ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL Sunday, February 14, 2021
Wheatfield, New York

OPENING PRAYER & INVOCATION
(P] We gather in the name of the Father and of the -1~ Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
(P) Today we celebrate the transfiguration of Jesus. We hear the voice of our heavenly Father saying, “This
is My beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased; listen to Him.” Yet, as we follow Jesus, we have often
failed to listen to His words. We have chosen to listen to the voice of the world rather than the voice of
our transfigured Lord. So now, we come before our heavenly Father to ask for His forgiveness.

Silence for reflection.

(P] Heavenly Father,

we confess that we have not listened to You or Your Son. We have ignored His voice and plugged
our ears to His words of mercy. Forgive our sins and open our ears to Your voice once again.

(P] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. God’s face has shined upon us. We are forgiven in Christ.

HYMN: GOD’S OWN CHILD, | GLADLY SAY IT LSB 594
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Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004146 Tune: Public domain



- HOLY BAPTISM
Landon Joseph Nowak
Son of Stephanie Nowak
BAPTISMAL ADDRESS
NAMING OF THE CANDIDATE & SIGN OF THE CROSS

HOLY GOSPEL FOR BAPTISM Mark 10:13-16 NKJV
(P) Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark: “They brought young children to Jesus that He might touch
them; but the disciples rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased
and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of
God. Assuredly, | say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means
enter it.” And He took them up in His arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them.”
(P] This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

ADDRESS TO SPONSORS

P]  From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing sponsors for baptismal candidates. In
the Evangelical Lutheran Church sponsors are to confess the faith expressed in the Apostles’ Creed and taught
in the Small Catechism. After Landon has been baptized you are at all times to remember him in your prayers,
support him in his ongoing instruction and nurture in the Christian faith, encourage him in regular worship
and faithful reception of the Lord’s Supper, and be an example to him of the holy life of faith in Christ and
love for our neighbor.

(P] Is it your intention to serve Landon as sponsors in the Christian faith? 3 Yes, with the help of God.

(P) God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with His grace fulfill what we
are unable to do. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PROFESSION OF OUR COMMON FAITH spoken by everyone

Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways?

Yes, | renounce them.

Do you believe in God, the Father?

Yes, | believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

Yes, | believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He descended

into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right

hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

(P) Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

Yes, | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

= THE BAPTISM
(P} | baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

BLESSING OF THE NEWLY BAPTIZED & BAPTISMAL CANDLE

THE WELCOME
(P) In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you, Landon a member of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and an
heir with us of all the treasures of heaven in the one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We receive you in
Jesus’ name as fellow child of God in Christ, that together we might hear His Word, receive His gifts, and
proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light.
Amen. We welcome you, in the name of the Lord.

PRAYER FOR THE NEWLY BAPTIZED
(P] Letus pray... Amen.
(P] Peace I+ be with you. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
(P] Let us pray. Heavenly Father, in the transfiguration of Your Son You have shined grace and glory upon
the world, and by Your own testimony we hear that Jesus is indeed Your beloved Son. Help us to heed
Your voice and bask in the light of Your grace; through Jesus Christ, our transfigured Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING 2 Kings 2:1-12

When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way
from Gilgal. ?And Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha
said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3And the
sons of the prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD
will take away your master from over you?” And he said, “Yes, | know it; keep quiet.”

“Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD
lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The sons of the prophets who were
at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take away your master from
over you?” And he answered, “Yes, | know it; keep quiet.”

6Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD
lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. “Fifty men of the sons of the
prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah
took his cloak and rolled it up and struck the water, and the water was parted to the one side and to the other, till
the two of them could go over on dry ground.

SWhen they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what | shall do for you, before | am taken from you.” And
Elisha said, “Please let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.” 1°And he said, “You have asked a hard
thing; yet, if you see me as | am being taken from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not
be so.” 1*And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them.
And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. ?And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! The
chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

NEW TESTAMENT READING 2 Corinthians 3:12-18; 4:1-6
12Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, *3not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face so that the
Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an end. **But their minds were hardened. For




to this day, when they read the old covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it
taken away. Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. 1°But when one turns to the
Lord, the veil is removed. Y’"Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. ¥And
we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one
degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. 2But we have renounced disgraceful,
underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God’s word, but by the open statement of the
truth we would commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. 2And even if our gospel is veiled,
it is veiled only to those who are perishing. #In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. °For
what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 5For
God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 9:2-9

2After six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain by themselves.
And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could
bleach them. “And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. >And Peter said to
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for
Elijah.” 5For he did not know what to say, for they were terrified. ’And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice
came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” 8And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw
anyone with them but Jesus only.

9And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what they had seen, until the Son
of Man had risen from the dead.

(P] This is the Gospel of our Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.
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Tune and text: Public domain

TEACHING FROM GOD’S WORD

OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
BENEDICTION
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The
Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



FAREWELL TO ALLELUIA Ecclesiastes 3:1-4, 7
One tradition during the season of Lent is not speaking or singing the word “Alleluia.” Alleluias are joyful
proclamations, which we put away during the more contemplative season of Lent. Putting it away for Lent is
like putting away a favorite toy for a while — to appreciate it better later. The Alleluias will return at Easter
when we rejoice in our risen Lord and Savior! Today is the final Sunday before Lent begins. As we close out
this time of worship, we will sing Alleluia, but also say farewell for a time. Our children will have Alleluia
banners that will be placed in a box, put away, until Easter when we will rejoice in our risen Lord and Savior.
After the Alleluia is put away, we will quietly exit to return later this week for Ash Wednesday.

The Book of Ecclesiastes, which remind us that there are appropriate times for all things:

(P) For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die;

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;

(P) atime to break down, and a time to build up;

a time to weep, and a time to laugh;

(P] atime to mourn, and a time to dance;

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak.

(P} As part of our observance of Lent, we now say farewell to Alleluia until the time of our rejoicing anew at
the resurrection of our Lord on Easter Day.

Alleluia! Amen.

HYMN: ALLELUIA, SONG OF GLADNESS LSB 417
Interlude between the 3" and 4™ stanza. Bells will continue to play after the 4™ stanza until all the banners are
placed in the box. Then the congregation will exit in silence.
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Text and tune: Public domain
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