
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Wheatfield, New York August 29, 2021 

AS WE GATHER 
Today we see the importance of God’s Word in our lives. God’s Word is what kept the Israelites as they entered the 
Promised Land. God’s Word is the sword of the Spirit, a portion of the armor of God we are given and told to put on. 
God’s Word leads us, protects us, and helps us fight against the evil one. 

 
OPENING PRAYER & INVOCATION 

P We gather in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. C Amen. 

PSALM 119:129–131, 135 
P  Your testimonies are wonderful; therefore my soul keeps them. 
C  The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts understanding to the simple. 
P  I open my mouth and pant, because I long for your commandments. 
C  Make your face shine upon your servant, and teach me your statutes. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P We are God’s people. Through His Word, He has given us wisdom and understanding to follow His 

ways. Yet, there are times when we have chosen foolishness over wisdom, willful ignorance instead of 
understanding. Still, even now, our heavenly Father invites us to come to Him and ask for forgiveness. 

Silence for reflection. 
P Heavenly Father, 
C we have ignored Your Word. We have lived according to our own commands rather than Yours. 

We have chosen the wisdom of the world instead of Your perfect wisdom. Forgive us, create in us 
new hearts, and renew right spirits within us, so that we may follow where You are leading, for the 
sake of Jesus. Amen. 

P Almighty God, in His infinite wisdom and grace, sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die and rise for our sins. 
Because of Jesus, the joy of our salvation is restored, and no iniquity can remain in dominion over us. 
Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  C Amen.  

HYMN:   “FATHER WELCOMES” LSB 605 
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T HOLY BAPTISM T 

Elisabeth Kay Rogers 
Daughter of Zachary & Katherine Rogers 

BAPTISMAL ADDRESS Matthew 28:18b–19; Mark 16:16a; 1 Peter 3:21 
P Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” In the last chapter of Mark our Lord promises, 
“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.” And the apostle Peter has written, “Baptism now 
saves you.” The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and are under the 
power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own. We would be lost forever unless delivered from sin, 
death, and everlasting condemnation. But the Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus 
Christ, who atoned for the sin of the whole world, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 

SIGN OF THE CROSS 
P Receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your T forehead and upon your T heart to mark you as one 

redeemed by Christ the crucified. 

HOLY GOSPEL FOR BAPTISM Mark 10:13–16 NKJV 
P Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark: “They brought young children to Jesus that He 

might touch them; but the disciples rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He 
was greatly displeased and said to them, ‘Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid 
them; for of such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.’ And He took them up in His arms, put 
His hands on them, and blessed them.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  C  Thanks be to God. 

ADDRESS TO SPONSORS 
P From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing sponsors for baptismal 

candidates. In the Evangelical Lutheran Church sponsors are to confess the faith expressed in the 
Apostles’ Creed and taught in the Small Catechism. After Elisabeth has been baptized you are 
at all times to remember her in your prayers, support her in her ongoing instruction and nurture 
in the Christian faith, encourage her in regular worship and faithful reception of the Lord’s 
Supper, and be an example to her of the holy life of faith in Christ and love for our neighbor. Is it 
your intention to serve Elisabeth as sponsors in the Christian faith? 

R Yes, with the help of God. 

P God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with His grace fulfill 
what we are unable to do. 

C Amen. 

LORD'S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
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PROFESSION OF OUR COMMON FAITH spoken by everyone 
P Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 
C Yes, I renounce them. 
P Do you believe in God, the Father? 
C Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
C Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
C Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

T THE BAPTISM T 
P I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

BLESSING OF THE NEWLY BAPTIZED & BAPTISMAL CANDLE 

THE WELCOME 
P Through baptism God has added Elisabeth to His own people to declare the wonderful deeds of our 

Savior, who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. 
C We welcome you into the Lord's family. We receive you as a fellow member of the body of Christ, 

a child of the same heavenly Father, to work with us in His kingdom. 

PRAYER FOR THE NEWLY BAPTIZED 
P Let us pray. Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that You graciously 

preserve and enlarge Your family and have granted Elisabeth the new birth in Holy Baptism and made 
her a member of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and an heir of Your heavenly kingdom. We humbly 
implore You that, as she has now become Your child, You would keep her in Your baptismal grace, that 
according to Your good pleasure she may faithfully grow to lead a godly life to the praise and honor of 
Your holy name and finally, with all Your saints, obtain the promised inheritance in heaven; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

P To you, Elisabeth, the Lord bless you in all your ways from this time forth and forevermore. 
C Amen. 

HYMN:   “FATHER WELCOMES” LSB 605 

Refrain:  Father welcomes all His children 
    To His fam’ly through His Son. 

Father giving His salvation, 
    Life forever has been won. 

