
1 

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Good Friday, April 2, 2021 

 
 
 

 

The Good Friday Tenebrae helps us experience the time of darkness that occurred during Jesus’ crucifixion. 
The Tenebrae (Latin for “darkness”) is a worship service observed during Holy Week to impress upon us the 
horrifying consequences of our sin and the magnitude of our Savior’s sacrifice for us. Candles are extinguished to 
remind us of the darkness of that day and the darkness of our sinful world. Tonight, we use seven candles as we 
remember Jesus’ seven last words from the cross. The removal of the Christ Candle near the end of the Tenebrae 
signifies the death of Jesus. The loud sound—the strepitus—represents the closing of the tomb. However, we do 
not leave in total darkness. The return of the Christ Candle reminds us that death is not the end of Jesus, nor the 
end of us. We depart in both silence and confidence, knowing that the light of Easter will soon scatter the 
darkness of Good Friday. 
 
PRELUDE:    “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” by Jacob Weber; Organ 
 “Ah, Holy Jesus” by Johann Cruger; Handbells 

We continue our worship begun on Maundy Thursday and concluding on Easter Sunday. 
OPENING SENTENCES  Isaiah 53:1–6 

P Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been 
revealed? 

C For He grew up before Him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; He had 
no form or majesty that we should look at Him, and no beauty that we should desire Him. 

P He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one 
from whom men hide their faces He was despised, and we esteemed Him not. 

C Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, 
smitten by God, and afflicted. 

P But He was wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; upon Him was 
the chastisement that brought us peace, and with His stripes we are healed. 

C All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—everyone—to His own way; and the 
LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Colossians 2:13–15 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 
We take a moment of silence to reflect on Christ’s passion for us. 

P Brothers and sisters in Christ, hear now words of forgiveness, spoken to you, flowing from the 
cross: “And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God 
made alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of 
debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This He set aside, nailing it to the cross. He 
disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in 
Him.” 

 On the cross, God the Father took your sins and laid them upon His Son, Jesus Christ. On the 
cross, Jesus triumphed over sin, death, hell, and the devil. Everything Jesus did on the cross, 
He did for you. Because of the cross, you are fully and freely forgiven. 

C Amen. 
MEDITATION 
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HYMN:   “MY SONG IS LOVE UNKNOWN” LSB 430 
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T THE TENEBRAE SEQUENCE T 
 
FIRST WORD  John 19:14–16a, Luke 23:32–34a 
 Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, 

“Behold your King!” They cried out, “Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him!” Pilate said to 
them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” So he 
delivered Him over to them to be crucified. 
 

 Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with Him. And when they came to 
the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on His right and 
one on His left. And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 

HYMN:   “O DARKEST WOE” LSB 448 

 

 

 

The first candle is extinguished. 

SECOND WORD  Luke 23:35–43 
 And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at Him, saying, “He saved others; let Him 

save Himself, if He is the Christ of God, His Chosen One!” The soldiers also mocked Him, coming 
up and offering Him sour wine and saying, “If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself!” There 
was also an inscription over Him, “This is the King of the Jews.” One of the criminals who were 
hanged railed at Him, saying, “Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself and us!” But the other 
rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this Man 
has done nothing wrong.” And he said, “Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” 
And He said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.” 
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HYMN:   “O DARKEST WOE” LSB 448 

 

 

 

The second candle is extinguished. 

THIRD WORD  John 19:25–27 
 But standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 

and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw His mother and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, 
He said to His mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then He said to the disciple, “Behold, your 
mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 

HYMN:    “STRICKEN, SMITTEN, AND AFFLICTED” LSB 451 

 

 

 

 

 

The third candle is extinguished. 
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FOURTH WORD  Matthew 27:45–47 
 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about the 

ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, 
My God, why have You forsaken Me?” And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This Man is 
calling Elijah.” 

HYMN:    “STRICKEN, SMITTEN, AND AFFLICTED” LSB 451 

 

 

 

 

 

The fourth candle is extinguished. 

FIFTH WORD  Matthew 10:38–42, John 19:28–29 
 And whoever does not take his cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me. Whoever finds his life will 

lose it, and whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. “Whoever receives you receives Me, and 
whoever receives Me receives Him who sent Me. The one who receives a prophet because he is a 
prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who receives a righteous person because he is a 
righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. And whoever gives one of these little ones 
even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his 
reward.” 
 
After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” A jar 
full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held 
it to His mouth. 
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HYMN:    “O SACRED HEAD, NOW WOUNDED” LSB 450 

 

 

 

 

The fifth candle is extinguished. 

SIXTH WORD  Hebrews 9:11–12, 15, 27–28, John 19:30a 
 But when Christ appeared as a High Priest of the good things that have come, then through the 

greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) He entered once for 
all into the Holy Places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of His own 
blood, thus securing an eternal redemption . . . Therefore He is the mediator of a new covenant, so 
that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred 
that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant . . . And just as it is 
appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to 
bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are 
eagerly waiting for Him. 
 
When Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished.” 
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HYMN:   “O SACRED HEAD, NOW WOUNDED” LSB 450 

 

 

 

 

The sixth candle is extinguished. 

SEVENTH WORD  Luke 23:44–46 
 It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, 

while the sun’s light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, calling out 
with a loud voice, said, “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit!” And having said this He 
breathed his last. 

HYMN:   “WERE YOU THERE” LSB 456 

 

 

 

 

The seventh candle is extinguished. 
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Matthew 27:54 
When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and 
what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” 
 
 
PRAYER 

P Almighty God, we ask You to look with mercy on Your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ 
was willing to be betrayed and given over to the hands of sinful men to suffer death on the cross; 
who now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 

C Amen. 
 

Removal of the Christ Candle 
T 

The Strepitus 
T 

Return of the Christ Candle 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

There is no Benediction as this is not the end but it is preparation for our Easter Celebration. 

We leave in silence. 
 

 

 


