
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Wheatfield, New York July 3, 2022 
 
AS WE GATHER  
As we again celebrate our nation’s independence, we will hear much about freedom. As citizens, we give 
thanks for the blessings we have and for the many who fought for and paid the price for our liberties. Yet as 
Christians, we do not need an annual holiday to recognize true freedom. Daily we hold fast to the wonderful 

news that the battle has been fought and the price has been paid by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ that we may have 
freedom from sin, eternal death, and the devil. Today we hear the Spirit-inspired words of the apostle Paul in Galatians and 
learn more about what real freedom is, receiving guidance for lives lived in that freedom and the fruits freely given to us 
through the Holy Spirit. 

 
INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

OPENING SENTENCES Galatians 5:1, 25 
P For freedom Christ has set us free; 
C stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
P If we live by the Spirit, 
C let us also walk by the Spirit. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Eternal Father, strong to save, in the beginning You created all things good: the sea, the land, the air, the 

creatures in their rightful place, and the crown of Your creation, humanity, which was very good and 
intended for a perfect relationship with You. Sin ceased the perfect world, and because of that we come 
to You in confession of our faults and failings. 

C We are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen. 

P Our eternal Father is strong to save and has done that in giving His only-begotten Son into this once-
perfect world to be the only needed sacrifice for our sins so we and all creation may be renewed, 
redeemed, and restored in relationship with Him. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
P Walk by the Spirit, 
C and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
P For freedom Christ has set us free; 
C stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
 

KYRIE Mark 10:47  LSB 204 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Luke 2:14; John 1:29  LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. God of all nations, we thank You for our free land and the liberties we treasure. Guide Your 

people by Your Spirit that this nation may set an example to the world of justice and freedom. From the 
blessings of the past to the present, grant all future prosperity according to Your will. Give all peoples of 
all lands and nations faith in You that glory may be brought to Your name and eternal blessings to all 
people throughout Your created world; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 8:7–18 
 7For the LORD your God is bringing you into a 
good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains 
and springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills, 8a 
land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees 
and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, 
9a land in which you will eat bread without 
scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a land 
whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you 
can dig copper. 10And you shall eat and be full, 
and you shall bless the LORD your God for the 
good land he has given you. 
 11“Take care lest you forget the LORD your God 
by not keeping his commandments and his rules 
and his statutes, which I command you today, 
12lest, when you have eaten and are full and have 
built good houses and live in them, 13and when 
your herds and flocks multiply and your silver and 

gold is multiplied and all that you have is 
multiplied, 14then your heart be lifted up, and you 
forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, 
15who led you through the great and terrifying 
wilderness, with its fiery serpents and scorpions 
and thirsty ground where there was no water, who 
brought you water out of the flinty rock, 16who fed 
you in the wilderness with manna that your fathers 
did not know, that he might humble you and test 
you, to do you good in the end. 17Beware lest you 
say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my 
hand have gotten me this wealth.’ 18You shall 
remember the LORD your God, for it is he who 
gives you power to get wealth, that he may 
confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, 
as it is this day. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 
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NEW TESTAMENT READING Galatians 5:1, 13–25 
 1For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm 
therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery. . . . 
 13For you were called to freedom, brothers. 
Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity 
for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 
14For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15But if you 
bite and devour one another, watch out that you 
are not consumed by one another. 
 16But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not 
gratify the desires of the flesh. 17For the desires of 
the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of 
the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are 
opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the 
things you want to do. 18But if you are led by the 

Spirit, you are not under the law. 19Now the works 
of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, 
impurity, sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmity, 
strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, 
divisions, 21envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things 
like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that 
those who do such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 22But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control; against 
such things there is no law. 24And those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with 
its passions and desires. 
 25If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the 
Spirit. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:43–48 
 43“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall 
love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44But I 
say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, 45so that you may be sons of 
your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his 
sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain 
on the just and on the unjust. 46For if you love 

those who love you, what reward do you have? Do 
not even the tax collectors do the same? 47And if 
you greet only your brothers, what more are you 
doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the 
same? 48You therefore must be perfect, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect. 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord.   C Praise to You, O Christ. 

CREED Nicene Creed 
C    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 

invisible. 

   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for 
us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again 
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

   And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 
of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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BEFORE YOU, LORD, WE BOW LSB 966 

 

 

 
Text: Francis Scott Key, 1779–1843, alt. Tune: John Darwall, 1731–89 Text and tune: Public domain 

TEACHING FROM GOD’S WORD Message Notes 

Main Points: 
 
 
 
 
One thing NEW I learned: 
 
 
 
 

What can I apply to my life? 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P Let us pray: 
C O Lord, our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you 

have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your 
service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that 
you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 
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THE LORD'S SUPPER 

P The Lord be with you.  
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we 

should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose power and salvation transcends the nations and kingdoms of 
the world. Lead us to Your heavenly kingdom, where in divine glory and freedom from sin His name is 
worshiped and glorified. Therefore with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, with the 
saints gathered before Your throne from every nation, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, saying: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.” 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

PEACE OF THE LORD - PAX DOMINI John 20:19  209 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Thanks be to God. 

To our visitors: The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. John in the 
confession that not only bread and wine, but Jesus Christ’s very body 
and blood are given to us to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of our 
sins and to strengthen our faith in Him and our union (communion) 
with one another. Our Lord invites to His table all those who believe 
His words, repent of all sin, and set aside all refusal to forgive and 
love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 
until He comes. If this is your first time at St John or have not been 
instructed about the Lord’s Supper, we ask that you speak to the 
Pastor before participating in the Lord’s Supper 
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LAMB OF GOD - AGNUS DEI John 1:29  210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

DISTRIBUTION 

WHEN PEACE, LIKE A RIVER LSB 763 

 

 

 

 
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828–88, alt. Tune: Philip P. Bliss, 1838–76 Text and tune: Public domain 
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NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD LSB 895 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Rinckart, 1586–1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 Text and tune: Public domain 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift. 

As Christ has forgiven us and set us free, we rejoice in our independence from all we ever need fear. 
Grant Your holy and life-giving Spirit that we may serve You as we seek to end divisions, overcome 
prejudice, and seek justice. Grant that we live in peace with one another through the peace You have 
restored in our relationship with You; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  C Amen. 

CLOSING SENTENCES Galatians 5:1, 25 
P For freedom Christ has set us free; 
C stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
P If we live by the Spirit, 
C let us also walk by the Spirit. 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GOD BLESS OUR NATIVE LAND LSB 965 

 

 

 
Text (st. 1): Charles T. Brooks, 1813–83, alt.; (st. 2): John S. Dwight, 1813–93, alt. Tune: Thesaurus Musicus, c. 1740, London Text and tune: Public domain 
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