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AS WE GATHER  
As our gracious God gathers us together in His house today, we are blessed with another opportunity to be filled 
with His love. This love is the love that enables us to love. It all begins with God, who so loved the world that He 
gave His only-begotten Son. This love is found in Jesus, who in great love offered His life upon the cross for us. 
This love is poured out upon us when we, by the power of the Holy Spirit, believe in Christ as our Lord and Savior. 
It knows no limits because this love is directed to us in Christ and then through us back to God in lives of worship. 
But our worship doesn’t stop when the service is over; no, our love for God continues when it is directed through us 
toward our neighbors in lives of humble service. The limitless love of God is ours to receive yet again today as we 
gather to give thanks to the Father above who has “transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:13–14). 

 
 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

OPENING RESPONSE 
P Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever. 
C It is He who remembered us in our low estate, for His steadfast love endures forever; 

P and rescued us from our foes, for His steadfast love endures forever; 
C He who gives food to all flesh, for His steadfast love endures forever. 

P Give thanks to the God of heaven, for His steadfast love endures forever. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, 
C for His steadfast love endures forever. 
 
 
 

  

We are a Christian community called to worship and sent to serve,  
welcoming all to walk with Christ and grow in faith. 



2 

O HOLY SPIRIT, ENTER IN LSB 913 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Michael Schirmer, 1606–73, adapt.; (sts. 1, 3): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (st. 2): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 Text and tune: Public domain 

CONFESSION OF SINS Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13  LSB 203 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy 
of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ: 

A moment of silence to reflect on God’s Word and to examine our hearts before Him. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION [John 20:19–23]  LSB 203 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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KYRIE Mark 10:47  LSB 204 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29  LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, in Your deep compassion You rescue us from whatever may hurt us. 

Teach us to love You above all things and to love our neighbors as ourselves; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Leviticus 18:1–5; 19:9–18 
 1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to 
the people of Israel and say to them, I am the 
LORD your God. 3You shall not do as they do in 
the land of Egypt, where you lived, and you shall 
not do as they do in the land of Canaan, to which I 
am bringing you. You shall not walk in their 
statutes. 4You shall follow my rules and keep my 
statutes and walk in them. I am the LORD your 
God. 5You shall therefore keep my statutes and my 
rules; if a person does them, he shall live by them: 
I am the LORD. . . . 
 9“When you reap the harvest of your land, you 
shall not reap your field right up to its edge, 
neither shall you gather the gleanings after your 
harvest. 10And you shall not strip your vineyard 
bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of 

your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor 
and for the sojourner: I am the LORD your God. 
 11“You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; 
you shall not lie to one another. 12You shall not 
swear by my name falsely, and so profane the 
name of your God: I am the LORD. 
 13“You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob 
him. The wages of a hired servant shall not remain 
with you all night until the morning. 14You shall 
not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block before 
the blind, but you shall fear your God: I am the 
LORD. 
 15“You shall do no injustice in court. You shall 
not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, but 
in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor. 
16You shall not go around as a slanderer among 
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your people, and you shall not stand up against the 
life of your neighbor: I am the LORD. 
 17“You shall not hate your brother in your heart, 
but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, 

lest you incur sin because of him. 18You shall not 
take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons 
of your own people, but you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

NEW TESTAMENT READING Colossians 1:1–14 
 1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of 
God, and Timothy our brother, 
 2To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at 
Colossae: 
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 
 3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4since we 
heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love 
that you have for all the saints, 5because of the 
hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have 
heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, 
6which has come to you, as indeed in the whole 
world it is bearing fruit and growing—as it also 
does among you, since the day you heard it and 
understood the grace of God in truth, 7just as you 
learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow 
servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your 

