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AS WE GATHER  

Salvation may be a great and cosmic reality, but it is received personally. Today, the message of what Christ did for 

the sake of the world becomes focused upon each one of us as individuals. Although it is tempting to see God’s focus 

on the big picture, the reality of God’s gracious love is that He sees each of us, loves each of us enough to send His 

own Son for us, and saves us one by one as the Holy Spirit works through the Word to engender faith within us, 

brings us to the waters of Baptism, and unites us as a communion of saints. 

 
INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

HYMN:   “LORD, OPEN NOW MY HEART TO HEAR” LSB 908 

 

 

 

Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; (sts. 1, 3): tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt.; (st. 2): tr. Mark A. Jeske, 1952  Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new 

gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug  Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004146 
Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain 

CONFESSION OF SINS Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13  LSB 203 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 

free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy 

of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ: 

A moment of silence to reflect on God’s Word and to examine our hearts before Him. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION [John 20:19–23]  LSB 203 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

We are a Christian community called to worship and sent to serve,  

welcoming all to walk with Christ and grow in faith. 
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KYRIE Mark 10:47  LSB 204 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29  LSB 204 

 

 

 

 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. O Lord, grant us the Spirit to hear Your Word and know the one thing 

needful that by Your Word and Spirit we may live according to Your will; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 18:1–14 

 1 The LORD appeared to [Abraham] by the oaks 

of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his tent in the 

heat of the day. 2He lifted up his eyes and looked, 

and behold, three men were standing in front of 

him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent door 

to meet them and bowed himself to the earth 3and 

said, “O Lord, if I have found favor in your sight, 

do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be 

brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves 

under the tree, 5while I bring a morsel of bread, 

that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you 

may pass on—since you have come to your 

servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 
6And Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah 

and said, “Quick! Three seahs of fine flour! Knead 

it, and make cakes.” 7And Abraham ran to the herd 

and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to a 

young man, who prepared it quickly. 8Then he 

took curds and milk and the calf that he had 

prepared, and set it before them. And he stood by 

them under the tree while they ate. 

 9They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” 

And he said, “She is in the tent.” 10The LORD said, 

“I will surely return to you about this time next 

year, and Sarah your wife shall have a son.” And 

Sarah was listening at the tent door behind him. 
11Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in 

years. The way of women had ceased to be with 

Sarah. 12So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, 

“After I am worn out, and my lord is old, shall I 
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have pleasure?” 13The LORD said to Abraham, 

“Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed 

bear a child, now that I am old?’ 14Is anything too 

hard for the LORD? At the appointed time I will 

return to you about this time next year, and Sarah 

shall have a son.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

NEW TESTAMENT READING Colossians 1:21–29 

 21You, who once were alienated and hostile in 

mind, doing evil deeds, 22he has now reconciled in 

his body of flesh by his death, in order to present 

you holy and blameless and above reproach before 

him, 23if indeed you continue in the faith, stable 

and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the 

gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed 

in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, 

became a minister. 

 24Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, 

and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in 

Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, 

the church, 25of which I became a minister 

according to the stewardship from God that was 

given to me for you, to make the word of God 

fully known, 26the mystery hidden for ages and 

generations but now revealed to his saints. 27To 

them God chose to make known how great among 

the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this 

mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
28Him we proclaim, warning everyone and 

teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may 

present everyone mature in Christ. 29For this I toil, 

struggling with all his energy that he powerfully 

works within me. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL READING Luke 10:38–42 

 38Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered 

a village. And a woman named Martha welcomed 

him into her house. 39And she had a sister called 

Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his 

teaching. 40But Martha was distracted with much 

serving. And she went up to him and said, “Lord, 

do you not care that my sister has left me to serve 

alone? Tell her then to help me.” 41But the Lord 

answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious 

and troubled about many things, 42but one thing is 

necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, 

which will not be taken away from her.” 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord.  C Praise to You, O Christ. 

NICENE CREED 

C    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 

and invisible. 

   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 

worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 

came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 

man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 

third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 

   And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 

for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to 

come. Amen. 
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HYMN:   “MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS” LSB 575 

 

 

 

 

Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt. Tune: John Stainer, 1840–1901 Text and tune: Public domain 

TEACHING FROM GOD’S WORD Message Notes 

Main Points: 

 

 

 

 
One thing NEW I learned: 

 

 

 

 

What can I apply to my life? 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

P Let us pray: 

C O Lord, our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. 

With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of 

all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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THE LORD'S SUPPER 

P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and pleasing in Your 

sight, holy Lord, almighty Father, that we, Your 

redeemed people, give thanks at all times and in 

all places for Your rescue in Christ Jesus, our Lord, who with His own blood purchased and won us from 

all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious 

blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that we may be His own and live under Him in His 

kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from 

the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  208 

 

 

 

 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 

and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often 

as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

To our visitors: The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. John in the 

confession that not only bread and wine, but Jesus Christ’s very body 

and blood are given to us to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of our 

sins and to strengthen our faith in Him and our union (communion) 

with one another. Our Lord invites to His table all those who believe 

His words, repent of all sin, and set aside all refusal to forgive and 

love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 

until He comes. If this is your first time at St John or have not been 

instructed about the Lord’s Supper, we ask that you speak to the 

Pastor before participating in the Lord’s Supper 
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PEACE OF THE LORD - PAX DOMINI John 20:19  209 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Thanks be to God. 

LAMB OF GOD - AGNUS DEI John 1:29  210 

 

 

 

 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN:   “I COME, O SAVIOR, TO THY TABLE” LSB 618 

 

 

 

 

Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004146 Tune: Public domain 
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HYMN:   “WHEN MORNING GILDS THE SKIES” LSB 807 

 

 

 

Text: Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1828, Würzburg; tr. Robert S. Bridges, 1844–1930, alt. Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838–96 

Text and tune: Public domain 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

BENEDICAMUS Psalm 103:1  LSB 212 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26  LSB 212 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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HYMN:   “THY STRONG WORD” LSB 578 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869–1944 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004146 Tune: Public domain 
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