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Does it feel like Christmas is more about the gifts 
than about the birth of our Savior Jesus?  
We can “re-form” this season back to a  
joyous celebration of the birth of Jesus  

by focusing on these four concepts:  
Worship Fully 

Spend Less 
Give More 
Love All 

Resources for family and individual  
devotions can be found online at 

www.stjohnnt.com/households-of-faith 

Christmas Eve 
Thursday, December 24 

Worship at 5:00 pm and 7:00 pm 
Christmas Day 

Friday, December 25 
Worship at 10:00 am 

 
No Wednesday Worship December 23  

 

Help us decorate for Christmas – Thursday, December 10 at 6:30 pm 
 

Congregational Voter’s Meeting – Sunday, December 13 at 10:15 am 
 

 

Serving This Week 
Liturgist/Preacher: Rev. Michael Borgstede  Organist: Doreen Sutherland 
Elder for December: Bruce Sutherland  A/V Tech: Paul Borgstede 
Acolyte:      Next Sunday: Kylie Fontana 
Reader:  Roger Carr   Next Sunday: Frank Wendt 
Counting Team: Winston Moeller, Lori Argo, Lynn Willis, Don Schroeder 
     Next Week:  Cathy & Dan Schultz, Kathy Wendt 
Altar Guild for December: Donna Cornell, Anita Garito, Kathy Wendt, Bev Harder   
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN 
December 5 - 12, 2020  

Online &Onsite Worship 
Sundays at 9 am & Wednesdays at 7 pm 

 
 
St. John Onsite Worship Guidelines - REMINDER 

• Please wear masks when you cannot be socially distant.  
• Use hand sanitizer and wash hands regularly. 
• Please maintain social distancing. 
• Seating is every other pew and the service is projected on the screen. A printable copy is available each week 

on our website – www.stjohnnt.com 
• If you are sick or feeling sick, PLEASE stay home and join us online or when you are feeling better. 

 
While School’s in Session  www.stjohnnt.com/school 
  (In person instruction, Monday-Friday, 7:00 am to 5:30 pm, following county health guidelines) 

• During school hours please call ahead before visiting the building. 
• All people coming into the building will need to sign in and have their temperature checked. 
• Please do not visit the building 

o If you think you are sick or have been sick in the last 24 hours. 
o If you have been exposed to COVID-19 in the last 14 days. 

 

With your help we can keep our children safe. 
 

Help us plan for Christmas Eve by letting us know your plans for attendance. 
Please take a moment to answer this short survey at https://forms.gle/hgSM8DtcTAA5TRcJ6  

Our goal is to keep everyone safe and provide opportunities for Christmas worship. 
 
GIVING REPORT   

Weekly Contributions Received: Thank you for your contribution! 
 November 1:  $4,591; November 8-15:  $5,237; November 22-29:  $5,492. 
*These reflect only the amount collected for each week and not the budget goals or variety of frequency of giving. 

 
ONLINE GIVING AVAILABLE 

You can give online. It is simple, convenient and safe. Go to stjohnnt.com and click “Give Online,” 
follow the directions to set up your account TODAY. You can set up ongoing contributions or give a 
one-time gift to a specific fund. You can even track your giving history and change/update your 
information anytime. Give+ can also be used as an app on Apple iPhones or Google Android phones. 
Please note: Only contributions to church ministries or donations to fund are tax deductible. Paying for tuition, school 
items, or other items/activities purchased are NOT tax deductible. 

 
CHURCH AND SCHOOL NEWS 
Family Bible Hour – 10:15 AM Sundays (In person) 

• Children – Foundations of Faith - Lunchroom, Meeting every other week (Dec. 6) 
• Adults –Study weekly Scripture readings, Worship Area. 
• Young Adults - "The Chosen" video series and discussion. A fictionalized look at Jesus and His 

disciples based on Scripture. Meeting in the Middle School. 
Confirmation: (7th and 8th Grade) Sundays at 6:30 pm www.stjohnnt.com/confirmation 

      Online: Bible study/Devotional resources: stjohnnt.com/households-of-faith 
 
 

https://forms.gle/hgSM8DtcTAA5TRcJ6
https://www.stjohnnt.com/
http://www.stjohnnt.com/confirmation
http://www.stjohnnt.com/households-of-faith
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Our quarterly Voter’s Meeting will be held Sunday, December 13 after 9 am worship. 
 
The Altar Guild is asking for volunteers to put up the Christmas tree and church decorations this 
Thursday, December 10 at 6:30 p.m.  Your help would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Food Pantry:  Donations are collected on the 3rd Sunday of every month. Monetary donations are also 
appreciated.  Anyone needing food assistance can come to the Pantry once a month, Monday-Friday 
from 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.at 100 Ridge Street, N. Tonawanda.  If possible, please bring donated items 
directly to the Food Pantry during this pandemic. 
 