 

3 Let us daily die to sin; 
Let us daily rise with Him, 
Walk in the love of Christ our Lord, 
Live in the peace of God. Refrain 

Text: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: OAR Hymn License no. 110004146 
  



4 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 4:1–2, 6–9 
 1“Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the 
just decrees that I am teaching you, and do them, 
that you may live, and go in and take possession 
of the land that the LORD, the God of your 
fathers, is giving you. 2You shall not add to the 
word that I command you, nor take from it, that 
you may keep the commandments of the LORD 
your God that I command you. . . . 
 6Keep them and do them, for that will be your 
wisdom and your understanding in the sight of 
the peoples, who, when they hear all these 
statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a 

wise and understanding people.’ 7For what great 
nation is there that has a god so near to it as the 
LORD our God is to us, whenever we call upon 
him? 8And what great nation is there, that has 
statutes and just decrees so righteous as all this 
law that I set before you today? 
 9“Only take care, and keep your soul 
diligently, lest you forget the things that your 
eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your 
heart all the days of your life. Make them known 
to your children and your children’s children.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

NEW TESTAMENT READING Ephesians 6:10–20 
 10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the 
strength of his might. 11Put on the whole armor 
of God, that you may be able to stand against the 
schemes of the devil. 12For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the cosmic 
powers over this present darkness, against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 
13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, 
having fastened on the belt of truth, and having 
put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15and, as 
shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness 

given by the gospel of peace. 16In all 
circumstances take up the shield of faith, with 
which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of 
the evil one; 17and take the helmet of salvation, 
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God, 18praying at all times in the Spirit, with all 
prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert 
with all perseverance, making supplication for 
all the saints, 19and also for me, that words may 
be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to 
proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I 
am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare 
it boldly, as I ought to speak. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 7:14–23 
 14[Jesus] called the people to him again and 
said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and 
understand: 15There is nothing outside a person 
that by going into him can defile him, but the 
things that come out of a person are what defile 
him.” 17And when he had entered the house and 
left the people, his disciples asked him about the 
parable. 18And he said to them, “Then are you 
also without understanding? Do you not see that 
whatever goes into a person from outside cannot 

defile him, 19since it enters not his heart but his 
stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he declared all 
foods clean.) 20And he said, “What comes out of 
a person is what defiles him. 21For from within, 
out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, 
sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 
22coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, 
slander, pride, foolishness. 23All these evil things 
come from within, and they defile a person.” 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord.  C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN:   “BY GRACE I’M SAVED” LSB 566 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

TEACHING FROM GOD'S WORD 

OFFERING 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

Almighty God, we ask You to be near us with Your Word and Spirit. Guide and lead us, that we may not 
stray from the way of Your commandments nor forget the wonderful blessings that You have given to 
us. Direct us always with Your Word of truth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P By Your Holy Spirit, protect us this day from the assaults of the devil. Equip us with the full armor of 

God, that we may be clothed in truth, righteousness, peace, faith and salvation, bearing the sword of the 
spirit, which is Your Word. Keep us all in safety and security from the forces of the evil one. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Heavenly Father, preserve us from all that would defile us in heart and soul. Keep us from all evil 

thoughts and desires. Create in us a pure heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us, that we would 
be holy as You are holy. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P God of all knowledge and wisdom, grant us to know You and Your love. Bless our students and parents, 

teachers and staff, and all who teach the faith, that the Gospel may continue to spread throughout our 
community and the world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Lord, You are the strength of the weak and the refuge of the powerless. Be with Your people who are 

struggling with doubt and temptation. Grant assurance to the doubtful and deliverance to those tempted 
by this world. Give Your power, grace and love to those who need it. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Lord of life, bring health and healing to Your people. We pray for everyone in need of Your mercy today 

[including ______________]. Strengthen them with Your Word of grace, that they would look to You 
for comfort in the midst of suffering and pain. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Lord God, purify our hearts with Your cleansing Word. Remove all impurities from us, and enable us to 

lead godly lives before You. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 

LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me 

this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin 
and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, 
my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 
power over me. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

HYMN:   “LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING” LSB 924 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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In September we will stop using the sealed bread/wine containers and the self-
serve approach to receiving Communion. We will return to the bread wafers 
handed out by the Pastor and the individual cups of wine delivered by the 
Elder. We are also adopting better hygiene practices to promote good health. 

We know that some found it nice to not have to climb the stairs or that we all 
stood (kneeling can be very difficult) to receive the Lord's Supper so the Elders 
and Pastor thought of a couple options. 

One option is to move the communion rail to the lower step so no one would 
need to walk up stairs, but this would require some construction and 
rearrangement of many items and can't be accomplished in a few weeks, and 
would take careful thought and planning (but it still might be a future option). 

Another option is to allow people to receive Communion on the main level 
and/or come up to the communion rail. We have already tried this for a few 
weeks while using the sealed bread/wine containers and self-serve approach. 
While this would accommodate more situations, we realized it may become too 
confusing or distracting with all the movement required. 

So, we will return to the practice of coming to the communion rail for 
distribution. We will continue to come to people in their seats who are not able 
to come to the communion rail, and we want you to know that it is perfectly 
acceptable to stand instead of kneeling for those who may have a hard time 
getting down or back up. The Lord's Supper is not about how we "place our 
body" but about God coming to us and blessing us. 

We are glad that we had the opportunity to celebrate the Lord's Supper in a safe 
manner with the sealed containers and modified distribution and have had the 
opportunity to think through how best to handle distribution in the future making 
it a safe and joyous experience to come to the Lord's Table. 

Please let us know if you have any thoughts or concerns. 
 

TO OUR VISITORS: The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at St. John in the confession that not only bread and wine, but Jesus 
Christ’s very body and blood are given to us to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of our sins and to strengthen our faith in 
Him and our union (communion) with one another. Our Lord invites to His table all those who believe His words, repent of 
all sin, and set aside all refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He 
comes. If this is your first time at St John or have not been instructed about the Lord’s Supper, we ask that you speak to the 
Pastor before participating in the Lord’s Supper. 

 


