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AS WE GATHER 
To love and trust in earthly wealth is vanity. For nothing of this earth will last forever, nor can any of it grant eternal life 
(Eccl. 5:10). But the one who trusts in God is “occupied with joy in his heart” and is able to sleep in peace, “whether he 
eats little or much,” because he knows that the “days of his life” are “the gift of God” (Eccl. 5:12, 18–20). The person 
who trusts in riches cannot sleep, because he “shall take nothing for his toil that he may carry away in his hand” (Eccl. 
5:15). Therefore, it is difficult “for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God” (Mark 20:23). Indeed, it is 
impossible for man, yet “all things are possible with God” (Mark 20:27). Thus, the Rich Man, Jesus Christ, has made 
Himself poor and has gone through “the eye of a needle,” through death and the grave, “to enter the kingdom of God” 
on our behalf (Mark 20:24–25). He is the “great high priest who has passed through the heavens” (Heb. 4:14), so that 
we may now enter His Sabbath rest by faith in His forgiveness (Heb. 4:3–9). 

 
 
INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 92:1–4; 93:5 
P It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; 
C to declare Your steadfast love in the morning, and Your faithfulness by night, to the music of the 

lute and the harp, to the melody of the lyre. 
  
P For You, O LORD, have made me glad by Your work; 
C at the works of Your hands I sing for joy. 
  
P Your decrees are very trustworthy; 
C holiness befits Your house, O LORD, forevermore. 
 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 1 John 1:8–9; John 20:19-23    151 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
  
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 



2 

HYMN:   “GOD OF GRACE AND GOD OF GLORY” LSB 850 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. Gracious Lord of all, let nothing interfere with our commitment to You. Give us that sense 

of priority that values all things properly and treasures nothing above Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and rules with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ecclesiastes 5:10–20 
 10He who loves money will not be satisfied with 
money, nor he who loves wealth with his income; 
this also is vanity. 11When goods increase, they 
increase who eat them, and what advantage has 
their owner but to see them with his eyes? 12Sweet 
is the sleep of a laborer, whether he eats little or 
much, but the full stomach of the rich will not let 
him sleep. 
 13There is a grievous evil that I have seen under 
the sun: riches were kept by their owner to his 
hurt, 14and those riches were lost in a bad venture. 
And he is father of a son, but he has nothing in his 
hand. 15As he came from his mother’s womb he 
shall go again, naked as he came, and shall take 
nothing for his toil that he may carry away in his 

hand. 16This also is a grievous evil: just as he 
came, so shall he go, and what gain is there to him 
who toils for the wind? 17Moreover, all his days he 
eats in darkness in much vexation and sickness 
and anger. 
 18Behold, what I have seen to be good and 
fitting is to eat and drink and find enjoyment in all 
the toil with which one toils under the sun the few 
days of his life that God has given him, for this is 
his lot. 19Everyone also to whom God has given 
wealth and possessions and power to enjoy them, 
and to accept his lot and rejoice in his toil—this is 
the gift of God. 20For he will not much remember 
the days of his life because God keeps him 
occupied with joy in his heart. 

 L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE Hebrews 4:1–13 
 1Therefore, while the promise of entering his 
rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you should 
seem to have failed to reach it. 2For good news 
came to us just as to them, but the message they 
heard did not benefit them, because they were 
not united by faith with those who listened. 3For 
we who have believed enter that rest, as he has 
said, “As I swore in my wrath, ‘They shall not 
enter my rest,’” although his works were 
finished from the foundation of the world. 4For 
he has somewhere spoken of the seventh day in 
this way: “And God rested on the seventh day 
from all his works.” 5And again in this passage 
he said, “They shall not enter my rest.” 
 6Since therefore it remains for some to enter 
it, and those who formerly received the good 
news failed to enter because of disobedience, 
7again he appoints a certain day, “Today,” 

saying through David so long afterward, in the 
words already quoted, “Today, if you hear his 
voice, do not harden your hearts.” 
 8For if Joshua had given them rest, God would 
not have spoken of another day later on. 9So 
then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people 
of God, 10for whoever has entered God’s rest has 
also rested from his works as God did from his. 
 11Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so 
that no one may fall by the same sort of 
disobedience. 12For the word of God is living 
and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of 
joints and of marrow, and discerning the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13And no 
creature is hidden from his sight, but all are 
naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom 
we must give account. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 10:35–45
 35And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
came up to [Jesus] and said to him, “Teacher, we 
want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 
36And he said to them, “What do you want me to 
do for you?” 37And they said to him, “Grant us 
to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, 
in your glory.” 38Jesus said to them, “You do not 
know what you are asking. Are you able to drink 
the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the 
baptism with which I am baptized?” 39And they 
said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to 
them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and 
with the baptism with which I am baptized, you 
will be baptized, 40but to sit at my right hand or 

at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those 
for whom it has been prepared.” 41And when the 
ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James 
and John. 42And Jesus called them to him and 
said to them, “You know that those who are 
considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 
them, and their great ones exercise authority 
over them. 43But it shall not be so among you. 
But whoever would be great among you must be 
your servant, 44and whoever would be first 
among you must be slave of all. 45For even the 
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord.  C Praise to You, O Christ. 

NICENE CREED 
C    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 

and invisible. 

   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 

   And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 
for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to 
come. Amen. 
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HYMN:   “GRACIOUS GOD, YOU SEND GREAT BLESSINGS” LSB 782 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004146, Tune: Public domain 

 

TEACHING FROM GOD’S WORD 
Message Notes 

Main Points: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One thing NEW I learned: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What can I apply to my life? 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
OFFERING 
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THE LORD'S SUPPER 

TO OUR VISITORS: The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. John in the confession that not only bread and wine, but 
Jesus Christ’s very body and blood are given to us to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen 
our faith in Him and our union (communion) with one another. Our Lord invites to His table all those who believe His 
words, repent of all sin, and set aside all refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth 
His death until He comes. If this is your first time at St John or have not been instructed about the Lord’s Supper, we ask 
that you speak to the Pastor before participating in the Lord’s Supper. 
 

PREPARATION FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P Glorious Father in heaven, we, Your children, who are filled with Your Spirit and guided by Your Word 

of truth, lift Your name on high and sing Your praises this day. You have redeemed us from hell, death, 
and the devil through the sacrifice of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. As Your forgiven children, we 
come to Your throne of grace to receive the gift You provide for us, the true body and blood of our 
Savior. Nurture our faith in Christ as we stand united as one holy people, lifting our voice and singing: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

P Taught by our LORD and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after 
supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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PEACE OF THE LORD - PAX DOMINI John 20:19 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

LAMB OF GOD - AGNUS DEI John 1:29  LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

HYMN:   “AMAZING GRACE” LSB 744 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P Let us pray. Heavenly Father, we thank You for having fed us with Your life-giving food. Strengthen us 

through the same, direct us that in each day of our lives we find a new appreciation of Your goodness, 
and finally, after the close of our earthly days spent in worship of You and in service to others, grant us a 
portion with the saints in light eternal. This we ask through Jesus Christ, our everlasting High Priest, who 
with You and the Holy Spirit are one God, world without end. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

HYMN:   “GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING” LSB 922 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004146, Tune: Public domain 
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