
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL Sunday, December 6, 2020 
Wheatfield, New York 

 
OPENING PRAYER & INVOCATION 

P We gather in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. C   Amen. 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 
P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,  C   the light no darkness can overcome. 
P Let Your light scatter the darkness  C   and illumine Your Church. 
 

We Light A Candle On The Wreath 
 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 1 John 1:8–9 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
P Let us then confess our sins to God, our merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ 
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

HYMN:   COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS LSB 338 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

OLD TESTAMENT Malachi 4:1–6 
 1 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be 
stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither 
root nor branch. 2But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. 
You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be 
ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts. 
 4“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and just decrees that I commanded him at Horeb for 
all Israel. 
 5“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 6And he 



will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike 
the land with a decree of utter destruction.” 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C   Thanks be to God. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT Romans 15:4–13 
 4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through 
the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of endurance and encouragement 
grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you may with 
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to 
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.  
As it is written, “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.”  
10And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 
11And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” 
12And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the 
Gentiles hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you 
may abound in hope. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord.  C   Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 21:25–36 
 25[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in 
perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26people fainting with fear and with foreboding of 
what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27And then they will see the Son 
of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, straighten 
up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
 29And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30As soon as they come out in leaf, you 
see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking 
place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away 
until all has taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 34“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of 
this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. 35For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of 
the whole earth. 36But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things 
that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord.  C   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED 
C  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 

and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 
for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to 
come. Amen. 

 



HYMN:   TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE LSB 783 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

SERMON 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

OFFERING 
 

PREPARATION FOR THE LORD'S SUPPER 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 
P The Lord be with you.     C   And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts.      C   We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C   It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P Glorious Father in heaven, we, Your children, who are filled with Your Spirit and guided by Your Word 

of truth, lift Your name on high and sing Your praises this day. You have redeemed us from hell, death, 
and the devil through the sacrifice of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. As Your forgiven children, we 
come to Your throne of grace to receive the gift You provide for us, the true body and blood of our 
Savior. Nurture our faith in Christ as we stand united as one holy people, lifting our voice and saying: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 



 

PEACE OF THE LORD - PAX DOMINI John 20:19 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  C   Thanks be to God. 
 

LAMB OF GOD - AGNUS DEI John 1:29  LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

HYMN:   LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, YE MIGHTY GATES LSB 341 

 

 

 

 



 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C   Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. C   Amen 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

HYMN:  LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING LSB 359 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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