own cross and come 
after me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of 
you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit 
down and count the cost, whether he has enough to 
complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a 
foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it 
begin to mock him, 30saying, ‘This man began to 
build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, 

going out to encounter another king in war, will 
not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able 
with ten thousand to meet him who comes against 
him with twenty thousand? 32And if not, while the 
other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation 
and asks for terms of peace. 33So therefore, any 
one of you who does not renounce all that he has 
cannot be my disciple. 
 34“Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how 
shall its saltiness be restored? 35It is of no use 
either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is 
thrown away. He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear.” 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord.  C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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NICENE CREED 
C    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 

invisible. 

   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for 
us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again 
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

   And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 
of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

HYMN:   “COME, THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING” LSB 686 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Robert Robinson, 1735–90, alt.  Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg  Text and tune: Public domain 
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TEACHING FROM GOD’S WORD Message Notes 

Main Points: 
 
 
 
 
One thing NEW I learned: 
 
 
 

What can I apply to my life? 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P Let us pray: 
C O Lord, our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. 

With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of 
all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

THE LORD'S SUPPER 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we 

should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. For by His faithful fulfillment of Your Law on our behalf, 
He nevertheless died for us that we might receive Your gift of eternal life, being baptized into His death, 
and by a lively faith in His resurrection. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  LSB 208 

 

 

 

 Text: Stephen P. Starke 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

To our visitors: The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. John in the 
confession that not only bread and wine, but Jesus Christ’s very body 
and blood are given to us to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of our 
sins and to strengthen our faith in Him and our union (communion) 
with one another. Our Lord invites to His table all those who believe 
His words, repent of all sin, and set aside all refusal to forgive and 
love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 
until He comes. If this is your first time at St John or have not been 
instructed about the Lord’s Supper, we ask that you speak to the 
Pastor before participating in the Lord’s Supper 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 1 Corinthians 11:23-25; Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke 22 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.” 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

PEACE OF THE LORD - PAX DOMINI John 20:19  LSB 209 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Thanks be to God. 

LAMB OF GOD - AGNUS DEI John 1:29  LSB 210 

 

 

 

 Text: Stephen P. Starke 
DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN:   “SAVIOR, LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD US” LSB 711 
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Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt.  Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68  Text and tune: Public domain 

HYMN:   “O JESUS, BLESSED LORD, TO THEE” LSB 632 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Arthur J. Mason, 1851–1928  Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois  
Text and tune: Public domain 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the 

Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of 
pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

BENEDICAMUS Psalm 103:1 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HYMN:   “GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT REDEEMER” LSB 918 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: William Williams, 1717–91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722–96, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. William Williams, 1717–91  Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932  
Text and tune: Public domain 
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