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AS WE GATHER  
All three Readings today bemoan the problems of worldly people. Vainly do they strive for material goods, 
for, as “the Preacher” notes, you can’t take it with you. Indeed, at any time, as Jesus reminds a man wanting 
his fair share of an inheritance, your soul can be required. Then to whom shall your things belong? But 

while Paul in the Epistle reminds his readers about what their lives were like once upon a time, he also reminds them that in 
Holy Baptism they have been raised with Christ and promises that they (we!) will appear with Him in glory. Today is a day 
to look up to the things that are above, remember our Baptism, and “serve the Lord with gladness!” (Psalm 100:2).

 
INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. C Amen. 

RESPONSIVE READING Psalm 100 
P Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 
C Serve the Lord with gladness! 
P Come into his presence with singing! 
C Know that the Lord, he is God! 
P It is he who made us, and we are his; 
C we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
P Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
C and his courts with praise! 
P Give thanks to him; bless his name! 
C For the Lord is good; 
P his steadfast love endures forever, 
C and his faithfulness to all generations. 

GOD OF GRACE AND GOD OF GLORY LSB 850 

 

 

 

 
Text: Harry Emerson 
Fosdick, 1878–1969  Tune: 
John Hughes, 1873–1932  
Text and tune: Public domain 
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CONFESSION OF SINS Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13; [John 20:19–23] 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and be renewed in spirit, 

let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His 
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the 
sake of Christ: 

A moment of silence to reflect on God’s Word and to examine our hearts before Him. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

C Amen. 

KYRIE Mark 10:47  LSB 204 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29  LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures You have stored up for us in 

heaven, that we may never despair but always rejoice and be thankful for the riches of Your grace; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12–14; 2:18–26 
2Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, 
vanity of vanities! All is vanity. . . . 

 12I the Preacher have been king over Israel in 
Jerusalem. 13And I applied my heart to seek and 
to search out by wisdom all that is done under 
heaven. It is an unhappy business that God has 
given to the children of man to be busy with. 14I 
have seen everything that is done under the sun, 
and behold, all is vanity and a striving after 
wind. . . . 
 18I hated all my toil in which I toil under the 
sun, seeing that I must leave it to the man who 
will come after me, 19and who knows whether he 
will be wise or a fool? Yet he will be master of 
all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under 
the sun. This also is vanity. 20So I turned about 
and gave my heart up to despair over all the toil 
of my labors under the sun, 21because sometimes 

a person who has toiled with wisdom and 
knowledge and skill must leave everything to be 
enjoyed by someone who did not toil for it. This 
also is vanity and a great evil. 22What has a man 
from all the toil and striving of heart with which 
he toils beneath the sun? 23For all his days are 
full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation. Even 
in the night his heart does not rest. This also is 
vanity. 
 24There is nothing better for a person than that 
he should eat and drink and find enjoyment in 
his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of 
God, 25for apart from him who can eat or who 
can have enjoyment? 26For to the one who 
pleases him God has given wisdom and 
knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has 
given the business of gathering and collecting, 
only to give to one who pleases God. This also 
is vanity and a striving after wind. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

NEW TESTAMENT READING Colossians 3:1–11 
 1If then you have been raised with Christ, seek 
the things that are above, where Christ is, seated 
at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on 
things that are above, not on things that are on 
earth. 3For you have died, and your life is hidden 
with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your 
life appears, then you also will appear with him 
in glory. 
 5Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: 
sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, 
and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6On account 

of these the wrath of God is coming. 7In these 
you too once walked, when you were living in 
them. 8But now you must put them all away: 
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk 
from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, 
seeing that you have put off the old self with its 
practices 10and have put on the new self, which 
is being renewed in knowledge after the image 
of its creator. 11Here there is not Greek and Jew, 
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:13–21 
 13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus], 
“Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.” 14But he said to him, 
“Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over 
you?” 15And he said to them, “Take care, and be 
on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s 
life does not consist in the abundance of his 
possessions.” 16And he told them a parable, 
saying, “The land of a rich man produced 
plentifully, 17and he thought to himself, ‘What 
shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my 

crops?’ 18And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear 
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I 
will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I 
will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods 
laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 
merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night 
your soul is required of you, and the things you 
have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21So is the 
one who lays up treasure for himself and is not 
rich toward God.” 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord.  C Praise to You, O Christ. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

GRACIOUS GOD, YOU SEND GREAT BLESSINGS LSB 782 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946  Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati  Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 
no. 110004146  Tune: Public domain 
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TEACHING FROM GOD’S WORD Message Notes 

Main Points: 
 
 
 
 
One thing NEW I learned: 
 
 
 
 

What can I apply to my life? 

 
OFFERING 

 
WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN LSB 781 

 

 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97  Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89  Text and tune: Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

All is vanity, O Lord, without the grace and succor of Your Word and Spirit. Guard our hearts against 
pride and arrogance and a life rich in things but poor in spirit. Grant to us wise hearts, that we may love 
rightly all that You have made and use them all for Your purpose and glory.  
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Guard Your Church, O Lord, the people of Your own possession, and give to her honorable and noble 
men for the Office of the Holy Ministry and gracious and devoted men and women commissioned for the 
teaching arts and works of charity within Your Church. Make us rich in the treasure of Your grace that 
will never disappoint us, that we may give generously toward those in need.  
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Grant that in our lives together we might show the love of Christ to one another. Give all husbands and 
wives fidelity to their vows and promises. Help all parents teach their children to know and love the 
Lord. Guide all single adults, that they might find fulfillment in their service to others.  
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P O Lord, kingdoms rise and fall, and leaders are raised up and brought low by Your will. Grant our nation 
and its leaders humility before You, that we might recognize the vanity of all our plans and so be ready 
to rejoice and give thanks for Your every good gift in the days that You give us under the sun.  
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Be near to the suffering, the dying and the grieving especially….  

Sustain them in the truth that their lives are even now hidden with Christ in God, and that when He 
appears, they will also appear with Him in glory. Give them compassionate and skillful doctors and 
nurses, that their suffering may be alleviated and their minds and bodies returned to health.  
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Lord God, You have seated Your Christ at Your right hand and surrounded Him with all those that He 
has led out of the great tribulation. We thank You for the peace and rest You have given them in Him, 
and we pray that You would one day deliver us by His hand into the paradise He has won for us.  
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Answer all doubt and fear, O Lord, with confidence in Your Word and Sacraments, that by these Means 
of Grace we may be kept in holiness and guarded from temptation and despair until the day when You 
bring all things to their perfect fulfillment and we are delivered to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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BENEDICAMUS Psalm 103:1  LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26  LSB 212 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ROCK OF AGES, CLEFT FOR ME LSB 761 

 

 

 
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–78  Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784–1872  Text and tune: Public domain 
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