ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL May 16, 2021
Wheatfield, New York Seventh Sunday of Easter

AS WE GATHER
Some of the most memorable portraits of Jesus shared with us by the Gospel writers depict times when He prayed. We
remember Him teaching the disciples to pray when He was on the mountain, sharing the heart of His teaching. We have the
powerful portrait of Him praying in the Garden of Gethsemane the night He was betrayed. And in John’s Gospel is recorded
what is known as the High Priestly Prayer of our Lord. Jesus prayed for His people during His earthly ministry; He continues
that praying for us. In his first epistle, John writes that “we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous”
(1 John 2:1). There is holy conversation in heaven just as sure as there is holy conversation on earth when we pray!

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20
(P} In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Great is Thy faith - ful-ness, Lord, un - to me! Text & Tune: Public domain
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 1 John 1:8-9; John 20:19-23; John 1:12; Philippians 1:6

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have

1



not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy

on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

may delight in Your will and walk in Your

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all

our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and
bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to

completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
THIS IS THE FEAST

Amen.
Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9; LSB 155
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

al-le - lu-ia,

ia,

Let us pray. O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not

without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Father; for You live and

reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST READING
Blesséd is the man
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
nor stands in the way of sinners,
nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
2put his delight is in the law of the LORD,
and on his law he meditates day and night.
3He is like a tree planted by streams of water
that yields its fruit in its season,

This is the Word of the Lord.

Amen.

Psalm 1
and its leaf does not wither.
In all that he does, he prospers.

4The wicked are not so,

but are like chaff that the wind drives away.
5Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,

nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;
¢for the LORD knows the way of the righteous,

but the way of the wicked will perish.

Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING

°If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony
of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God
that he has borne concerning his Son. **Whoever
believes in the Son of God has the testimony in
himself. Whoever does not believe God has made
him a liar, because he has not believed in the
testimony that God has borne concerning his Son.
1 And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal
life, and this life is in his Son. 2Whoever has the Son

This is the Word of the Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL
[Jesus said:] “Holy Father, keep them in your

name, which you have given me, that they may be
one, even as we are one. 22While | was with them, |
kept them in your name, which you have given me. |
have guarded them, and not one of them has been
lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture
might be fulfilled. **But now | am coming to you,
and these things | speak in the world, that they may
have my joy fulfilled in themselves. *I have given

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
APOSTLE'S CREED

1 John 5:9-15
has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does
not have life.

13] write these things to you who believe in the
name of the Son of God that you may know that you
have eternal life. And this is the confidence that we
have toward him, that if we ask anything according
to his will he hears us. And if we know that he
hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have
the requests that we have asked of him.

Thanks be to God.

John 17:11b-19
them your word, and the world has hated them
because they are not of the world, just as | am not of
the world. 51 do not ask that you take them out of the
world, but that you keep them from the evil one.
16They are not of the world, just as | am not of the
world. Y"Sanctify them in the truth; your word is
truth. 8As you sent me into the world, so | have sent
them into the world. *°And for their sake | consecrate
myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.”

Praise to You, O Christ.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -}« everlasting. Amen.

THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION

LSB 644
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And the great Church vic - to - rious Shall be the Church at rest.
That we, like saints be - fore us, May see You face to face. Text and tune: Public domain

TEACHING FROM GOD’S WORD
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OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

We pray for the Church, that the light of the Gospel of salvation be proclaimed and the gifts of God be
shared will all people. Lord, in Your Mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for our nation and for all nations of the world, that there be an end to hostilities and that times
of peacefulness everywhere prevail. That we may know the gift of good and faithful leaders in our land;
and that justice may be served in every place, for the good of every people and for the protection of the
weak. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for our families and our neighbors, that every Christian may learn God’s Word, teach the faith
to family, and that each of us may be bold in telling the Good News of Jesus Christ to all. Grant that we
walk in the light of Christ and together praise our gracious God for all He has done for us. Lord, in Your
mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all sorts and conditions of people, especially for the hospitalized, suffering from disease and
those who are homebound. We pray for those whose lives are in transition, the unemployed, those who
are downcast or grieving, and all those for whom our petitions are desired, [including . . .]. Lord, in Your
mercy, hear our prayer.

As a community of the faithful, we remember those who have shared the faith with us and now have
departed this earthly life in hope and joy. Direct our ways on earth that we complete our journey of life
in faith and rejoice together with them eternally with saints and angels and all the company of heaven in

life everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy through Jesus
Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

The grace of our Lord I+ Jesus Christ and the love of God the Father and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. Amen.
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Heav’'n is my fa - ther - land, Heav’'n is my home.

1 shall reach home at last, Heav’'n is my home.

Heav’n is my fa - ther - land, Heav’'n is my home. Tune and text: Public domain
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