 
From Principal Katie Gundell: 
 
Greetings!  A couple of weeks ago I shared a message about our school year 
theme, “Sent to Serve … with gladness.”  (Psalm 100:2).  A story was shared 

with me this week about one of our elementary students taking to heart the school year theme and acting on 
it.  Here is the story . . .  
A disgruntled neighbor grumbled about the behavior of the children in the neighborhood.  Although 
seemingly undeserving of this dissatisfaction from the neighbor, our St. John student walked across the street 
with a wheelbarrow and raked up the neighbor’s leaves.  When his mom asked why he would do this, the 
child replied, “I’m serving with gladness, Mom.” 
It’s amazing to see how the Holy Spirit is working in the hearts and minds of our students.  Let us keep 
making a difference in our communities, St. John Family. 
Did you know? 

•   St. John students completed the first quarter of the school year! 
•   We have two new swing sets on our playground!  There are just a few final touches to be completed 

in order to start using them.  THANK YOU to the trustees for all their work on this big project:  Bill 
Weir, Jason Licht, Dennis Kelly, and Rob Mueller.  The students will be thrilled to use them soon. 

  
Each quarter the school families support a new mission through our Chapel offerings.  In the next two 
months, St. John families will be supporting the North Tonawanda Food Pantry with a program called BOX 
of HOPE.  It’s a holiday food drive to collect food pantry items:  rice, PB &J, cereal, soup, crackers, pancake 
mix, etc.  We hope to be able to share a box of hope with several local families. Items will be collected from 
November 23 through December 11.  If you would like to help, information sheets are in the narthex near the 
TV, or you can visit our website.  Check out the words in Scripture, 1 John 3:16-18.  “What does love look 
like?” 
 

 
FUNDRAISERS 
• Scrip Cards are available by order if handed into the office by the 15th of each month. 
• Our Gotsneakers project:  Please bring in any new or used sneakers or athletic cleats ONLY that 

you no longer want or need.   A container is located in the narthex by the flock boxes.   
• Remember our on-going School fundraisers:  TopsMarkets.com/Education: register your Tops 

BonusPlus card and select St. John Lutheran School.  Amazon Smile: Amazon will donate a 
portion of the price of your purchases to St. John Lutheran by using the link:  
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/16-0844810 

 
St. John is part of the Eastern District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.  

The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod is divided into 35 districts (map of all districts) 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/16-0844810
http://lcmsed.org/
http://www.lcms.org/
http://www.lcms.org/
https://www.lcms.org/convention/districts-map
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OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 

 
• Please email St. John with any additions or updates to our Prayer List.  Since this information is being 

distributed electronically due to the pandemic, the email will serve as your permission to publish the 
information you give us.  Our email address is churchoffice@stjohnnt.com.  

• Private prayers – pastormike@stjohnnt.com 
• We ask that you update our Military List with members’ names or names of relatives serving our country. 

 
Short-Term Prayers  
• Mark Rogers – Recovering from surgery 
• Donald Donner – Health issues 
• Wayne Herman – Health issues   
• Estella Bullwinkle – Ongoing health issues 
• Dennis Kelly – Health issues 
• JoAnn Durick – Ongoing health issues 
• Frank Wendt – Health issues 
• Janet Herman – Health issues 
• Rosemary Siegmann – For ongoing healing at home 
• Don Proefrock – Health issues  
• Marty Darlak – Ongoing health issues 
• Shelley Erwin – Ongoing health issues 
o Donald Licht, Jr. – Health issues 
o Denielle (sister-in-law of John Rosebrock) – Diagnosed with cancer  
o Jessica Gauda-Lane (daughter of Dennis Gauda and sister of Estella Bulllwinklle) – Diagnosed with 

stage 2 breast cancer 
o Carol Brown (mother of Kristy Messing) - Successful healing after surgery 
o Matthew Wallace (former St. John member) – Recovering from surgery for cancer 
o Roxann (sister of Kathy Wendt) – Health issues 
o Luc Garlau (nephew of Anita Garito) – Out of ICU and on long road to recovery 
o Larry Siegmann – Health issues 
o For Marshall 
o Profé Maria (Spanish teacher at St. John) - Dealing with ongoing health issues. 
o Carol (sister of Mary Salefske) – Caring for husband with Alzheimers 
o Chris O’Lay (friend of Estella Bullwinkle) – Recovering at home 
o Gail Gadomski – General health 
o Jim Garito 
 
 For the lost, that they may hear the Word of God. 
 For peace in our community, state, nation, and world. 
 For families who continue to be impacted by the pandemic; physically, emotionally, financially, 

and spiritually. 
 

Long Term Prayers 
Richard Siegmann, Bill Andrees, Allene Horack, Clarice Poerschke, Jay Siegman, Menerva Calvaneso,   
Pat Barber, Wayne Herman, Elsbeth Kaus, Doris Wollaber, Vilma Green, Estella and Taylor 
Bullwinkle, Paul Greinert, Ken Musall, Owen Arizmendi, Kim Snell, Genevieve Jakubek, Amy Poland  
 
In the U.S. Military 
Rick Skorik, David Hoppe, Stephen Marshall 

mailto:churchoffice@stjohnnt.com
mailto:pastormike@stjohnnt.com

