
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Wheatfield, New York May 8, 2022 
 
AS WE GATHER  
Many people in the world are deaf to God’s presence and certainly to His Word. Some people refused to 
believe when they physically met Jesus, as in today’s Gospel. Paul had to warn church leaders that 
opposition might even come from within, from wolves in sheep’s clothing. But by the grace of God in 

Scripture, we hear our Good Shepherd speaking to us about His grace and mercy. John’s vision of the Lamb’s eternal victory 
lets us hear the eternal praises of saints and angels in heaven. Today is an opportunity to tell one another in word and song 
about our faith, asking our brothers and sisters if they also are hearing all the good news about our Shepherd. We leave to ask 
our friends and neighbors the same question. What joy when they may say with us, “The Lord is my shepherd too!”

 
 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 23:1, 6b; Revelation 7:17 
P The LORD is my shepherd; 
C I shall not want. 
P For the Lamb in the midst of the throne 
C will be their shepherd, 
P and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. 
C And I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 
“THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD, I’LL NOT WANT” LSB 710 

 

 

 
Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, 1650, Edinburgh, Tune: William Gardiner, 1770–1853, Text and tune: Public domain 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

A moment of silence to reflect on God’s Word and to examine our hearts before Him. 

P Lord, our God, 
C we confess that we have strayed from hearing the voice of Your Son, our Shepherd, who went 

through death to eternal life for us. We have failed to trust in You fully. We have sinned in our 
thoughts, words, and deeds. Forgive us and renew in us faith and trust. Grant us to hear anew our 
Shepherd’s voice and to follow wherever He leads, until we see Him with You in Your eternal 
house. 

P Fellow sheep within Christ’s fold, our Lord Jesus was God’s sacrificial Lamb and has gone through 
death, paying for the sins of all people, and He now reigns in eternity. Therefore, in His stead and by His 
command, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

KYRIE Mark 10:47  LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 
 
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
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THIS IS THE FEAST Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9  LSB 155 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of Your 

sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who 
calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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FIRST READING Psalm 23 
1The LORD is my shepherd; 
 I shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
 He leads me beside still waters. 
3He restores my soul. 
 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
 your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING Revelation 7:9–17 
 9After this I looked, and behold, a great 
multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their 
hands, 10and crying out with a loud voice, 
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And all the angels 
were standing around the throne and around the 
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell 
on their faces before the throne and worshiped 
God, 12saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and 
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power 
and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
 13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, 
“Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from 
where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you 

know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones 
coming out of the great tribulation. They have 
washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 

15“Therefore they are before the throne of 
God, and serve him day and night in his 
temple; and he who sits on the throne will 
shelter them with his presence. 
16They shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
anymore; the sun shall not strike them, 
 nor any scorching heat. 
17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will 
be their shepherd, and he will guide them to 
springs of living water, and God will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL John 10:22–30 
 22At that time the Feast of Dedication took place 
at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus was 
walking in the temple, in the colonnade of 
Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and 
said to him, “How long will you keep us in 
suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 
25Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not 
believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name 
bear witness about me, 26but you do not believe 

because you are not part of my flock. 27My sheep 
hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow 
me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never 
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my 
hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me, is 
greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them 
out of the Father’s hand. 30I and the Father are 
one.” 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord.  C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLE'S CREED Nicene Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
“THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS” LSB 709 

 

 

 
 
5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 
And, oh, what transport of delight 
    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 
6 And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
    Within Thy house forever! 

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77, Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent., Text and tune: Public domain 
 

TEACHING FROM GOD’S WORD Message Notes 

Main Points: 
 
 
 
One thing NEW I learned: 
 
 
 

What can I apply to my life? 

 
OFFERING 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH Psalm 23 
P Heavenly Father, in Your name Your Son purchased us with His own most holy blood, and He now 

leads us through the gate of death to our eternal home with You. As the sheep of His fold, inspire us to 
hear His voice gladly and to follow Him steadfastly through every tribulation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Lord God, Shepherd of souls, You call faithful people to be your under shepherds who tend to Your 

flock, urging them to follow in the way of Christ. Bless Your Church under the care of your servants, 
and instill in them all wisdom, fortitude, humility and grace to lead Your people. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P O Lord, You have provided us with the gift of family. Bless those who have shown us a mother’s love 

and nurtured our lives from childhood. Bless and protect all mothers with child, all those who have 
suffered miscarriage or the death of a child, and all those who have yearned for a child and lived with the 
pain of this unfulfilled longing. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Compassionate Lord, You will not allow any power or enemy to triumph over Your saving purpose or 

snatch Your lambs from Your hand. Give us wise and faithful leaders who will govern in our land 
according to Your Law and defend the lives of the unborn, the orphaned, the widowed and the aged. 
Bless all those who make, administer and judge our laws, that they may not hinder Your purpose. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Gracious God, You have not forgotten us in our afflictions or abandoned us in our weakness. Deliver the 

sick and suffering according to Your will, and give Your comfort to the dying, especially to those who 
have requested our prayers [including _____________]. Guard us against despair, and grant us patience 
in the days of our trouble as we await Your perfect healing. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Lord, enthroned in heaven, You gather Your saints into the shelter of Your presence, making them white 

in the blood of the Lamb. Keep us faithful throughout our lives here, and bring us through death to join 
them in the ceaseless praises of heaven. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P All this we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
P Taught by our LORD and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION Hebrews 13:20-21 

P Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd 
of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may 
do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be 
glory forever and ever. 

C Amen. 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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“SAVIOR, LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD US” LSB 711 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt. 
Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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