behalf 8and has made known to us your love in the 
Spirit. 
 9And so, from the day we heard, we have not 
ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be 
filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding, 10so as to walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, 
bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in 
the knowledge of God. 11May you be strengthened 
with all power, according to his glorious might, for 
all endurance and patience with joy, 12giving 
thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to 
share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13He 
has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 
14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL READING Luke 10:25–37 
 25Behold, a lawyer stood up to put [Jesus] to the 
test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 26He said to him, “What is written in 
the Law? How do you read it?” 27And he 
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength and with all your mind, and your 
neighbor as yourself.” 28And he said to him, “You 
have answered correctly; do this, and you will 
live.” 
 29But he, desiring to justify himself, said to 
Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30Jesus replied, 
“A man was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped 
him and beat him and departed, leaving him half 
dead. 31Now by chance a priest was going down 
that road, and when he saw him he passed by on 

the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he 
came to the place and saw him, passed by on the 
other side. 33But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, 
came to where he was, and when he saw him, he 
had compassion. 34He went to him and bound up 
his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set 
him on his own animal and brought him to an inn 
and took care of him. 35And the next day he took 
out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, 
saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you 
spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ 
36Which of these three, do you think, proved to be 
a neighbor to the man who fell among the 
robbers?” 37He said, “The one who showed him 
mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do 
likewise.”

P This is the Gospel of our Lord.  C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

WHERE CHARITY AND LOVE PREVAIL LSB 845 

 

 

 
 
5 Let us recall that in our midst 

    Dwells Christ, His only Son; 
As members of His body joined 
    We are in Him made one. 

 

6 For love excludes no race or clan 
    That names the Savior’s name; 
His family embraces all 
    Whose Father is the same. 

Text: Latin, c. 9th cent.; tr. Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt. Tune: Lucius Chapin, 1760–1842 
Text: © 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004146 Tune: Public domain 

TEACHING FROM GOD’S WORD Message Notes 

Main Points: 
 
 
 
 
One thing NEW I learned: 
 
 
 
 

What can I apply to my life? 
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OFFERING 

WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN LSB 781 

 

 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97 Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 Text and tune: Public domain 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

  
Father in heaven, we confess that apart from Christ we have no righteousness. Yet we rejoice that, 
because Your Son has died and risen for us, You promise that our righteousness exceeds even that of the 
scribes and Pharisees. Because we know the hope that You have laid up for us in heaven, let others see in 
us a confident faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and a caring love for all those in need. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Father in heaven, by Your grace we have died to sin, yet sin continues to overpower us. Through the 

Holy Spirit, who fills us all with a repentant faith, we know we have been buried with Christ through 
Baptism into His death and raised to life through His resurrection. Fill us with the Samaritan’s joy in 
helping those in need no matter what the cost to ourselves. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Father in heaven, as You grant the length of days to many in our families and communities, You bless us 

with their wisdom and grant us the opportunity to live out Your love for them. Help us to rightly treasure 
them, and as they grow in weakness and need, deepen their trust in Your strength to bear and Your 
power to save. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Father in heaven, as You have granted us to live in a nation where Your people may still gather without 

fear, bless our leaders with Your wisdom and guard us from the rising ungodliness in our land, that Your 
Gospel may be preached boldly and continue to bear fruit and grow. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Father in heaven, You have commanded that special attention and care be paid to the fatherless and 

widows. Abide with all who are lonely. Use us to visit the homebound and those in care facilities, those 
who require ongoing care and those in hospice. Remember especially . . . our brothers and sisters in this 
congregation who are in need of your healing and our care. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Father in heaven, by Your mercy we are heirs of a great inheritance and stand among all the saints who 

have loved You and known the delight of Your favor. Accept our thanksgiving for the faithful who went 
before us, and bring us at last with them into Your eternal presence in the marriage supper of the Lamb 
that knows no end. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Father in heaven, You have been faithful to us, who deserved none of Your mercies. Lead us to receive 

them with grateful hearts and to be faithful unto death, that we may receive the crown of everlasting life. 
Hear us in the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, through whom, with whom and in whom be all 
honor and glory, both now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

CLOSING RESPONSE 
P You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength 

and with all your mind. 
C And you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26  LSB 212 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING LSB 924 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): attr. John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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