
 
 
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Wheatfield, New York September 19, 2021 
 
 

AS WE GATHER 
Jesus’ disciples did not understand the prophecy about His death and resurrection. They focused, instead, on their 
personal greatness. So, He inverted their viewpoint, using a child to explain that true greatness is in humble servanthood, 
in welcoming even children (then considered to be without status). But our inner passions rebel and war against such 
servanthood, as James explains in the Epistle. Fortunately, by the gracious gift of faith, in place of personal struggles, we 
can rely on God, as Jeremiah does in the Old Testament Reading and David in today’s psalm. Our Lord is the humblest 
and therefore greatest Servant, and by His death and resurrection He has proclaimed that God’s grace knows no bounds. 
Confidently, we can follow Him in humble servanthood each day. 

 
INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. C Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION James 3:18; 4:5–6, 8; Psalm 54:1–2, 4, 6 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I proclaim to you that all your sins are 
forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  C Amen 

HYMN:   “OPEN NOW THY GATES OF BEAUTY” LSB 901 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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T HOLY BAPTISM T 

Dublin Donald Donner 
Son of James and Corinna Donner  

BAPTISMAL ADDRESS Matthew 28:18b–19; Mark 16:16a; 1 Peter 3:21 
P Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” In the last chapter of Mark our Lord promises, 
“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.” And the apostle Peter has written, “Baptism now 
saves you.” The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are under the 
power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own. We would be lost forever unless delivered from sin, 
death, and everlasting condemnation. But the Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus 
Christ, who atoned for the sin of the whole world, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 

SIGN OF THE CROSS 
P Receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your T forehead and upon your T heart to mark you as one 

redeemed by Christ the crucified. 

HOLY GOSPEL FOR BAPTISM Mark 10:13–16 NKJV 
P Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark: “They brought young children to Jesus that He 

might touch them; but the disciples rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He 
was greatly displeased and said to them, ‘Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid 
them; for of such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.’ And He took them up in His arms, put 
His hands on them, and blessed them.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  C   Thanks be to God. 

ADDRESS TO SPONSORS 
P From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing sponsors for baptismal 

candidates. In the Evangelical Lutheran Church sponsors are to confess the faith expressed in the 
Apostles’ Creed and taught in the Small Catechism. After Dublin has been baptized you are at all 
times to remember him in your prayers, support him in his ongoing instruction and nurture in the 
Christian faith, encourage him in regular worship and faithful reception of the Lord’s Supper, 
and be an example to him of the holy life of faith in Christ and love for our neighbor. Is it your 
intention to serve Dublin as sponsors in the Christian faith? 

R Yes, with the help of God. 

P God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with His grace fulfill 
what we are unable to do. 

C Amen. 

LORD'S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
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PROFESSION OF OUR COMMON FAITH spoken by everyone 
P Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 
C Yes, I renounce them. 
P Do you believe in God, the Father? 
C Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
C Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
C Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

T THE BAPTISM T 
P I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

BLESSING OF THE NEWLY BAPTIZED & BAPTISMAL CANDLE 

THE WELCOME 
P Through baptism God has added Dublin to His own people to declare the wonderful deeds of our Savior, 

who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. 
C We welcome you into the Lord's family. We receive you as a fellow member of the body of Christ, 

a child of the same heavenly Father, to work with us in His kingdom. 

PRAYER FOR THE NEWLY BAPTIZED 
P Let us pray. Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that You graciously 

preserve and enlarge Your family and have granted Dublin the new birth in Holy Baptism and made him 
a member of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and an heir of Your heavenly kingdom. We humbly 
implore You that, as he has now become Your child, You would keep him in Your baptismal grace, that 
according to Your good pleasure he may faithfully grow to lead a godly life to the praise and honor of 
Your holy name and finally, with all Your saints, obtain the promised inheritance in heaven; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

P To you, Dublin, the Lord bless you in all your ways from this time forth and forevermore. 
C Amen. 

HYMN:   “OPEN NOW THY GATES OF BEAUTY” LSB 901 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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OLD TESTAMENT Jeremiah 11:18–20 
18The LORD made it known to me and I knew; 
then you showed me their deeds. 19But I was like 
a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. I did not know 
it was against me they devised schemes, saying, 
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut 
him off from the land of the living, that his name 

be remembered no more.” 20But, O LORD of 
hosts, who judges righteously, who tests the 
heart and the mind, let me see your vengeance 
upon them, for to you have I committed my 
cause. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

NEW TESTAMENT James 3:13—4:10 
 13Who is wise and understanding among you? 
By his good conduct let him show his works in 
the meekness of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter 
jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do 
not boast and be false to the truth. 15This is not 
the wisdom that comes down from above, but is 
earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16For where 
jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be 
disorder and every vile practice. 17But the 
wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good 
fruits, impartial and sincere. 18And a harvest of 
righteousness is sown in peace by those who 
make peace. 
 1What causes quarrels and what causes fights 
among you? Is it not this, that your passions are 
at war within you? 2You desire and do not have, 
so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so 
you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because 
you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, 

because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your 
passions. 4You adulterous people! Do you not 
know that friendship with the world is enmity 
with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a 
friend of the world makes himself an enemy of 
God. 5Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that 
the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the 
spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6But he 
gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God 
opposes the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble.” 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
8Draw near to God, and he will draw near to 
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify 
your hearts, you double-minded. 9Be wretched 
and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be 
turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 
10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he 
will exalt you. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 9:30–37 
 30[The disciples] went on from there and 
passed through Galilee. And [Jesus] did not 
want anyone to know, 31for he was teaching his 
disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is 
going to be delivered into the hands of men, and 
they will kill him. And when he is killed, after 
three days he will rise.” 32But they did not 
understand the saying, and were afraid to ask 
him. 
 33And they came to Capernaum. And when he 
was in the house he asked them, “What were 

you discussing on the way?” 34But they kept 
silent, for on the way they had argued with one 
another about who was the greatest. 35And he sat 
down and called the twelve. And he said to 
them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last 
of all and servant of all.” 36And he took a child 
and put him in the midst of them, and taking him 
in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever 
receives one such child in my name receives me, 
and whoever receives me, receives not me but 
him who sent me.” 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord.  C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN:   “LORD OF GLORY, YOU HAVE BOUGHT US” LSB 851 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

TEACHING FROM GOD’S WORD 
Message Notes 

Main Points: 
 
 
 
 
One thing NEW I learned: 
 
 
 
 

What can I apply to my life? 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

OFFERING 
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THE LORD'S SUPPER 

TO OUR VISITORS: The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. John in the confession that not only bread and wine, but 
Jesus Christ’s very body and blood are given to us to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen 
our faith in Him and our union (communion) with one another. Our Lord invites to His table all those who believe His 
words, repent of all sin, and set aside all refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth 
His death until He comes. If this is your first time at St John or have not been instructed about the Lord’s Supper, we ask 
that you speak to the Pastor before participating in the Lord’s Supper. 

PREPARATION FOR THE LORD'S SUPPER 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

P Taught by our LORD and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in  
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

PEACE OF THE LORD - PAX DOMINI John 20:19 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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LAMB OF GOD - AGNUS DEI John 1:29  LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN:   “THE LAMB” LSB 547 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004146 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
P Let us pray. Grant, O Lord, that this Sacrament we have now received strengthen us in faith and in 

loving service to one another. As we have shared in the hospitality of Your Table, give us faith to live 
each day as Your people who are given to hospitality, charity, and service in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

C Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

HYMN:   “AMAZING GRACE” LSB 744 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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